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CHAPTER I. 

^meni Dncv^iHai ^Porftigoi, and it9 Mhlmf 
ufukpt Um CautUs* 

THIS U^ most westerly lo^gdCMn of £u- 
fope^ being toun^^ on Omi west and souA 
l}/f the Athmtic OceiuE), and en the east and north 
i^ Spaint Its cfttreine length 19 $kont three 
hundred mtleft) and ite grente^t breadth one btMb* 
dted«ndfi%. 
Ijufttiaim is the IsAn neme eonelently ajK 



propmted to this country by nnodero writer^ 

C; it i« evident ^t the li^ta of ^ aneteV 
Mtai»a by no mt»m a>iTe«iionde4 with the 
|HrescnitPortiq;al94rf whose etyni^ogy varioueori* 
ginsvefivenx mtoyWhtehatkattpotaevBeethe 
.l^nblanee of protebilityy 189 that a nun^r of 
GevAa ha(ving landed at PortO} it i^eceivod the 
eippettalion of Fortua GeBonmi, and in precede 
.^ t'me) ^ Mmt being eeAened, w)m gvinduaUf 
.extended Mi the wMb country ; bnt when this 
e^ent happened,or what occasioned die migfvitien 
«ff the Qauk, are particvibirt hwted «i obfiiien* 
Aiiotibce ttyiWEilogy whksh h«i mcupe oert^in 
JbuKdatiflHi in hi|lH7»i»Mfcllfliini en w eiel- 



2 FORTUGAtr 

nence which overlooks the mouth of the river 
Douro stood an ancient town, named Cale, 
which proving inconvenient hr trade, a town or 
hamlet was erected on the shore, and called 
Portus Cale, or the Haven of Cale ; and by a re- 
finement in language, Portucalia. At length an 
episcopal see was erected here, the bishops of 
which subscribed themselves Portucalenses, and 
the name of the city was transferred to the dio- 
cese, which in early times was almost co-exten- 
sive with the little country where the sove- 
reignly orig^ally began. As the dominions, 
however, were enlarged by successive conquests, 
the name of the diocese was lost, but the king- 
dom still ret£dned it. 

- Situated between 37 and 42 degree* ^f north 
latitude, the air of Portugal would be ex- 
cessively hot, were it not refreshed by sear 
breezes towards the south, and cooled by fre- 
t|uent rains towards the north. The spring is 
extremely delightful in this climate; and the 
•whole country is blest with a happier tempera- 

«re than Sp»n* The air of Lisbon, from its 
Imy sdltness, has justly been reputed highly 
salutary in pulmonic complaints ; and many in- 
- valids of that description take a voyage thither 
from Great Britain with the happiest effects. 

The 8(n1 is abundantly fertile in wine, oil, 
leftions, oranges, pomegranates, figs, raisins, 
almonds, and other choice fruits ; but from the 
low state of agriculture rather than natural ste- 
•rility, there is a considerable deficiency in corn. 
Both the sea and the rivers produce excellent 
'fish. The horses are brisk and lively, but 
'Slight made, and on accoimt of their being surer 
^ted, mules aie most in request for draught 



fodifiprefita nettter OftUle. nor die^ ^re rexy 
Ai»^9«rous ; kttC hogis and kid» are plentifiili and 
.llieir flesh lender aod nutiitive. Tbe Portu- 
guese wincfl, when old and gpewiine, are esteem- 
ed act tm^y jtofe to drink» but salutaiy to the hu- 
flaaft constitution ; but the whole kingdom does 
iiot produce half the quantity that is drank in 
Xandon onl^) under the ^aciou« imme of portt 

The genmd a9f>ect of Portugal b mountaio- 
CUB or rath^ rtiAf^ Tbe chief ranges are 
^Qse vMfih divide Algarvn bom Aleotejo; 
ihose of Tnates Monties, and the rock of Lisbon 
ftt ti)e efflux of the Tajo* Theee contain minea 
of silver^ copfNcis tin* md inni» beautifiaUjr veined 
jpaaMe,^pema9 and Ibasila. Near Lisbon is a nii»e 
tiB3it-pem^ Tlie priooippil rivers are the Min- 
ho ; the Limia, anciently the celebrated L«the; 
4iie Caf^ado ; the Douro $ tbe Guardianas and the 
Tfljoor Tac9N» wWch was friaed for its goMen 
aands» The last Is tbe largest river in the king- 
•dom- Bortugpl ato^tjonaaias several lakes and 
medietnal aprings ; •mi natural hot hatha ate' 
.iiund in t3ifi province of Aljj^arra* 
. Popery is the onl9r refigion tolerated in Por- 
tugal ; yetj as must be expected where liberty of 
conscience is denied, there are many concealed 
Jews flosd heretics even m tbe higher rankS) 
among the ecclesiastics as well as the Uoty. 
The inqaisitkmy that eternal dii^^ce to reason 
and ittUgion, reigns here «i lull foro^ though 
•H is now used chiefly as a state engme ; and & 
boniing of those who are condemned by its 
sanguinary tribunals is called an auto de j^, or 
^ act of ^th«" The patriarch of Lisbon is 



'generally a cai^ihal, and a person of the highest 

birth. Indeed, the revenues of several of the 

ecclesiastics are suited to the dig;nity of princes. 

' The language differs only provincially from 

•that of Spain; and both are derived from the 

• Latin. The Portu^RUese is spoken along the coast 
of Africa and Asia as far as China, but with 

-an intermixture of many different languages* 
Though there are two universities in Portugal, 

* those of Coimbra and Evora, learning is at a 
'very low ebb: yet the defect lies not in the 
; genius of the peoi^e, but in their education. The 
ancestors of the present Portuguese, about the 
middle ojPihe sixteenth century, were possessed 
of more mathematical knowledge than cil the rest 
lof the world ; and Camoens, who was both a 
>poet and a voyager, would do honour to any 
rcountry. 

' Lis^n is the capital of Portugal^ andis com* 
.puted to contain 200,000 inhabitants. It suf- 
fered one of the moi^ dreadftil visitations of 
-Providence in an earthquake,* on All-saints day 
1755, and to this day has not recovered its 
former splendour ; yet it 'minces a delightful and 
HRipierb appearance, and, next to London and 
, Amsterdam, is accounted the ^nest port in £cf<« 
>rdpe. Oporto is the second city in the king- 
dom : the chief article of its commerce is 
.wine. 

The manufectures in Portugal are neither 
numerous nor important ; but its foreign trade 
is very considerable, especially wi^ England, 
which; in return for wine and fruits^ sefids muck 

* Sec Appendix. 



wpoQen doth and other 9trticte9» gteat part of 
which is agaio exported to the distant depeiidea«< 
cies of this OHUitry. 

The Portuguese foreign settlements are not 
only of immense value but vastly improveable. 
Braal, the isles of Cape Verd, Madeira, and the • 
Azores^ are the principal of these. Goa is their 
chief remaining establishment in the East Indies^ 
to which they originally paved the way> at a 
period when- they were in the zenith of their 
glory. 

The|)olidcal constitution of Portugal is an ab- 
solute hereditary monarchy ; andstates, or parli- 
aments^ which were anciently in use here as wdi 
as in Spain, have long since b^ome obsolete. 
The royal titles are, " King of Portugal and the. 
Algarveny on tbia aide ami the other side of the 
seaiof Africa ; Lord of Guinea^ and of the navigar 
tkxh conquests, and commerce of Ethiopia, Am* 
tNAf Persia, Indi%" &c« The heir aj^rent to the 
cxoTm is staled Prince of Brazil ; and by the &- 
vour of Pope Benedict XIV* the king has the 
fiu:ther tiUeof << His Most Faithful Majesty." 

For the administration of the civil government, • 
there is a council of state ; for militaiy affairs, 
fk council of war $ lor the finances, a treasury 
court ; and for the distribution of j^stice, sevenU 
iugh tribunals with a variety, of subordinate 
courts. The cities have their particular magia- 
^atea* The jiiridiaal proceedings are regulated 
1^ the Rofloan law, the rayal ediQts, thecaao^. 
law, and the papal miyndatea» 
^ Busin^a^ is giserally transacted in this country 
in the momings and evenings, and noon is the 
tkne of rest, as is usual iUfOther warm climates. 

Xhoie aiSiSeyeral gradatiqi»ft of DobiUty, divi^^ 



dRlial»teh]«hiaii«lMv Tkt ligbiwUMf 
hove the titk cif dans^ aodacve «dd0ea0edb9r the 
king himself with theepithetof ittHtmus ; tiie 
inferior nolMlitf or gentry aie tetwed hidalgos, 
but cannot assmmo the titJe of doi» witfaoat Vh 
conco from the king. 

The revenues- qI the crown am calcukieecl tin 
asMMmt tioopMrdB^of 300,0001. steriittg, whadk 
is* ar vast sum to be rmed fpom such »sfliali; 
countiy. Cerlaift it isr that the imposta and 
taxes nm excessively highy and the diamonds 
and gold of Bioaiil) togeitor with various other 
S6«ree$'0i revenue, ptoduee considbraMe suoMW 
The suppMsaion of the Jeauks-and odsev rdigih 
oos oilers and iiMtitQiionti has ttwwiae tcanled to- 
iacpease therofal incoine. ' - 

The Povtugueae mititaFy and naval foveea afe 
fiw fimm being adequate tt> the defence of that 
cemtrf* Indeed, Ibr » greait length of timoy 
thef hmt depended chiefly fov paoteotioit ok 
Engkuid, whtefa^ fipOH»diffei««t eominereial and 
polkicaiconnectims, ia-deqilf intereated in sup* 
porting thn^ independente and integrity of thi» 
coontiTV for wHicbift hasmnda^inafijF impoatant 
s«crifioe8» 

There are aevefal ordtevs o€ haiighthood im 
BovU&gal; the prineipalaiiectiie' order of Christ;, 
the ocder of Siv Jamea; cheorder of Avia; amt 
the Older of St. Mm> Conimated with* their 
nriig^dloufB' the Spanwda, the Pbrcngueae ama 
eomdered as infanar botb ID person^ and geniu8». 
They are aaid to be «xtwm^ fanaghtf ^ treacheK^ 
rOMOr afiid oraftf *r addicted «» naarico ; rindSc- 
t^i maHeiouBv aa^ <^rael< The lowev ordersi 
hnpr • Strang p p op eu skf to pitibring; yet it 
>te«Hoi«v«dtllM^^a»•^nadBD^tli^ ha^re^m 



muKf OQctaioDB di^jed tibe greaCeii g«iie« 
ron^Ty and mo«t undaunted hrareiy* 

The ifomen haT<6 ,btock sparkting eyes, and 
dife eomplexbns, i^hich tkey improve by ait^ 
In oonversation they are livdy tfid witty, and 
aie said to have a nice sense of honour. When 
they go abroad on, foot, they use kng veils 
whHsh cover their heads, but leave their fiures 
exposed. Theur bkbom lasts but a short timei 
surid decay is hastesed by the vfiry means they 
resort to, in onfer to prolong their charms- 
Portugal, though stifi a kingdom of very li» 
mated extent, was on^iatty nmdi oaallen 
Bol^ ^aniA and Fortiiguese hiatorians agreei 
that Don Akmao^ lung of Castile and Leon, and 
loh to Don Fenfinand the Great, bestowed his 
daughter Donna Theresa in nwrriage upon an 
liiustnous stranger, named Don Henry,'and 
gsse htm as her nuptial pnrtioa, the frcmtier 
npovhioe w^nch he had completed from the 
Moors, lying south of the river ft^fao, with the 
title of Count. This Don Hcnrv, itappears, was 
the ssn <tf Kobert L duke of BurgUedy, and 
yoimger broHier to Hebry L of Fmce ; tntt 
there is such a discordancy betweeti the early 
Midve writers respeciiog Uie time and the oc« 
aa^oa of tfaisinvesdtore, ital we are oUiged to 
9j^y to less partial and pre|iidiGed sources^ 
mr the ittfogmaHon we want. 

The &cte seem to be as firflow. DenAlonaoi 
jnatfy appiefacadve that his siwcess m taking the 
«s^ of Toledo woukl draw down on l^im idl the 
m ng ca n ee^f the Moers, sent to denuuad assist* 
afece from Hulip^ L of France^ and the duke of 
Bacgundy, whose daaghtor he had married* 
Belli l^inceaaoQsded to his mniesti , Slid a no« 
VouXV^ B 
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-meroud body of troops was' speedily collected 
for his assistance, at the head of whom marched 
Haymond count of Burgundy, Henry younger 
brother of Hugh duke of Burgundy, and many 
others of the best warriors of the age. 
^ ^ Arriving at the court of Don AlonzOy 

1087. ^^^y ^^^ received with all possible re- 
spect ; and in the cdurse of two years, 
having fully evinced their courage and conduct, 
the king resolved to bestow his only daughter 
Donna Urraca, then a child, on Raymond count 
of Burgundy, with the province of Galicia ; and 
Itot long after, in order to reward Henry of Bur- 
gundy, for his able and feithful services, gave 
him in marriage a natural daughter named 
Donna Theresa, with full sovereignty over the 
district already mentioned. 

The new count Don Henry and his consc^ 
fixed their residence in the town of Guimaraea^ 
supposed to have been built on the site of the 
aficient city of Araduca, and pleasantTy situated 
on the fertile^ banks of the river Ave. The re- _ 
mains of an ancient palace in this place still aU 
tract the nc^ice both of natives and strangers ; 
and in consequence of Guimaraez having .been 
once the capital, the king Don Denis, granted 
the inhabitants an exemption from taxes, a pri- 
vilege which they still enjoy« 

With the natural ambition of independent na^ 
t|ons, the Portuguese soon turned their views to 
an enlargement of their dominions ; and, as all 
Christkui princes considered victories and con** 
quests over the Moors as doubly meritorious, 
count Henry is said to have performed many va- 
Uant exploits against this people 2 but the accounts 
•f transactionsi at this period and in this quarter^ 



nrt so mdistlDct, that historical fidelhy sluiiika ^ 
from the task of recording them^ 

It appears^ however, thSit count Henry passed 
a life of great activity, and that having at last 
raised the siege of Astorga in Leon, he there fell 
into a grievous distemper, of which he ^ j^^ 
died^ His son and successor, Don Akmzo) , jj^' 
caused his body to be removed to the 
cathedral church of Braga, where it was interred 
with great solemnity, and a splendid monument 
was four centuries sifterwards erected to his me* 
mory* He was a generous, wise, and gallant 
prince, and with his dying breath is said to have 
left three things in charge to his son : first, that 
he should be zealous in promoting and protect* 
ing the Chiistian &ith ; secondly, that he should 
conuder his subjects as his children, and govern 
them by equal and impartial laws ; and, thirdly* 
that he should attend himself to their execution^ 
lest the rich and the great should be tempted to 
tyrannize over the weak and the poor, ftpm his 
indolence or neglect* 

Don Alonzo was an in&nt at the time of his 
lather's demise ; and, during his minority, his 
mother, as»sted by two able ministers, managed 
the affairs of government* For the space of nine 
years, nothing remarkable happened under their 
administration ; but, after that period, some dif- 
ferences arose between the regent and Urraca 
queen of Castile* Theresa insisted that, in con- 
sequence of her father's will, part of Galicia ap« 
pertained to her of right ; and to substantiate 
h^r claims, seized upon the episcopal city*' of . 
Tuy. Urraca resisting her demands, raised a 
powerful army, and marching at its head, com- 
pelled Theresa to retire to one of her own for^ 
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Iwiinfs. Thie dfiect» of this 
might have proved fatal to tbe new Btate, 
liot tht blihop of Conipostells, at ttoM critical 
jimetttre} denaaii^d leave to retire with his 
vassaals. His asfflstance was so neceasarf to 
Urraca^ and she was so nradi provoked at hia 
ten^versBlkMi) that she threw faim into prison* 
Ttiis hastf action, which was cfictated only bf 
pasnoh, exdteda violent commotion among h^ 
own snbfects; meonseqvence of which, the Por« 
togaese were reKeved hook their apprehensiont 
of an attack* 

Theresa, however, fell into a similar error hf 
^omnutting to prison the archbishc^ of Bmig^ 
beciMiAe, wkh the prip^enee natural to age luid 
experience, he had been tardy in supporting her 
pretended rights^ The prdaie was soon set at 
liberty by a papal bidl ; bnt Donna The^esaal 
elice lost licence and cve(fi« by her injudicioiN^ 
-eonduct towards hinK 

Not long after ihh aHur, queen Urraca de- 
parted this life, and all dispiites were amical^y 
adjusted between Theresa tfid Don Alonzo 
Kaymond, her soccessor ; bat, when every difr> 
pate widch had ever esdsted between them waa 
supposed to be bnried in obhvion^ the king of 
j^ ^ Ca«lile, bdng obliged to lo^mh with the 
1x26. whole streng^ of hia dominions against 
his &thttr*in*lawy the king of Navarre 9od 
Arragon, Theresa treacheroosly rCKKcnpied Tuy ; 
from which, however, she was soon dnven with- 
diflgraceon the king's return. This was only 
the prelude to her misfortunes. Her son being 
now arrived at the age of eig^iteen, and having 
received an excellent education, was eqpurredoiL 
by some enemies of his mother's government^ Ui 



tiBidksftto.lik omn rights^ and ccmviiioe his pto« 
1^ that he was able to defend both them aod 
MmseU. With ^e impetuosity of youths ha 
§d\ IB with the proposal, aBSumod the soveceigi^ 
authority, and in getiend met with a cheerful 
dbedieoce* Hid mother'^ party, however, waa 
very eoosiderable, and they were detenniiied 
to support her cause with their swords* Les| 
an acoommodatkm should take place, which^ 
would have been fi^al to thdr Tiews» the parti« 
sans of the young prince persuaded him to givQ 
instant battle to the regent's forces, over whoia 
he gained a signai and cemj^te victory*- The- 
resa, after her delEeat, took shelter in the eastle 
of Legonaso, while her pnncipi^ advisers- ^d; 
and Don Alonzo Enriquez her son, investing: 
the fortress, ok^ged h^ to surrender, and after- 
waixis imprisoned her for life. Sensible of her 
violent temper, he>appears to have been driven to 
this extremity by the urgeficy of his aff&irs ; but 
he made her coniioementeasy till the time of her 
death,, which haf^ned in less than two years* . 
D&h Alonzo Enriquez, as he is called by 
way of dutincdon) having thus attained ^ j^ ^ 
the fiill and free possession of his heredi- X130. ' 
tary dominions, made several unsuccess- ' : 
M {^tempts on GaHcia, to which his mother 
had instituted pretenmons ; but at last he waj» 
gM to mt&e peace witli Alonzo king of Cas- 
tile and Leon, who had asaiimed the title o£ 
emperor of the Spains. 

• About this time^ Uie Moors taking advantage; 
of the dfssensons among their Christian neigh- 
biDurs, invaded Por^gal with* such immense^ 
aitaies, dtat, had not a plague broke out inr 
their ^ampf it would have beenJn>pos8ibl(&'^ 



resitt them* To kicnatse tiie ccnitefntftkaii' 
•od dtsmaf ef the Portuguoae, the eiopepor 
Don Aiodzoy poMmg^ the fhmtkt^, carried fire 
imd sword into their territories* The {Mince 
«f Portugidy however, sorprised and cot off a 
censiden&e part of the eitiperor's aroif ; but 
^s would have availed him little, had nptiJie 
pope's legate interfieiedy and acieoniinodated 
all differences bet^en them. A peace was 
thei'e£:>re concluded; and all {^aces «id pri» 
aoners taken on either side^ were mutoally ve* 
stored. In gratitude for this sernce^ Dm jyaii» 
zo offered a T<riuntarjr tribute to the holy see* 

Meanwhile, the progress of the Christian arms 
in Spain, having reached llie ears of Abu Alt 
Texefien,- supreme governor of the Moors ib 
BarbarjT, he ordered Ishmael his lieutenant 
in Spain, to assemble att the fiivces in tiie 
southern provinces, and to drive the Christians 
beyond the Dourob. Isiimael hastened to put 
^ese orders in eitecution, ami, having received 
considerable reinforcements from Baitary, he 
advanced to the plains of Ourique on the baidcs 
of the Tayo, where he was met by Don Alonzo 
of Portugal. Th^ caonmander of the infidels 
used every possible precaution to- prevent the 
Christians ftx>m passing Hmt river, because he 
was willing to secure a &vourable position ^ 
his cavalry,^ in which his 8tiength> principaUjft 
consisted, to* act in full force. The Portuguese 
indeed were very inferior in point of numbers } 
and Ishma^ being confidetit of victory, bit^e 
his army into smsdl bodies, and disposed* them i» 
such a mani()er, as might intercept the flight ra- 
Hker tlian sustain the attack of the Christians.^ Inr 
eoasequeiice of this security^ the Mpors' 



.< l » eUl i n lii tt ymah prodigkra» slaughlNri and % 
mat number taketf priaoners* Amoilg tbe lattev 
ifere 1000 Chmdans of the sect caHed Mmebk 
idbiMisf whom £>(»^ AIoqbd was* ptfe^aikd <m 
lo liberate, togelfaer with thdr wives and ehi^ 
dt«Dt aad to allow tiiem aettienielita in kia^owii 

TluB giovkwa vietiny wm acUeifed on . .. 
the twenty-iSfth day of JMy; add ita ^^^[ 
adaivennrf iias been cdebmled ever 
liBcey to pieaeft^ the memory of aiieh'a signlA 
ttterpoaitiQn ci IMvine I ¥ ov i dcn c e> ia &vow of 
the Chrislian Anas. 

Itwu on the phdae of Ooriqpe tiiat Doo 
jMkmao Emiquesy after his* illustrioaB -actional 
WM^ &«i; faaiied. king ctf Portugal by his 90^ 
dien. The tifle h^ accepted; and so &r used 
it^ as- to renbailce allr dependence on the crowft 
of Spain r but he wisely Imfew how to recoil* 
cik monarchleal autfaorily widi a rq|^ to 
his peofde's rights; and therefore was not eager 
to' exefciae all thb pow^r at once, wiiich had. 
Hiua been gratmtoasly co^ived upon hlnu 



CHAPTER II. 

#V«fit tJ^ BMie qf Ounque to the Reduethn of 
Portngal by Fhai^ JShf^ of Sfim. 

BY the mgnal defisatof the Moors at the bat* 
tie of Ooriqoe on the frontiers of Algarvei 
Bon Alonao had ^opened a firee passage into 
IM own dominians. Such was the slaughter of 
the te&deHlbat the nvolets In the ticinity <^ 
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Hie field of action are said, to halFe earned' tiidr' 
waters deeply stained with tdood into the Gaa<* 
^diana. 

- After these transactions, Raymond coont of 
Barcelona, and regent of Arragon in right of 
his wife, ha^ng proposed to Don AIoivbo to 
enter into a league against the emperor, his 
jealousy of that potent prince induct lum to 
accede to the plan. . - » 

^ In consequence of these engagements, the 
king of Portugal entered Galicia with a con* 
siderable force on one side, while his ally Ray- 
mond did the same on the other. The enter«fc 
prise was well concerted ; bwt su(»:ess did not 
favour them* The Portuguese monarch met 
with a severe check in this expedition, lost somo ^ 
of the principal of his nobHity, and himself re<« 
ceived a dangerous wound* To heighten his 
<i^tr^ss, news was brought him, diat the Moors 
had invaded his dominions in his^absence, which 
determined hrm to retrace his steps; but with 
alt the speed he could use, the strong fortress 
of L^yria fell into the- hands of the enemy^ 
before he could come to its relief This they 
demolished, and with barbaric fury put all the 
garrison to the- sword* The king, however^ 
took care to have it inbuilt m- a much stronger 
form than ever, and placed a powerful ganisoii 
^ere, in case of a second atta^* 

The ^ar was carried on with various successi 
for several years ; but Alonzo at last projecting an 
expedidoiragainst^SahtaFen,»tdated about twelve 
miles from Lisbon, he succeeded in this enteiw 

. ' P prise ; and, in conseqQence,addedacon* 

1145. sidersd>le tract of country to his former do* 
minbns, at the sme time thitiie secured 
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Amsi li^ Ac fllite^ nataiM bM'ifcf wiiich bCwind* 
«id his eoDc^ests. 

JBodMirag^d by thd fettnnate (ei'iniiialjuu or 
iU» cxpieditim^ Doa Aloony determined t& 
esecmte wttfaoot del«jr a prb]e«st which he hid 
long iddotgedf Havm^ atsemhled the states 
df his ktiigdoiifky oonsiffting of pretates, ndMiitff 
«bd coBimoBSf htcweatd himself #hh much 
cereindiiy to be chosen by the public Toace, a« 
he had forowrly by the military^ king of Por- 
tugfd; aad recdnned the diadem with general 
acclamation from the arcbbii^p of Braga* 
Ifithe pfeaeike of. hi^ pdofde, he renoonccd all 
dependence on the. crown of Sftainf dedariag^ 
that if any of his succesdoTs should oottdescend 
to^ pay tribiite) or to do homage to that ciown^ 
ke.wat uilw«frthy ctf holdhig the aceptre of Pof^ 
tugal* 

Next year, the king pushed oik his cohqiiesti 
agafeist the Moors, and wiih a small armyhod 
sfege to Li^xai, then in the hands of the infidels^ 
Various and cOtotradictery atre the accoimta whicli 
the Povtugu^sa hmtmana have left us of the 
strength of the place at this juncture, and the 
loeahs wiiich AhmaDO, possessed to efiectnate hid 
4engn» Jl is e^ideat, however, that partly fmn 
tlie iwfeiml stceagthof the dty, asdfwrtly frbm 
^bicnmKtto&Afskrmon by which itwas de ign d e df 
the Porlsgdese monsDch coald slwke little im^ 
pr^ssien en it«. At length, how^e^r, fortono 
tiiftw (Kiccours in his way which he coidd nol 
hstfve eapOGted. A fleet of i^venituinv, coo* 
8»tii^ of French, £nghsh, Germans, and Fle« 
ming^ iB^ their paass^ to the HxAy Land, te^ 
p«ed to castanc^rat themomcb of the Ta|nM<i 
Theamstmceftf OiesehedeiMnded anno^at 



together foreign to their design <tf wairiag 
with the infidels. Enthusiasm co-operating 
with opportunity, made them readily &11 into 
his lure; they strained every nerve to evince 
Iheir zeal and to display their ooumge, at the 
outset of their expedition ; and by their power- 
iul aid, directed by his own wisdom, he carried 
the city that has long been the residence of hit 
successors* The crusaders being gratified out- 
- of the plunder found in the place, de« 

1147. P&i*^ ^cll satisfied ; and so much repu* 
tadon did Alonzo acquire by his con- 
quest, that numbers flocked to hu atandardi 
and in less than twelve months he reduced 
many other considerable cities* . - 

r For several years after thb exploit, the cur- 
rent of fortune flowed uninterruptedly in hi» 
favour ; and, being in a great measure free 
from foreign \enemies, he settled the internal 
government of his kingdom, had his regal dig- 
nity confirmed by a papal bull of Alexander IlL 
and gradually mode himself master of four out 
of the six provinces that now constitute the king- 
dom of Portugal. 

Immediately after his coronation, he had es- 
poused Matilda, daughter of Amadeus,. count 
of Maurienne anfl Savoy, a wcanan of masculine 
endowments, who assisted him by her counsels, 
and underto(^ the conduct of alBurs, when- 
ever circumstances required his absence. By 
her he had a numerous offspring ; among the 
rest three daughters, the eldest (^ whom, Ma- 
tilda, was married, to the king of Arragon ; the 
second, Urraca, to Ferdinand king of Iie(Hi ; 
and the third, Theresa, to Philip eitrl oi Flanders* 

Some tjUne afier^ however, Alo^oo of Poi> 



tt^ 'wla Sivralred in a dispute with IttH 
' son-in-law Ferdinand, and invading his do- 

minions, made himself master of two strong 
ptoces in <kitiGia, in which he put garrisons. 
Elated with this success, next year he invested 
rBadajos with a numerous army, on the news 
of which Ferdhiand hastened to its relief. Its 
^surrender, however, had taken place before he 
•could come in sight of it, which irritated Fei<- 
[ dinsnd $0 much, that he determined to besiege 

i his antagonist in his newly acquired conquest. 

i Don Alonzo perceiving this, endeavoured to 

Ihistrate his aims, by drawing out his £>rce8 
" . into the i^n- field. Though now upwards of 

seventy years of age, he mounted his horse with 
* jjuvenile alacrity, and pushing forward at the 

head oi his troops with too great impetuosity, 
he struck his leg against one of. the bolts of the 
' city gate with such force, that the bone was 
shattered to pieces. This accident produced 
inconceivable ccmfusion among the Portuguese^ 
in consequence of which they were ignominicms- 
ly beatt», and their king taken prisoner. 

AteiBO, suffering with pain and mortified 
wrth'disgrace, was ready to anticipate the worst ; 
but the king of Leon, his son-in-law, evinced a 
greatness of mind on- this ocdksioa that reflects 
ahistre on his name. Towards his unfortunate 
£ither4n»law he behaved with filial respect and 
«fiecti(]n ; conjured him to lay aside aU thoughts 
4>f business, aSad attend only to his cure ; and^ 
morder.to enforce his advice, declared that he 
wished nothing paere than ^that every thing 
might be restored to the same state it was in 
hefore the yjr^Xs and that in future their peace 



iiod fri^tdsbip ought be uluiil^«Nt>t«d bjr findb 
or disturbed % jealousies* 

This generosity sensibly afibcted the i^ped 
mcHiarch) and he rea^y acquiesced in the pro* 
posal ; bul^ impatieut under reatrainti he set 
out for his own dominions before his cuxe was 
competed) and in consequence was lame fiir 
the remsunder of his life. ThiS) however, did 
not abate his military ardour : his courage tau^ 
sported him into the &dd whenever he was called 
by his own glory or the interest of his subjects i 
^nd) when actively engaged, he seemed to for* 
get the effects of accident or of sige* 

The pretensions of the king of Leon to rep 
teive the homs^ of his Portuguese majea^ 
for the possession of that kingdom, though they 
had for some time laid dormant, were not ob- 
literated* Towards Uie ckxse of Alonzo's life, 
however, an opportunity seemed to present itself 
of getting totsdly rid of this unpleasant claiou 
A quarrel arose between the king of Leon and 
his DefJa^w, Don Alonzo king of Castile* The 
latter craved the asastance of Portug^ which 
was readily acceded ; but Ferdinand receiving 
intelligence that Don Sancho, the kmg'ft eldest 
son, was advancing towards Ciudiul Rodrigo, 
he assembled hijtf troops with amawg celerity^ 
and) falling upon him unexpectedly, gave hhn 
a total defeat* Underatandmg, however, that 
Don Sancho though beaten was not humbled, 
he sent him a message^ purporting that .th« 
fcsxes he was. collecting ypouldbe most advan^ 
lageously employed against the infidels, who 
iremained iaiMSerent spectators of the issue of 
the Var. 



This advice was not lost on Don Sancho, who, 
after making some feints to amuse the enemy, 
suddenly burst into Andalusia, and penetrated as 
far as the suburbs of Seville. The Moors as- 
sembling their troops endeavoui'ed to cut oflf his 
retreat, but ^ncho having reached a strong 
camp, gave his wearied soldiers a little time to 
repose, and then drew them out, and offered 
battle. The Moors accepted the challenge, but 
were entirely defeated ; and the prince of Portu* 
gal returned into his paternal domini(Mis, lade^ 
with plunder. 

After these transactions, the fortune of the war 
presents nothing remarkable on either side for 
«ome years ; till Joseph, king of Morocco, . j. 
having transported multitudes of men 1134,* 
from Barbary, carried all before him, as 
far as the Tayo. He next appeared before the 
city of Santaren ; but his men being harassed 
and worn out with reiterated attacks on the place, 
were in that state faced by the Portuguese army, 
assisted by Ferdinand of Leon, when the infidels 
were entirely defeated, and their king killed in 
the action. This victory once more delivered 
the Portuguese from fear of an enemy, and the 
king improved the pause, by strengthening his 
frontiers and regulating his internal government. 
While thus employed, Alonzo departed ^ j^ 
this life in the 76th year of his age, and ^jg- ' 
left his kingdom to his son Don Sancho 
I. at that time thirty-one years old. 

Before Sancho ascended the throne, he was of 
« restless and warlike disposition ; but no sooner 
did he assume the reins of government, than he 
withdrew his attention from conquest, and era- 
ployed every energy of his nund in securing, 
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beau^fying, and enriching his Idngdom. By 
strenuously pursuing this plan for a few years, 
he gave a new aspect to Portugd, and procured 
himself the glorious title of " The restorer of ci-. 
ties, and feither of his country." 
^ j^ A fleet of adventurers, chittfly consists 
XI 89/ ^^S ®^ Engfish, bound for the Holy 
Land, having entered the river Tagus, 
Sancho importuned them to assist him in at« 
tacking the city of Silves in Algarve. Accord- 
ingly, having united forces, the i^ce was easily 
reduced, and the English, rewarded with plun« 
der, pursued their destination. The Moors, 
however, having agsdn invaded Portagal, the ci- 
ty several thnes changed masters ; when San* 
clio, sensible of the difficulty of retaining it, 
caused it to be demolished. His last enteFprise 
- ^ was the reduction of Ehras ; soon after 
J ill. which he died, with the reputation of be* 
ing one of the most patriotic princes that 
ever swayed the sceptre of Portugal. Though 
rather liberal, than avaricious, he left a vast sum 
of money in the treasury. He was interred in 
the cathedral of Coimbra ; and after his body 
had lain 409 years, it was taken up to be placed 
in a new tomb, and found to have suffered no 
corruption. 

Don Alonzo succeeded his ftither at the age of 
27, and is distinguished in the history of his coun- 
try by the surname of the F\it. His reign ppe- 
sents but few memorable events. Its commenoe* 
ment was popular, but he was soon embroiled in 
family feuds, which disturbed the tranquillity of 
his government, till the thunders of the Vatican 
brought all parties to an accommodation. 
It was not long, however, before th&foi«tt) 



dbii wa# cliaDgtd b^ftiui hruptioD of tbe IVfoorsr. 
In order to repel themy he availed himself of % 
band of crusaders^ consisting of Germans and 
IlemingSy as his predecessors had formerly done. 
The crosses proceeded by sea to block up Aka^ 
9ar>do-Sal) while the Portuguc^ army marched 
thither, and invested it by land* The Moors 
strained every nerve to save the place : afiirious' 
battle was fougl^t, and the infidds experienced 
a complete defeat, with the loss of several> 
chiefs. The Portuguese writers unanimously 
affirms that the banner of the cross was seen di$^ 
played by angels, and ascribe their success tfi^^ 
divine interposition. The fortress sur« j^ 
rendered) and was bestowed on the order j^,^ ' 
of St» James. 

No sooner, howev^,^ were tl^ i^Nfoorsidiiven 
back tbancivi] dissensions broke out in Portugal, 
which involved equally thexlergy and the laity. 
The former were dissatisfied that they were taxed 
ID common with tha rest of their fellow-subjects 
by royal authoiity, and appealed to Rome. The* 
boly see fulminated an excommmiication against 
Alonzo II. and. put his kingdom un^r an inter- 
dict. Wlule matters remained in this confusif)n 
the king* died, in the 12 th year of his ^ j^ 
reign, and was meanly buried in* the con- j^^^/ 
i^Htual' church of Alcoba^a. 

Sancho IJ. was only twenty years old at the 
time of )iis» Other's demise. He was a prince of 
9L wild disposition ; and, in order to emancipate^ 
hims^ jfromthe ^stresses whith had embitter- 
ed the lasty^rs of his Other's life, he proposed, 
a reference of all ina$to^ ia dis^ut^ %o 't,he arbi- 
tK9Ai&a of e6ctema$tif^s af esliaJWshad eb^acter. i 
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bM this being accepted, all partied were satisfi- 
ed, and the interdict taken off. 

Domestic peace being thus restored, the kittg 
made a tour of his dominions, and regulat^ 
many things which had fallen into confusion. 
He aJfterwards turned his arms agednst the Moors, 
and obtained several advantages over them ; but 
becoming once more embroiled with his clergy, 
'and through this medium with the domineering 
court of Rome, his kingdom was subjected to a 
second interdict. S'ot satisfied with this stretch 
of power, which in an enlightened age it seems . 
wonderful should ever hstve been submitted to, 
the pope proceeded to depose the king of Portu- 
'gai, and to appoint his brother Don Alonzo re* 
gent. The queen was also carried off as a pri-- 
soner, and the ilt-fated Sancho, after several in- 
effectual at4empts to recover his crown, retired 
to Toledo, where he' spent the remainder 
^ g * of his days in acts of penitence and piety. 
He deceased in the twenty-fifth year of 
Us reign. 

Don Alonzo III. now ascended the throne, as 
heir to his brother. He was a prince of preg- 
nant abilities, but of insatiable ambition. In the 
Sjscond year of his reign, he besieged and took 
the city of Faro, then esteemed the capital of the 
Moorish territories, and carrying Louie by 
storm, put every person it contained to the sword, 
and added a considerable tract of land to hh 4o- - 
minions. 

These successful enterprises rendered him res- 
pected by his neighbours, and dreaded by his 
enemies. Nor was his conduct in civil affairs 
less firm and judicious : he enacted good laws ; 
be encouraj^ the good i he restrained the 1^ 



€#Bticw« ; andt in a word^ was equally dm* 
tk^ishflida^ a warrior aad a statesman. 

Tempted by tlie beauty and fertility of Aada- 
lii^ he conceived tbe design oi derailing the 
king of NieUaiii that pr^vioce of his small terri- 
tory; but tbe Mahometan prince having put. 
biijofteif under the protection of Don Alonao the • 
Wise» king of Castile and Leon, the latUr in* 
quality of ally took the. field> and having over-* 
run the kingdom of Aigarve, erected Siives into 
a bishopric^ The king of Portuf^, aware of 
hiadiBger^ churned the interposttion of the pope» 
wfaidh produced an aooommodation) and this > 
was £urUifir cementjlBd^ by Alon^o of Portugal 
espottsifig a natural daugbler ,af Alonzo's the: 
Wisei named Donna Beatrix^ with, whom he re- 
ceived beck the. kingdom of Algarve as a mar<r 
rii^ portion^ reserving a certain-homage* 

Having a queen^ however, thou^ sterile^ 
living at the same timci this match involved his 
Portuguese majesty in many cUffirulties. The- 
poperefiiseda dispensation, and even put the- 
kingdom under an interdict; but his former 
queen dyings a dispensation at last was granted, 
and the chHdreii by Donna Beatrix were legiti* 

.New quarDeby however, broke out between 
hkn and ^his clergy, whose ineolence . seems tqu 
faane become intolersUe ; but by policy, and ad* 
dress he sitttnoimted all diSknlties^ and ^ ^ 
lOilastdied in peace^ in the sixty«ninth. j^j^[ 
yw of hia age, leaving his dominjoos 
entire,, and hia public prosperous* 

DoikDenia, hia son and successcxTf sumamed 
the Liberal and Father of hi& country^ waa only i 
yem of:age whm h&.moBnted..tfa4^ 
€2 
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throne. He espoused Donna Isabelbt, daaghtei^ 
of Pedro king of Arragon, justly reputed the 
inost amiable princess in Sp«dn ; and, notmth- 
standing some disputes between him and hk$ 
;mother and brother, as well as renewed misun* 
derstandings with his clergy, he conducted him«> 
self so well, that the general affection of hk sub* 
jects saved him from all annoyance. Few prmce^ 
of his age were more leaited, and none shewed 
a warmer patronage to men of erudition. He 
created an university at Lisbon, and established 
BemifMiries of learning in all the principcd towns 
of his dominions. He passed several excellent 
laws, particularly in regard to ecclesiastic^ 
property, which, ':after supporting the prc^)e»^ 
ministers of religion, he justly conudered as a 
fund for the poor, of whidi the church was only 
^e trustees, and therefore discouraged all accii*> 
Hiulation of wealth in religious communities. 

During this reign, a difference commenced 
with Castile, which sub«sted a long time. Fre- 
quent reconciliations took |^ace, but they were 
neither lasting nor sincere.. A double marriage 
between the two families only seems to have 
produced new feuds r and to increase the mor* 
tification of Denis, his son Don Alonzo had beeti 
spurred on by some malecontents to acts nearly 
bordering on rebellion. 

In this dilemma, recourse was had to the see 
of Rome ; but, in sfnte of every effort on the part 
of the king to prevent extremities, Alonzo took 
the field, and though he was defeated and taken 
prisoner, and afterwards treated with great le^ 
mty, this had no effect upon him ; for as soon«^ 
he could retrieve his affairs, he began toconmiit 
the most horrid excesses in the country ikna^. 
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I . iMch he pasoed. Girard, bishop of Evora, re. 

! monstrated with him, and threatened him in the 

name of the pope with spiritaa} censures/ if he 
did not rehim to^iis allegiance ; but so &r was 
this from intimidating him, that he barbarouslf 
put the prelate to death for his interference^ 
At length queen Isabella interposed, and a re» 
conciliation waa effected between the prince and 
^ his &ther ; blit it was far from being nncere on 
die part of the former. In short, he appeared ia^ 

I corrigible* When, pn a certain occasion, Ave» 

i zedo, a gentleman of the bed<«hamber, was des« 

canting on the prince's want of duty, and the im- 
policy of ruining a kingdom that would soon be 
his own, he ordered him to leave his presence on 
pain of loung his head ; ^ I do not value my 
head, sir," returned Avezedo, '^ in the king's ser^ 
vice : the only pun I shall feel in lowng it, id 

i from the reflection that my master has begotten 

I , a son capable of such an action." 

. The lung finding himself approaching his end, 

1 immediately sent (or his son, who attended the 

I'; summons with filial regard ; and, after receiving 

* much good advice from his fisither,.saw him 

depart this life, in the sixty-fourth year ^ -^ 
of his age. No monarch could live j^^ * 

I more beloved, or die more regretted ; 

' and it is a Portuguese proverb to this day, ^ A» 

generous as king Denis." He kept a great naf^ 
val and military force, which protected die trade 
and the {mperty of his subjects from aH annoy- 
ance. 

Don AlonzoIV. sumamedthe Brave, while 
hdr apparent, had done little to merit prake, but 

I much to deserve blame. He entered, however^ 

«ntfae discbaige of his duty with some appear* 



ance o£ TigDur, ai^l discaml^d and ev«ii:pimiilai^ 
XHtany of the advisei^ and partners of.hi$ fgrmer 
crimes. This conduct wovild have fip^ ra^red . 
him popular, had he peroei^i^d in it . with. Qrai- . 
nes&and prudence; but, though brave and niati^. 
r^lly sensible, he was too much swayed by his qa<* 
prices, and influenced by his pa^siqns* He pro»: 
scribed his brother Sanchez as a traitor, but wft»^ 
afterwards reconciled tohim ; he ^nter^ into ^ 
war with Castile, which for several years entail- 
ed misery on both nations ; but the Moors taking, 
advantage oi the hostilities among the Christie 
^ ^ an% the latter united their arms against 
,240. the in&delSy and gave them a signal de» 
fieiat in th^ battle of Celdano- 

The war,, however^ was cariied on for sovet^ 
yeasa witK various success* The Moprs made a. 
ddscenjt on Algarve, which they destroyed with 
life and sword, but at iength wer« obliged. to 
retire, and leave the Portuguc^ dominions ia 
peace. 

No soonw, h<*wever> was .this ailw tenni« 
natedy aii^ the; kk^dom recovering from the 
s^rm, than a new and unexpected hurrtcaiQe 
arose, which shook the. govemmelkt to its verfj 
foundatiooa* . Tiw Pcdro^ pmce of Portugal, 
had hithjieriQ conducted himaelC witb. exemplsr]ri 
PTttdenoe and bravfiic^^ He was a ^ood, son^^ 
a^ a good.husdband to Donna Cons^ai^.Ma*. 
mt^h W wbotm be. had sevesal childmn ; bilr 
h^fK^Qlg tQT&c; his affeolaiDnfijon Donaa Agdcft. 
de Castro, the daughter of a Castilian gentleib 
Trnm* ^he^ had tak^n refuge in the coogol of .For- 
ti^g|a>Ii Ii49 princessi who it is saidpeieemdlti; 
grfw melanciho^ mA S»d* PedfOy there. itt 
>^«M W «ft Ja.hQ»e»..h>d Q^wf<aK£dJ]iapt«iioiif«t 



Agnes to exceed the boiinds of sentiment) be* 
fore he found himself at liberty ; but now he 
gave way to all the transports of love, privately 
married the object of his^ regard, and in short 
made it the whole study of his life to please 
her. 

The courtiers, indignant that a stranger and 
an upstart, as they considered Agnes de Castro^ 
should monopolize the entire affection of their 
prince, and that she should have such influence in 
every thing that related to iavour or (H^ferment^ 
craftily insinuated to the king, that this intrigue, 
which at present only vexed the royal familyi 
might eventually prove the ruin of the state* 
' Urged on by these suggestions, and little sus« 
peetingthat Agnes de Castro was the lawful 
wife of his son, the king was at last prevailed 
on' to order her assasdnation, when the prince was - 
absent on a hunting match* The wretched 
Donna Agnes was at the monastery of Santa 
Clara, when the king arrived with the three 
persons who were to be the executioners of his 
vengeance. On hearing of his approach, the 
innocent victim hastened to meet him, accom- 
panied by her children, and, felling at his feet, 
bathed them with her tears. The spectacle was 
so affecting,, that the king desisted from his de- 
sign ; but his pernicious counsellors reproach- - 
ing him With want of spirit, he gave themoom- 
mission to execute the deed of horror. She was 
butchered in the most barbarous manner, amidst 
her shrieldng babes, and her body lelt to be 
meanly buried in the monastery where she - 
breathed her last. 

No sooner was the prince informed of this sa- 
vage action; than in frantic mge he wasted al 
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ihti archbishop of Bmgs^ interposed) and inod&» 

vated his fury, by the mild ooiioselBof reason^ it 

. ^ is pxpbible that he might have been 

1355'- ^!^^y ^K horcors stiU greater thaa those^ 

he was bent to revenge. 

Don Alonzo, sensible of his .error, studied 

cYery means in his power to rec^icile the prince 

to h^ loss ; but, though he disguised his afiHic* 

tiofti the wounds of 1^ heart were not to be 

healed, ^d oni the demise of his &ther, which 

^ ^ happened not long after, the first, ob- 

1^35 7- i^^^f ^^^ attention was* to honour the. 

remains of Agnes de C^j^ts^ and to. 

bring her murderers to cosidign punishments 

They were: put to, death wkh exquisite tortures,, 

ia^thepresenoe o{ theJs.ing him^lf) who op, this^ 

ee^Qflfasion) forgetting what was due to humanity, 

ijiftulted. them In their last moments* : The sS^ 

faction of DonPedro^ howeveiv had not.yetdi»^ 

l4jL3^ itaelf as he thought to the full ; he^C£^^sed . 

the children he had by Agiaea to be legUimated, 

and. made: the most ample provision .for every. 

person to whom she had. shewn any attachmeny^. 

or^who. had performed her aBy acceptable ser-<> 

~ The jMsxt > great object that Don Pedro had ia 
view, was to reform whatever was ami^^ in the, 
adauni&tmtion or ' government, throughout hia 
dominions. .He first began with himself, and 
retiring to the monastery of Alcoba^a, to which 
he had, removed the dUst of . Agnes de Castro, he . 
cQiitempUitQd the tomb in which he^ was to lie^ 
and reflected on the account he .wa$ one day to 
give of his conduct* Thus prepaired, he pur- 
sued UoLpka^of rcte:ioiiti$uk wUk j»t^adui»^ 9fiA 



Itffect'i «ii^ lBl<iiding.jfi8llGe with meircy^ regard- 
less of pefsons or coonectioAs, parged bis kkig*- 
4om of maleftctDrs of eTery kind* 

While Ped«6 of Bsrtttgai was thus labouring 
to deserve the character of a good prince, Bedvo 
of Castile had behared in sudi a manner as to 
be generally hated, and at laist was obliged to 
jeek shelter in Portugal. The king, unwilKng'to 
involre his subjects in war with the Castiliaoa» 
refused him an asyhim, and sent back his 
daughter, who was to hare been espoused to 
prince Ferdinand of Portugal ; but taking ^ty on 
his distress, granted him a safe conduct into Ga- 
licia, which had not yet declared i^inst him. 

Soon after this, his Portuguese majesty fell- 
ing into a disease, died at Estrenios, in the forty- 
seventh year of his age. His device was a star, 
with the words ^'Monstrat Iter;" indtcatiogi 
that his thoughts were more fixed on celestial 
than on temporsd objects. His subjects, when they 
-reflected on the regularity he had introduced, 
which they knew would last no longer than its 
ttut^or, applied to him what the Romans said of 
Titus, '^ That it would have been better if Don 
Pedro had never been bom^ or that he had never 
died." 

Ferdinaiid> the only-son of the deceased king 
tyy his first princess, was twenty-seven years old 
-when he ascended ^e throne. He was courteous 
in his maimers, very bountiful, and blessed with 
«n easy flow of sprits ; but he wanted steadiness 
and judgment, and levity and eapriee were the 
only dictates of his actions. His court was the 
^resort of aH the gay and dissipated, and he soon 
sqtiandeTed away the treasures which his three 
anHttidiate pf^sdeceMOrs^M-been accuia«tfa^n9» 



While Henry of Casdle, vtho had dethrofied 
his brother Pedro, could maintain his authofit3r9 
Ferdinand shewed him erery external mark of 
lespect ; but when his fortunes sunk, he affected 
ji strict . neutrality. No sooner, however, was 
Pedro dead, than he d^lared zealously in his 
£ivour, by giving the most opprobrious namei 
to his successor Henry, whom he wished to de- 
pose, and to claim Ca^e as his own right, as 
great grandson to Don Sancho the Brave. He 
even proceeded to make war upon Henry, but 
being out-generalled on every occadon, he was 
glad to conclude a peace with his Castilian ma- 
jesty, and to promise to cement it, by espousinf 
Donna Leonora his daughter* 

This match, however, never took place. He 
had seen and became enamoured of Donna Leo- 
nora de TeUez, wife of a hobkman of one of 
the most distinguished &milies in Portugal, and 
in spite of every obstacle made her his queen. 
Slie was a woman of great address, and 
^' J entirely possessed the affections of the 
king; but in proportion as hi$ passioa 
for her every day became more visible, the ge- 
neral hatred of his people rose against her. 
Sdll, however, she continued to strengthen her 
interest by every possible artifice, and for a time 
carried all before her. 

On the death of Henry of Castile and the ac- 
. session of his son Don Juan, % tr^in of negocia- 
tions took place with the ,court of Portugal 
These, however, terminated in a war between the 
t;Biro powei^, in which Ferdinand was assisted by 
the English, under the command of Edmund 
earl of Cambridge. At last a peace was concluded 
between Portugal and Castile, at the expence cf 
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^eir allies ; and Ferdinand, with his usual incon^ 
sistency, offered the king of Castile, lately be- 
come a widower, his daughter the infknta Donna 
Beatrix^ though she had been already contracted 
to his son. Don Juan acceded to the bargain, and 
espoused tlie princess with great pomp, who was 
then only thirteen years of age. 

It is said that Ferdinand, notwithstanding his 
iixoriousness, was at last convinced of the in^ 
trigues of his queen, and even of her infidelity 
with the count of Ourem, whom he intended to 
have dispatched ; but falling into a lingering 
disease, he breathed his last, in the thirty- j^ 
fourth year of his age. His subjects la- j^ga. 
mented his death more than they had ho- 
noured him in his life. 

By treaty, as well as by the king's will, the 
queen was to be regent, and to this disposition 
the ms^stracy of Lisbon seemed to assent. On 
the other hand, the king of Castile sent am- 
bassadors to demand that his consort Donna 
Beatrix should be proclsdmed queen, for which 
orders were accordingly given, but they were 
executed either with indifference or aver- 
sion. 

Meanwhile, the grand master of Avis, and 
some other personages of high distinction, in- 
dignant at seeing Portugal- likely to become ^ 
province to Castile, which he thought was likely 
to be effected by the count of Oui^m, a native 
of that country, and one who had long been the 
princip^ fevourite of the queen, determined to. 
have this minion taken off. He fell in the very 
apartment adjoining that of the queen, who, 
though overwhelmed with grief and indignation 
for her lossi sent to the grand maater toknow^ 

VouXV. D 
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if he meant to murder her too ; but he assured 
her that her majesty had nothing to fear. 

This catastrophe being rumoured through the 
city of Lisbon, and likewise that the grand 
master was in danger, the whole was bustle and 
alarm. The people zealously declared them- 
selves in favour of tlie grand master, who seeing 
them secure in his interest, meditated to marry 
queen Leonora, as the most likely means to pro*, 
long her power and his own. 

The queen rejected the overtures with con- 
tempt, and claimed the protection of Don Juah 
of Castile ; on which the commons, without any 
farther ceremony, ptx)claimed the grand master 
protector of the Portuguese nation, and swore 
never to desert him. 

Soon after Don Juan, . attended by his queen, 
the heiress of Portugal, entered Portugal at the 
head of a powerful army, where he caused him- 
self to be_ proclaimed king, in right of his wife, 
and took upon him the exercise of various royai 
functions. The queen mother was treated with 
much indifference, and the Portuguese nobles, 
who at first had sided with the Castilian, were 
soon disgusted with his distant manners, which 
they contrasted with those of Don Ferdinand^ 
much to the disadvantage of the former. 

Meanwhile, the g^nd master of Avis, from the 
time he assumed the title and office of regent, 
acted with all imaginable prudence and sagacity, 
bestowing the principal places on men of die 
most distinguished virtues, and studying to con- 
ciliate the good will of all, by the most subtle 
behaviour and the most refined policy. 

Nevertheless, the kingdom of Portugal wa$ 
not only split mto two factions^ but it was acta- 



4JI7 divided between two rival ^wers. The 
regent) however^ still kept possession of Lisbon^ 
and Don Juan, sensible of the importance of 
carrying that place, at last determined to be- 
siege it* With immense preparations he sat 
down before it : the siege was carried on with 
vigour, and generally with success, on the part 
of the Castilians ; but a pestilential disorder 
breaking out in their camp, the devastation it 
made was so great, that Don Juan was glad to 
have recourse to negociation* ~ Jn this too he 
^led ; and after various turns of fortune, was 
obliged to retire into his own dominions* A 
crown, however, was too splendid a prize to be 
given up without a severe contest; and the states 
of Portugal, perceiving that their country would 
soon be ruined and depopulated, did they 
not interfere to put an end to the dissensions 
which agitated it, after a long and impartial de« 
liberation, agreed to elevate to the throne Don 
Juan, grand master of Avis, and brother to 
the deceased king, who had executed the of- 
^ce of regent with the general applause of hi^ 
party. 

By this determination, not only the claims of 
the king of Castile vvere set aside, but also those 
which numbers wished to urge in favour of Don 
Juan, son of Agnes de Castro* The principal 
Qobitity immediately made a tender of their scr-^ 
vices to the new elected king, and thus an end 
was put to the interregnum, which had lasted 
eightee^ months, and in its unhappy consequen- 
ces had deluged the country with blood, and rent 
the nation into factions* 

King John I. of Portugal, as we shall now 
caU^him, m order to distinguish him f^pm Don 
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Juan of Castile, assumed the reins of govern- 
ment with the general good will of his subjects, 
but under circumstances of peculiar difficuJty, 
from the ruined and agitated state of his king- 
dom. The king of Castile, so far from ac- 
quiescing in the decision of the states of Por- 
tugal, made haste to invade that country with 
an army of thirty thousand men. His resolu- 
tion was to ruin and destroy all before him, to 
drive the master of Avis, as he styled him, intb 
Lisbon, and not- to depart from that city till it 
had owned him for its sovereign. In pursuance 
of this barbarous scheme, several places were 
taken and sacked, while king John was obliged 
to remain inactive, on account of the%mallness 
of his army, and to be a tame spectator of the 
mischief tliat was done. One reason for this 
passive conduct was, that he expected succour 
fi(t>m England ; but being irritated beyond for- 
bearance, he at last ventured an engagement 
with the forces which he had ; and, notwith- 
standing the superiority of the enemy, obtained 
a complete victory. In this decisive action^ 
_ which took place on the plain of Aljuba- 
1385. ^^' ^^ Castilians lost ten thousand 
men ; and all their former conquests im- 
mediately surrendered. Not satisfied with this, 
the king of Portugal made an irruption into Cas-^ 
tile, where he had the good fortune to defeat the 
grand master of the order of St. James, who 
was killed on the spot, and then returned, cover- 
ed with glory, into his own dominions. This 
campaign fixed the fate of Portugal, and firmly 
established John on his throne. The Castilians 
were glad to accept a truce of three years; which 
before %e expiratbn of tliat period was im- 
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l^ved into a lasting peace, by the death of Don 
Juan, who left no isa^e by his queen Donna Bea- 
trix .; and thus every pretext for making war 
with Portugal ceased. 

But though a pacification took place betwecti 
the two powers, as neighbours and rivals, fre^ 
quent misunderstandings arose, which some- 
times produced a^ partial warfare, of no great 
consequence in its events to either* John in a 
short time became not only the object of fear, 
but also of respect to his enemies ; while the ea- 
sy freedom of his behaviour and the complacen- 
cy of his manners endeared him to his own sub- 
jects. Having on<» been a private person, he 
never forgot those with whom he had formed an 
early acquaintance : he received and paid visits, 
without the least form or ceremony ; and such 
was his humility^ that after an audience he would 
a»£nd the party, when retiring, to the door of 
the apartment.. 

To the poor he was extremely generous, and 
to all he was just; but with all his condescension, 
he knew how to make himself respected, and 
ev^i.dreaded, when occasion required. He suf- 
fered neither rank nor fortune to bias him : the 
reign of the laws he maintained with inflexible 
xeal ; and aUowed no claims to preferment, save 
▼irtue and ability. . He used to say, that conver- 
sation, as it was the cheapest, so it was the most 
improvmg of all amusements. He had a taste 
lor letters ; and he rendered it fashionable among 
Jus courtiers, by his own example. 

John had married the English princess Phitip- 
pa, daughter of the duke of Lancaster, who 
bofe him several children. The affection she 
D2- # 
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entertained for him was so strong, tiiat when he 
determined to undertake an expedition against 
the Moors in Barbary, which he was to com- 
mand in person, she was so concerned • at the 
. ^ thoughts of his absence, tliat ^e died of 
1414. ^^^ before his departure. This blow, 
which he wished to avert when it was 
too late, affected the king and his whole co«rt 
most severely ; but, in order to fulfil his engage* 
ments with other princes, and to dissipate his 
sorrow, he soon after set out, and landed on the 
coast of Barbarf • Success attended his steps : 
the city of Ceiita fell almost at the first attack ; 
but scarcely had John withdrawn from that place, 
before the powers of Barbary formed a league 
for its recovery. The young princes of Portu- 
gal, ^yho were entrusted with the command of 
an army to repel this aggression, behaved with 
abundant prudence and valour, and gave the 
infidels several severe defeats ; but so much im- 
ix>rtance did they attach to the regaining of 
Ceuta, and John to the keeping of it, that the 
latter was obliged to strengthen and enlai*ge the 
fortifications, and to keep a fonnidable army on 
foot, in order to check the advances of the 
Moors. 

Nor was John only fortunate in war, but also 
superlatively happy in his &mily. He had se* 
veral sons whom he had educated with the great- 
est care, and who repaid his paternal re^rd to 
their wel&re by the most dutiful conduct and 
' the utmost zeal to serve him. It was his 
■son Henry, duke of Viseo, who commenced 
those discoveries, which proved in the event sq 
beneficial not only to Portugal but to Europck 
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it was he who encouraged the setding and im- 
provement of Madeira, which still forms such & 
valuable appenda^ to the Lusitanian crown. 
< After arrivhSg at a ^;ood old age, he felt the 
symptoms of decline, which, however, he con- 
cealed as much as possible ; but employed him- 
self like a wise man,^ in making preparation for 
what he knew by the laws of nature was inevita- 
ble* He married Edward, his heir apparent, to 
Leonora, daughter of the king of Arragon ; next 
year he gave his daughter Donna Isar ^ 
bella to Philip IL duke of Burgundy ; ^^^g^* 
and it was at the solemnization of this 
marriage, that the illustrious order of the Golden 
Fleece was instituted. The rest of his &mily he 
disposed of eli^bly ; and, sensible of the ap- 
proach of death, he summoned his children 
iround him, and after giving them the most ex- 
cellent advice, submitted to &te, in ^ x) 
the seventy-uxth year of his t^, uni- j^^,/ 
vet^ly regretted both by his imme- 
^te connections and his peojde. 

Edward was immediately proclaimed king on 
his Other's death, and received the homage of 
the princes of the blood and the nobility then at 
court ; but the plague raging at Lisbon, he 
withdrew to Cintra, where he spent some timej 
apparently engaged in rural diversions, but 
plannmglaws and regulations for the benefit of 
his subjects* 

Eager to signalize his reign, by extending his 
conquests in Barbary, he undertook an expe- 
dition against Tangier; but the event proved 
very unfortunate* The Portuguese were so 
hemmed in by the Moors, that they were giad 
to offer to deliver up Ceuta as a ransom for their 



•«38 PORTOOAU 

deliverance, and the late king's eon Don F^*di« 
nand was left^s a hostage for the performance 
of the treaty. With the greatest cruelty and 
injustice, however, the prince was abandpned to 
the mercy of the Moors ; for neither the king 
nor the council would consent to surrender the 
place. Many preparations indeed were made 
for recovering the prince by force of arms ; but 
before any thing could be accomplished, the king 
^ j^ died of the plague, in the forty-seventh 

X438. y^^ ^^ ^^ ^S®' ^ft^'^ having reigned 
five years. He is allowed to have been 
a prudent, religious, and learned prince. He 
spoke Latin fluently, and wrote it elegantly. By 
his will he appointed the queen Donna Leonora 
regent, during the minority of his son. He 
likewise directed, that all the money he had 
saved should be paid for the ransom o£ his bro* 
ther Ferdinand,* and in case it should not be 
accepted as an equivalent, that Ceuta should be 
restored to the Moors. 

Notwithstanding this disposition, howevei^ 
Che states thought proper to appoint the in&nt 
Don Pedro, duke of Coimbra, regent, till Alonzo 
V. should come of proper s^^ and the queen, 
observing the aversion whidi they htld to be 
governed by a woman and a Castilian, was ob- 
liged to acquiesce in their decision. 

The administration 6f Don Pedro was mild 
and just, and gave general sadsfaction« By the 
consent of the states, he contracted his daughter 
to the young king ; and soon after, the queen 

. • This ill-fated prince died, however, in captivity, and 
his chaplain, who was the companion, wrote also the 
Justory» of hu impntoamcjit. 
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mother, who had been projecting her reinstate- 
inent in power, was taken off by the vUlany of 
ai) ambitious minister, though without the know- 
ledge or connivance of the regent, whose sole 
aim Was the public good, and therefore did not 
stand in need of intrigues to support the station 
to which he was raised. 

Ak>nzo V. afterwards sumamed the African, 
for his heroic expk>its, at fourteen, when he be- 
came major, according to the custom of Por- 
tugal, was the finest youth of his age, and had 
been educated in a i^anner suitable to his high 
rank. In the cortes or parliament which had 
been assembled for that purpose, the regent laid 
down his office ; and humbly craved pardon of 
all for any error of which he might have been> 
unintentionally guilty. Alonzo, with affability 
and good sense beyond his years, craved the 
continued advice of Don Pedro, which was 
readily accorded, but which laid the foundation 
of misery and ruin to that able but unfortunate 
prince. 

His enemies, at the head of whom was his bro- 
ther, envious at seeing him equally the ^vourite 
of the king and the people, by the basest and most 
insidious practices wrought upon Alonzo's mind, 
to suspect his honour and the purity of his views. 
He was accused and calmnniated in the grossest 
manner, even in the king's presence: but to 
which his majesty for a time lent a deaf ear. 
Don Pedro, however, thinldng that retirement 
from court would pacify his detractors, with- 
drew ; but no sooner did his enemies perceive 
that they had gained this point, than they re- 
newed their invectives, and reduced him to such 
extrenuties, that he was forced to .arm in his awn- 
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defence. He was now proclaimed a rebel ; his 
adherents were attainted ; and he fell himself 
with many of his friends in an action purely de» 
fensive. 

Alonzo was soon undeceived ; but repentance 
came too late* That justice, however, which 
had been denied to the duke of Coimbra while 
living, was now paid to his memory when 
dead. The king honoured his remains, and or^ 
dered them to be deposited in the same tomb^ 
which was destined to receive his own* 

The plans of discovery, which the genius and 
zeal of Don Henry, his uncle, had set on ioot, 
were sedulously pursued by Alonzo, and con- 
siderable advantages deiived from an acquaint- 
ance with the Gold Coast* The Castilians be<^ 
came jealous of this success, and pretended to 
have a prior right to the discoveries which had 
produced it ; but the infanta Donna Joanna of 
Portugal having been espoused to Henry IV* 
king of Castile, the business dropped for .the 
present* 
. j^ Not long after the queen, departed 

1455. ^^* ^^^ ^ ^® flower of her i^, not 
.' without strong suspicions of being poi- 
soned by the enemies of her father* The whole 
nation went into mourning on this occasion, 
and the king g^ve an unequivocal proof of the 
sincerity of his regard, by ever afterwards re- 
fraining from any commerce with the sex* 

As well to gratify his ambition as to soothe 
his melancholy, Alonzo now undertook an ex- 
pedition against the . Moors, in which he met 
with considerable success at the outset; and, 
^fter displaying th^ utmost bravery on a variety 
pf occasions) by dint of perseverance, he at last 
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tibtaitied possession of Tangier, hitiierto deem- 
ed impregnable, and which had been a principal 
object in his long proU^cted warfiire with the^ 
infidels* 

Alonzo returned laden with glor^, and ac* 
quired the lofty title of the African. He next 
determined to support his sister's pretensions to 
4he crown of Castile against Ferdinand and Isac 
bella; but in this he failed, both ^^ & a rx 
warrior and a politician ; and at last a ' ' 
peace was concluded between the two 
powers. 

Donna Joanna, his sister, for whom he had 
contended with such ill success, took the veil, 
and Alonzo himself was inclined to leave his son 
Don John the throne, and retire to a convenU 
Arriving at Cintra, howeverj he was seized with 
the plague, which at that time was 
desolating his dominions, and fell a mar- ^ 'g^ * 
tyr to it, in the forty-ninth year of his 
age. 

As he lived universally beloved, so his deatb 
was deeply lamented by his people, notwith- 
standing the high promise which his successor 
John II. had already given of being an able and 
upright prince. At this time he was twenty^ 
seven years old, and he b^gan his reign with 
shewing his filial regard, by ordering a splendid 
funeral for his father, and executing his will witb 
the utmost exactness. 

A person, with whom he had been very inti- 
mate in his youth, presenting him a written pro* 
mise of being made a count when he should aiv 
rive at the sovereignty, John, gravely looking on 
the paper, tore it, and said, ^' I shall forget there 
was such a paper." " Such," added he, ^ as cor* 
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Tupt the minds of young princes, and by be^. 
coining the instruments of their pleasure, ex- 
tract from them promises that ought not to be 
performed, may think themselves happy if they 
escape punishment." 

Soon after his accession, he called an assem- 
bly of the states, in which he received the 
homage of the principal nobility and magis- 
trates. He caused many excellent laws to be 
enacted, and sent commissioners to see them 
carried into execution. He rewarded libei^ally, 
he punished severely, and reprimanded sharply. 
• In his endeavours to check the domineering 
power of his nobles, he met with much resist- 
ance ; but, unawed by their combinations, he 
caused the duke of Bragan9a, the husband of 
the queen's sister, to be beheaded ; because, iii 
violation of his allegiance, he had put himself 
under the protection of the kings of Castile and 
Arragon. His liege sovereign had, however, 
preWously given warning ; but this being disre- 
garded, John was not of a disposition to hesitate 
between expedients. The example of this pun- 
bhment operated as a terror to others, though it 
did not prevent secret cabals. The young duke 
of Viseu, the queen's brother, put himself at 
the head of a conspiracy. Apprised of his trea- 
son, the king sent for him, and asked, ^ What 
would you do to a man who wished to take away 
your life ?" Viseu replied, " I would endeavour 
to be beforehand with him, by killing him if I 
could," " Die then by your own sentence," said 
the king, and immediately plunged a dagger in- 
to his breast.^ When he fell, John, with ironi- 
cal severity, bade him hasten to the duke of 



Brs^an9a, and tdi him the issue of hia contii- 
fauces, and the fate of his fellow tnutors. A 
prodigious tumult fallowed this affair ; but the 
king avowed the reasons of his conduct, and ex- 
ecuted exemplary punishment on all tiie accom« 
p&%sin this plot*N Some were strangled, and 
others thrown into cisterns, where their bodies 
became the prey of verminc. 

This wholesome severity, which could only 
be justified from the high provocation that ex- 
cited it, quieted the turbulent noUes ; and the 
future reign of John was blessed with domestic 
peace* 

Historians have pret^rved many actions and 
expressions of this monarch which deserve to be 
perpetuated. One of his judges, a man of ta- 
lents, but inaccessible without a bribe, was re- 
primanded in the following t^rms : ^ Take care ; 
I know that you keep your hands open, and 
your doors shut." The kingdom of Cbngo,* on 
the coast of Africa, having been discovered in 
hb time, some navigators complained to him 
that the inhabitants would not acquaint them 
with the situation of their mines* With great 
wisdom luid justice John replied : ^< Do not in- 
quire, treat them kindly ; trade with them ac- 
cording to the rules of equity ; carry them such 
things as they are fond of, and you will have the 
produce of Uieir mines, without the labour of 
digging." 

This prince was well acquainted with the im- 

♦ The Portuguese discoveries were rather the eiFect of 
gradual advauces and perseveriog industry than of one 
bold and concerted plan. The doubling the Cape of Good 
Hope by Di Gama alone displays a daring and original 
iRind. 
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portance of a person of his rank being exadi 
in the observance of usages* Some of his most 
<;»nfidential friends one day represented to him, 
that a certsdn formality^ to which he had sub- 
jected himself, was a mere trifle. " Call it not a 
trifle," said he ; " my example is always of con- 
sequence." 

In regard to Castile, he acted with consum- 
mate prudence, and brought about a marriage 
between the daughter of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella, and his son, the prince of Portugal. The 
nuptials were celebrated with great pomp in the 
^ jj city of Evora ; but it was not long be- 
1490. ^^^ ^^ rejoicings which took place on 
this occasion, were converted to the 
deepest mourning. In riding a race with juve- 
nile impetuosity, the prince's horse fell, and 
bruised him so dreadfully, that he lived only 
till next day, when he expii^d in great agony. 
This melancholy accident happened in the sight 
of his parents and consort, and threw the whole 
court into the extremes of melancholy. The 
king actually shut himself up for a time ; but a 
natural son of his, named George, being intro- 
duced to him by the advice of his physicians,^© 
amuse his dejection, he soon conceived such a 
strong affection for him, that he wished, as he 
had no legitimate heir, to leave him his crown. 
This the states steadily opposed ; and, at last, 
he was obliged to nominate the duke of Beja, 
who was, in fact, the nearest legal heir, and 
who afterwards reigned, under the name of 
Emanuel. 

The king falling into an incurable disorder, 
supposed to be the effects of slow poison, and 
finding bis dissolution approaching, employed 
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all hh retndning strength in arranging the af- 
£drs of his kingdom. When urged by the am- 
bassador of Ferdinand to join ^e league with 
Italy) in which so many princes were engaged, 
he said, ^ I am as ambitious as any of them, 
but my ambition is of another kind : I wish to 
be a great king, but the only way to t>ecome so, 
in my opinion, is to make my people a great 
tiation. For this reason, in the vigour of my 
life, I never entered into any of these alliances, 
and I shall not do it in my decline." 

With these patriotic sentiments he . ^ 
expired, in the fqrtieth year of his age, j^^^^/ 
admired and adored by the common 
people, and respected by the nobles. In his 
reign, Columbus had discovered a new conti- 
nent, and he died when Vasquez di Gama was 
on the point of sailing on the voyage which 
opened a passage tathe east- 
Don Emanuel was twenty-six years old when 
he came to the crown : he was agreeable in 
person, courteous in his behaviour, and unive^• 
sally beloved for his generosity, even when in 
a private condition. He has been called For- 
tunate for three reasons, and justly so. He 
attained to the throne, though a remote branch 
of the' royal family, being only great-grandson 
of Alphonzo V. ; he succeeded in almost every 
thing he undertook, or if he ^led, such a high 
opinion was entertained of his abilities, that no 
• blame was imputed to him : a third happiness, 
and the greatest of all, his predecessor had 
humbled the nobility, but Emanuel found them 
sufficiently tractable to be enabled to restore 
them to their former consequence* 

The mildness of his disposition and the gene- 
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nmif <oi hb character induced him to protect 
the Jews, whom his subjects iH-rtreated ; but 
the Portuguese, no longer abie to oppress these 
unfortunate people, now required, witii a tone ^ 
some authority, that they should be expelled. 
This was the only occauon on which Emamiel 
experienced the opposition of his subjects, in an 
aSair conti'ary to his feel^gs and his better 
ju^ment. . 

^ -^ In the second year of his reign, Di 
iw* ^^^^ discovered the passage to the 
East indies by the Cape of Good 
Hope* The enterprising spirit g£ th« Portu* 
guese, first roused into action by prince Henry, 
as already noticed, had pcompted them to un- 
dertake numerous voyages along the coaist of 
Africa^ and, though they seem to have bee& 
slow and timid in their operations, they ^la* 
dually became embc^dened by success, and 
stretched &r beyond the boundary of micient 
navigation in that quarter. When they found 
within the torrid zone, which had long been 
aui^tosed uninhabitable, fertile countriies and 
populous nations, they conceived the idea, thai 
by pursuing the trendings of the coast they 
should eventually reach India. 

Full of this grand project, Di Gama, an 
officer of rank and abilities equal to the vast 
undertaking, sailed from the Tagus with a 
small squadron. Unacquainted with the proper 
season and route of navigation in that immense • 
ocean through which he had to steer his course, 
his voyage was long and dangerous. At length, 
^wever, he was fortunate enough to double 
that cape, which had proved the ne fiiua uitra of 
his countrymen's attempts, the constant object 
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of their terror and their hope. From thence 
-he proceeded along the south-east coast of 
AfrK^a, till he amved at Melmda, where he 
had the sattsfa,ction to find a people far ad- 
vanced in civilization, and engaged in active 
commerce with remote countries of Asia. Con- 
ducted by their pilots, he sailed across the In- 
dian ocean, and landed at Calicut, on the coast 
of Malabar, May 22, 1498, exactly ten months 
and two days after his departure from the port 
of Lisbon. 

Di Gama conducted himself with amazing 
prudence and resolution in his intercourse with 
the natives, and, lading his ships with many 
rich productions of the east, returned to Por- 
tugal, where he was received with every testi- 
mony of gratitude and respect by the king and 
the nation. 

On the first intelligence of Di Gama's suc- 
cessfiil voyage, the Venetians, who had hither- 
to monopolized the trade of tide east, with the 
quick-sighted discernment of merchants, fore- 
aaw the ruin of their commerce, without the 
possibility of either preventing or retarding the 
expected crisis. 

The Portuguese, on the other hand, were 
elated with their good fortune, and entered on 
the new career that was opened to their activity, 
with a vigour, commercial and ihilitary, beyond 
what might have beea expected from their nar« 
row limits and resources. Emanuel, however, 
was intelligent and bold ; he was capable of 
forming plans of the greatest magnitude with 
calm systematic wisdom, and of executing them 
with imremitting perseverance. He selected the 
most able officers to carry his pre-concerted 
E 2 
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meaaares into effect ; and, in little loare than 
twenty years from the first discovery of thel%* 
diesy the Portuguese had made e^Lten^ve settle- 
ments along the ooasty and in a great measure 
diverted the oriental trade from its long accus- 
^med phannel* 

Not satisfied with this ascendant, which they 
.%ad acquired in India by their good fortune and 
address, they early formed a scheme, more po- 
litic than liberalvof ^eluding all other nations 
from a participation in the advants^s of a 
commerce with the east, and thby partially ac- 
complished what their ambition had planned* 

In consequence of this, the ranklings of jea- 
lousy and envy, which the Venetians had natu- 
Tally indulged, now broke out into overt acta. 
By thdtr instigation, the sultan of the Mame- 
lucks fitted out a powerful fleet in the Red Sea, 
with a design of attacking the Portuguese, and 
recovering Ihose advantages of which they had 
deprived him as well as his allies* The Lusita- 
nians, however, met this formidable squadton 
with undaunted courage, and tofcaUy defeated 
it* After this, they continued their progreas 
without interruption, and established a c-ammer- 
cial em|nre, which till that time bad no parallel 
in the history of natTons. Emanuel, who laid 
.the foundation of tl^is mighty fiibric, had the 
felicity to see it almost completed ; and, besides 
•diis sjdendid f^pendage of his crown, he added 
the important province of Brazil to his domi- 
mons. 

The Portuguese monarch, indeed, was too 
wise to engage in any enterprise that 'did nxA 
promise interest as well as glory* He lived mi 
food terms with his neiiphbours, and confioed 



Jbk wars to tlie eoast of Africa ; f«r .his coa- 
.quiesls, both m the eaat «U)d the west) scarcely 
jdieserved the appeUation oi militttry affiufs. !h^ 
J^g ever display more magoificefice ; audi 
&qm the discovenes he had made, and the coa- 
jsequi^nt ififiux of wealth into his doiniBi<M)|6, few 
^arere better able tp indulge in expensive parade. 
Foreigners wefe struck with thje splendour of his 
.^mba^es ; and magnificent cpDeges, churches 
places, sMid ho9pital39 which were 4edly rising 
^hroqghout his kingdom? attested tp his people 
ihe libera] spirit of their sovereign^ and the hap- 
piness of his government. 

Under this reign, however, the plague made 
its appeara^nce, as it had done frequently before ; 
yet ^mine never approached the coasts of Portu- 
gal, though it wasted the strength of Africa, to 
which the compassionate Emanuel stretched^ out 
.the hiM^d'of assistance. 

After having achieved s^ch great things, and 
arrived at xhp summit of huns^ glory, the king 
of P<»tugal, smit with the miania of the times, 
had formed a design of abdicating the throne, 
and retiring to a convfent. Observing, however, 
that his son was likely to tarnish tibe honour 
he had acquired by a premature elevation to so- 
vereign power, he changed his design, and de- 
dicateid his time as before to the service of hb 
.country, though he never appeared ^o happy, 
-or in such an aimable point of view, as when 
aurrounded by his &mil^, with whom be i^nt 
his leisure iti the sweetest endearments of do- 
mestic society. 

Such was the exalted character of Emanuel, 
that some will not allow he had any &ults, but on- 
J^ viitufis.carried to excea^ i and from an imp^^ 
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tial estimate of. his conduct, it must be confess- 
ed, that few greater or better mc^ have appear- 
ed on the stage of life. Attached to the liberal 
arts, he shewed the greatest deference to learn- 
ed men while alive, and moumed their loss 
with unaffected sorrow. In niany of the scien- 
ces he excelled, and in all the little arts that 
embellish life, and render us happy and beloved, 
he had no equals. The last and the most glori- 
ous trait in his character, which we shall men- 
tion, is the compliment that has been paid him 
of banishing poverty and distress from his domi- 
nions. 
^ jj An epidemic fever, which terminated 
j'* in a mortal disease, carried off this pa- 
triot king at the age of fifty-three, at a 
time when his subjects were congratulating 
themselves, from a consideration of his uniform 
temperance and the soundness of his constitu- 
tion, that his reign was likely to be protracted to 
the utmost limits of human duration. 

His son and successor John III. inherited 
many of the noble qualities of his father, and 
particularly, his discernment in the choice of 
ministers. One of them, named Don Antonio, 
from the subsequent anecdote which is recorded 
of him, seems to have deserved his confidence; 
The lord of Azambuja, descended from one of 
the oldest families in Portugal, by the derange- 
ment of his affairs, in consequence of his ex- 
pences in the king's service, was reduced to the 
necessity of offering his lands for sale. " They 
lie adjacent to you," said the king to Antonio.; 
<' you will do well to purchase them." " Your 
majesty," replied the minister, " will do better 
if you enable the proprietor to keep them i for 
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fae tand his ancestors have been rukied only by 
the services which tbey have rendered to the 
crown*'' John listened to t^s monition, and) by 
a generous action, prevented the fall of an iUus* 
tnous &mily. 

If this prince, however, who certainly was not 
deficient in judgment or 'goodness, didi not estab- 
lish the inquisition, he at least suffered it to as- 
sume a power under which the Portuguese have 
long groaaed. No doubt, he in^A^bed that he 
was taking the most effectual means to reform 
the morals of his people, by purifying Christia* 
xuty among them ; but^ in hcty he made only 
hypocrites, who are unquestionably vvsorse thaii 
heretics or even infidels* The latter, it is to be 
hoped, may some time or-^other open their eyes 
to the conviction of immutabk and divine truth. | 
but the f(^mer are without principle, and there* 
fbre iBcapable of refonnation* 

During the reign of John IIL Solymon the 
Magnificent, the most enlightened monarch of 
the Ottoman race, jealous of the rising power 
and opulence of the Portuguese in the east, and 
eager to supplant them, ordered the bashaw of 
Egypt to employ his whole force against the 
Christians in that quarter. Accordingly, the 
bashaw ssdled down the Red Sea with an im-t 
mense armament ; but so well were the Po^u- 
guese prepared for his reception, that he expe* 
rienced nothii^, except d^at and disgrace* In 
Africa, likewise, the king of Fez was baffled be* 
fore the town of Safi ; and the infidels quacreU 
Hng one with another, &mished a plausible op< 
portunity for attacking them in all directions : 
but John wisely satisfied himself with securing 
what he had skoc^dy gained oa that contme^t, 
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and with repelling aggression, when anf one 
was weak enough to contend with him* 

At home he strenuously exerted himself in 
reconciling differences among his nobility, and 
establishing wnolesome regulations respecting 
precedency, some of which subsist at this day* 
He had, indeed, formed several gi'eat designs, 
which were almost ripe for execution, when he 
was suddenly called from a temporal to an eter- 
^ J. nal state. He had previously the misery 
j^^y' to behold the scythe of death extended 
over his femily, and mowing down, with- 
out distinction, both cdd and young of both sexes. 
He left only one son, Sebastian HI* an infant 
about three years of age. 

The regency, during the minority of this 
child, was committed tp the hands of his grand- 
mother, who behaved with great pmdence and 
circumspection ; but the Moors, supposing that 
they might easily dispossess the Portuguese of 
their AMcan possessions under a female govern- 
ment, took the field with an army of 80,000 
men : the queen regent sent, however, such 
speedy succours, and promised such ample re- 
wards to those who distinguished themselves, 
that the enemy were obliged to abandon the en- 
terprise. This success for a time supported her 
authority ; but, finding the people generally dis- 
affected to her as a woman and a Castiliauj she 
voluntarily surrendered her power into the hands 
of cardinal Don Henr}', the young king's uncle* 
By him l)on Alexius de Meneses was appointed 
governor, and Gonsales de Gomera, with two 
other priests, preceptors to Sebastian. These 
inculcated principles which totally destroyed the 
hopes which it was their duty to have realized* 



JPORTUGAL. 53 

IRs governor was continually impressing on his 
tender mind, that courage was the chief virtue 
of a king, and that danger was to be despised 
where glory was the object in view. The 
priests, on the other hand, instead of instructing 
him in true religion, only inspired him with an 
abhorrence of heretics and infidels ; and, in con- 
sequence of this preposterous plan of instruction, 
he became rash, inconsiderate, and obstinate, a 
bigot, and a &natic ; all which odious qualities 
united, eventually involved both himself and his 
kingdom in ruin. 

No sooner was he emancipated from the tram-^ 
mels of education, than he was inflamed with a 
desire of giving proofs of his intrepidity, and of 
his implacable hatred to Mahometanism. It was 
this fatal enthusiasm which hurried him into an 
ill-concerted expedition against the Moors on the 
coast of Africa, notwithstanding the entrea- 
ties of his most prudent counsellors, and the re- 
monstrances of several foreign princes, who 
kindly interested themselves in his welfar|e« 

Sebastian was deaf to the voice of reason and 
the expostulations of friendship. The queen di- 
ed of grief on account of her grandson's obsti- 
nate impetuosity ; and Don Henry, to whose 
misconduct in his education this madness had 
been whouy owing, retired in despair to his see. 
The nobility, whose talents had been matured by 
age and experience, declined to attend in coun- 
cil, lest they should seem to sanction by their 
presence a crisis which they could not avert. 
His very ambassadors wrote to him in the name 
of the princes at whose courts they resided, but 
nothing could dissuade him from his projected . 
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enterpiisew Tke duke of Mascaregnas^ wh« 
had reafped ao many iaards in ]^(&^ added all 
llie weight of hb high char^ter to dutiM eft* 
treaties to desist ; baty mstead of listening to his 
aaggestkffiB, Sebnsdan, joining derisicto to insult^ 
called a council <€ physicians^ who, in order 
to gratify tiieir sovereign's folly, were inducdl 
to decdai^ in conseqfuence of the prudent ad- 
me of Mascaregnas, that courage naturally 
diminished with increase of years, and that it 
was nothing unusual to see a man who had in 
the vigour of his age signalized his bravery be- 
come timid and irresolute towards the close of 
his days. 

Even the king of Fez himself, against whom* 
Sebastian directed his arms, made representa- 
tions which displayed rather compassion for a 
giddy youth, about to throw himself down a 
precifnce, than either fear or policy. As the 
pretMice assiimed by the king of Portugal for 
commencing war was the restoration of Muly 
Mahomet to the throne of Morocco and Fez, 
from which he had been driven by his uncle 
Muley Moluh^ the latter wrote to him in res- 
pectful terms, and produced incontestable evi- 
dence to prove, that his nephew was a most 
degraded character, a cruel tyrant, and in eveiy 
respect unworthy the favour or asmstance of a 
good man. The African farther entreated his 
Catholic majesty, with whom he lived on friend- 
ly terms, to second his remonstrances ; and, in 
(M^er to render them more efikadous, he of- 
fered to augment the territory round the Portu- 
guese fortresses in Africa with ten thousand 
acres of land : ^ Not," added he, with a suitt*- 
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able magnanimity, ^^ that I dread the issue of 
the contest, but because I am anxious to pre- 
rent the useless effusion of human blood." 
' On the 24th of June, in the year 1577, Se- 
bastian set sail from the port of Lisbon with a 
fleet of fifty ships and five gallies, and trans- 
ports and tenders, making nearly one thousand 
sail. He had twelve pieces of cannon, and 
about fifteen thousand men, composed of na- 
tives, and various foreign adventurers,* who 
were allured to join his standard by the hopes 
of plunder and dissipation. 

Against this motley group, Moluh, an aged 
warrior, advanced with an army of one hun- 
dred thousand men. The experience of the 
African soon convinced him, on the landing of 
the Portuguese, from the unskilful manoeuvres 
of their chiefs, that he had little to dread from 
soldiers, however brave, that were so badly offi- 
cered. His principal concern was^ lest the ebb- 
ing tide of life should not allow him time to 
beat them ; for, at this important crisis, he felt 
the attacks of a mortal fever, and knew his 
destiny was sealed. When the two armies, how- 
ever, came in sight of each other, near Alca- 
zarquiver, Moluh, though unable to sit on 
horseback, gave orders from his litter with the 
spirit and prudence of a veteran commander ; 
and no sooner were both sides drawn up in 
battle array, and ready to engage, than he 
caused himself to be placed on horseback, that 
he might have an opportunity of observing whe- 

• Among the rest were seven hundred Italians, com- 
manded by an English exile, named Sir Thomas Stukeley, 
whose life was a tissue of romantic exploits. 

Vol. XV. F 



ther his dtspositioDs were duly executed* S^ilfew 
fied as to this, point, he returned to his litteir^ 
and gave the signal to engage. 

Oh the first attack, the Portuguese in&ntr]r 
g^ned some little advantage, on which Moluhy. 
for a moiAent forgetting his extreme debility, 
threw himself from his litter, mounted a horse, 
and was rushing to the charge swond in hand. 
His guards checked his impetuosity, but this 
last effbrt so exhausted the small remains of his 
strength^ that he sunk down in their arms. He 
was carried back to his litter, and, placing his 
finger before his mouth, as a signal that he re- 
commended silence, in that attitude he expired* 

To keep up the deception in the eyes of the 
Moorish troops, a renegado, named Hamet 
Taba, who remained by the litter, occasionally 
drew the curtains a little aside, as if to receive 
orders, while Muley Hamet, the brother of the 
deceased, monarch, commanded in his room, 
and gained a complete, victory. The whole . 
Portuguese army, except about fifty men, were 
either killed or taken prisoners. 

The fate of Sebastian is variously related* 
It seems he was wounded with a bullet in the 
shoulder, but as the wound was. not dangerous, 
he continued to combat,, and had two horses., 
killed under hi^m. The flower of his nobility 
foil by his side in the action; and respecting 
himself,, we select fix>m the. contradictory mass 
of accounts what appear most probable^ or 
have had most suppoilers* 

The firet states, that the Moors surrounded 
him, deprived him of his sword and his arms, 
and having secured his person, a quarrel arose 
among his captors, on whichone of their generals, 
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n£ng intmiong them, exclaimed, " What, ye 
dogs ; wfien Ood baes given you so glorious a 
victory, would you cut one another's throats 
•bout a prisoner ?" at die same time aimmg a 
How at Sebastian, he brought him to Sie 
ground, while the rest dispatched him. In con* 
^ormity to this relation, it isfiirther said that 
Muley Hamet sent next day to the spot where 
Ihis scene had passed, when (me of the kuig% 
valets discovered his master^ body among the 
slain, and that others recognized it also by 
Very probable marks ; for it is allowed that his 
visage was too much disfigured to admit of 
certain proofs. This body, however, was deli* 
▼ered up, and, being conveyed to the monastery 
oi Belem, was interred among the princes of 
Portugal with aU possible solemnity. 

The other most likdy account is that of Louis 
Brito, a Portugueise nobleman, who, retiring 
from the scene of carnage with his colours 
wra^ied round his body, was met by the king, 
who called out, ^ Hbld &st your colours, and 
let us die upon them." The prince immedi* 
ately mdhed among the Moors, and was taken. 
Brito delivered him, but in the even} was him- 
self seized, together with the colours. While 
they were carrying him away, he obseived Se- 
bastian, who was not pursued. Don Louis de 
Lima deposed, likewise, that he met his ma* 
jesty advancing towards the river, and thils was 
the last time that he saw him. 

These circumstances deserve-to be recorded, 
because, about twenty years after this &tal day, 
a person appeared at Venice, who gave himself 
out to be Don Sebastian, and offered a very 
plausible account at least for his re-appearance* 
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He said, that after the battle he dragged him- 
self from below the dead with which he was 
covered, and after wandering about some time 
in Africa, he returned to Portugal, and even 
entered his own palace, where shame prevented 
him from making himself known. Certain it 
is, this person had the gait^ stature, gestures, 
and voice of Don Sebastian ; and, in confirm- 
ation of his identity, he shewed the scars of his 
wounds, and particularly those in his shoulder 
and over his eye. 

Several of the Portuguese recognized and 
acknowledged him. The commissioners too, 
whom the senate of Venice had appointed to 
interrogate him, were much astonished to hear 
him give an account of some secret negocia- 
tions with that republic* Struck with his 
manly confidence, the invariable firmness of 
bis answers, his modesty, his piety, and the 
fortitude with which he bore his sad misfor-* 
tunes, they durst not declare him an impostor. 
The Spanish ambassador, however, insisted that 
he should be expelled from the state of Venice, 
and the senate, though well inclined to grant 
him an asylum, did not venture to refuse. 
, After this, the real or pretended Sebastian 
retired to Florence, where he was arrested by. 
order of the grand duke of Tuscany, and de- 
livered up to count de Lemos, viceroy of Na- 
ples, for the king of Spain, who at that time 
was in possession of the throne of Portugal. 

• Though inclined to believe that this man was no im-? 
postor, is it not possible that the rival Venetians might 
nave set him up to confound the Portuguese, and fur- 
nished him with information that would give a verisimi- 
litBde to his relation ? i 
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Wiien the prisoner appeared befone tbe yncettfff 
being asked who he was, he replied, " You cer- 
tainly ought to know me, as you was twice 
eharged with embassies to my court." He then 
entered into the detail of some secret drcton* 
stances that could' have been known only to the 
prince who then sat on the throne* He even 
astomshed two princesses, related to Don Sebas- 
tian, by the closeness of his. replies to some 
questions which curiowty prompted^ them to 
p^pose to him. 

Tot a time he was mildly treated, though re- 
liined a prisoner ; but, after the death of the 
coum de Lemos, he was put to the torture i& 
order to force a retraction of his declarations. 
This he steadily refused to make, in spite of all 
#iat ingenious cruelty could inflict. It wa» 
next tried to make lum contemptible in the eyes 
^ that public which either fevoured or pitied 
kuii. H« was paraded about the streets of Na<* 
pies OB an ass, preceded by a public crier, who 
announced him as the hnpostor that cabled him- 
gelf I>Qil Sebastian, king of Portugal ; to which 
he constantly replied, " I am Sebastian ;*' and 
When 1^ crier added that he was a Calabrian> 
lie exdntmed in a k»uder fone, ^ That is false.'^ 
> Afl^ this igikHnmiouB ceremony he was de;*- 
Ikiitied a prisoner some time longer in the kmg- 
dcttU ol Naples, mid was then removed to Gas^^^ 
tite, where he n^as never h^rd of more. 

Uiiable to tiecoimf for his knowledge of many 
circumstances relative to I^ortugal, and unwil- 
Ihig to aHow UkaSi he was the identical Don 
S^iafitian, the Spaniards gravely pretended that 
he was a magkian, and that the devil sug- 
gesM to^ Itim l^ose ilKisions which were cal^ 
F 2 
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GQlated to make an impression on credulous 
minds* It must, however) be allowed, that) 
supposhig him in reality to have been an im- 
postor, they ought to have convicted him by 
the clearest evidence, in order to justify their 
treatment of him, and to undeceive the world. 

In Portugal, Don Sebastian was considered 
and believed to be really dead ; and in conse- 
. ~ quence, the cardinal Henry, his unclC) 
1578. assunaed the reins of government, at the 
advanced age of seventy. His situa- 
tion was irksome in the extreme. All the 
young nobility were cut off, or carried into 
slavery, and the kingdom was exhausted of men) 
money, and reputation. The first wish of the 
nation was, that the king should marry, in or- 
der that he might leave heirs, and prevent a 
civil war, with which the kingdom was me- 
naced, in case of the failure of the direct royal 
line. A dispensaticm having been proposed for 
the old cardinal, both as a piiest and a bishop, 
the consistory of Rome debated on the subject^ 
but political, reasons induced them to suspend 
their decision. 

From the moment, indeed, that Henry as-* 
cended the throne, he heard of nothing else, 
but successors. Three competitors instituted 
claims to the throne of Portugal, whenever it 
:$houId become vacant ; the prince of Parma, 
the dutchess of Bragan9a, and Philip U. oJF 
Spain. The two last had nearly an equal right. 
Henry was extremely partial to the duchess o£ 
Bragan^a, but dreackd the power of Spain f 
and, thus wavering between his inclinations and 
bis fears, he died without declaring a suc^ 
lessor. He lived sixty *eight yearS) and reigned 
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imidst incessant vexation and di^i^n about so^^ 
Tenteen months. He was the nineteenth sove- 
reign, and the seventeenth king of Portugal, the 
eighth and last of his house ; for in him termi« 
nated the male line of the Portuguese princes, 
after having subsisted upwards of four hundred 
and sixty years. 

Henry was little esteemed, notwithstanding 
he possessed many good qualities, and he would 
have left the world without the regret of his 
people, had they not reflected 6n the storms to 
which they were about to be exposed. In order 
to allay ' them in some measure, Henry had 
named five governors, in whose hands the sove- 
reign power was to be deposited after his deaths 
tin a successor should be legally appointed* 
The grand affair relative to the succession was 
to be debated in their presence ; but, in fact, 
the business had been settled before the king 
made his exiu Of the five governors or regents, 
a majority were in the interest of Philip H. of 
Sp^ii ; but, io support his pretensions, he 
had a more decisive voice — an army of twea« 
ty thousand men, commanded by the duke of 
Alba, who had orders to enter Portugal without 
delay. 

That kingdom was &r &om being in a state 
capable of opposing an efifectual resistance to so 
formidable a force. The* Spaniardis, therefore, 
Mlvanced with order and discipline, no one dis- 
puting their progress, except the prince of Crato, 
the illegitimate nephew of the deceased king, 
who caused himself to be {Hxx^laimed by the po- 
pulace of lisbcHi, to whom he was generally ac- 
ceptable. , His troops, composed of raw men, 
C<^lected in haste, badly armed and appomted^ 
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were 4itpegncd on the first attaeki The prince 
hifii«elf escaped) end wandering about through^ 
the kingdom for several nionths, thou^ a pricft 
mis set on his head, M last escaped to France* f 



CHAPTER III. 
/fiHWY of PfHugdlmAertke King$^^am. 

ON the defeat of Don Aftfonio, prince of Cra^ 
to, the whole kingpdom suboutted to Pl^p 
of Spain, together with the garrisons in Barbae 
ly, the settlements <» the western cooflt of Afri^ 
ea, of &aeil, and in the East Indies. The Ma- 
(k^s^ however^ held out for Don Antonio till 
liief were reduced^ and tJaas French wry which 
oame to &voiir their resistance was entirely de* 
ieatad and destro)^» 

As PhMip had sufficient policy not to widi to 
appear a conqueror, he did nol enter Porta* 
gal till it had made its full submission to his 
power. At last he arrived at Lisbon, where he 
was received with sullen pomp without acclama* 
lions. It was easy to see tiMit force not choice 
made him their king ; and, sensible of this, ho 
emdtevoiired to conciliate the affiectiona of the 
peqde by confirming the advantageous terms 
which he had previoualy offered by letters* 
These conditbns were,, that he should take a 
solemn oath to matniaift the liberties and immu^ 
nitiea of the peopk ; that the slaies shouid be 
9asi»nbled within the reslm, and nothing pro* 
pond in any other conneil, reliiive to Portogal » 
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that the viceroy shcmld be a native, ufUess tht 
Jcmg should delegate that charge to one of the 
royal family ; that the household should be kept 
on its ancient footing ; that the post of first pre- 
sident, and of all offices, civil, military, and ju- 
dicial, should be filled with Portuguese ; that all 
dignities in the church and orders of knighthood 
should be confined to the same ; that the com- 
merce of Ethiopia, Africa, and the Indies, should 
be carried on by their merchants and vessels 
alone ; that all duties on the frontiers should be 
annulled ; aod lastly, that Philip should ad- 
vance 300,000 ducats to redeem prisoners, re- 
pcur cities, and relieve- the miseries, which pes- 
tilence and other calamities had brought on the 
nadon. - 

These, with other collateral conditions of si- 
milar import, formerly offered, and rejected by 
the Portuguese, Philip now confirmed in person : 
but when the duke of Ossuna proposed, that in 
case of his violating the compact, the states 
should be freed from their allegiance, and might 
de£snd their rights by the sword, without incur- 
ring the crime of treason or perjury, he abso- 
lutely refused to ratify the clause ; which in a 
manner impeached his sincerity in what he had 
done, ond vitiated aH his professions. 

All these concessions, however, witli the most 
lavish distribution of honours and employments, 
failed to reconcile the Portuguese to a foreign 
master* This profuse conduct on the part of 
the sovereign had also an effect which was not 
immediately foreseen : it weakened the power, 
and absorbed the revenues of the crown ; and^ 
by putting it out of the power of his successors 
to shew equal liberality, it exdted only a short- 



lived .^pralitu<ie in a fev, aod made a number of 
fnalecontentfiy to which time was continually 
Adding. 

Thus Phiiipy with every appearance of a re- 
fined policy and of an anxious desire to please, 
found his sew subjects still more and more dis*- 
gusted with his govemmeiit ; particularly when 
they perceived that the partisans of Don Anto- 
nio were treated with a degree of rigour, wfakh 
the forlorn state of his fortunes could not either 
jxistify or require. The exikd prince, however^ 
atill retained atid used the title.of king of ^ortu- 
gsd ; and, after conciliating the good wUl of 
France, to which he had retired, with a fleet of 
§0 sail and a conaideral^ body of troops for- 
nished by that crown, he made an attempt on 
the Terceias. The Spaniards, however, repuls- 
ed him with great loss, and inflicted exemplary 
puoiahment on the P<n>tuguese prisoners found 
in his service* ^ 

Nevertheless Bon . An tomo retained possession 
of a few places, coined money, and exencised 
other acts of regal power ; but his affah's be- 
coming more and more d^perate, with sqm^ 
difficulty he made a second escape into France. 
From thence he passed over into England, where 
he was well received ; and as Elizabeth was 
tqually hostile to the Spaniards, many priva- 
teers were covertly fitted out against them, un- 
der the comfmissiim of Antonio* After Philip, 
however, had weakened his power by the equip- 
mtent of the armada,, and lessened his credit by 
seeing it totally defeated, the queen of England 
openly espoused the cause of Don Antonio, as 
much with a view of avenging herself as of serv- 
ing Urn } and ^ir Jciin NaTia6nd:Sir Fmncia 



Drake i««fe setil witdb ft powerfiit aquadnm aadr 
anxiytoi attempt seaiyxighm on the throne of 
Portugal. 

It was on ^18 occasion that he agreed to bor» 
vow 300,000 ducats of Muley Hamet, king of 
Eez and Morocco, for the repayment of which he- 
delivered up his son Don Christopher as an hos^- 
tage. But Philip, aware of the correspondence* 
between them, by a deep stroke of poticy sur- 
i^idered Arzila to the Moors, in order to put an 
end to the negociation ; and disputes arising be* 
tween Norris and Drake, in consequence of an 
ill-concerted attack upon Corunna, the expedi* 
tioni which had been undertaken with such fa- 
vourable omens, terminated in nothing. 

Antonio returned to England with the fleet, 
which imported the plague, the only memorable 
circumstance attending the expedition ; but find- 
ing himself little regarded, he withdi^w once 
more into France, where he fell into |^reat pover* 
ty and distress* At length, after various vicissi'* 
tudes of fortune, he departed this life in the 64th 
year of his age, and was buried in the church of 
the nuns of Ave Maria. He left several chil* 
dren behind him ; but having taken the vows of 
celibacy and chastity before their birth, they were 
regarded as illegitimate. To the last, he main- 
tained a considerable interest in Portugal, and 
had at different Umes drawn immense sums of 
money from that kingdom ; all which he squan- 
dered away in fruitless negociations, and ineffec- 
tual attempts to disturb the Spanish possessions 
in every part of the globe. 

But Don Antonio was not the only person who 
set up claims to the crown of Portugal. The 
nation, as much from a detestation of the Spa- 
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nish yoke as a predilection ^^r its hereditary- 
kings, were continually amusing themselves with 
the hopes that Don Sebastian would appear, like 
another Messiah, for their deliverance* So strong 
was this prepossession, and such a degree of cre- 
dulity reigned among the populace, that it was 
proverbially said, they woiid have taken a negro 
for Don Sebastian* This humour was sure to 
be gratified by the ambition of some and the fol- 
ly of others. Without adverting again to that 
Sebastian who acted such a remarkable part at 
Venice, and whose pretensions as well as his ul- 
timate fate are covered with an impeneti'able 
veil, there were several pseudo Sebastians ap- 
peared in the heart of Portugal itself, two or 
whom we shall particularize. One was the son 
of a tiler at.Alcobaza, who, after a short career 
of profligacy, turned hermit, and from his soli- » 
. tude burst forth as the real Sebastian. This ig- 
norant pretender had two associates in his folly 
or his villany, for it is doubtful which predomi- 
nated most, one of whom was styled Don Chris- 
topher de Tavora, the other the bishop of Guar- 
da. These began to collect money, and were . 
in a feir way of exciting serious disturbances, 
had not the cardinal arch-duke caused them to be 
apprehended, and after exposing the pretended 
Siebastian with every mark of ignominy, sen- 
tenced him to the gallies for life, while his friend, 
the self-consecrated bishop of Evora, was con- 
denuied to be hanged. 

The second representative of Don Sebastian 
was Gonsalo Alvarez, the son of a mason. This 
man having promised to make the daughter of 
a rich yeoman his queen, through the influence 
of his intended father-in-law> raised a banditti of 
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nearly 1000 men, and some blood was spilt before 
he was secured. At length, incontestable proofs 
being brought of the imposture, Alvarez and 
his principal supporter were hanged, drawn, 
and quartered at Lisbon. 

In short, so unpopular was Philip become in 
Portugal, that any person who had hardinesa 
enough to attempt disturbing his government, 
was sure to find some partisans ; yet it does not 
appear that he merited this so much from any 
regular design of injuring the people, as from 
an erroneous conduct, and a restless ambition* 
His immense preparations for the invasion of 
England, in which he was so completely foiled, 
impoverished all his European dominions, but 
on the Portuguese had the most &tal effects. 
The pretensions of Don Antonio, and the hopes 
of despoiling their Indian fleets^ roused, all the 
energies of the English, fit>m whose power 
Philip found himseU* incapable of defending 
them. Hence loud clamours, sometimes with* 
out reason, and generally without remedy. The 
king, in order to allay those expressions of dis* 
content, borrowed money of the nobility on the 
security of the customs ; and this, though a tem- 
porary relief, only increased the evil it vras in- 
tended to remove. The public revenue thus 
mortgaged became fixed and hereditary, so that 
the merchant is oppressed, while the king is not 
benefited. 

This expetfient being soon exhausted, a cer- 
tain per centage was imposed, in the nature of 
ship money, for the defence of the coasts and 
the protecti<xi of commerce, which for a time 
was properly applied ; but, sanctioned by custom, 
it grew at last to be considered as part of the 

Vol. XV. G 
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royal revenue, and went into the exchequer with'*- 
out account. This paved the M^ay for the ap- 
propriation of other branches of national in- 
come, which were generally misapplied ; so that 
during the eighteen years which Philip swayed 
the sceptre of Portugal, the nation was become 
visibly impoverished, and yet the exchequer was 
not filled. 

Much, however, as the Portuguese complained 
of their situation under Philip II. they found 
his reign the golden age, compared with that of 
his successors. His "son Philip III. of Spain had 
filled the throne twenty years, before he deigned 
to visit Portugal. Apprized of his arrival, the 
inhabitants of Lisbon put themselves to an enor- 
mous expence to receive him with splendour, 
for which they gained little more than the com- 
pliment, " that before he entered Lisbon, he had 
ho idea how great a king he was." 

On this occasion he held an assembly of the 
states, in which his son was sworn successor ; 
and thus having accomplished every object he 
had in view, he returned into Spain with a false 
conception of the riches of Portugal from the 
foolish display of magnificence which had at- 
tended his sojournment in Lisbon. 

On his death-bed he bitterly deplored that hfe 
had not acted the part of a good king towards 
his subjects when it was in bis power ; and had 
dying resolutions been worthy of regard, and it 
had pleased Providence to prolong his days, per- 
haps he might have deserved the gratitude of his 
people, and the praise of posterity. 

The reign of Philip IV. was a tissue of ill 
fortune and badly concerted measures : all his 
dominions suffered severely ; but Portugal to 
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the most excessive degree. The loss of Ormus 
in the east> of Braanl in the west, together with 
a series of collateral nusfortunes, brought the 
Portuguese to the lowest ebb* The whole fiice 
of the kingdom was covered with the most hor- 
rible wretchedness, and poverty and weakness 
seemed to every penetrating mind to be the en- 
gines which the Spaniards were employing to 
reduce Portugal to an appendant province. 

These are only the outlines of transactions 
during a period of sixty years : to enter into 
details would only be a history of the successive 
encroachments made by the Spanish ministers on 
the fundamental ardcles of the union; encroach- 
ments so flagrant, that one would have imagined 
they had studied to provoke the wrath of Hea- 
ven, and insult the patience of men, instead of 
availing themselves in an honour^le way of the 
wealth, the power, and the martial spirit of the 
Lusitanian people. 

It was the very basis of all their privileges 
that the kingdom should remain separate and 
independent, and in consequence that Lisbon 
should remain the seat of government and of 
justice ; but this was so Httle observed, that nei- 
ther promotion nor right were to be obtained 
without an expensive and a tedious journey to. 
Madrid* It was stipulated in the original com- 
pact, that an assembly of tlie states should be 
held frequently ; bu^ they were only thrice con- 
vened in the space of sixty years. The king was 
to reside within the realm as long and as often 
as possible ; ifistead of which the two first Phi- 
lip who swayed the sceptre of Portugal, made 
c^kch a short visit to that country once, and the 
third Philip dispensed with that compliment al- 
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together* The viceroy was to be a native of 
Portugal) or a prince or princess of the blood ; 
yet when any of the royal family nomindly bore 
that title, the power was sure to be vested in a 
Spaniard. The council of Portugal, which, ac- 
cording to the convention, was to be composed 
wholly of natives, was on the contrary filled 
with Castilians, as were alsp the garrisons^in 
equal violation of the Portuguese rights. The^ 
presidents of provinces or corregidors were also 
to be natives ; but this was evaded by keeping 
those offices in the king's own hands. No city, 
town, or district was to be alienated to any ex- 
cept Portuguese ; yet, in defiance of this, the 
duke of Lerma received sundry grants of towns 
and lands. Natives, it was stipulated, were alone 
eligible to all posts, civil, military, and judicial ; 
but the feet was, all offices were given promis- 
cuously to foreigners, or sold to the highest 
bidder, not excepting the government of castles, 
cities, and provinces. In short, such were the 
abuses that had gradually crept in, that scarcely 
one article of the original agreement entered 
into with Philip was observed either in its letter 
or spirit. 

The consequence of this base and ungenerous 
conduct was, that the Portuguese, who had never 
been well afiected to their Spanish masters, be- 
ing driven to desperation, were determined to 
emancipate themselves into liberty. The fiame 
of patriotism, which had only been repressed, 
but not extinguished, during an oppression of 
sixty years, began to blaze afresh. Pride and 
indignation were the fuel that fed it. Yet though 
the general sentiment was freedom, some par- 
ticular bond was necessary to unite the discon- 
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leQted nobility. They could indeed read in 
each other's eyes the secret wishes of the heart ; 
but they were afrsdd to communicate what all 
felt to be expedient and just* 

In this dilemma, one person of more fortitude 
than the rest stepped forward, and spoke the pub- 
lic mind in the ears of individuals of the greatest 
weight and influence. This was John Pinto Ri- 
beiro, steward to the duke of Bragan9a, a noble- 
man descended from the royal family ef Portu- 
gal, and who had an incontestable right to the 
crown, in case the Spanish tyranny could be 
overcome. On this account he wa3 very nar- 
rowly watched by the faction of Spain ; but the 
prudence and address of Pinto opened a way for 
a conference of the nobles, most favourable to 
his design, without endangering or exposiiig his 
master, who was either apparently or in reality 
ignorant of the intended revolution in his favour* 

The established character of the duke of Bra- 
gan^a appears to have been excellently adapted 
to the circumstances in which he was placed* 
Mild) modest, and devoid of ambition, though 
he was the constant object of Spanish vigilance^ 
he did nothing that could excite their jealousy.. 
His only crime in their eyes was the title to rights 
of which they were sensible they had deprived 
him ; and this to usurpers will always be a 
source of fear and enmity. His moderation^ 
indeed, was so generally known and acknow- 
ledged, {hat the nobility who had les^ed to- 
gether in order to raise him to the throne, were 
actually in doubts whether in consequence of 
their most brilliant success, he would sacrifice 
domestic enjoyments to the splendour of roy- 
alty« 

G2 
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Even PintO) when consulted on this important 
bead, did nbt venture to give a decisive answer, 
without a reference to his master. He intro- 
duced, therefore, a deputy from the associated 
nobles, that the duke might satisfy their doubts. 

Just at this period, however, Bragan^a was 
invited to Madrid under such a shallow pretence 
oi his presence being required at court, that he 
could not entertain a doubt of a design to detain 
him as a captive or a hostage* In this dilemma, 
he consulted the dutchess lus spouse, a woman 
of superior understanding, who made him this 
reply : " Death awaits you at Madrid, and will, 
perhaps^ reach you at Lisbon ; but there you 
can only expect to die like a miserable prisoner ; 
here you will &11 covered with glory, and a 
king. This is the alternative at the very worst ; 
but let us hope for the best, from the affection 
of the people,^ the justice of your cause, and the 
divine protection." 

A deep plot having been formed and matured, 
and all its ramifications now arranged, the no- 
bility only waited for the duke's consent, to com- 
mence their operations. Several of the principal 
citizens of the capital had also been gained over, 
or voluntarily came into a measure, in which all 
indeed who had a spark of patriotism in their 
breasts would have been eager to engage, had 
they been trusted with the secret. 

To effectuate their designs, some principal 
manuiacturei^, who had joined in the scheme, 
discharged their workmen, under pretence of the 
stagnation of commerce, in order that misery 
and famine miglit render them more ready to 
assist in bringing about a revolution. The con* 
spirators then assembled at the house of one. of . 
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tlieir parif t the points of attack vrtre mariLed 
out ; the difiTerent posts assigned ; and the wh<^ 
party proceeded to the execution of their project 
by different roads, some on foot, some on horse- 
back, and others in litteVs, that they might escape 
suspicion of their design. In this manner they 
assembled round the palace, which was inhabited 
by the vice-queen and the secretary of state Vas- 
Gonellos, who possessed unlimited authority, and 
who used it without the least moderation. 

Pinto, seeing his friends around him, about 
eight in the morning gave the signal agreed 
on by firing a pistol, upon which they all rush- 
ed in by different gates ; mowed down the guards 
on duty ; ascended to the apartment of Vas- 
conellos, and having dispatched him, threw his 
lifeless body from the window. They ^ ^ 
next proceeded to oblige the vice-queen ^5^' 
to sign an order to the governor to sur- Dec i. 
render the citadel, which of course was 
complied with. 

During this revolution, which was effected in 
two or tiiree hours, the duke of Bragan9a re- 
mained on the other side of the Tagus, waiting 
for intelligence of the event, which was to make 
him a king or a fugitive. On being informed 
that success had crowned the daring attempts of 
las friends, he stepped into a small bcMit, and 
crossing the river, was received at the landing- 
place with the most joyful acclamations by an 
immense concourse of peofde, who had repaired 
to the spot from all quarters. By noon of the 
same day, tranquillity was so well restored that 
the shops were open, and business resumed its 
regular course, as if no revolution had taken 
place I so few real partisans had the Spaniarda> 
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^r &0 sensible were they that the voice of the 
people was against them. In consequence of 
this unanimity of sentiment, very little blood 
was spilt, nor could all the future efforts of the 
king of Spain shake the power which had thus 
been established. 

CHAPTER IV. 

JFrom the £levation of the House qfBraganca to 
the present time. ^ 

JOHN duke of Bragan^a being thus called to 
the throne by the unanimous voice of the 
people, was crowned in .fifteen days after, with 
all possible magnificence, and the states being 
soon assembled, recognized his title, and de- 
clared his eldest son Don Theodosius prince of 
Portugal. This young man possessed the naost 
shining talents, and was equally beloved by his 
father and the people, but he was cut off by a 
lingering disease in the twentieth year of his 
age. 

The manners of John underwent no change 
\>Y his elevation. It only called forth those vir- 
tues which in a private station would have re- 
majined in obscurity. He has been styled the 
Fortunate, but he might have been with more 
propriety sumamed the Good and the Benefi- 
cent. No king was ever more tender of the lives 
or property of his subjects. He supported his 
royal establishment chiefly out of his private for- 
tune, and was more unwilling to receive the 
grants of the nation than it was to offer them. 
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' The Spaniards, however, as might naturally 
be expected, did not relinquish their pretensions 
to the kingdom of Portugal, as long as there 
was the smallest prospect of success* John, 
though his kingdom was almost defenceless by 
the perfidious precautions which the council of 
Spain had before employed, resisted the first at- 
tacks on his independence* The peasants were 
alternately soldiers and labourers : one day they 
fought ; the next, perhaps, followed their sevend 
vocations* The king with the assistance of some 
foreign officers exercised and trained them ; and, 
by habituating them to slight skirmishes, taught 
them to feel confidence in themselves, and at last 
to win decisive battles* After this, his ambassa-^^ 
dors were treated with respect by^foreign courts^ 
notwithstanding all the intrigues of the Spanish 
government ; and in a few years he was univer- 
itelly acknowledged king of Portugal, except by 
the rival court* 

The Spmiiards, finding that arms were in« 
^ectual, had recourse to the most insidious arts* 
John frequently found himself surrounded by 
conspiracies ; but fortune and prudence always 
brought him off safe. Several of these plotS) 
however, were so well laid, that some of John's 
most confidential ministers were suspected of 
treason, and paid with their lives the suspicions 
which had been raised. Their innocence was 
afterwards clearly established ; but the motives 
of diffidence so constantly and artfully renewed 
by the emissaries of Spain, kept the king for a 
long time in die most tormenting state or doubt 
and anxiety. 

The last year of his reign, however, he cn- 
jpyed some share of repose, and suffered more 
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from the afflictive dispensations of Providence 
than from external enemies* His health had 
been declining for a long time, but the energy of 
his mind was unabated, and he continued to 
hunt as often as the weatlier would permit. In- 
deed, at one period he was so fond of tliis diver- 
sion as to become suspected of neglecting more 
important concerns for its indulgence. As he 
was one day proceeding to enjoy this amuse- 
ment, the civil magistrate came up to him, and 
having made a respectful bow, laid hold of his 
horse's bridle, and conducted him back to the 
palace, without opening his lips. John felt the 
silent remonstrance ; and from that hour, he 
never suffered the pastime of the chase to inter- 
fere with the duties of a king. 

At last his disorder baffling all the skill of his 

physicians, they were obliged to confess their 

want of power to relieve him. He heard their 

opinion with the same steady calmness which 

had characterised him through life, and applied 

himself with much fervency to the service of his 

Creator. He embraced his children with great 

tenderness, appointed the queen regent during 

the minority of his son Alonzo, then only thir- 

^ ^ teen years of age, and breathed his last 

1656. ^^^ ^^® fortitude of a Christian hero, in 

his fifty-third year, having reigned nearly 

sixteen years. 

No sooner was the death of John made known 
in Spain than the court testified an indecent 
kind of joy, expecting that it would be followed 
by a dissolution of the existing government* It 
must be confessed, indeed, that Portugal was in a 
most perilous situation. The king, Don Alonzo 
Siuiquez> was not only a miiK)ry but reputed of 
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a weak constitaiion both of body and mind ; the 
regency was vested in a woman, and that wo- 
man a Castilian ; the nation was involved in a war, 
and this respecting the title to the crown itself; 
the nobility were ^most all of them embarked in 
feuds and contentions with each other ; so that 
the queen scarcely knew whom she was to trust) 
or how she should be obeyed. Her conduct , 
however, Was vigorous and prudent* By marry- 
ing her only daughter, the princess Catharine, 
to Charles II. of England, she procured the 
valuable assistance of that country, which ^ j. 
enabled her to gain the glorious victory j^^.* 
of Montesclaros, that broke the Spanish 
power, and fixed the &teof the kingdom, though 
not of its king. 

Alonzo's education had been neglected, and 
his intellects besides were poor. He was fond 
of low company, and it is said that his motiier 
rather encouraged than checked his foibles, in 
order to exalt her younger son Don Pedro, to 
whom she was more partial, and who possessed 
more natural abilities. Those who hoped to 
profit by exciting a misunderstanding between 
the young king and his mother, did not feil to 
point out to Alonzo this unjust preference ; 
and the jealousy excited on this account, kept 
him at a distance from court. The queen had 
governed with universal applause during his 
minority, but attempting to continue her power, 
she was driven from the direction of affairs by 
the favourites of the king. On her death-bed 
she exhorted her sons to concord ; but they re- 
mained as opposite in sentiments as in person 
and mind. 

Just before the death of the queen-mother. 
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who certainly possessed masculine endowments 
as a ruler and a politician, the king had married 
the princess of Nemours, though a report had 
been spread that he was impotent* The young 
queen on her arrival seems to have won the heart 
of Don Pedro, as he did hers ; and this probably 
led to all the singular events that ensued. 

Alonzo was subject to. the most furious fits 
of passion : he was capricious and inconstant ; 
and among those who approached his person 
he was thought to be insane. His brother Pedro 
noyr treated him with every mark of external 
respect and attention ; >ut secretly endeavoured 
to win over the citizens of Lisbon, and par- 
ticularly the clergy, by an affectation of piety 
and generosity. 

The strange conduct of the king, which was 
a mixture of imbecility and madness, gradually 
alienated the affections of his courtiers ; and the 
queen and Don Pedro, who seem perfectly to 
have understood each other, took care to height- 
en this by every aggravation, under the affected 
mask of pity and excuse. At last he found him- 
self, through their intrigues, without friends and 
without counsellors ; and to add to his distress, 
the queen retired to a convent, from whence 
she sent him a letter full of reproaches for his 
treatment of her, and of insinuations against his 
virility, under the delicate expression, " you 
know I cannot be yours." 

By a preconcerted plan a council was imme- 
diately assembled, in which it was declared, 
that it was necessary to the wel&re of the state 
that Alonzo should abdicate the crown, and his 
brother Pedro supply his place. This resolu- 
tion was presented to the king, but he refused 



ttf complf, till Pedro, entering the palace, caused 
his brother to bo arrested. A person, suborned 
for the purpose, endeavoured to persuade him, 
that if he resigned he would recover his liberty • 
Having acceded to this, it was next proposed 
that he should sign a declaration, signifying 
(iiae his marriage was void* He requested time, 
however, to confer with the doctors of the 
church 6n this (Subject, t^rhich being granted, he 
complied with this request also* Alonzo was 
then formally deposed ; but, iA order to save ap- 
pearances, his brother Pedro was only declai'ed 
regent. 

Don Pedro was only twenty-one years ^ j^ 
of age when he assumed this high of- j^^^/ 
Bee, and, on account of his youth, some 
were inclined to believe that he was not the con- 
triver of the revolution. The queen, indeed, 
was nearly of the same age, but she was of a 
nation and sex full of intrigue, and there can be 
Mttle doubt of her being the moving principle, the 
very soul of what took place. 

Alonzo seemed to take little notice of the 
change in his situation during the day ; but, 
when evening approached, finding himself de- 
serted and alone, he begged his brother to send 
him John, the whipper-in, by way of company. 
This humble request, whether dictated by the 
bitterness of grief, or the delirium of d^pair, so 
much affected Don Pedro, that he burst inta 
tears, in cdmmiseration of his brother's unhap- 
py &te,' a sensibifity which does honour to his 
heart ; but tfie queen, who was dead to every 
tender feeling, as far as regarded Alonzo, vouch- 
safed not a single sigh at the contemplation of his 
reverses. 

Vol. XV. H 
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In an assembly of the states, the deposition of 
Alonzo and the regency of Pedro were confirm- 
ed. One of the first cares of the latter was to 
re-establish the police of Lisbon, which Alonzo's 
own example had tended to destroy. To such a 
pitch of folly or madness had he arrived, that he 
used to run through the streets in the night, and 
strike every person he met. He is even accus- 
ed of having wounded several who fell in his 
way during tEese nocturnal excursions* It is^ 
therefore, little to be wondered at, that his 
manners were offensive to his queen, and that 
when she found herself emancipated from him 
she should wish to remain on the throne, and 
share it with a husband more agreeable to her 
taste. 

To save appearances, however, it was necessa- 
ry to amuse the public with the idea, that her 
marriage with Don Pedro would be an affair of 
policy and prudence rather than of love. The 
princess of Nemours gave out that she wished to 
be legally freed from her former ties, merely to 
recover her dowry and retire to France. The 
marriage was declared void, with the consent of 
Alonzo, who acknowledged the truth of his 
queen's insinuations or open assertions against 
him ; but the states, as unwilling or unable to 
return her portion as she was little disposed to 
claim it, by a finesse, in which neither party was 
deceived,' pressed her to remain among them, 
and to espouse Don Pedro as a discharge for the 
debt. A novelist would have worked up this 
scene between the ex-queen and the deputation 
of the states, with all the attributes of crimson 
blushes and delicate embarrassment; but we 
shall observe the gravity of history, and say> 
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that she only kept a decent silence^ which was 
construed into assent. 

- The deputies of the states next waited on Don 
Pedro, and represented this marriage as necessa* 
Ty for the tranquillity of the kingdom, as well as 
for his own interest and happiness. The regent 
had already given the princess of Nemours his 
heart, and he made no hesitation in offering her 
his hand. Thus every thing was settled to the 
mutual satisfaction of both parties principally 
concerned, as well as of the ostensible agents in 
the business. 

Few marriages, indeed, had been conducted 
with more diplomatic form, or presented a 
more singular union. The nuptials were cele- 
brated with great pomp; and Alonzo, in his 
prison, first heard the news by the thundering 
of cannon. At first he appeared a little sur^ 
prised and imitated at the intelligence, but, 
Boon recovering himself, said, that ^< he pitied 
his brother, who he did not doubt would soon 
be as much tired of the French woman as he 
had been." This proves that Alonzo was as 
indifferent as his former queen could possibly 
be, and ths^ no affection was wounded by their 
separation. 

Don Pedro, however, though ambition si- 
lenced the voice of conscience, it could not 
stifle the feelings of nature. He could pot en- 
. dure an object perpetually t>efore his eyes that 
filled him "with self-reproach, and therefore 
transported his brother to the island of I'ercera, 
a safe and agreeable retreat, where he might 
enjoy the pleasures of the chase without inter- 
ruption. 

But fortune was no^ yet weary pf persecuting 
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this .UD]u^n>y P^^^ » botbfrani friends und ene* 
mies he was equally doomed to suffer* Some of 
tht forvner, bnviog testouaied that it wais the re- 
gent's design %Q ^e iam off "WFhen remo¥ed to 
«uoh a d^stanoe^ aod the ii»iirmiirs.aJHl discontet^ 
jof U>e people h^uig exciilied on this account, in 
jord^ j(o aUay theiO) jUoiuio was brought back, 
^d ^liut up ibd t^ castle of Ci»tra, near Lisbon, 
where he draped out a misei^le life lai fifteen 
years imprisonment* When seiised with the 
ilisorder which proved mortal, he said to his at- 
j^ jy tendants, *' I am going ; but the queen 

1^83. ^^^^ ^^'^^^ follow me9 to answer before an 
awful Aribunel for the levils ^e has 
kw>\jght upon my head." 

She indeed did s»Qt long survive him ; and it 
was only for a few months that she saw her se- 
cond husband enjoy the title of king in fuU r%ht. 
For her own part she always affected to be cal- 
led queen, though certainly she could have no 
kgitimate claim to this distinction after the 
dissoluticMi of her first marriaget D<m Pedro^ 
however, always treated her with esteem and 
respect, notwithstanding sc^ne low intrigues in 
which it was generally known she engaged* She 
undoubtedly possessed talents ; but her private 
conduct was fcr from being correct. She left no 
mule is&ue* 

Pedro IL sooti after her death, was prevailed 
on to re-ent^ the marriage state with the prin- 
cess Mary Sophia of Newbur^^. by whom he 
had several children. As a prince he has de-^ 
servedly acquired the reputation of being a pro« 
found politician; but he frequently reUed tQ<^ 
little on his own judgment, and therefore was, 
the more easily biassed by his ministers* pn 
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tWs account the English ambassador, in writing 
to his court, humorously said, " We have only 
one friend in the council, that is the king ; but 
he has very little influence." He died in . p. 
the fifty-seventh year of his age, in con- '^^ 
sequence of a cold caught from sleep- 
ing in the open air, after being violently heated 
with exercise, and left the crown to his son 
John Vi who at that time had just completed 
his seventeenth year. 

This prince acted with such vigour and pru- 
dence, and adhered so steadily to the plan of 
policy traced out to him by his father, that Por- 
tugal, under his government, was respectable 
among European powers, and the people happy. 
By preserving a just balance between France 
and the house of Austria, which disputed for the 
crown of Spain, he made himself importslnt in 
the eyes of both parties, and profited by his al- 
fiance with England, without sinking into vas- 
salage. Such were the resources of his mind, 
that though he suffered many reverses during 
the war, he obtained by the treaty of Utrecht 
better terms than his relative situation would 
seem to- have commanded. The two cro\vns of 
^Kun and Portugal, however, were not entirely 
reconciled till 1737, after which period their' 
unanimity proved advantageous to both, and 
incurred no jealousy from other nations. In this 
position of affairs, a treaty was concluded with 
the court of Madrid, by which Nova Colonia> 
on the river Plata, was delivered up to his Ca- 
tholic Majesty, to the great regret of the Por- 
tuguese, who apprehended future danger to 
Brazil from the vicinity of their possessions. 

John was happy in his family, and left a nu- 

Ha 
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nieixMis progeny. At last, worn out 
2 J with ififirmities rather than years, he ex- 

■ °* pined at the age of si&ty-one, in the for- 
ty-fourth year of his reign. 

Don Joseph^ prince of Brazil, his son^and sue* 
cessoi^, assumed the reins of government under 
die happiest aui^ces* He was entirely belov^ 
by his people, and tMs enabled him to effect 
several important regulations, in which his 
good sense and moderation were eminently con- 
spicuous. Sensible of the danger of sudden in- 
novations, he advanced bis designs by almost 
imperceptible steps, so as to prevent all just 
grounds of al^mn and complaint. Amongst 
other new regulations, he subjected the inordi- 
nate powers of the inquisition to some restric- 
ti^, by directing that none of its sentences 
sho^d be carried into execution till reviewed 
and iftpproved by the privy council. 

The treaty which had been concluded between 
Spain and Portugal just before his &ther's de- 
mise, inimical as it was generally c(msidered to 
the interests of his people, he stiictly carried 
into execution, on the noble principle ^' that all 
engagements and conventions among sovereigns 
should be held sacred and inviolate." 

But though the sun of prosperity s^one on the 
commencement of this reign, it was not long 
before the horizon was overcast, and the moi^ 
dreadfol storms arose, partly from the visita- 
tions of Providence, and partly from the rage 
of faction and the virulence of reHgi- 
X753. ^"^ animosity. One of the most dreadfol 
earthquakes* recorded in history ovw- 

• Sec Appendix. 



whdmed the capital, a fire and a famine mc» 
ceeded, and those whom the first calamity 
spared, fell a prey to the last. In addition to 
these ills, sufficient of themselres to be spread 
over the longest reign, a terrible conspiracy 
htckt out, which had nearly cost tlie kfi^ his life* 
In September 1758 his majesty was attacked by 
assassins, in a solitary place, near his palace o( 
Selem, and with difficulty escaped. Immediately 
after, imprisonment followed imprisonment, and 
Che wheel and the scafibld reeked with the no* 
blest blood. The most . illustrious families, on 
an accusation being preferred against them of 
having joined the conspiracy, were almost ex- 
terminate ; but they were in g«ieral condemn- 
ed without fair evidence, and their innoc^ace 
has since been clearly ascertained. 

This conspiracy, which produced such hcMr- 
rible effects, is thought to have arisen from the 
mixed motives of religion, politics, and gallan- 
^try. The expulsion of the Jesuits, who were 
now become formidable to princes, and who were 
supposed to have been implicated in the plot, 
aoon after took place. The marquis of Pombal, in- 
deed, who, in quality of prime minister, govern- 
ed Portugsd for many years with unbounded au- 
thority, spared neither individuals, nor societies 
that obstructed his designs, which appear to 
have been frequently arbitrary and cruel. 

When a war broke out between Spain A. D. 
and England, the former power, rein* '7^2* 
forced by the influence of their allies, 
the French,^ attempted to force his fitithful ma- 
jesty into the confederacy, and offered to garri- 
son the maritime towds of Portugal against the 
English i but this proposal being rejected, an 
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invasion of Portugal ensued, though it produced 
no very important consequences. The enemy, 
indeed, was so very dilatory in its jwogress, 
though the capital itself was exposed, that it is 
doubted whether the motive might not have 
been to hasten the peace between England and 
France, in consideration of the great apparent 
danger of Portugal. The arrival of a few Eng- 
lish battalions, however; checked the career of 
the invaders : the kingdom was saved by British 
prowess, as the people on a former occasion had 
been relieved by British generosity. 

. jj ' Joseph dying, left only daughters. 

1^7^' Maria Frances Isabdla, the eldest, and 
the present queen of Portugal, was mar-~ 
ricd to her own uncle Don Pedm, by dispensa- 
tion from the pope, in order to prevent the 
crown from falling into a foreign family. One 
of the first acts of her reign was to dismiss the 
marquis of Pombal, who had so long exercised a 
tyrannical power over his fellow subjects. This 
was a very popular measure ; yet it must be al- 
lowed that the temper and habits of the Portu- 
guese nation require either a prince or a minis^ 
ter, who has genius to project plans of refoiro, 
and resolution enough to carry them into execu- 
tion. This the worst enemies of Pombal allow 
that he possessed, and the nation are now reap- 
ing the benefit of some public measures which he 
forced upon them. 
AD Pedro departed this life in the sixty- 

'2,6 ninth year of his age. A few years after, 
the queen falling into a religious me- 
lancholy, which still incapacitated her for the 
cares of government, her son John-Maria-Jo- 
sephLewis, prince of Brazil, as presumptive 
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heir to the crown, published an edict de- . -. 
daring, that in consequence of the un- jlg^ 
happy si|uation of his mother, he would 
place his signature to public acts during her 
indisposition, and that no other change would be 
made in the forms* 

In the late war, which involved, either nearly 
or remotely, all the civilized world, Portugal 
was often threatened by the ephemeral govern- 
ments of France, on account of its alliance with 
Britain ; and when Bonaparte, with equal good 
fortune and address, engrossed the whole power 
of the nominal republic, an invasion on the part 
of his ally the king pf Spain took place, In whioh 
some territory was wrested from Portugal, while 
the French extorted a considerable treasure from 
it, as the price of &rther forbearance. Its fiiith^ 
ful friends and sdlies, the British, were too mucK 
engaged in an extended warfere to grant that 
prompt and efficacious assistance which it had 
done on former occasions : but nothing was 
omitted that zeal and good faith coukb accom- 
plish, not only to maintain the independence, 
but as far as possible the integrity, of the Portu'- 
guese dominions* 

. Whetho- the gratitude of this nation will keep 
pace with the generous exertions that the crown 
of Great Britain made in its fovour pemams to be 
tried ; but certain we are, it cannot isul in this 
respect without incurring all the iii&my which 
attaches to those who are unmindful of ^eir be* 
ne&ctors* 
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*T^HE subsequent letter, addressed to a friend 
-^ in England, by a gentleman attached to the 
Biitish factory in Lisbon, immediately after the 
earthquake, in 1755, gives such a lively picture 
of that dreadful catastrophe, of which he was an 
eye-witness, that it cannot fail to be read with 
perpetual interest, and therefore deseiTcs to b6 
recorded in this place. 

Lisbon^ Mro* 13, 1755. 
Dear Sir, 

I flattered myself I should have been able to 
write to you upon a more agreeable subject than 
the present, and had sufficient reason to believe, 
I should have had the pleasure of seeing you ere 
this in London ; but God has been pleased to or- 
der it otherwise ; and as no instance of the kind 
has happened in these parts of the world for 
some ages, I herewith send you an account of 
one of the most dreadful catastrophes recorded 
in histor}', the veracity of which you may en- 
tirely depend on, as I shared so great a part in it 
myself. 

There never was a finer morning seen than 
the first of November , the sun shone put in its 
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fill! lustre ; the whole &ce of the tky was per* 
fectly serene and clear ; and not the least signal 
or warning of that approaching event, which has 
made this once flourishing^ opulent, andpopu** 
lous city, a scene of the utmost horror and deso- 
lation, except only such as served to alarm, but 
scarcely left a moment's time to fly from the ge« 
neral destruction* 

It was on the morning of this fatal day, be- 
tween the hours of nine and ten, that I was sat 
down in my apartment, just finishing a letter, 
when the papers and table I was writing on^ 
began to tremble with a gentle motion, which 
rather surprised me, as I could not perceive a * 
breath of wind stirring ; whilst I was reflecting 
with myself what this could be owing to, but 
without having the least apprehension of the 
real cause, the whole house began to shake from 
the very foundation : which at first I imputed 
to the rattling of several coaches in the main 
street, which usually passed that way, at this 
time, from Belem to the palace ; but on hearken- 
ing more attentively, 1 was soon undeceived, as 
. I found it was x>wing to a strange frightful kind 
of noise under ground, resembling the hollow 
distant rumbling of thunder. All this passed 
in less than a minute, and I must confess I now 
began* to be alarmed, as it naturally occurred to 
me, that the noise might possibly be the fore-r 
runner of an earthquake, as one I remembered 
which had happened alx>ut six or seven years 
ago, in the island of Madeira, commenced in 
the same manner, though it did little or no da- 
mage. 

Upon this, I threw down my pen, and started 
Mpon my feet, remaining a moment in suspense, 
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whether I should s^y m the apartment^ or run 
into ^e street, as the danger In both places 
seemed equal ; and sdli flatteiinrg myse^ that 
this tremor might produce no* other effects than 
such inconsiderable 6nes as had been felt at 
Madeira ; but in a moment I was roused fronts 
my dream, being instantly stUhned with a most 
horrid crash, as if aRrery edifice in the city had 
tumbled down at once- The house I was in 
shook with such violence that the upper stories^ 
immediately fell, and though my apartment 
(which was the first floor) dTid not then share 
the same fate, yet every thing was thrown out 
of its place in such a manner, that it was with 
no small difficulty I kept my feet, and expected 
nothing less than to be soon cru^ed to death, 
as the walls continued ix)cking to and fro in the 
Mg^itfullest manner, opening in several places ; 
large stones falling down on every -side from 
the cracks ; and the ends of most of the raficers 
starting out of the roof. To add to this terrify- 
ing scene, the sky in a moment became so 
gloomy, that I could now (Ustinguish no pai^ 
ticular object : it was an Egyptian^^darkness in- 
deed, such as might be felt ; owing, no doubt, 
to the pro^gious clouds df dust and lime, 
raised from so violent a concussion, and as 
some reported, to sulphureous exhalations, but 
this I cannot aflirm ; however, it is certain I 
found myself almost choaked for near ten min- 
utes. 

As soon as the gloom began to disperse, and 
the violence of the shock seemed pretty much 
abated, the first object I perceived in the room, 
was a woman sitting on the floor, with an infiuit 
in her arms, all covered with dust, pale, and 
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thanfcfin^t 1 2tsked her how she got hither; but 
her coBtstemation was so great, that she could 
give me no account of her escape. The poor 
creature asked me, in the utmost agony, if I did 
not thwk the world was at an end ; at the same 
time she complained of being choaked, and beg* 
ged, for God's sake, I would procure her a little 
drink ; upon this I went to a closet where I 
kept a large jar with water, but finding it broken 
in pieces^ I told her she must not now think of 
quenching her thirst, but saving her life, as the 
house was just falling on our heads ; and if a se« 
cond shock came, would certainly bury us both. 
I bade her therefore take hold of my arm, and 
that I would endeavour to bring her into some 
place of security. 

I shaH always look upon it as a particular 
{H*ovidence, that I happened on this occasion to 
be undressed, for had I dressed myself, as I pro* 
posed, when I got out of bed, in order to break- 
&st with a friend, I should, in all probability, 
have run into the street, at the beginning of the 
shock, as the rest of the people in the house did, 
and consequently have had my brains dashed 
out, as every one of them had. However, the 
imminent danger I was in, did not hindeV me 
from considering that my present dress, only a 
gown and slippers, would render my getting over 
the mins alnM)st impracticable : I had, therefore, 
still presence of mind enough lefit, to put on a 
pair of shoes and a coat, the first that came in 
my way, which was every thing I saved, and 
in ^is dress I hurried down stairs, the woman 
With me holdii^ by my arm, and made directly 
to that end of the street which opens to the 
Tagus ; but finding the passage this way entire 

Vf L. XV. I 
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ly blocked up with the Men houses to th€ 
height of their second stories, I turned back to 
the other end which led into the main street 
(the common thorough&re to the palace,) and 
having helped the woman over a vast heap of 
niins, with no small hazard to my own life* 
Just as we were going into this street, as there 
was one part I could not climb over without the 
assistance of my hands, as well as feet, I desired 
her to let go her hdd, which she did, remaining 
two or three feet behind me, at which instant 
there fell a vast stone from a tottering wall, 
and crushed both her and the child in pieces. 
So dismal a spectacle at any other time would 
have affected me in the highest degree ; but the 
dread I was in of sharing the same fate myself, 
and the many instances of the same kind which 
presented themselves all around, were too shock- 
ing to make me dwell a moment on this single 
object. 

I had now a long narrow street to pass, with 
the houses on each side four or five stories high, 
all very old, the greater part already thrown 
down, or continually falling, and threatening 
the passengers with inevitable death at every 
step, numbers of whom lay killed before me, or 
what I thought far more deplorable, so bruised 
and wounded, that they could not stir to help 
themselves. For my own part, as destruction 
to me appeared unavoidable, I only wished I 
might be made an end of at once, and not have 
my limbs broken, in which case, I could expect 
nothing else but to be left upon the spot, linger- 
ing in misery, like these poor unhappy wretches, 
without receiving the least succour from any 
person. 
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As.aelf-preseiTati<Hi, however, is the first law 
of nature, these sad thoughts did not so &r pre- 
vail, as to make me totally despair* I proceed* 
ed on as fast as I conveniently could, though with 
the utmost caution^ and having at length got 
clear of this horrid passage, I found myself s»£s 
and unhurt in the lai^e open space before St* 
Paul's church, which had been thrown down a 
few minutes before, and buried a great part of 
the congregation. Here I stood some time, con^- 
sidering what I should do, and not thinking my- 
self safe in this situation, I came to the resolution 
of climbing over the ruins of the west end of the 
church, in order to get to the river side, that I 
might be removed, as &r as possible, £nom the 
tottering houses, in case of a second shock* 

This, with some difificully, I accomplished ; 
and heire I found a prodigious concourse of peo- 
ple of both sexes, and of all ranks and conditions, 
among whom I observed some of the principal 
canons itf the patriarchal church, in their purple 
robes and rockets, as these all go in the habit of 
bishops ; several priests who had run from the 
altars in their sacerdotal vestments in the. midst 
of their celebrating mass ; ladies half, dressed, 
and some without shoes ; all these, whom their 
mutual dangers had there assembled as to a place 
of safety, were on their knees at prayers, with 
the terrors of death in their countenances, every 
one striking his breast, and crying out inces* 
santly, Miserecordia nien JDiosJ 

Among this crowd, I could not avoid taking . 
notice of an old venerable priest, in a stole and 
surplice, who, I apprehend, had escaped from 
St. Paul's* He was continually moving to and 
fh>. among the people^ exhorting them to jrepentp- 
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ance, and endeavoaring to condbrt them. He 
told them, with a flood of tears, that God \ya& 
grievously provoked at their sins, but that if 
Uiey would call upon the Blessed Virgin, she 
9rauld intercede for them. Every one now 
flocked around him, earnestly begging his bene- 
diction; and happy did that man l£ink him-^ 
sdf, who could get near enough to touch but 
the hem of his garment. Several I obsei*ved 
had little wooden crucifixes, and inoages of 
saints, in their hands, whiclrdiey ofiered me to 
kiss ; and one poor Irishman, I remember, held 
out a. St. Antonio to me for this purpose ; and 
when I gently put his arm aside, as giving him 
to understand, that I desired to be excused thi» 
piece of devotion, he asked me, with some in- 
dignation, ^ Whether I thought there wa;s a 
God ?" I very believe many of the poor bigots 
ed creatures, who saved these useless pieces of 
wood, left their children to- perish. However, 
you must not imagine, that I have now the least 
inclination to mock at their superstitions, I sin- 
eevely pity them ; and must own, that a more 
afiecting spectacle was never seen. Thdr tears, 
their bitter sighs and lam^itations, would have 
touched the most flinty hearts. I knelt down 
among them, and prayed as fervently as the 
rest, &ough to a much properer object, the only 
Being who could hear my prayers, or aflc»*d me 
any succour. 

In the midst of our devotions, the second 
great shock csLme on, little less violent than the 
first ; and completed the ruin of those buildings 
which had been already much shattered. The 
consternation now became so universal, that the 
^ui^ and cries of Miwecordiq could be dis*- 
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dfictljr heard from the top^of St. Catherine V. 
hill, at a considerable dbtance off, .^Hiither a vast* 
number of people had likewise retreated ; at ther; 
same time we could hear the fall of the parish « 
church there, whereby many persons' were killed 
on the spot, and others mortally wounded* Yom 
may judge of the force of this shock, when I • 
inform you, it was so violent, that I could scarce* 
keep on my knees, but it was attended with^ 
some circumstances still more dreadf^* than the 
former. — ^On a sudden, I heard a general outcry^ . 
^ The sea is coming in, we shall be all lost.'^ ' 
Upon this, turning my eyes towards the river; • 
which in that place is ne^four miles broad, I ' 
could perceive it heaving»|w/swelling in a most 
unaccountable manner^ as no wind was stirring ; 
and in an instant there appeared, at some small 
distance, a large body fi( water rising as it were 
like k mountain. It came otk foaming and roar« 
ing, and rushing towards the shore with such 
impetuosity, that we all immediately ran for our 
lives^ as &st as possible ; many were actually 
swept)^ away, and the rest above their waist in 
water, at a good distance from the banks. For 
my own part, I had the nan^west escape pos- 
sible, and should certainly have been lost, had I s 
not grasped a large beam that lay on the ground, 
till the water returned to its channel, which it 
did almost the same instant, with equal rapidity, v 
As there now appeared at least as much danger 
from the sea as the land, and I scarcely knew( 
whither to retire for safety ; but I took a^udden 
resolution of returning back with my clothes all 
dropping to the area of St. PauFs. Here I 
Btood^me time, and observed the ships tumb« 
ling and tosung about, as in a violent storm.; ;» 
13 
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some had broken their cables, and were carried 
to the other side of the Tagus ; others were 
whirled round with incredible swiftness ; several 
large boats were turned keel upwards, and all 
this without any wind* It was at the time of 
which I am now speaking that the fine hew quay, 
built enUrely of rough marble, at an immense 
expense, was entirely swallowed up, with all the ' 
people on it, who had fled tMther f^ safety, and 
had reason to think themselves out of danger in 
such a place. At the same time a great number 
of boats and small vessels, anchored near it, (all 
likewise fiill of people, who had retired thither 
for the same purpose,) were all swallowed up^ 
as in a whirlpool, and never more appeared*. 

This last dreadful incident I did not see with 
my own eyes, as it passed three or four stones' 
throws fit>m the spot where I then, was, but I had 
the account as here* given from several masters 
0^ ships, who were anchored within two or three 
hundred yards of the quay, and saw the whole 
catastrophe* One of tlrem in particular injE(»7m* 
ed me, that when the second shock came on, he 
could perceive the wAok dty waving backwards 
and forwards, like the sea when the wind first 
begins to rise ; that the agitation of the earth was 
so great, even under the river, that it threw up 
his large anchor from the mooring, which swam, 
as he termed it, on the sur&ce of the water ; 
that immediately upon this extraonMnary con^ 
cussion, the river rose at once nearly twenty feet, 
and in a moment subsided ; at which instant he 
saw the quay, with the whole concourse of peo- 
ple upon it, sink down, and at the same time 
every one of the boats and vessels "that were 
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near it were drawn into the canty, which be 
si^iposes instantly dosed upon them, inaamuch 
as not the least sign of a wreck was ever seen 
afbrwards. This aocoum you may give Ml cre- 
&t to ; &r as to the loss of the vessels, it is coo* 
finned t^ every one ; and with regiuid to the 
quay, I went myself a few days after, to coch- 
vince myself of the truth, and could not/fed 
even the ruins of a place, where I had taken so 
many agreeable walks, as this was the common 
rendezvous of the £su;tory in the cool of the even* < 
ing. I found it all deep-water, and in some parts 
scarcdy to he &thomed« 

This is the only place I could learn which was 
swallowed up iu or about Lisbon, though I saw 
many large cracks and fissures in different parts, 
and one odd phenomenon I must not omit, which 
.was communicated to me by a £riend who has a 
house and wine cellars on ^e other side of the 
river, viz. that the dwelling house being first teiC 
ribly shaken, which made all the family run out, 
there presently fell down a vast high rock near 
it ; that upon this, the river rose aiid subsided in 
the manner already mentioned ; and immediate* 
ly a great number of small fissures appeared in 
several contiguous pieces of ground, from whence 
there spouted out, lU^e &jet d'eau^ a lai^e quanti- 
ty of fine white sand, to a prodigious height. 
^ I had not been bng in the area of St. Paul's 
when I felt the third shock, which though some^ 
what less violent than the two former, the sea 
rushed in again, and retired with the same rapid^ 
itjr, and I remained up to my knees in watery 
though I had gotten upon a small eminence at 
some distance from the river, with the ruins of 
several intervening houses to break its force. At 
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this time, I took notice the waters retired so im^ 
petuouslf , that some vessels were left quite dry, 
which before rode in seven fathoms of water. 
The river thus continued alternately rushing on 
and retiring several times together, in such sort 
that it was justly dreaded, Lisbon would now 
meet the same fate, which a few years ago, had 
be{ll|en the city of Lima ;* and no doubt, had 
this place lain open to the sea, and the force of 
the waves had not been somewhat broken by the 
winding of the bay, the lower part of it at least 
would have been totally destroyed. 

The master of a vessel, which arrived here 
just after the first of November, assured me, that 
he felt the shock above forty leagues at sea so 
sensibly, that he really concluded he had struck 
upon a rock, till he threw out the lead, and could 
find no bottom, nor could he possibly guess at, 
the cause, till the melancholy sight of this de- 
solate city left him no room to doubt of it. The 
two first shocks, in fine, were so violetit, that 
several pilots were of opinion, the situatiott 
of the bar at the mouth of the Tagus was 
changed. Certain it is, that one vessel, attempt* 
ing to pass through the usual channel, foundered, 
and another struck on the sands, and was at first 
given over for lost, but at length got through. 
There was another great shock after this, which 
pretty much affected the river, but I think not 
so violendy as the preceding, though several 
persons assured me, that as they were riding on 
horseback in the great road leading to Belem, 
one side of which lies open to the river, the 
^aves rushed in with.so much rapidity, that 

• Tbw happened in 1746. 
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they were obKged to gallop as fast as possible to 
the upper grounds, for fesu* of being carried away* 
I was now in such a situation, that I knew not 
which way to turn myself; if I remained there, 
I was in danger from die sea ; if I retired fur- 
ther from the shore, the houses threatened cer- 
tain destruction ; and, at last, I resolved to go to 
the mint, which being a low and very strong 
building, had received no considerable damage, 
except in some of the apartments towards the ri- 
ver. The party of soldiers, which is every day 
set there on guard, had aU deserted the place, and 
the only person that remained, was the com- 
manding officer, a nobleman's son of about se- 
venteen or eighteen years oi age, whom I found 
standing at the gate. As there was still a conti- 
nued tremor of the eardi, and the place where we 
now stood (being within twenty or thirty feet of 
the opposite houses, which were all tottering) 
appeared too dangerous, the court yzvd likewise 
bein^ full of water, we bath retired inward to 
an hillock of stones and rubbish. Here I enter- 
ed into conversation with him, and having ex- 
pressed my admiration that one so young should 
have the courage to keep his post, when every 
one of his soldiers had deserted theh^, the an- 
swer he made was, <^ though he were sure the earth 
would often and muaiiow hhnvfi^ he 9Comed to thmk 
rfftyifigfrom his post" In short, it was owing to 
the magnanimity of this young man, that the 
mint, which at this time liad upwards of two 
millions of money in it, was not robbed ; and 
indeed I do him no more than justice in saying, 
that I never saw any one behave with equal se- 
renity and composure, on occasions much leaa 
dreadful than the present. I bdieve I mght re* 
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main 'm conversadon with him near five hours ; 
and, though I was now grown feint from the 
constant fatigue I had undergone, and having . 
not yet broken my fest, yet this had not so much 
effect upon me as the anxiety I was under for a 
particular friend, with whom I was to have ding- 
ed that day, and who lodging at the top of a very 
high house in the heart of the city, and being a 
stranger to the language, could not but be in the 
utmost danger. My concern, therefore, for his 
preservation, made nie determine, at all events, 
to go and see what was become of him, upon 
which 1 took my leave of the officer* 

As I thought it would be the height of rash* 
ness to venture back through the same narrow 
•street I had so providentially escaped from, I 
judged it safest to return over the ruins of St. 
Paul's to the river side, as the water now seemed 
little agitated. From hence I proceeded; with 
some hazard, to the large space before the Irish 
convent of Corp© Santo, which had been thrown 
down, and buried a great number of people who 
were hearing mass, besides some of the friars* 
The rest of the community were standing in the 
area, looking, with dejected countenances, to- 
wards the ruins. From this place I took my way 
to the back street leading to the palace, having 
the ship yard on one side ; but found the further 
passage, opening into the principal street, stop- 
ped up by the ruins of the opera-house, one of the 
most solid and most magnificent buildings of 
the kind in Europe, and just finished at a prodi- 
gious expence. From hence I turned back, and 
attempted getting by the other way into the 
great square of the palace, twice as large as Lin- 
cdn's-uvfields, one side of which had l^en taken 
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Qp by the noble quay I spoke of, now no more ; 
but this passage was likewise obstructed by the 
stones ftdlen fpom the great arched gateway* I . 
could not help taking particular notice that all 
the apartments wherein the royal £&mily used to 
reside were thrown down, and themselves, with- 
out some extraordinary miracle, must unavoida- 
bly have perished, had they been there at the 
time of the shock. Finding this passage im-- 
practicable, I turned to the other arched way 
which led to the new square of the palace, not 
the eighth part so large as the other, one side of 
which was taken up by the patriarchal church, 
which also served for the chapel royal, and the 
other by a most magnificent building of modem 
architecture, probably, indeed, by &r the most 
so, not yet completely finished : as to the former, 
, the roof and part of the front walls were thrown 
down ; and the latter, notwithstanding their soli- 
dity, had been so shaken, that several large stones 
fell from the top, and every part seemed dis- 
jointed* The square was foil of coaches, cha- 
riots, chaises, horses, mules, deserted by their 
drivers and attendants, as well as their owners* 

The nobility, gentry, and clergy, who were 
assisting at divine service when tihe earthquake 
began, fled away with the utmost precipitation, 
every one where his fears carried him, leaving 
the splendid apparatus of the numerous altars 
to the mercy of the first comer : but this did not 
so much affect me, as the distress of the poor 
animals, who seemed sensible of their hard fiite ; 
some few were killed, others wounded ; but the 
greater part, which had received no hurt, was 
lefl there to starve* 

From this square the way led to my friend's 



loilflti^ throttgb a long steep andi^iff&irstfeet t 
thenew scenes of hcMrror I met witfa there ex-^ 
,oeed {di descripticA ; nothing could be heard but 
mghs Aid groans* I did not meet with a s6ul tt» 
the passage, who was not bewaUing the death of 
his nearest relations and deai«st fiends, or the 
loss of all his substance ; I could hardly take a 
single step without treading on the dead, or the 
dying : in some places lay coaches, with their 
masters, horses, and riders, aknoat crushed in 
pieces ; here, mothers with in&nts in thdr arms ; 
there tedies richly dressed, priests, friars, gentle* 
men, mechanics ; either in the same condition, 
or just expiring : some had their backs or thighs 
broken, others vast stones on their breasts ; some 
lay almost buried in the rubbish, and crying out 
in vain to the passengers ibr succour, were left to 
perish wiUi the rest. 

At length I arrived at the spot opposite to the 
house where my friend, for whom I "^P^as so aim* 
ous, resided, and finding this as well as the con^ 
tiguous buildings thrown down (which made 
me give him over for lost) I now thought of no- 
thing else but saving my own life in the best 
maimer I could ; and in less than an hour got 
to a pubMc-house, kept by oiae Morley, near the 
English burying-ground, about half a mile from 
the city, where I stiU remain, with a great num<« 
ber of my countrymen, as well as Portuguese, 
in the same wretched circumstances, haidng al<- 
most ever since lain on the ground, and never 
once within doors, with scarcely any covenng 
to defend me feom the inclemency of the night- 
air, which, at this time, is exceedii^ ^ar^i and 
piercing.*^Perhaps you may . think the present 
doleiul subject tece concli^ed ; but, alas ! the . 



IrtMireiiarilhB'fiiit ftf N^nwOibc?^ •!« mtfichtft 
CsillA jiiQ4«iine* As jBdcn jbi it. grew dark) an* 
oilier :4oCbe ^ptesfiatcdittielf^ little less ^odking 
t|iaB tl|Qse: ^akradyr. deii6iibed-^th& wbole citjr 
appeared in a blaze^; wkMi was aotirigbt that I 
omM eaioif * sc^ilofMsid by it. It n»Y be aaid, 
W^k^^saikil^mlio^i it was oa fire at least iti 
aaiii|tidaBd«dliffiDtMt places at xxocttt tani- thiia 
det^aued} :bvllvii% ibr six days^ta^i^r, m^ 
ottt antferjiniiinirin^ 'or the least attempt being snade 
to stlQ{»its>pnlgresa• 
'IfrWeBtonIConauIn]0g evea^ thing the earths 
qtnke ihadt' a^aml ; and the people were sode^ 
jected'iiad terrified^ that few. or none had cou* 
twg&^ euiugh. .to - leafttre dpwri^ towre aitf part 
of jtiunr 8uhaianc^« .Krcrj one had his e^a tum^ 
ed'txMicands |li)eflanies9;aBdstix>d looking on with ^ 
sHeht gti^: iJirhich .wias isn\j ifttemipted by the 
cites Mid sbrieka of women and children calling 
on the saints and angeb for buocooT) whctleTe^ 
the earHi beganio tmnble, which was so oftenr 
tills night, and iodebd I. may say evier ainoe^ 
tkmt the trettuarsy' inore or lessf . did not cease Ibr. 
a quait^ of an hour tegethcn^ I couldneveii 
learn, that Qiis terrible fire was owing to any 
silbtenraneouseraptioo, as some reported, but to 
three causes, winch all concurring at the same 
tkiie, will natnratty aecbiint for the prodigious 
hatoc it made : the first ol Nov^nber behig All 
I Saints day, a hsg^ liBstiral among the Portugueise, 

k eipery «tor in ^every church and chapel (amtoe of 

I tliiiich have more tiian twenty) was iili|nidiuit^ 

^ with a tiumber of wax tapers and lamps, as (»is- 

tomary ; these setting fire to. the etirtains and 
1 timber work that fell with the shoc^ the confla- 

1 giatioii aaon spread to the neighbouring houses, 

.^. Voi. XV. K 



411^ 1)611% tlfti« fSiiNRi^^Kib tMfieril^tfaeidM 
chen chimti6fiSr increased taktchiasde^e^lttet 
it might easily harve ckstfo^ed^: the 'whok ciQry 
though no othef^eaQfie h«lH:oiiiJurredy especiajyiTT 
as it hMtwitbncisiteFrap^ton;: i ^ ; 

But what wouIdapiMiar incwdiiile tolyoii^ ^ere 
the ftjct less pitblic aiid'notori6tiS)'.i%tfaat&'f|Ang 
of havdenod :villaiti8, vrho^ had be^ CDiifiiihd,/ <aad 
gotOutoftHiitdn when the WailfeH^ at thefifot 
shock, wemhustly employed in settiiif^ fiieito 
those building, which stood .80iiu<*cfaaiice. q£ 
escaping l^e ^neiiil destruction. I cannot con- 
ceive what could have induced theant lb iliis;ts»i^ 
lish w<srk, eatcept to add to the horrof anddofrfi^ 
sion, that tho^rrvtoaght, by these meansg. have the 
better opportunity <of plundering with 8eeiidty*> 
Btit there wa» no necessity.- for taking this.4ioiH 
ble, as they might cevtain^/have done theivrhli^ 
siness without it ; since the whc^citji^ .was- so 
deserted before nighty that I believe* hot a sonl 
femaiined in it, except those eiie6i:able.^<riilMn8, 
and others'of; the .sane staihp» it Is' possihie 
some ilmong tfaem- niighti hare had othet mo* 
tives besides robfanig, as'one in *particidart being 
apprehended (they say he was a IVLoon cWr 
demned to the gaiHe^)* coofesaed at the gal- 
lows, that he had set fire to the king's palace 
with his own hand ; at the -same tinw glorying 
in the action, and* declaring with hi^ last breath,' 
that he hoped to have biimt atl rthe royal (suanky* 
The fire in short, by some meana oc-c^cSr) may^ 
be said to have destroyed the whole city^ :at lea$t« 
every things that was grand jor vohiabde in it» 
The danoage on this occasion la: not to J^e-esti- 

• Thirty-four of thc»e wretches were eiccutbd^iii "*'ftV*t 
days. " . 4 xi *Ji"/ 



matetf; but.yooinaf ^jiklge it ihiKit havcl been 
xmiheiise^ ftom^ th<^ few fdllowing ps^rticDlxrg. 
'^' :^ thBdinetapefttrf ^ paintings, plate, jewels, 
fti«ntiR^:&e< of the king's palace, amounting to 
mscnii&iiniliibns^^th die itch >yestments and cost* 
tfiei^mlEtoro^tfae^pdiviatciial^ 
taiuat strmck unfipevfcovnied'wi^.nb less pomp 
daa; tlliaitJ'ofth& pope's 'own chapel); all the 
liclnr/af^ilbe .paiape of Bfragan9(Ei, whare^ . the 
dtnni vjirweh^ ^nd pikte of. inesdmable * ^alue, 
With qoaiitiiies of «the finest «t^ tapestries, inter-) 
«6v«n imthi gold . ^aiid .silirei« ^thread^ ^saad bang- 
ingsixxfi'vtlvet and damask^ were- kept ; all the 
ricbf ^DOdfffatMl ^^ices'in the Indki warehouses^ 
^^fid^r tM pedate^r. thuse bdongihg lo the mer- 
dianta o^ dififerent natidAs in the voppoute cus- 
tU!tifbQiqse^3a well 4is ithose in the merehanta'^ 
owntthkm^^ Abd^di9p£a!sed among the numot^us 
|!tepsi)afwf t«^ltt»i iifi^crtaMiem«^ tartkeSif. evenithose^ 
^m^sQboiiidtheiit bad i)ieJ»&k|o£eaii:liping.the^rst* 
iB«iei!i,')fiolEin^>iio*.BeGbrit]piM thfetdpchispa^itesJiieft 
wdfo : aivied. to^ . i^^n^ .IheDe ' either baim: Iwitb 
i}^tspaii»tl:hatfell on esery sidevwJosdiin.the 
kMr»)(taiMk)oahftBion;ti])e peopiewenei^en'io, or 
Iwhibliiii kflieir to Jxayei.beeh the ^eas&Jo£ jnan^ 
penofs ^^wopeytf)* stcden b^ i^ose^^abandcxciied 
i>fflidqs,'>wbaBiade; theiiTjdoubly' wicked adraiit^ 
^gefoBtlM/g^Bfieval-caJaiiiitsr.' rr.r o.c a:iv7 ..:(■. ;>^ 
.ji-WitbiBegnrd to^he MkiingB^it wai»ibtti;yefV 

aDrotig::»Qiidi^ b^MedciiBQfedh'cads^meiidotfed^' 
VlHc, lbcr-:gi»nwBSjafi tl|eapablic:covBj»idiiLet>p 
tilie,gfnil>(tafKbhoflfiiakih di&JI(ideb,.'ihatxidiec^ 

"■'^;^ls tircitWstUnce^scfens td Ik'tolijc Df." siiiQll^i^ihi.', 
aitteV«htt''««HJhqwaltc^ arc> irf a ^eJilJ 'Measu^c^owitig W 
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Ibe. Mii^tK:0Vdxa for t^ tat&v^ixsmsxc6 of poott 
erphftt^lBy 'inostNof ^moni perilled ; .the^fie 
^htucii and cpi^vcaMi i^ Saint Domttigo^ v^re 
V&9 one «# theiabrgest; and Hobiestlitoaries'iM 
Buvoife; tlw gt9Bd icivuwh riif theCamndflbeffi 
supportod hj..tiff(i ftmrsiof iviulbetinairUe.pillftrf^ 
witb the iaimckil0u)i lUDn^ofonr My.t^moMi 
Carmei, whp could not gave her! faiiomilie teaaM 
pie frsm vmru ; the old IsatbedM) which^ woar' df 
an exce8$iv« i^ckness ; die ij^igi^ficenlr cfamch 
of the regukir cUnons of St. Aagtistiiif^ 'ttbt 
mttdi ilniike! ouroSh.PiBLisllv.thOughLnotit9.be 
compared to it/foF bigness^ ietnd loeekoiied iigi 
eonnoiBseurs fhe fintet piece pf «ifchitoctiireia 
Eui^pe^ tvber^.layf the bodies. of- !the latekfai^ 
J<^n, and several of the .rojal fiitiiily>^ «bode 
fnonuments, by. the M of the cupdt%* vmm 
crufibed in pieces : thee cffiitie) or citmWy ^h lciTO D 
ttie anetent archives and reeordU wene-repoated'f 
Ibe pribon of tb&i^uisitien^ 6r Jioi3roAoe; a»H)l, 
it called^ with that o£ the ZnaHxsiray.wbicb -iwiii 
palaiee of the Moonab blnfpi, <yrer vbich th« 
8u|>reinfi ebitrt of justice was held, for dic[ tv^ 
Higof rorlttikiais.. In ^faoutf ith inp6nibtef<td 
enuBienite. the partioobir <faKtnag08m bliMng^ 
M)F^|j.ito :say liM in one word, eveiy « §amt^ 
•faurbh, rcobfvnt^' BuHnerf^ palace^ aivd potffiff 
edifice, with an infinite .mmibei' of ^pdvaite houses^ 
*#£!« ettfaor tbnoum dovsi^ or so.' nun^vabifi iAiat- 
teied, tiiM 1^ Ui.mEderei :d«i^;eRM8 10) fmM 
b^r.tfafiiib)' rA^ to.tbe|iB<]|^ wlso^ lost ttei^ Ibmm 
on thbr/ocsaaion^j liosaji('iiitfauig of those ivbif 
ivefe t^rndbed to deatib <io Ihfsp o(W9>boasii^vi^ 
tome of wbid» no le«s tb»n fcrty pierscvia yrore 
l^ed (as s^ fanj^ly llv^ on, eyery fioor}ffeitlHlX 
meeting with immediate death, of haif^ bitt 



streeto ; you may easily -judge what pradaglMfe 
«Hiinbei»'iiiii«l:have perished in the^ckarc^t and 
convents, aft 4lie first shock faa{ipened at high 
mam, wheQ-tbey-wevei asaemUed at their deyck 
tion^ 

. The vhole number i'Of^ persons thatperishedy 
including those ths^ iftere burnt, or anecwaitis 
crushed to.death' whilst digging. in> the ruins, is 
su^)osed, on the.lowes^ cScuUtioii, tb> amooiiit 
to more than sixty thousand ;iaBd though^ the 
4amage in other respeiets cannot be- commuted, , 
^etyou may form some hka o£ k,' when i as* 
isure-you^ that this, eaftensiib andbpiilentcttf 
iisnow nothmg but a vast heap of nuns, that the 
Tich and poor^ are at present upon a-level, some 
.thousands of fiimilks, which but the day before 
<had been easy in their drcumstanoes, being iiow 
scattered labout in the fields, wantiz^ every co»- 
.Teniency of 4ife, and finding none able to relief^ 
^them. -,•-.• 

*> A few days after the first consternation -was 
over, I ventured, down into the city,.- by the 
«a&st ways. I could pi^ out, to see if there was 
a^poesibiiity of getting! any. thing out 'Of • my 
loggings;, but the ruins were now^so augmented 
by the- late . fire, that I- was so #ui.&Dm being 
able to distuigui^h the individual 8{k)t. .where 
this^houae stood, that..! icoujU hot ev^dn distiii* 
4^iiUi;thestreet9 amidst such^mouKtaftuiof stones 
-and rubbish which nose on every >sidef Soknd 
4a^ after, I ventured down -again cwith i^evend 
fxxrters, whoy having lang^pliedio>these parts of 
the town, were well acquainted wlthi.tke skua^ 
4soa of particular houses ^' by their. aSfaisftaike, 
I at {ast .discover^ the s^t i^kut Jiiasisognijute 
K 3 



^Hi^^m.tdig toe Ml}t thU^AiMi JMdet the 
dnHgero^ such-anattmi}^ wouU nover mfwer 
Ihstsfsnce; ttBdwhat fiivthcr. induoed me. to 
ln^r.attde all though' t of tbt itotter, waa.tlw 
4^t 9f lim. rain&stai smonlui^ Cmti wlumce 
I knew for certain, that those things I sot the 
^reaieatvalttecitBMist.iittve h»n lorseooyerably 
lost in tj>e fine, 

: Qteboththe.timesithe&'IattftixifitedtD niAkc 
ihk .feoitibe^s: search,, espeisiiilly the.fiiBt* thene 
came suoh to, iQtbtflnUojstfnch from .the dead 
tedie% that. L.waajrsad}r to fiunt avay ; and 
Aoi%bitdid,iiQibssfiift wi.^Eeat thia kat tims^ 
fjBtit ha41ii».toJiittfLteea more &tal tome^ 
«A I CDOtracted a iielrer:.b]r :it.; but o£ whicliy 
Gcd^be priuaed^. t soon jgot the . hcltiir* Ho^» 
-ev6f^ tltts-flsadei meaojoavrtioua .for ..the faturOy 



Uttt I. .avoided . paauog^^ vnear. cer tain . ]dacei» 
«here the stencir was. so exaessive that peopk 
i^gaiv \ta . dread an infoctioi\ ; . a . gsntienian 
told me, that going into the town a few dsfys 
after the earthquaUs, he -BXtf. aeverair, bodies 
^dng in the stoeets, aonu^. haniblf. /mangled) 
Jksiie si^poaed, by the dogs; other&^haifhiuiit$ 
some qoite rossted ; and &at in. certain ..pfatcea^ 
jparticidairly ncac Uie. doors of churches^ tlief 
lay in vast heaps, piled upon one another* 

They.have been. em^oyed now for sevend 
dayspafltin taking up the dead b0difl% whiok 
are Garried ottt. intoi the iieighfaoaring fidds | 
but the grBSter-past still remain, under the nib* 
hish, Dor do I tiiunk it would be. safe to reiacflBa 
them, even though it were practicable,, on so- 
oouttt of the stench. 

e' I sImH mention 4)nly <me circumstance more^ 
Briftdng.to:.ihtsdiie«dfol vS^ as tfaece appeani> 



^9dmtMaiii m»f^ «tti«dvdf»drf Anim: ^^ Qm 
Mr. Burmasteis il Hamfoat^b mtrekast of.^ih 
place, had received a fetter from his paitner ik 
Hanibttrghy ad^saig bitd to nemcM^^ ^^ large 
•qittuitity of flaie, and othef vakkahle efibcti^ 
^xm^the bd«is^ he th^n tmid&^ in, fio iStfVettll 
dialantl iMureboiiseB in ^ill»tei3it psff^ usi t!tit 
city, fpivifig' as- a reason for his destttug Wm t6 
use this precaution, tha^ he. had dlMtri^, fotr 
fourteen nights together, the city of Lisbon was 
all onire.' You may depend on the veracity 
of the &ct, as here related, since Mr* BuN 
master publicly shewed tlus letter to every body* 
jBut whether.t^advice was. owing to any super- 
natural warning, or nierely accidental, it wai 
of no manner of .^gnificfudjui) as he did not pay 
the least regard to it ; so that his goods shared 
^e same fate with the rest of ^his neighboursk \ 
Thus, my dear fnend, have L given you a 
genuine, though imperfect account of this 
/tsenUie jitdgmoityW^ch. has* left cad dei^ ^ 
impression «Mi m^ mmd, ,lbat I shall. never w^ar 
iXaS^ ihave lostiA tfae mjsney Lfaadbyme, 
4ttdi have saved no jolhcor .dothefrUhaii what i 
hawe OQ my back ; hut what I regiet.itibBk^ .is, 
the irreparable loaa of my^ bookst and papers. 
To addJo my: present dkttress, those. finQridB'Jto 
wiKym I could bavt» applied on any Jatda&r:o€- 
xaunoB^ are.Qow in the aam^ wsilidudd ci^ctinl> 
ataixes with myself Htiweiver^ Botwithstand- 
mg all I have suffered, I da not; think I have 
veaaon.to despair, butratiier^ to return my grate* 
ful adLuawledgments to the iMmighty, . who 
hath so visibly preserved my life, amidst sush 
dangers, where so many thousands perished: 
and the same. Jgood ;Pr(wid(»Key i^trost, wift 



«M1 CQ»tiiiiie ia^fitotKtt^rmfi m^ mt some 
jl3l32ujis to extricate my^lf but oi\the9e:diifi£iil- 

ties*. J ^ ■ •--"..' ■.-....' i 

li As tih^ place is in such disonjer and confiidioQ, 
^tliat tlaie gdniinistration o( justice iiput a stop 
,tfij, tmd it is. :npt likely. : thjit: any . business . will 
jbte c^ried on for .some titnej I intend to take 
<piyi,|)|iss^g$^ for Engtand^; as soon as a con- 
•?reni6ut^|K>rtunity QfTers. 









^ : HIST6rY OF SPA!!^. 

•^ : - • ■ - Cffi^OTJERf. ^'''* • . ^ ' ' ■■• 

FvomthR^Acceatkn qf:£uric to the Sulntermon qf 
j;; : V Jde Gothk .MmorcHy dytfiig Mi9r^.,j , \ ^ 

>f]7H£ kiQgdbni of Sj^in^ situated between 
■7 4- . ten^and threeidegi^es of east lon^itude^ and 
'betM!^ett.afdrty«>six ^id forty^^fbur degrees < of 
inorth. latitude, is bminded-.l^y the FyHeUfian 
.mountains on the north, by :the;Meditecrai)eati 
^n j^e east, by th^. Straits.of Gibraltar oh. tia£ 
ifik>aih, and by the. Atlimtic Ocean on the we^ 
'Xt>isL^alnd ^oibexsemi hundred miles long, and 
•five^iiuridned broad i; andiHt supposed to costtain 
•^out ten millions of mhabita»ts, on .a<surfibQe 
of 1 50,763 square miles. . . - ^ '. 

-.The soil is naturaJlJr good^ though in<!maQ|r 
iparts , destitute of culttration.; ^d the £u:e df 
the country is prettily diversified with extensive 
j>astures, fertile .vineyards^ and numerous plaior 
tatio^s of'mulbeciy. trees, j which afford sustesr 
nance to myriads of silk worms, and offer an 
inviting umbrage to the way-worn traveller. 
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3^'iDio\nfclaaiis' are clothed with verdure, and 
feathered with shrubs, to their veiy summits j 
flhe/ralli^s^ dre anBtiaily crovni^d with tin ex- 

^ utfprfdiGer.^c^iodori&roas bex^i?, delicious &uit% - 

i fOid, TaluMs' di^gs; and enrexil the txxwels of 

thb favtfi ' ate ' ebriched w$lh 'ie vera! invaluable 
Mneis' atid qiiarries* .Some saluti£sTous springs 
are, aiio, found- at : Granada^' Seville, and ■ Cor^ 

\ dova:; and the' refi^eishing breezes which fre* 

qtlcnlly ^blbwjfimt |he hdls areadmkably adapt* 
edv tr^ an al} gmcioas Providence, to couiiter* 
act'tHeeftcts cfltl^. inseverable. heat, to which 
, tiie southemtdlBferibts are exposed^ in the mombu 

diftfune,J«dy^ .August; and Scrptfamber.' : i^ 
: ■ Amohg tfae- animal pr6dux!tions of tins, couii* 
iry,<*hDrm iiaini the most-idistinguished place; 

' as'beiiig dbemed the most handsome^ s#ift, and 

•en^ctettlei of any ii> El1lxlpe^ the sKdep ar^ 
iikKi:erisialiyi. 'filmed) for thdr^ beautiful wool ; 
mutearand blabk^iidtie 'are alsa tolerably good t 
and:thi$iw^ffibr(ni]fe areTBo exti^eniely 'ferocious; 
thiA a'trollieMrwQffi formerly:' accounted one of 
tte'ldosti' niagnifidtnt entei^lnmenta atthi 
Spa^iBh'iooiirtii f Game and wild; fowl, similar 
to thofie* bf ithe iie%faboiidng^ countlies, i^und 
inmcfti of' the provmces^ and the Spanish seas 
1^ stored 'With vaiiousand exeellent species of 

lim ^B^kmt' timis, Spuii' wis £im%d for ita 
i«[MiM>le^ nuiksi'of'^gbki and'sHveiv and, '^ though 
thetfe'^ have 'di$8p(^«i%dy:it MiXt idfoniir iron; 
copper, lead, cornelian, agate, ci^stali^' hkatQ 
bte, iioiphyry,'jafe^; :anA vaHout Kln|l0 ^' (>re- 
axsm stoioeB* The vogetabtti t^ktxhoctfoii^ am 
tfaa «Ktrq;nel>f .nrnDtmua, pavticulttrtf ortog^s^. 



Gttstiie. ' :The pdpulotiog; is estimated at Ibuix 
hundred thou^iind individuals ; and ^^apic <rf 
the streets are' tolerably spacious ; butt the 
bouses .are rehdered extremely odioua by tl^ 
oinmm^ltttDce of their wiodo^vs being grated 
vith iixHi bais ; and the only rwall that surrounds 
tlie city kbuEt of isUkU • Lodgings are. usilallfi 
let at an «:sc>rbitant rate ; and th^' want of ta* 
vems and coffs^^housei is severely felt' by fcN 
reigners : but pcovisiobs are modesately- cheap ; 
and the p^laees^ or royal hunting-seats, in tiie 
vicinity of diQ-tHmiy acesvorthy of adix4ration. 

Burgos, though formerly the cafntal of thj^ 
kingdom of Castile> has, how apnk into ^b- 
flcuiity, and U only r^mitckable kop its cathen 
dral, which is. one of tiie iinesit Gqthic stmo-* 
tares in Europe. j 

Cadiz, the great emporium of Spanish com* 
aierce, is situated on a small isiand neat* the 
continent of Andalusia, and joined to the main 
land by a fortified bridge* The stfcets ore 
narrow, dirty, and much infested with raW;^ 
but the harbour is excellent,. and the adjacent 
scenery beautifully rural. 

Seville is a spaeious and weH built town, on 
the banks of the Guadalquiver ; but greatly 
decayed both in wealth and jK>pulatiDn. The 
steeple (^ Seville cathedral is accounted one of 
tlie greaiest curiosities in Spain ; a Gothic cas- 
tle in the suburb of Friana is said to have^^e^k* 
the first seat of tlie Spamsh inquisition^ and 
the wall of the city seems to have Been of 
• Moorish construction. 

Cordova, in the province of Andalusia, con- 
tains a magnificent cathedra], and some exten- 



live paMcts belonging to the inquisition ; but 
jfche streets are mean and dirty, and the chief 
trade of the inhabitants consists in a particular 
Idnd of leader called cordovan* 

Barcelona is a handsome circular city, si« 
tuated on the . Mediterranean, and said to have 
been fsunded by Hamilcar Barcas. The gene- 
raEty of the houses are lofty, and the street^ 
are well paved and lighted. The inhabitants, 
who are computed at about 150,000, supply 
the ^nnish troops with most of their arms and 
clothing; and their bravery was demonstrated 
in 1714 by their sustaining a siege against a 
powerful army : but they are iiofortunately 
bigoted to the fopperies of popery, and, on the 
eve of All Souls, they render themselves truly 
ridiculous by ninning fix>m house to house to 
eat chesnuts, under the absurd idea that for 
every chesnut they swailow with due feith the 
soul of a fellow creature will be delivered from 
purgatory. 

Malaga is a large and populous city, sur* 
rounded with a double wall, strengthened hy 
several towers, and commanded by a Moorish 
castle. The streets are in general narrow ; 
but the cathedral is a stupendous structure ; 
and the city is rendered &mous by its great 
antiquity, and the luxuriant fertility of tiie 
drcumjacent country. 

Valencia is a spacious city, surrounded by 
lofty walls ; and its archbishopric is said to be 
one of the best in Spain : but the streets are 
crooked, dirty, and narrow ; the decorations of 
the churches are rather tawdry than mngDifi* 
ceiit; and a considerable part oi the popu- 
lation consists of priests, nuns^ and friars. 

Vol. XV. I. 
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Bilboa is pleasantly situated on the banks of 
the Ybaizabal ; and contains about eight hun- 
dred houses, with a fine square by the water 
side. The streets are remarkably leveli clean, 
and well paved, and the adjacent scenery is 
highly picturesque and interesting. 

Gibraltar, which was taken by the English 
in 1704, and afterwards defended with extra- 
ordinary gallantry against the united forces of 
France and Spai^, is a commodious port, and 
admirably situated for commanding the en- 
trance into the Levant and Mediterranean. 
The town is so completely environed by lofty 
hiUs, and so strongly fortified both by art and 
nature, as to be almost inaccessible ; the har- 
bour is well planted with cannon; and the 
strength of the garrison is judiciously adapted 
to the importance of the place. 
: The other principal cities in Spain are Es- 
curial, in the province of New Castile, famous 
for its magnificent palace; Salamanca, a beau- 
dfiil and opulent town in Leon ; Granada, con- 
taining the .magnificent palace of the Alham- 
bra ; Carthagena, in Murcia, noted for its ma- 
nu&ctures of esparto ropes and cables; To- 
ledo, situated on the river Tagus ; ComposteDa 
in Galicia ; Oviedo in Asturia ; Saragossa fai 
Arragon ; Roses in Catalonia ; Pampeluna in 
Navarre ; and Badajos in Estramadura. The 
European islands belcmging to this kingdom 
are those of Majorca, Yvica, and Minorca. 

The generality of the Spaniards are of' a nud- 
dle stature and well prc^rtioned ; their com- 
plexion is dark, and their eyes and countenances 
are remarkably expressive. The men are 
famed for their secrecy^ teipperance) and fi- 
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ddKly, fUMi the women have been frequently ex- 
toUed on account of. their personal charms s 
>but the virtues of the former are sacUy tarnished 
by the just imputation of indolence, pride, and 
jealousy ; and the beauty of the latter is said to 
exist chiefly in their novels and romances* How« 
ever, as the inhabitants of the Spanish provinces 
differ materiaUy from each other, it may be 
proper to give their characters in the language 
of a justly celebrated traveller. ^ The Catalans^ 
says Mr* Smnbum, ^^ are an active stirring set 
of men, who seem well calculated for busi- 
ness, travelling, and manu&ctures ; the Va* 
fencians are a more sedate race, better adapted 
ta the occupations of husbandry, less eager to 
change their situation, and of a more timid and 
auspicious cast of mind than the former ; the 
Andalusians seem to be the greatest talkers of 
Spain; the New Castilians are, perhaps, the 
least industrious of the whole nation ; the Old 
Castilians are laborious, and retain much of the 
ancient simplicity of manners ; the Arragonese 
aie a mixture of Castilian and Catalan, rather 
inclining to the former; the Biscayners are 
acute ami diligent, but impatient of controul ; 
and the Galicians are a plodding race of mor- 
tals, who roam over Spain in search of a hardly 
earned subsistence." The bull feasts, or fights 
^cavaliers, form a striking trait in the manners 
oi the Spaniards ; dancing is, also, so univer* 
sally admired, that a grandmother, mother, and 
daughter, frequently join in the same country 
dance ; and noctumsd serenades are very fre- 
quent in the principal cities. 
The government of Spain is that of an ab- 
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solute faereditaiy monarchy; and femdes are 
capaMe of succescuon. The king is inaugurated 
by the defivery of a sword, without the cere« 
mony of coronation; his eldest son is called 
« prince €i Asturias ;" and his youngest chit* 
dren of both sexes are distinguished by the ap- 
pellation of infantas. . 

The privy council, consisting of a number of 
grandees appointed by the king, is only autho- 
rized to prepare and digest papers for the cabinet 
council, in which the direction of the executi%« 
government is vested ; the council of war takes 
cognizance of aH military affiurs ^ and the 
council of Castile is the supreme law tribuml 
Courts of royal audience are estabtished in Se- 
ville, Saragossa, Valencia, and Barcelona : and 
there are several subordinate tribunate for th» 
police, finances, &c* The government of Spiu' 
nish * America forms a s^iarate system^ and is 
delegated to various magistrates, who^ in their 
respective districts aie almost sdMohite. A 
council for the Indies is established ifk Old 
Spain, and consists of a governor, fear secm^ 
taries, twenty-two counsellors, and other officers^ 
The cortes, or parliamente of the kingdom, are 
abolished, and even the £unt remains of their 
constitution seem to be threatened with anni* 
hilation. 

The military force of Spmii is computed at 
ninety thousand men, including regulars and 
militia ; and the navy co&sists of seventy sail <tf 

* The forrien poasenioBs of Spain, besides those in 
America, are the islands o^ St. Lazaro, the Ladroncs, and 
the Philippines, in Asia ; and the towns of Aran, Ccuta,. 
and Masal^ver, in Africa. 
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Hie lioe, tht«e ships of fifty gfiiis$ seyentoti^ 
frigates, nineteen sloops, two fire sbips, and twa 
hospital ships. 

The annual reTenues, arising to the kingf 
from Old Spain, amount to five millions ster-^ 
ling ; andr these form the best support of hi» 
goYemment : for though his American income 
£e«very great, it is genersdly embezzled or an- 
ticipated before it reaches his coiu*t. The taxes* 
whence the internal revenues arise, are so various 
and aibitrary that it is impossible to* fix them. 
with any degwe of precision. 

The estaUished religion of Spain is popery ;; 
and the inhabitants have been so steady in the 
profesuon and practice of its greatest absurdities, 
that their sovereign is distinguished by the epi* 
thet of '^ most Catholic*" The in&mous tribur* 
nal of the inquisition is also established in this 
oountry : but the power of the ecclesiastics has 
been considerably reduced of late yeara ; and a 
royal edict has been promulgated to i»«vent the 
admission of novices into convents without spe* 
cial permission. It is, however, computed that 
there 9re now in Spain fifty-four thousand fnarsf 
thirty-four thousand nuns, and twenty thousand 
seci^dergy. There are, likewise, eight arch« 
bishoprics, forty-six bishoprics, and twenty-four - 
universities. 

Such of the ^Mnish nobility and gentry a» 
are unmixed with Moorish fomilies are distin**^ 
guished by the general appellation of <<Hi«r 
dalgo ;" and are divided into princes, duke% 
flsatquisses, counts, viscounts, and other inferior 
titles. The orders of knighthood are those of 
the Golden Fleece, Calatrava, St. Jb^qo de Comu^^ 
L 3 
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posldifty MoAtesa, The Lady of Mercy, Charies 
III. and Alcantara* 

The Spanish language is expresdTe and m»» 
jfestic ; and might be called a spurious Latin 
were it not for several exotic words and temuna- 
lidns, that have been introduced by *^e Goths 
and Moors. It makes but an indifferent figure 
in transhition ; but it may be considered as a 
standard tongue, having retained its purity for 
nearly two hundred years. 

Literature cannot be expected to flourish un<» 
der so despotic a government as that of Spain : 
there are, however, some good productions, in 
die Spaidsh language, on various literary sub- 
jects ; and several of tibe cities and palaces ex*- 
faibit striking spedmens of Spanish painting, at^ 
chitectore, and sculpture. 

It appears expedient to commence our hiHor^ 
of Spain with the accession of Euric, who is 
eommonly considered as the founder of iJtm 
Gothic monarchy in diat country : but in onier 
to tender it the more perepicuous and inidligi* 
Me, we must take a rapid survey of the genend 
state of afifoirs not only in Spami, but likewise in 
the adjacent nations. 
^ ^ The eastern coasts of Spain were, al 

^55/ tills time, possessed by the Romiuis, 
though the power of that pi^^e hnd 
iufiered a sensible diminution ; the western part 
ef the country was subject to Resiniond, king oC 
the Sueves, who had secured his territories by 
a prudent marriage with the daughter of Theo* 
doric ; and the interior provinces, togetiier witii 
those on the frontiers of Gaul, were held by the 
^Hbugothsy who had fixed the seat of their king^ 



§sm «£ Thoulotiie. ijeo L gwmycd the scepcie 
di the eastern empire, and pMseased suilcieiil 
anthontjr to notmnate vbl cmptmr of the west z 
and the Vandak ^ivere maaters of ail> die CMistt 
<yppo9ite to Spain, under their mananch Genaerie, 
Who tad reAdei^ himself formidabte to cM hia 
eneimes, and was gen^ndlf admowledged aa a 
lawfU prince. AH these nations prolessed ^»e 
religion of Christ ; but the Visigoths, Suc^nea, 
and Vandals, were unhapiHly cimtaminated with 
the penucioas heresy of Ariaa ; and &ey appear 
to have acted widi gK^eat orqeity toward the 
Catholic inhahitants of some Gallic uid Spanish 
pfovinces whidi had been torn ^m the Roman 
enypire* 

- Euric, having obtained possesion of those e»> 
tensive dominions which had been acqnired bf 
^le valonrof hisfiifther Theodoric, conceived the 
design of driving the Ron»^s entirely out of 
Spain ; and actimBy made hhnsdf maater lof 
f^Empdhma, Sara!gossa,<>atak)nia, Valencia, and 
•Lusitania. Some strenuouaexerlians were in- 
deed made, by the nobility and gentry, against 
diis encroachment of the Visigoths ; but these 
were rendered abortive, and Eurit, having pro« 
vided lor the safety of his new conquests, kd his 
^victorious army intoCraul, where he successively 
tedooed the important dties of Touns, Bourges, 
^and Clermont. 

On the deposition c^ Augui^ti^s, and the 
aubvermn of the western empm, Euric ac- 
cepted a proffered alliance with Odoacer, king of 
Uie Heruii ; and made himself master of Aries 
'and MarseiHes, which had hitherto remamed in 
^te kands of the Romans. The Burgundiana 
were alarmed at the augfiaenting power of th^ 
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warlike neighbour, and endeayoufed to arrest the 
progress of his arms, by makiog an irrupti<»i in- 
to his territories: but they were compelled to 
retreat with considerable loss ; and Euric devot- 
ed the remainder of his life to the enjoyment of 
peace and the cultivation of the milder arts* 
He died in the nineteenth year of his reiga; and 
left his Spanish and Gallic dominions to his son 
Alaric* 

. ^ Euric's successor commenced his gO" 

^3^ ' vemment with great mildness, and pro* 
Tided for tl^ security of his subjects by 
espousing a daughter of Theodoric, king of the 
Ostrogoths. He also caused the Theodpsian 
code of laws to be abridged by one of the most 
learned lawyers of that age ; and exerted him* 
self to compose some differences which had ari« 
sen between his predecessor and the king of the 
Franks : but in the latter attempt he unfortunate- 
ly &iled ; and hostilities ensued, which termir 
nated in his death, and the utter defeat of his 
most gallant forces. 

^ After this catastrophe, which hap- 

j^y • pened within nine mUes of Poitiers^ 
some of the veteran officers of the Visi- 
goths retired into Spain, with Amalaric the only 
surviving son of their deceased master. The 
major part of the troops, however, refused to 
invest an infant with the sovereignty at so end,- 
cal a juncture ; and consented that GeSalaic, a 
natural son of Alaric, should assume the regal 
dignity. 

Gesalaic had scarcely ascended the vacant . 
throne, before he was defeated by the Burgun* 
dians, and compelled to flee into Spain, whence 
he was afterwards driven into iUrica ; whilst 
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die Visigothitbaving received some powerful 8uo> 
cours from Theodork, resumed their wonted coa«- 
rttge^ and oUiged both the Franks and Burgun- 
dians to abandon their late conquests* Th^ 
king of the Ostrogoths claimed the country of 
Provence^ as a remuneration for his assistance o& 
this occasion : but he governed the rest of 
Alaric's territories merely as regent for Ama- 
laric, and entrusted the administration with a 
' person of known merit and ability. 

After an 9b»nce of about four years, Ge* 
salaic returned into Gmdy and raised a nume- 
rams body of forces, in order to attempt the rer 
coveiy of some of the Spanish cities : but he 
was soon encountered and slain by part of Theo* 
dmc's army ; and Amalaric, having aUained 
to years of matunty, was put in posaeanonoT 
his other's dosminkms. 

Sfaortiy afiter he had aasumedtiie reins ^ ^ 
ef goyemmentf Amabric became eoir ..3^ 
•anured of Cio^da^ daughter of Clovis^ 
and the nuptaida were aolemniied wkh gteat 
BMigmficence : but his subsequent conduct waa 
so base and nnsiaoly, that the unhappy princess 
Bent an affecting descripdon of her sufferings 
ta her brethien, among whom the kingdom of 
the Franks was (tivided, and earnestly requested 
them to iitterfene on hor behal£ Hereupon Chil* 
dabert, king ci France^ marched with a ppwer- 
fal amy into the territories of the aggressor, 
and gained a decisive victory over the Vangoth& 
Amalaric fell a sacrifice to the lesentment of bat 
invaders ; Ctotikla, dying en the road to her 
bfotber's dominions, was interred with her royal 
tehcrinthe mMMstery of St* Gcnev^eveif and 
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the conqueror enriched his churches with tht 
treasures of his fallen adversary. > 

The royal femily of the Goths bdng extinct^ 
it was necessary to fill the vacant throne by elec* 
tion ; and the general choice fell upon Theudis, 
Ddio had governed Spain with unblemished repu* 
tation, during the minority of the deceased prince. 

Theudis had scarcely assumed the royal title 
before the (Hinces of the Franks resolved to drive 
both him and his Gothic subjects out of Gaul* 
This design, however, was suspended for some 
time, and eventually frustrated by the prudence 
and conduct of the new king. But he was, soon 
after, repulsed with ignominy by some imperial 
forces whom he attempted to expel from the city 
of Ceuta, in Africa ; and, on his return to Spaiiiy 
he was assassinated by a pretended maniac. 
-^ The Visigoths haying performed their 

548. ^^ mounifol duties to their deceased 
master, conferred the supreme dignity 

upon one of thdr commanders, named Theo» 
dosile : but hir intemperance, hist, and cruelty 
rendered his reign so odious, that a conspiracf 
was soon formed against bis pereon, and he 
was murdered at an entertainment, after he had 
disgraced the regal title for about seventeen 
months* 

T) Upon the death of this tyrant, Agik 

549. * V£is placed on the vacant throne ; but 

as his elevation had resulted entirely 
from the choice of the conspirators, without any 
of the usual fonns, many of the nobility were 
disgusted ; and a general spirit of disaffection 
began to appear in several of the provinces. 
The people of Cordova not only refused to aC" 



knowledge htm for their sovemgn^ but had re- 
course to armS) and dented him in a pitched 
battte; a body of imperial tpoops, under the 
<»mmand of Liberius, joined the malecontentsy 
and too^L possession oi ail the maritime country 
from the fortress of Gibraltar to the confines of 
Valencia ; and Agila was eventually put to death 
by the noJsles who attended upon his person, but 
who were provoked by his insolence, and dis- 
tracted at the idea of the civil war which had 
followed his election* 

. The news of Agila's death was no ^ j^ 
sooner made public, than Athanagilde, .\^ ' 
a Visigoth of noble extraction, who had 
taken an active part in the late rebellion, was 
proclaimed king with umversal acclamations ; 
and, by his command, the seat of the Gothic 
monarchy was removed to Toledo. The com- 
mencement of his reign was extremely mild ; 
and his subjects rej<Hced in observing that he 
FiHier chose to establish his authority on their 
affections than their fears. A temporary alarm 
tWas, indeed, excited by some unwarrantable en- 
croachments of the Imperialists : but this was 
soon and efectually obviated by the zeal of 
Athanagilde and the bravery of his adherents* 
. The remainder of his life, exclusive of some do- 
mestic vexations which arose from the marriage 
of one of hid daughters with the king of Soissons, 
was passed in perfect tranquillity ; and he died, 
in the thirteenth year of his reign, equally ve- 
tk&TBitd by his subjects and respected by his 
nei^bours* 

' An interregnum of five months succeeded 
the death, of tMs amial^ prince i and, during 
that period, the nation suffered severely from 
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the private viewB and jealousies of Hie nobfe^ 
and from the bold innovations of the Imperii 
idists. At length, however, the inhabitants of 
most of the cities became discontented, and the 
nobles deemed it expedient to provide for their 
own safety by making choice of a king. 

This resolution being adopted, Liuva, govern- 
or of the Gothic provinces in Gaul, was nomi- 
nated as the successor of Athanagilde ; and k 
is universally agreed by historians, that no in* 
dividual was ever more deserving of a crown, for 
piety, prudence, and bravery were happily uni- 
ted in his character, and his patriotism induced 
him to lay aside every thought of private advan- 
tage, in order to devote his whole attention td 
the welfare of his subjects. Perceiving the 
necessity of a careful ad«ninistratton in the 
Gallic provinces, and knowing that the VisU 
goths might be easily expelled from their l^* 
nish dominions if they hsd not a chief of dis- 
tinguished abilities in that country, he associated 
his brother, Leorigilde, in the regal dignity^ 
and requested him to reside at the court of 
Toledo ; whilst himself remained in Gaul, and 
took every pos^ble precaution for the preserva* 
tion of his people's security, and the augmenta- 
tion of their felicity* These excellent designs . 
he fully accomplished ; and died universally re^ 
grctted, in the year five hundred and seventy* 
two, after an honourable and usefiil reign of five 
years. 

Leovigilde had, previoasly to his brother's 
death, restored the reputation of the Groths in 
Spain by several great achievements : and, on 
his becoming sole monarch, he determined to 
chastise edl the revolted provinces, and to redupe 



Ifaem under that fcnrn of gbvemmetit which he 
thought proper to impose. This great design 
was accomplished with complete success ; and 
Leovigilde had the satisfiiction of observing tha 
the reputation of his arms increased with everf 
campaign ; .and that his 'government was now 
established in . perfect security. , 

^ Ajixiousto improve this favourable conjuncture 
to the advantage of his own femily, he prevailed 
on the Visigoths to admit the association of his 
two sons, Uermenigilde and Recared, as heii% 
escpectant of the kingdom, and as possessors of 
a certain share of the regal authority. He also 
concluded a nlarriage between Hermenigilde 
and the princess Ingonde, and sent the young 
€Ouple to keep their court at Seville : but, in con- 
sequence ci some religious disputes, a civil war 
ensued between the Mher and the son ; and the 
latter being reduced to great extremities, was 
despoiled of all ensigns of royalty, suid thrown 
iBto prison at Tol^o* This quarrel, .among 
other mischievous consequences, occasioned a 
violent persecution against the Catholic bishops 
and clergy, and gave rise to a general rebellion 
of the Vascons, who inhabited the countries of' 
Navarre, Jacca, and Guipuscoa. 

While the king was employed in suppressing 
this revest, Hermenigilde escaped from his pri- 
son, and took the best measures &>r his security 
by fortifying himself in Seville : but that city 
was reduced to such extremities, by Leovig^ldey 
that the unfortunate prince was obliged to quit 
it, and to retire to Cordova, where he was again 
made prisoner by his exasperated father. From 
Cordova he was sent, in chains, to Seville, and 
shut up in a solitary tower, where he received an. 

Vol. XV. -M 
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offer of fiirg^reness, on condition of fara renoune-' 
ing the cathdic &ith, and commumcating with 
an Arian preiate : bat as he rejected th^ pro- 
posals with honest indignation^ he was prira^y 
murdered by the rc^al command, and his only 
son, whom he had by the |>rincess Ingonde^ was 
sent to Con^ntinople* 
^ jj Some time jtfter this tra^cal occur- 

-*g^ * rente, Leovig^lde tamed his victorious 
arms against the Sueves, who were un- 
der the power of an usurper named Andaca* 
He jnet with a very feeble resistance in his pas* 
sage to Bragne ; and on the reckiction of that 
city he banished Andaca to Badajbs, amd^ibfiged 
him to becoiiie a priest, in order to prevent any 
future disturbances from his intrigues or pre- 
tensions. Thus was the kingdom o( the Sueves 
subverted ; and from this period the two nations 
of the Sueves and Visigoths acknowledged the 
same sovereign. 

The Franks made a powerful irruption, about 
the sanw time, into Leovigilde*s GalKc domi- 
nions : but they were repulsed with considerabie 
Jess by the bravery of prince Rechared ; and 
the young conqueror acquired a considerable de- 
gree of popularity^ at his return, by e^x)using 
the daughter of a powerful and opulent Goth. 
Toward the latter end oC the year Leovigihle 
died, in an advanced age, at Tolediy^aiid is 
sakl^ by some histories, to have been reconciled 
to t^ catholic &ith: Imt this &ct is by no 
means indisputaUe. 

In the character of Leovi'gilde, as in theise of 
most heroes, we perceive a combination of good 
and evil quaHties. Ambition, avarice, sund 
cruelty have been justty charged upon faimhy 
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most writers i y^t (historical justice compels us? 
to observe, thaJt he was a brave commander, a 
Ipreat economist) a lover of equity, and an able 
politician. He i^edaced a disordered government 
to perfect regularity j revised and enforced those 
salutary laws wliich, from the time of Alaric, 
had been shamefully neglected ; settled a royai 
treasury, and regulgted the finances ; overawed 
the Imperialists ^nd the neighbouring barbarians- 
by the terror of his ^rms ; and, by cajoling, Qpf* 
rupting, and dividing his enemies, graidually pre- 
pared them for subjection. He was the first 
king of the Visigoths who assumed the insignia 
pf royalty ; and he conducted himself on all ce- 
ssions With such fortitude and majesty, that be 
was much more respected ths^ any of his pred^- 
C^sors. All ranks and descriptions of people 
submitted to hi^ ^thprity and executed his com- 
mands without murmuring i and it is evident 
tliat this genera} obedienpe resulted principally 
from a conviction pf the solid advantages wbicK 
^rose from his uniforp^} and well regulated ad- 
ministration- 

Recared* th^ only surviving spn of ^ j^ 
JL.epvigilde, wai^ railed to th^ vacant ^g^/ 
thrpne, immediately after his fatber'8 
decease i and hv$ fir^t cfire was to pursue the 
.negociations which had be(?n opened in the late 
reign betw^n the Visigpths, md their powerful 
neighbours the Franks. At the qourts of Or- 
leans and Burgundy, the proposed Accommoda- 
tion was rejected with contempt : but Chil- 
debert, king of Anstrasia, laid- aside bis hostile 
intentions, ^nd, after mature deliberation, con- 
riuded a definitive treaty of peftce* The forces 
ff Gonir»n, king gf Orleansb made an irruptioR^ 
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' into tbe provinces which the Visigoths still held 
in Gaul, and obtained some important advan- . 
tages ; but they were at length attacked by the 
army of Recared, and repulsed with prodigious 
slaughter. 

Whilst the Visigoths were triumphing in the 
happy effects of this victory, Recared made a 
public acknowledgment of his conversion to the 
catholic faith, and at the same time proposed the 
introduction of that religion into all parts of his 
dominions. An innovation, so bold in its nature 
and so important in its consequences, might be 
naturally supposed to occasion much commotion 
in' the kingdom ; and, though it was received 
with all the exterior marks of approbation, it was 
followed by several alarming conspiracies against 
the king's person and government. These, 
however, were all discovered and frustrated ; 
and, in spite of all the exertions of the Arian 
prelates and nobility, the catholic religion was 
firmly established in a solemn assembly at Tole- 
do, and the conversion of the Visigoths became 
a national act. 

Having accomplished this great work, Reca- 
red espoused the princess Clodosinde, sister of 
Ingonde, and sent ambassadors to pope Gre- 
' gory the Great, in order to procure an extract 
of the treaties between his predecessor, Athana- 
gilde, and the emperor Justinian, that he might 
clearly understand the terms upon which the 
- Imperialists still retained certain territories hi 
Spain. He also chastised some Gascons who 
had made an irruption into his dominions, and 
made some laudable exertions for the amend- 
ment and promulgation of various salutary laws; 
b\it whilst he was devoting his entire 'attention to 



liie fdkitf of bis peopk)) ha wm seized with a 
St of illness which terminated in his death, after 
an equitable and glorious reign of fifteen years. 

The' respect for the memory and vir- . ^ 
tues of Recared was so imiversal, that ^^ ' 
both the nobility and eommonaUy were 
anxious to preserve the crown in his fenuly, and, 
as he had no tegitimate issue, they bestowed the 
regal dignity upon his natund son, liuva, who 
a^qi^ears to have been a youth of engaging man- 
ners and promising abilities. This prince, how-* 
eyer^ was unfortunately betrayed into an impru-^ 
4ent action ^painst the Imperialists ; and the 
traitor, who led him into this error, not oiily 
went over to the opposite party, but basely de- 
posed the king, thrust him into prison, and even* 
fually caused him to be put to death. - 

Tim treacherous Witeric was immedi- ^ j^ 
atejy proclaimed hing by his unprin^ ^^' 
ci^^M adherents ; and his accession was 
marked by a vigorous war against the Imperial^ 
iaia, whom he reduced to great distress at the 
battle oi Siguenca. He afterwards attempted 
to form a powerful aliianee against Theodoric, 
king of Burgundy, who had demanded his 
daughter in marriage, and then refused to con<» 
summate the nup^ds ; but^ the league being 
suddenly dissolved, he became an object of de« 
risioo to all his neighbours $ and his subjects 
were so discontented with his government, that 
hsi was soon taken off by assassination, and hia 
cofpse,. after being dragged through the streets 
with every mark of ignominy, was deposited in 
a place appropriated fer the sepulture of com* 
monmak&ctors. 

M 3 
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Gundemap, a man of consRderable note 
^jq' among the Visigoths, and "" one of the 
leaders of the late rebellion, was next 
elected to fill the vacant throne* He studied, 
from the very commencement of his reign, to 
maintain an amicable correspondence with the 
Franks ; and it has been asserted, that he pur- 
chased their friendship by an annual pension i 
yet it is certain that he possessed much person* 
al bravery, and his successful expeditions against 
the Gascons and Imperialists, have entitled him 
to a considerable share of military imputation* 
He died in his own dominions, after a short reign 
of less than two years, and was universally re- 
gretted on account of his piety, courage, and 
unfeigned patriotism. 
. ^ The regal dignity was now conferred 
5 J 2^ * u^lbjn a person of the name of Sisebut, 
whoi to many natural virtues added the 
accomplishments and advantages of sound em-^ 
dition. The beginning of his reign was dis* 
turbed by two insurrections, one of the Rucons, 
and the other of the Asturians ; but the rebels 
were soon reduced to obedience, and their sub- 
jugation gave great celebrity to the arms of the 
new monarch. 

Shortly after this occurrence, Sisebut con- 
ceived the intention of reducing all that part^of 
the country which still remained in the hands 
of the Imperialists ; and his successes on this 
occasion were so brilliant, that the patrician 
Cesarius found it expedient to request a cessa- 
tion of arms, and Heraclius, the Greek empe- 
ror, was easily persuaded to ratify a treaty, by 
which he relinquished all his Spanish posse»* 
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aSbn^ except Alg»rre) on the coast of the Me- 
diterranean. Elated with his triimiph over the 
imperialists, Sisebut resolved to chastise the in- 
habitants of the opposite coast of Africa, who 
had conmiitted various piracies in his territo- 
ries, and accordingly made a powerful descent 
on Mauritania, part of which he reduced, and 
left under the care of his own troops* This was 
the last great action performed by this prince^ 
for he was soon after summoned by the angel 
of death, in the tenth year of his reign. 
- Anxious to demonstrate their grati- . j^ 
tude for the beneficial effects which had 5^^/ 
resulted from Sisebut's administration, 
the nobility determined to set his son upon the 
vacant throne, and, accordingly caused him to 
be proclaimed by the name of Recared the 
' Second. This prince appears to have been the 
exact counterpart c^ his excellent &ther, and, 
though a minor, he gave such convincing proofs 
of his prudence and amiable disposition, that 
the whole nation exulted in the anticipation of 
those pleasures which they should, in all proba- 
bility, enjoy beneath his protection ; but he had 
scarcely borne the regal title four mon^s before 
he was attacked with an indisposition which 
proved fatal, and involved the kingdom of the 
Visigoths in general regret and mourning. 

When the first emotions of sorrow -^ ' 
had subsided, and the nobility began to ^^^' 
reflect on the impolicy of leaving their 
nation without a master, Suintila, an illegiti- 
mate son of Recared L was placed on the 
throne ; and the commencement of his reign 
waa equally calculated to render his subjecta 
happy, and himself respectable. He also ac-^ 
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quired much celebrity^ b3r tke seal and MUty 
with which he repulsed an i&Tasion of the Gafr* 
Gons ; and by his subaequent expulsion of the 
ImperiaMsts he became sole monarch of Spain, 
an honour which several of his predecesaors had 
tihirsted for, bm Heme of them had erer at<r 
tained. 

Suintila had no sooner gcdned the affections 
of his people, and prevailed on the nobility to 
admit the association of his son, Ricimer, in the 
government, than he laid aside all his virtues, 
and assumed the behaviour of a haughty, vo* 
luptuous, and sanguinary tyrant. The nobles, 
who had raised him to the throne, were treated 
with c<M»tempt ; the lower orders were rendered 
completely wretched by numerous and exorbi- 
tant taxes ; and the most unwarrantable cruel-^ 
ties were exercised upon all who presumed 
to remdnstrate against these arbitrary pro^ 
ceedings. 

In this posture of affairs, l^scnand, governor 
of the Gothic territories in Gaul, formed the 
design of suhverung his. master's government, 
and presentinl^ himself as a candidate for the 
crown. Aceor^ngly, having procured some 
forces from Dagobert, king of France, he made 
an irruption into Spain, and took possesiucm of 
Saragossa. Upon the first intelligence of this ] 

revolt, Suintila put himself at the head of his * 

army, and made the necessary dispositions for a 
decisive engagement : but ho had the mortifica- ' 

tion to hear his competitor saluted king by his 
own troops, and he was consequently reduced 
to the sad necessity of consulting his personal 
safety by an ignominious Bight, whilst Sisenand 
marched in triumph U> Tokdo, and took pos^ 
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session of the throne to the general satis&ction 
of the whole nation. 

The commencement of this reign was . j. 
disturbed by some disputes respecting 5' ' 
the remuneration which had been pro- 
mised to Dagobert, and by ^oihe vile artifices 
of Geilan, Suintila's brother; but the former 
were happily terminated, and the latter, instead 
of effecting their design, fell upon the head of 
•the faithless projector, who, being stripped of 
his honours and estates, passed the remainder 
of his life in unpitied wrejtchedness. 

In the third year of his reign, Sisenand sum- 
moned a council at Toledo ; in which, among 
various otlier matters, it was enacted, that Suin- 
tila and his children should be incapable of 
any public office, and that all their goods and 
estates should be confiscated, excepting such as 
his majesty should, in his private capacity, be- 
stow upon them for their subsistence. The fu- 
ture acts of Sisenand are passed over in silence : 
but it appears that he died a natural death, after 
holding the reins of government for rather more 
than five years. 

Chintila was next invested with the . -^ 
sovereignty ; and a council was held at A5 * 
Toledo for regulating the political and 
ecclesiastical affairs of the kingdom. A royal 
edict was also promulgated, by which all the 
Jews resident in Spain were required to embrace 
the Christian faith, ' or immediately to quit the 
country. This edict rendered the king extreme- 
ly popular among his catholic subjects, and in 
the sixth council of Toledo, he received the 
compliments of the assembly upon that subject. 
..He appears to have swayed the sceptre with 
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great moderatieni and the g^ierality of th^ 
people were so peifectly satisfied with his co^ 
duct, that prayers were incessantly offered) and 
vows were frequently made for his health ai|d 
prosperity ; but he died in less than Ibur ytars 
after his elevation to the throne. 
^ ^ Chintila had no sooner submitted to 
640. ^^ mortal conditiofi,. than his scm Tulga 
succeeded to his dignities, with the un^ 
nimous consent of the nation. This prince ap- 
pears to have inherited all the virtues of hiji 
father; but, on account of his youth, he wajs 
incapable of con^ecting^ the abuses which had 
begun to overspi^ad his doininions, afidj aftpr 
some deliberation, the principal nobiHty judged 
it expedient to depose him, and to bestow tlie 
diade^) upon a person of mature age and abili- 
ties* Accordingly, the young king was se- 
cluded in a monastery, and ChipdasuifilhO) a 
venerable statesmian, was appointed tp termi- 
nate thos^ disorders which seemed to tbreaiten 
the extinction of the Qothic monarchy* 
^ j^ This revolution was not e£Rpcted wlth- 
^]^jj ' out much commotion, and some eflU- 
sion of blood ; bqt Chindasuintho re- 
solved to maintain his new title by force^ and 
eventually cpmpelled all the inhabitants of Spain 
to aclpiowl^ge him as their lawful sovereign* 
In the sixth year of this reign a council was held 
at Toledo, in which some canons were Biade 
for the security of the king's person and go- 
vernment, and the terrors of perpetual exccmtir 
munication were levelled against s^l personv^ 
who should either revolt fW)m their allegiance, 
or apply for foreign aid against ihe existing ad- 
ministration* About the same time^ a younn:. 
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Mhrehtitmr, nmatd Ardaebosta, amr^d at Toledoy^ 
and ingratiated himself so effectuaDy with the 
Jong and peopie^ that he socm rose to considera- 
ble preferment, and received the hand of Chinda- 
saintho's cousin german in marriage* 

After he had, in a great measure, obliterated 
the effects of his former severity, by various acts 
of clemency and generosity, the king desired 
that his son, Recesuintho, might be admitted to 
a participation of the government ; and, having 
obtained this Request, he devoted his own time 
entirely to the enjo3rments of religion and medio 
tation till the period of his death, which happen- 
ed in the ninety-first year of his age, and the ele- 
venth of his reign* He appears to have been 
thoroughly acquainted with the constitution of 
the Visigoths, and took great pains to preserve 
its vigour and uniformity. He was also celebrat- 
ed in the age in which he lived, on account of 
hts piety and admiration of literature ; and he is 
said to have founded the monastery of St. Ro- 
manus (now called the monaistery of Omisgay) 
between Toro and Tordesillas* 

Recesuintho, having gained a decisive ^ ^ 
victory over an army of revolted Gas- 5^, ' 
eons, summoned a council at Toledo, in 
order to settle the aHairs of the kingdom, and 
presented a written memorial to the members of 
tibat assembly, in which he -made an avowal of 
the catholic &ith, and recommended a punctual 
execution of t;^e new canons. He also publish** 
ed an e^ct» whereby it was declared, that What- 
ever estates 6r effects were acquired by the Spa«- 
Uiah monarehs after their accession, should be an- 
nexed to the ,crown, and belong to their succech 
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sors ; but that their private fortunes should de- 
scend to their children. 

From this time, the reign of Recesuintho was> ^ 

perfectly calm ; the clergy were entirely devoted- I 

to his service ; the Jews, whom he had designed 
to treat with severity, contrived to pacify him 
by an humble memorial ; and the generality of 
the people rejoiced in his mild and equitable ad- ! 

ministration. He had, however, an alarming ] 

prospect abroad ; for the Saracens began to com-> 
mit dreadful devastations in Africa, and the 
forces that presumed to oppose their progress 
were defeated with prodigious slaughter. The 
apprehensions whibh Recesuintho entertained of 
these formidable neighbours preyed upon his spi- 
rits, and threw him into a disorder which termi- 
nated his mortal existence in the twenty-fourth 
year of his reign. 
. _^ Upon the demise of this amiable 
Aj.* prince, the Gothic nobles and prelates 
assembled in order to make choice of a 
successor ; and they unanimously cast their eyes 
upon Wamba, a nobleman of known virtue and 
consummate experience. Wamba, through an 
excess of modesty, refused the proffered digni- 
ty ; but the menaces of some and the tears of all 
who were present overcame his constancy, and 
he consented to assume the reins of government, 
after reminding them that his own ambition had 
no share in this transaction. His behaviour on 
this occasion seems to have endea]:ed him to the 
populace, and the ceremony of his coronation 
was performed with equal joy and solemnity, 
in the church of St. Peter and St. Paul, at 
Toledo. 
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Wamba was scarcely established on tlie 
throne before he was disturbed by an insurrec- 
tion of the Gascons and Asturians, and by the 
more alarming revolt of count Paul, an old and 
experienced officer, who basely threw off his 
allegiance, and assumed the regal title in Nar- 
bonne. But the king acted with such vigi- 
lance and resolution, that the rebels were soon 
reduced to obedience, and the usurper was, 
after an obstinate resistance, stripped of his dia- 
dem and purple, and sentenced to pass the re- 
mainder of his life in a monastery. 

On the termination of this dangerous war, 
Wamba made a triumphal entry into his capital, 
amidst the acclamations of a joyful multitude. 
In the centre of the troops were several wag- 
gons, containing the leaders of the rebellion ; 
the soldiers were all newly clothed; and the 
king, with his chief nobles, closed tlie pro- 
cession. A solemn thanksgiving was then de- 
creed for the restoration of peace ; and various 
salutary regulations were made both in the civil 
and retigious affairs of the kingdom. 

Scarcely were the loud murmurs of rebellion 
hushed to silence, before the Saracens assembled 
their whole power, in order to subvert the Spa- 
nish government ; but Wamba encouraged his 
subjects to make a vigorous defence, and the 
invaders were defeated with the loss of two hun- 
dred and seventy vessels. 

Whilst Wamba was employed in the laudable 
discharge of his regal duties, Erviga, the son of 
Ardabastus, formed the base design of tearing 
the diadem from his venerable brow ; and actually 
accomplished his purpose by giving the king 
an intoxicating potion, and causing him to b^ 
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put intQ a monastic habit during the temporary 
deprtvatioQ of his reason. 

Erviga having) by a master-stroke of 
680. treachery, prevailed on the deposed mo^ 
narch to nominate him for his successor, 
was crowned at Toledo, without opposition ; 
and a council was convened in order to sanctify- 
bis title, and to enact some fresh canons* His. 
nephew Egiza, was also noarried to the princess, 
Cixilona, to soothe the discontent of Wamba's 
family ; and such strenuous exertions were made> 
to gain the public affection, that the commence^- 
ment of this reign was marked by profound 
tranquillity* However, after some time the na« 
tion was disturbed either by an invasion of the 
Moors, or an insurrection in the GalHc province ; 
a|id serious apprehensions were entertained from 
tlie augmenting numbers and insolence of the 
Jews, to whom Erviga seems to have acted with 
extraordinary lenity* These circumstances, to» 
gether with a grievous &min'e, and an epidemic 
djistenoper, which carried off great numbers of 
people, depressed the king's spirits, and induced 
him to relinquish the crown in favour o£ his ne- 
phew* Acc(^dingly, having assembled his no* 
bles and counsellors, he requested them to trans* 
fer their allegiance to Egiza, and caused himself 
to be dressed in a penitential habit, by which 
mesons he was rendered incapable of resuming 
the abdicated throne* Erviga died shortly after 
this transaction ; and his predecessor Wamba,* 

* This amiable prince died at PampUega, full of years 
and glory, and was Buried in the church of that monastery ; 
bit^yhy die command of Alphonso the Wise, his remains 
were removed with dio^e of Rcf esuintho, and interred at 
Toledo. 
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•who 1VA8 sdU living) rejoiced in the elevation of 
that perooA for whom himself had designed the 

The accession of Egiza seems to have been 
approved by the generality of the Visigoths ; 
and the new king acquired a considerable decree 
of popularityi by submitting 4some consdentioiis 
4Muiiples to the decision of the fifteenth council at 
Toledo* He was, indeed, exposed to imminent 
danger by a conspiracy of ^sebert^ metropolitan 
of Toledo, by a purposed insurrectimi of the 
Jews, and by a formidable invasion of the Sara- 
cens : but the traitor was fortimately discovered 
and banished ; the design of the Jews was crush- 
ed in embryo ; and tli^ self-confident invaders^ 
were repulsed with prodigious loss. 

Notwithstanding these interventions of Pro-- 
vidence, the maleo^ntents ardently desired to 
subvert their monarch's government } and their 
expectations were sooti revived by a rupture on 
the ude of France : but, as neither party gained 
any considerable advantage, hosdlities were sooi^ 
terminated; and Egilst, after associating his 
son, Witidta, in ^e regal dignity, breathed his 
kst in peace* He has been described, by im* 
partial historians^ as a brave and vigilant prince^ 
Who laboured incessantly £>r the safety anid hap- 
piness of his peopk) iind who was anxious to raise 
his dominions to the utmost height of splendour*- 
If, therefore, it be objected^ that the luxury 
which resulted from his greatness proved fiital to 
tiie Gothic monarchy, it must also be remember^- 
ed that he hoped his successors would have 
made a better use of an abundance which was ac* 
cumulated under his prudent and lenient admi- 
nistratbn. 
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Witiza had no sooner taken {till pos- 
session of the throne^ than he passed an 
act of general amnesty, recalled a great 
number of exiles, cancelled all arrears that wer^ 
due to the crown, and displayed such extraordi- 
nary clemency and munificence, as enfiamed his 
subjects with the most enthusiastic joy and loy- 
alty : but, by the base insinuations of court sy- 
cophants, and by his own natural propensities, 
he was soon drawn aside from the path of virtue, 
and he eventually became the slave of lust, in- 
temperance, and cruelty, insomuch that the ge- 
nejTsd attachment of his people was converted 
into irreconcileable hatred, and the applauses of 
the nobles were succeeded by just and bitter ex- 
ecrations* 

The degenerated monarch was so highly in- 
censed at the liberty with which some of his sub- 
jects remonstrated against his conduct, that he 
banished many of the prime nobility from his 
kingdom ; and exercised great severity upon all 
the objects of his suspicion: hut, notwithstanding 
aU his precautions, the flames of discontent be- 
gan to spread through all parts of the country, 
and a civil vmr broke out, which served as a pre- 
lude to uiiiversal anarchy and destruction* 

During the violent ccmtentions of Witiza, and 
of Roderic, leader of the malecontents, the Moor- 
ish government of Mauritania commissioned Ta- 
rif Abrezara to make a descent on the peninsula 
oppo»te to Africa ; and, though historians differ 
with respect to the success of this project, it it 
generally agreed to have been the first impcMtant 
step which the Moors made toward the general 
conquest df a country which had long excited 
their avidity, and tempted their ambition* 



' Upon the demise of Witixa, add the acoefisnoa 
of hk competitor, the afikirs of the Visigotfas 
-appear to have been in a most distracted situa* 
. tioii : for the maimer ai Witisa's deatb> and the 
idocdott or recognition of.Rodeiic have beca 
•cacceiy noticed by the Spanish htstorians* . It 
appearsy howerery that the commencement of 
Rodericks reign was rendered peci^iarly unfortu- 
nate bjr the ddection id coimt Julian, who hadj 
on former occasions, repulsed the Moors with 
great success ; and by the intrigues of Witiza's 
sons, who could noty withany degree of patiencei 
aubmit to the loss of all their dignities* 

In this posture of aflfairsy the Moors made a 
aecmid descent upon Spaui, under the command 
of Tarick Abdalahi, and effected a landing at 
Gibraltar* Timugh the Saracen general had 
do^ str&i thousand Ibllowera in this expedition, 
he resolved to attempt the reduction of the whole 
ki^dom, and caused his fieet to be destroyed 
tntMider to prevent the deaertion of his troops : 
but the governor of Mauritania perceived the 
aeoesaity of. reinforcing the invaders, and accord* 
ingly sent over a fresh army of twelve thousand 
men, under Tarick Abincier, whom he entrusted 
with the cluef command, and instructed to extend 
his conquests as &r aa might be consistent with 
prudence* 

In the summer of 711, the Moorish general 
took the field, and, by the advice of count Julian, 
committed some dreadfiil cruelties upon the de«> 
fenceless inhabitants of the coast. Roderic, on 
the other hand, having laboured to heal the in- 
teadne divisions of his countiy, and prevailed on 
the sons of Witisa to join him with all their. 
Sotctik aeainat the ccMumon oiemy, found him** 
N 2 
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self at the head of a formidable army ; and flat- 
tered himself with the hope of compelling the 
Moors to retire to Afiica. But Tarick Abincier 
drew over a fresh reinforcement ; and acted with 
such extraordinary conduct and resoiutioUi that 
the Visigoths were defeated with prodigious 
slaughter ; and their unfortunate king was oblige 
ed to take refuge in a monastery, where he died 
shortly after, either of his wounds, or of grief 
for the loss of his dominions. 

After this decisive battle, which was fi^ught 
in a plain near Xeres de la Frontera, on the 
banks of tlie Gaudalete, the Moorish general 
led his victorious forces against the cities of 
Seville and Cordova ; committed the most hor- 
lid outrages upon the inhabitants without dis- 
tinction of 9%e or sex ; and invited the governor 
of Maurit^ia to come over, in person, and com- 
plete the reduction of the country* Hereupon 
Muza landed at Gibraltar with a prodigious 
number of fresh troops ; and an arrangement 
was made, by which Abdalaziz, Muza's son^ 
was appointed to conquer all the pjroVihces 
lying on the Mediterranean ; another gen^«l 
was ordered to march into thbse parts which 
bordered on the ocean ; and Muza htmi^lf, with 
his lieutenant Tarick, undertck>k the conquest of 
the midland counties* This plan was imme- 
diately carried into execution ; and though the 
inhabitants of the respective provinces and cities 
defended themselves with extraordinary gallan- 
try, the inEdels soon triumphed in ev«ry part^ 
and Spain was effectually subjugated to their 
authority. The inhabitants of Arragon, Na- 
varre, and Catalonia chose for the most part to 
retire inta Fmce i and the4>oor remains of the 
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Vittgoths were obliged to take refbge among 
the mountains of Burgos, BtsOif 9 and Astuiias, 
from the vengeance of their implacable enemies; 



CHAPTER 11. 

From the Stdrotrwrnofthe Gothic Monarchy^ to the 
Union of aU the Sfianiah Kmgdomsy except Pot-- 
tugaly under Ferdinand and Isabella* 

ON the first cessation of hostilities, Muza was 
ordered to attend the caliph, Walid, at Da- 
mascus ; and the government of Spain was left 
to Abdalaadz, who undertook to make a survey 
of the whole kingdom, that the administration 
of justice might be regulated, the collection of 
the revenues ^ciiitated, and tl^e value of the 
Moorish conquest be ascertained. Accordingly, 
he made himself perfectly acquainted with the 
general state of afiairs ; and he is repoKed to 
l^ve behaved with great kindness and affability 
to the inhabitants. The dilapidated cities were, 
by his order, cleansed and repaired ; new for- 
tresses were erected in various parts ; and mea- 
sures were taken for the restoration of a free in- 
tercourse between the several provinces. 

Abdalaziz fixed the seat of his government at 
Seville, and espoused £gilona, the widow (^ king 
Roderic, whom he caused to be treated with all' 
the marks of duty and submission that were due 
to her former dignity : but, on his attempting, 
privately, to throw off his allegiance to the ca- 
liph, he- was-assassinated by some of his own offi- 
cerS'S aiidcMQe Ayud, a man of known courage 
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tad txpakmoc, was {ilaeed at the liead of a£Eaia 
tUl litfther ordert ahoidd be received from Da- 



After Ayud had held the reins of government 
for a few months^he w«i oideised to resign them 
into the hands of Alahor, who appears to have 
acted with great justice both toward his royal 
employer and the people. Having perceived 
that roBSxy ertors and abuites had beeh committed 
under his predecessors) he assembled his princi- 
pal officers i upbraided them with tfaetr oppres- 
sions ; and compelled them to make restitution 
to all the Christians whom, in their uncurbed 
plenitude of power, they had wantonly pillaged. 
He then ordered a general review oi the armf , 
and resolved upon reduciag all the territories 
which the Goths had recently possessed in 
Fraiice. Accordingly, he made an irruption in- 
to that country with the flower of his tnx^, and 
struck such terror into the inhabitants that the 
cities of £lna, Carcassone, Ayde, Beaiers, Nar- 
bpnne, and Nimes, successively opened their 
gates, and the whole province was reduced in the 
space of a few weelu : but whilst the Moorish 
governor triumi^Aed in the success of this expe- 
dition, and permitted his victorious troops to go 
into winter, quarters, a circumstance transpir^, 
in the Asturi^, which threatened to aiTest the 
progress ofthe infidels, and to rouse the Spanish 
nation from their inactivity. 
^ j^ Don Pelagio, a prince of the royal 
' g^' blood, had remained in the mountainous 
parts of the country for about six years 
without making any attempt against the desh 
tm^ers of his nation ; but, at the expiration of 
that time, the compsmons of his misfortunes ii^ 
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rested him with the regal title ; and thereby laid 
the foundatfon of a new government in the pro- 
vince of Liebana, which, from its natural fortifi- 
cations, seemed to bid defiance to invasion, and 
enable its inhabitants to take such steps as ap- 
peared most likely to accomplish their important 
design* 

Upon the first intimation of Pelagio's election, 
and the consequent revival of the Gothic king- 
dom, Alahor sent a powerful army, under the 
command of one Alchaman, to crush the new so« 
vereign and his adherents : but Pelagio distilbut- 
ed his troops with such extraordinary judgment^ 
and exhorted them so earnestly to retrieve the 
honour of their £ftllen country, that the Saracens 
were repulsed, and eventually defeated with pro- 
digious slaughter. An ambuscade being placed 
on both sides of the valley, many ^ the in^els 
were cut off in their retreat, and their leader, 
Alchaman, was sacrificed to the vengeance of the 
Christians. The poor remains of the Moorish 
army retired with precipitation towards the river 
Deva, which they designed to hav« coasted ; but 
by the sudden faU of a hanging precipice they 
were involved in the general destruction of their 
unhappy comnu^s. 

Muza, being apprised of this disaster, resolved 
to march at the head of his best troops, and take 
possesi^on of some more important post than he 
now occupied : but, p^viously to the execution 
' of this design, he was attacked by Don Pelagio, 
and routed with a dreadful loss* By this victory 
Peli^o cleared the Asturias from all his ene- 
mies, except such as he reduced to a state of sla- 
very, and established a reputation which proved 
c^ more ess^tiai service to his interests'than ei« 
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tb6r i&» Auftiber or the exerttttis of his foroea. 
He did itot> however^ become indolent orarro*- 
gant in eonaeqUence of his succesies^ but em«^ 
liloyed tbe leisure which ^y^ afforded him^ in 
repairing and rebuikUng his towns, founding new 
churcheS} and encouraging his subjeots U> pre^ 
serve that spirit of heroism which, under Divine 
Providien<;e, bad enabled them to resist th^r for- 
midable enemies. He also procured his son, Fa^ 
Vila, to be associated with him in the govenl- 
inent ; and took such prudent measures for the 
restdration of the ancient ccmstitudon in all its 
biwiches, that great numbers of Christkins retir- 
ed from the Moorish provinces in order to place 
themselves under his protection. Having effect^ 
ed these, great designs, and bestowed the hand of 
fais daughter, Ormisinda, on Don Alphonso, a 
aoldeman of great merit ai^ accomp^hmcntS) 
Pel^io liied, in the nineteenth year of his reign^ 
and was buried in the church of Santa Olalla de 
Vdena, which is ssud to have been of his own 
foundation* The memory of this prince has 
been immortaUsed by his valour and virtue, and 
his reputation will remsun, at least as long as 
that vast monarchy which has arisen from his 
patriotic and well-timed exertions* 

Of Don Favila, Pelagio's son and successor, 
we have no authentic account, except that he 
was killed t^ a bear after a short reign, and that 
his remains were interred in the church of Santa 
Cruz^ in the territory of Cangas* 

^ Upon the demise of this princei the 

74a. crown was CKMiferred upon Don Alphoosoi. 

ibbe son-in^aw of Peiagio, who, in €on« 

junction with his brother Ffoila, foil upon the 

northern tawns of Galkia} and leoovered the 
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gfORtest jpajrC of tliat pvDviiice in a singte cam« 
paign* la the following year, h« kWaded the 
plMns of Leon and Castile) and reduced Aatom 
gas, Leon^ Saldagna, Amaya, Alava, and all the 
. oouiitry at the foot of tlie mountains, belbre the 
Moors cookl assemble any forces to arrest or 
impede his progress* He, soon after, extended 
his conquests to the frcmtiers of Castile and Por- 
tugal ; and kud the whole of the flat country 
waste, obliging the Chiisliana to remote to the- 
mountains, and carrying off all the Saracens^for 
^v>es. Having thu< secui^ his territenes by a 
desert frontier, and rendered his name fonnida* 
ble to tiM enemy, he enjoyed a profound traa- 
miillity for several years, and the strength of 
fais lungdom augmented so rapidly that he, at 
length, judged it expedient to re-people some 
part of the desolated plains, and to rebuild the 
cities of Leon uid Astorgas, which he had caus- 
ed to be demohshed. He died in tiie year 75Tf 
and was buried in the monastery of Santa Ma- 
ria de Cangas. By the great zeal which this 
monardTevinced in building Christian churchesy 
he obtained the appellation^of ^ Catii<^ ;" uid 
he appears to have had an equal claim to the 
titles of a great captain, and a consummate pofi- 
tidan. 

Froila ascended his father's throne by the ge- 
neral consent of the nobility ; and gave a strik- 
ing proof of his conduct and bravery in reducing 
the revolted inhabitants of Navarre and Alava* 
About this time Abdelrahman, the caliph's vice- 
roy in Spain, threw off his idiegiance, and estab- 
lished himself, as an independent sovereign, at 
Cordova; In consequence of this tran8acti(»i} 
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the M^rs . composed the intestine ^milobs^ 
which 0ad long distracted their councils and tar- 
nished their reputation : but fi^rtune still contin- 
ued to frown upon their designs, and upwards o£ 
fifty thousand of their bravest troops were slain 
or made prisoners in an engagement with the ar- 
my of Froila. Soon after this victory, the king 
founded the city of Oviedo, and made it the seat 
of his government, that he might be enabled to 
protect the fiat country, which be anxiously, de- 
sired to people. 

About the year 758, the po^er of the Moors 
received a severe blow by the rise of the king* 
dom of Navarre, which is said to have taken its 
origin from the accidental meeting of some gen- 
tlemen at the tomb of an hermit who had died 
among the Pyrenees. At this {^ace, where they 
assembled gn account of the sanctity of the de- 
funct, they took occasion to converse on the 
tyrannical cruelty of the Moors, and the glory 
that would result from shaking off their intolera- 
ble yoke, which, from the natural strength of 
their country, seemed easy to be effected. After 
mature deliberation this project was adopted, 
and the regal dignity was conferred upon a per- 
son of great abilities, named Garcia Ximedes, 
who soon wrested the important town of Ainsa 
out of the hands of the infidels. His successor, 
Garcia Inigas, extended his territories as far as 
Biscay and the dissensions of tlie Saracens, 
which revived after the demise of Abdelrah- 
man, contributed greatly to the augmentation 
of the Christian power. In 778 Charles the 
Great passed through Navarre, and pushed his 
conquests to the borders of the Ebro ; but in 83 1 
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tile independency of this kingdom was revived by- 
count Azner ; and in 857 the title of " king of 
Navarre" was publicly assumed by Don Garcia* 

But to return from this digri^sion* *Froila, 
who now called himself king of Leon and Ovi- 
edo, chastised the Galicians with unexampled 
severity for having neglected to assist him 
against the Saracens : but, though he reduced 
the rebels, he lost the affection of his subjects, 
and clearly perceived that their obedience re- 
sulted entirely from motives of fear. Exaspe- 
rated at this discovery, he abandoned himself 
to pride and cruelty, and even stabbed his own 
brother to the heart, because his amiable temper 
had endeared him to the populace. This crime, 
however, did not long remain unpunished ; for 
a conspiracy was soon formed among the nobles, 
and the people congratulated each other on 
hearing that their sanguinary tyrant had fallen 
by assassination. 

Don Aurelio, a prince of engaging manners, 
and a mild disposition, was placed on the vacant 
throne, and applied himself with great assiduity 
to reform and regulate the aflairs of his domi- 
nions : but, while he was thus employed, the very 
existence of his government was threatened by 
a general revolt of the Moorish, slaves. Thisj 
however, was happily subdued, and The rebels 
were deprived of all those indulgences which 
they had hitherto possessed. Nothing further 
is related of Aurelio except that he bestowed 
his cousin, Adosinda, and a large share of the 
administration, upon a Gothic nobleman named 
Silo, and that he was buried, after a reign of 
seven years, in a church of his own foundation, 
situated about fifteen miles from Oviedo. 

Vol. XV. O 
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Don Silo prosecuted the same scheme of 
government which had been inttxiduced by his 
royal patron and ocdkague ; and gave som^ 
convincing proefa of hia military conduct in a 
subjugation of the Galicians, who had ts^en up 
arms against his authority* With the exceptiaa 
of some hereaks that ^>rung up in the chuFchy 
the remainder of his <kys was passed in tran- 
quillity, and he was inlerred, after wearing the 
crown nine years, in the church of St. Jc^n 
de Pravia. 

^ Upon the demise of her royal consort, 

^g. ' Adosinda caused her nephew, Alphonso, 
to be iMX>Glaimed king : but, notwith* 
standing the amiable qualities of that young 
prince, the people refused to acknowledge his 
authority, under the apprehension that he might 
fiventually prove ^s tyrannical as his faitherw 
Alphonso being apprised of this circumstance, re« 
tired to his patrimonial estate in Biscay ; and 
his uncle, Mauregato, contrived to fix himself 
upon the vacant throne* The reputation of 
Mauregato was greatly tarnished by his intro* 
ducing ao army of Saracens into the country, 
and -by the anxiety which he evinced ibr pre* 
serving peace with the king of Cordova, who 
had styled himself the Almir ^muminim, or 
Commander of the Faithful : but his Sttbjecta were 
afraid to undertake any thing against his au* 
thority, and he, therefore, remained in quiet 
possession of the crown till his death, wKic^h 
happened in the summer of 786., 

Don Bermudo, brother of Aurelio, was next 
invested with the regal dignity; and evinced 
a strong predilection for the virtues and eopver* 
sation of Don Alphonso, whom he recalled from 



•KseAy^and numbered among his. faTpuiite coun- 
sellors. The ill grounded aversion that had been 
conceived agtEdnst this vouth now began to sub* 
«ide ; mod he acquirea such great &tne by his 
conduct in an expeditton against the kkig of Cop- 
dc^va^ that Bermudo resolved to resign the seefi^ 
tre into his hands, and the nobles transferred their 
allegiance to him with the utmost cheefMness* 
Shortly after the election of AlpAionso ^ jy 
IL who, from the purity of his life, was -«,/ 
sumamed El Casto, or « the Chaste," 
the Spanish court was removed to Oviedo, and 
fidany «»te2lent regulations were made in the 
government. In tibe tibird year of this reign^ 
jiisem, king of Covdova, ordered one of his ge^ 
aeirals to make an irruption into Alphonso's teiTi>- 
libries ; but the invaders were de£^ted with con^ 
slderable loss t md the successor of Issem re- 
€9eiv«d some powei^ shocks from the Spanish 
monarch. In the year 801, Alphonso seems ta 
iaB$^ bea» deposed by a pmiiy of malecontents, 
and thrust into a monastery ; but the generality 
of hx& subjects rising in his behalf he was set at 
tiberly, and conducted, with all possible magni- 
ficence, to Oviedo, where he continued to sway 
the sceptre with lequal justice and reputation, tiU 
his enemies were ftiUy convinced 0i his irresisti*- 
bte prowess, and hi&dominions were considerably 
improved* He then convened an assembly of 
the states, lind, with their consent, resigned the 
ftdmtnistraUon into the himds dT his cousin 
Don Ramiro. He passed the remainder of his 
days in tranquil retirement, and exj^red at the 
venerable age of seventy-seven, amidst universal 
hmeniuakms* 
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Don Ramiro was compelled to begin 
^ ' his reign with some necessary acts of se- 
verity ; for a rebellion was raised against 
his person and authority by one count Nepotian ; 
the roads and villages were infested with robbers 
and pretended sorcerers ; and the Normans, hav- 
ing made a descent at Corunna, threatened hb. 
dominions with the heaviest calamities. How- 
ever, his domestic enemies received the due re- 
ward of their atrocities, and the invaders were 
repulsed with such dreadful slaughter, that they 
aever thought, it advisable to renew their at- 
tempt. An irruption of the Moors, under Ab- 
delrahman II. was also rendered abortive by the 
king's conduct and bravery ; and his son, Or- 
dogno, acquired such celebrity on this occasion, 
that he was immediately admitted to a participa- 
tion of the administration, and assured of suc- 
ceeding on his father's death, to the sole posses- 
ion of the throne. 

Notwithstanding the frustration of his former 
attempt, Abdelrahman led a fresh army toward 
Leon, about the year 849 ; but he was again 
repulised with prodigious loss ; and the reputa- 
tion of his opponent received fresh lustre. Ra- 
miro, being now advanced in years, and fatigued 
with the affairs of state, devoted the chief of his 
time to woi^ks of piety and charity, and by those 
means conciliated the affections of the clergy, 
nobility, and people. He died on the first of 
February 850, ^er a glorious reign of seven 
years ; and his obsequies were performed, witli 
becoming solemnity, in the church of Santa Ma- 
ria at Oviedo. 
The compiencement of Ordogno*s reign was 
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malted by a revdt of the Gascons in the pro- 
vince of Alava^ and by the slaughter, of eight 
thousand men, who had been sent from Oviedo 
against Mahamut, king of Cordova : but the rebels 
were quickly reduced to obedience, and, notwith- 
standing the loss of the aforementioned troops, 
the Spanish monarch rendered himself formida- 
ble to the Moors upon several subsequent occa- 
sions. He also reduced the cities of Coria and 
Salamanca ; fortified the most important places 
in his own doininions ; and even raised a mari- 
time force, which had never been attempted by 
sffiy of his predecessors. Having persuaded the> 
nobility to remunerate the gallantry of his son, 
Alphonso, with a share of tbe government ; and 
having made the best arrangements for the safe- 
ty and honour of his peopte ; Ordogno submit- 
ted to the mortal condition, after an active reign. 
^ sixteen years ; and was buried m the royal se^- 
pukhre of his capital. 

Ali^onso HL afterwards^sumamed the ^ *. 
Great, had scarcely ascended the vacant 35^* 
throne before he was driven into Castile 
by the i4>proach of Don Froila with a numerous' 
body of forces* However, the usurper was soon 
taken off by assassination ; and the royal fugitive 
was welcomed on his return to Oviedo, with uni- 
versal acclamations. Having thus regained the 
sceptre, he put his dominions into an excellent 
state of defence ; suppressed a dangerous revolt 
in the province o£ Alava ; and gained a decisive 
victory over an army of infidels whom Maha- 
mut, king of Cordova, had ordered to invade his 
territories. 

Shortly after this event, Alphonso married the 
celebrated princess Ximene of Navarre^ and en* 
03 
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tered into a league offensive and defensive against 
the Saracens : in consequence of which he^ in 
the following campaigti, passed the Duro, and 
continued his progress to Coimbra, which he 
soon reduced and dismantled. From this expe- 
dition the Spanish troops returned laden with 
plunder; and their victorious monarch, after 
granting a truce to Mahamut, implied himself 
to the restoradon and repeopling of several cities 
in such parts of his dominions as were most ex- 
posed to the ravages of the enemy. 

As soon as the truce was expired, Mahamut 
renewed hostilities, and assembled a very power- 
ful army under the command of a brave and ex- 
perienced officer. Victory, however, still adher- 
ed to the Christian banners ; and, after several 
sanguinary battles, a fresh truce was negociated 
at the earnest solicitation of the infidels. Upon 
his return from this campaign, Alphonso caused 
a golden cross to be erected in the cathedral at 
Oviedo, asa monument of his repeated succes- 
ses ; and, about the same time, gave directions 
for the fortification and embellishment of his capi- 
tal. Upon the recommencement of hostilities^ 
the king of Leon passed the river Tagus ; des- 
troyed a numerous army of Saracens : and ra- 
vaged the territories of Mahamut with fire and 
sword. The Moorish prince, Almundar, on the 
other hand, made an incursion into the Spanish 
dominions ; but he was soon repulsed with con- 
siderable loss, and a third truce was concluded, 
for six years, upon terms equally honourable and 
advantageous to Alphonso. 

^ About this time a new Christian prin- 

S84. cipality arose in Spain, viz. that of Cas- 
tile, which, is now divided into the pro- 
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.vincea of Old and New Castiie« It was divided 
from the kingdom of Leon on one side by some 
little rivers ; on the other it was bounded by Bis- 
cay) Rioja, and the Asturias, and had the moiii>- 
tains of Avila and Segovia on the south : thus 
lying between the- Christian state of Leon and 
the Moorish kingdom of Cordova* It remained 
under its own princes for about five hundred 
years ; but at the expiration of that time it was 
annexed to the crown of Leon, as will appear in 
thesequeL •• 

But to resume the thread of our history. Al- 
phonso, being now advanced in years^ expressed 
a wish to spend the remainder of his life in im- 
proving his dominions and auginenting the hap- 
piness of his subjects : but the afiection which he 
manifested toward the common people, gave 
great umbrage to* the nobility, aiKl occasioned 
some formidable rebellions : these, ^however, 
were happily crushed ; and a fresh irruption of 
the Moors added fresh laurels to his venerable 
brow. 

Whilst the king was expressing his 
gratitude, by various acts of piety, for '^' 
his repeated successes, he was sensibly 
wounded by the baseness of his own son, Gar- 
cias, who had formed the design of deposing 
him, and seating himself upon ^be throne. Up- 
on the first intimation of this vile intention, Al- 
phonso seized the unnatural traitor, and threw 
him into confinement ; but, as this &tep excited 
loud murmurs among the populace, and as the 
discontent of the queen, the prince Ordogno, 
and the father-in-law of the prisoner, threatened 
the most fatal consequences to the state, he sum- 
mouod a general assembly of his nobles and 
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counaeUora, and piifc^djr Designed the cmwn to 
Don GfiTcias, «nd the province cf GaKicIa to Don 
OidogDo. The two prinoes were 'deejfdy affeee- 
«d by tlfls act of unexpected generosity, and 
Ihrew themselves on th«r knees to implcn^e for« 
fheness for their TebelhiMi ; A^ohonso sealed 
their paidon with aflfectiooate sincerity ; ahd Don 
Gteias was solemidy pfoclaioaied king of Leon 
andOyicdo. 

^ The new kingy having conciliated the 

^jj ' esteem of his clergy, by founding a mo- 
nastery, assemhled a numerous army in 
<crttler to attack the Moors, who, dnring the last 
^iree years, had been free from irruptions. The 
king ofCordom made the best proviuon he could 
lor lus enemy's reception, and put hisown forces 
under the command of a gallant officer, who 
was ordered to remain, as much as possible, on^ 
the defensive. Garcias, however, socm forced 
the infidels to a battle, in which most of their 
bravest troops were cut to pieces, and their he- 
roic general was taken prisoner. 

Garciaa was much dated with this victory ; 
and the generality of his subjects were loud in 
commendation of his military abilities : but his 
father assured him that incursions and conquests 
were of little avail, if made with the mere de- 
sign of enriching the sddiery or acquiring ap- 
plause. He, therefore, advised him to levy a 
powerfid body of forces, of which he would him- 
self take the command, wMle a number of cities^ 
which lay in ruins along the river Duro, might 
be repaired and repeopled. Garcias immediate- 
ly reduced this pkoi to e^^ecution ; and the cities 
ai Rueda, Osma, Cocca, and Corunna, rose to 
iheir pristine splendour, whilst Don Alphonso 
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made a glorious and profitable campaign against 
t3ie Saracens. 

Shortly after his return from this expedition, 
Alphonso was attacked by an indispo^tion which 
put a period to his life, in the sixty-third year of 
his age. With respect to his character, he was a 
sound politician, a justly renowned warrior, and 
a passionate admirer of learning. The whole 
sum of money which he possessed at his death 
was devoted to religious purposes ; and by his 
assiduity several records of the Spanish affairs 
have been transmitted to posterity iathe form of 
a chronicle. 

Upon the demise of his illustrious fether, Don 
Garcias made some vigorous preparations against 
Abdelrahman III. king of Cordova ; and, with 
the assistance of Ordogtio, he gained some con- 
siderable advantages : but at the close of the 
campaign he was seized with a disorder which 
proved fatal, after he had worn the diadem for 
about three years. 

Don Ordogno, having received intima* . ^ 
tion of his brother's death, hastened to ^'i^. * 
Leon, and took possession of the vacant . 
throne with the unanimous consent of the clergy 
and nobility. The commencement of his reign, 
like that of his predecessor, was marked by an 
expedition against the Saracens, and his arms 
were crowned with, extraordinary success, for he 
reduced several of the Moorish towns ; com- 
pelled others to purchase an ignominious peace 
upon exorbitant terms ; and defeated an army of 
eighty thousand men, which had been drawn 
from various parts of Africa in oi^der to subvert 
his government. 
. On his return from a. campaign which he had 
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undeitaksn in behalf of the king of NavBire, he 
espoused a lady named Argonta, who was de- 
aocDded from one of the most illustnous fiunilies 
in Galicia ; but, at the instigatioii of some vile 
calumniator, he repudiated her ; in consequence 
of which, ahe devoted the remainder of her days 
to religious solitude. About the same time, the 
king, having conceived some suspicion of the 
counts of Ce^le, caused them to be imprisoned 
mod put to death : but, as historians differ mate- 
' rially in their assextions upon this subject, it is 
noteasy to determine whether the sufferers were 
really guilty of the crimes laid to their charge. 
At the request of the king of Navarre, &on 
Ordogno opened a finesh campaign, in 933, 
against the Moon, and recovered sevend impor- 
tant places from that ambitious and enterprising 
peoplek He then married a princess of Navarre^ 
and returned in triumph to his own dominions * 
hilt laa nuptials went soon Mowed by his death» 
and the throne became vacant after it bad been 
occupied by this prince for rather more th«i se- 
venteen years* 

^ P Don Ordogno left two sons, by his 
^^' first queen; Intt as their tender years 
precluded them firom claiming the go* 
vemment, their uncle Don Froila presented 
himself as a candidate, and was cheerfully ac** 
cepted by the assembled nobles. He conw 
snencod his reign wi& violent and sanguinary 
measures ; driving the ddest of his nephewa 
into exile, and causing the sons of a Danish 
grandee to be put to death, because they had 
^sapproived his election. However, his tyranny 
was terminated by a &tal distemper, after he 
had borae the r^al title fer Hucteen naoni^s ; 
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tad AtfiMOfMo IV. the son (^ Odogno^ was 
proclaimed king amidst univenal acclamations. 

This prince had no aooner assumed the rek» 
of government) than he recalled the bishop of 
Leon ; and gave maoj convincing proofr of 
equity and moderati«i : but he seems to have 
had a strong predilection for the repose of a pri** 
vate life ; anil on the demise of his beloved 
queen Urraca^ he made a voluntary resignajtioii 
of the crown, and prevailed on the noUes to 
transfer their allegiance to his brother Ramiroy 
vho had been, for some dme, statioaed on ihm 
fionders of Portugal. 

Ramiro IL had scarcdy assumed the . _. 
insignia of royalty, and led out an army ' i;' 
to repress an irruption of the Moors, be> 
fore he received intelligence that his brother had 
changed his mind, and resumed the supreme au** 
thority at Leon. Hereupon he led his forces i>ack 
to the capital, and invested it so closely that the 
inhabitants were soon reduced to extremities, 
and Alphonso was eventually compelled to thtour 
himself on the new monarch's clemency* 

During the mege of Leon, a formidable nebel* 
fion had broken out in the Astoriaa, under the 
sons of king Froila : but on the approach of 
Ramiro the insurgents laid down their arms^ 
and obtained, a pardon by delivering up the 
young princes, who were immediately deprived 
of their sight, and sentenced to pass the remain^ 
der of their dsys in confinement. 

As soon as Ramiro had re-established . ^ 
the tranquillity of his dominions, he re* g'^ ' 
newed his attack upon the Moors ; took 
the city of Madrid by assault ; insulted the gar* 
risen of Toledo ; and returned in triumph with 
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a multttade of slaves and a prodigious quantttjr 
of wealth. At his return, he caused the funeral 
obsequies of his brother to be celebrated with 
great magnificence ; and soon afterwards ac* 
quired fresh celebritjr by the defeat of a Moorish 
army which had attempted to ravage his ter- 
ptories. He also obliged the prince of Arragon 
to become his feudatory^ and formed a power- 
ful alliance with the king of Navarre, by espous* 
ing his sbter Donna Theresa. 

Aben Ahaya, prince of Arragon, seems to 
have had no other object than his own safety in 
view, when he consented to become a vassal to 
Ramiro ; for he took the earliest opportunity of 
acquainting the king of Cordova with the trans- 
action, and of imploring him to raise a formi- 
dable army agsdnst the Christians. Hereupcm 
Abdelrahman made a powerful iiruption into 
the territories of Leon, and drew over reinforce- 
ments from Africa till his army was augmented 
to the number of one hundred and fifty thousand 
men, with whom he reduced all the country be- 
yond the Duro : but while the infidels were con* 
gkatulating themselves upon this great success, 
Ramiro marched out against them, and gained 
a decisive victory in the plains of Simancas. 
The enemy, though weakened by the loss of 
eighty thousand men, determined to make a 
fresh effort to retrieve their reputation : but 
their hopes were blasted, and the king of Leon 
returned in triumph to his capital, where he 
caused the trsdtor Aben Ahaya to be thrown 
into prison ; and formed a plan for extending 
his dominions to that chain of mountains which 
divides the two Castiles. 

Afler inflicting a temporary chastisement upon 
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siderable space of time to the repanation and 
embelitshment of his principal towns, Ramiio 
made a fresh irruption into the Moorish territo* 
ties ; gained a decisive victory over a numerous 
army which had been ordered to stop his pro- 
gress ; and returned to Leon with a fxrodigious 
acquisition of wealth. However, he did not 
long enjoy the fruits of his success ; for he was 
seiaed, on his return, with an indisposition which 
induced him to resign his crown, and which soon 
put a period to ipis life, after he had held the 
government for about nineteen years and three 
months. 

Ordogno III. was permitted to ascend ^ ^ 
his father's throne ; and his subsequent ^*^q/ 
actions jusU&ed the high opinion whicn 
most of the nobles had entertained of his abili- 
ties. The commencement of his reign was dis- 
turbed by some attempts of his brother Sanchez, 
who in»sted upon receiving some share of the 
regal dignity ; and even prevailed on the king 
of Navarre to enforce this demand at the head of 
^01 army : but the design was baffled by Ordog- 
no's prudence ; and tbe invaders retired without 
committing any hostilities. 

The confederates had no sooner withdrawit 
-their troops than an insurrection broke out ia 
Galicia, and the king found himself obliged to 
repair thither in pers<Hi« On his appearance, 
however, and promises of clemency, the male- 
roontents remrned to their allegiance, and march- 
ed, under their sovereign's command, into the 
tertitories of the Saracens, where they acquired 
much wealth and reputation. An unfortunate 
disagreement between the king and count Fer- 
VoL. XV. P 
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dinand Gonzalez liras ako oompromised, and the 
arms of Leon were crowned with extraordinary 
success* In the summer of 955, * the lung diedi 
after govemin|r with great applause for five 
years and a-hsdf ; and the crown was conferred 
upon Don Sanchez, who had hitherto resided 
at the court of Navarre, but had hastened to 
I«on upon the first intimation of his brother's 
death. 

Sanchez, whom hbtorians have cBstingutshed 
by the surname of ^ Gross," appears to have 
been a perscm of shallow judgment and I^ss ao 
tivity* The artifices of his enemy, count Gon- 
9alez, terrified him into a second retreat to the 
court of Navarre ; and the intriguing Castilian 
immediately set up Don Ordc^no, the son of 
Alphonso IV. as lawfial heir to the kingdom of 
Leon and Oyiedo. The new king, however, 
rendered himself so despicable to his subjects, 
that he was soon compelled to flee into the As- 
turias, and Sanchez was reinstated in all his dig- 
nities. * 

Having received intelUgence of his competi*^ 
tor*s, death, and having rendered himself popu* 
lar by espousing the daughter of a poweHiil 
grandee, Sanchez laid aside all his fears, and 
hoped to enjoy the crown without further mo- 
lestation. In this, however, he was sadly dis- 
appointed : for he viras soon alarmed by a de- 
scent of the Normans upon Galicia ; and by the 
rebellious disposition of Sisenaod, bishop of 
Compostella. A formidable insurrection, also^ 
under count Gon9alez, threatened to annihilate 
his power ; and, tliough his forces proved victx>- 
rious, the chief rebel contrived to take him off 
by poison. 
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After matoce delibersdoO) the nobili« ^ ^ 
ty readved to confer the regal dignity ^^.* 
ttjxm the son of thdr deceased monarch, 
though he was, at that time, but five years okL 
They also appointed his motheri the queen dow- 
ager, and his aunt. Donna Elvira, to act as re- 
gents of the kingdom ; and instructions were 
issued out for cenewing the peace with Cor- 
dova* 

Shortly afiber this arrangement, Sisenand found 
means to escape from prison, and to reinstate 
iiimself in the bishopric of Compostella i but 
his ambition and his life were soon terminated by 
a formidable host of Noimans, who made a fresh 
descent upon the Spanish coast, and marked 
their progress with blood and rapine, till they 
weoe, at length, attacked and cut to pieces near 
the mountains of Castile* 

As soon as Ramiro III* had entered . ^ 
•his seventeenth year, he espoused a lady ^y^' 
. of great &mily ; and soon alfterwards as- 
sumed the reins of government* His subsequent 
conduct, however, was so displeasing to the no- 
bility, that they resolved on deposing him, and 
placing their sceptre in the hands of Don Ber- 
mudo, son df Ordogno III* In consequence of 
this resolution, a powerful army was ndsed, on 
the frontiers of Galicia, and an engagement en- 
sued, in which more soldiers perished than in 
any battle that had ever been fought with the 
Saracens, though neither party was si>le to claim 
the victory* However, the sudden death of R»* 
. miro put a stop to this dreadful effusion of blood r 
. and Bermudo II* was proclsdmed king with the 
. unanimous consent of the nation* 
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-^ Befmudo had no sooner aBaumed the 
p%t' insignia of. royalty than be determined to 
exert all his authority in reforming the 
manners of the people, which had degenenrted 
exceeduigly> and in enfiteing th^ precepts and 
disdpline of the church ; but whilst he was occu- 
pied with this design, the Moors made a 8udd(» 
irrt^>tion into his dominions, and made -them" 
selves masters of the important city of Simencaa, 
the inhabitants of which were either murdered or 
reduced to slavery. Shortly after this occurrence, 
the city of Zamora fell into the hands of the in- 
fidels ; and Mohammed Alraan^r, prime minis* 
ter to the icing of Cordova, put himself at the 
head of a formidable army, in order to penetrate 
into the interior of Bermudo's kingdom* Here- 
upon Bermudo prepared for battle, and his tnx^ 
acquitted themselves with such gallantry, neflir 
the banks of the Eala, that, though they were 
overpowered by numbers, the enemy was 'mcupa^ 
citated from pursuing their advantages tUt the 
pext caiitpaign* However, Alman9or swore that 
he would soon take ample vei^ance upon the 
city of Leon ; and Bermudo was so well, con- 
vinced of his enemy's si^rior prowess, that he 
ordered all his treasures to be removed ; caused 
the bodies of the kings, his predecessors, to be 
transported to the Asturias, and retired thither in 
person, with most of his prelates and nobility* 

Early in the ensuing sprii^, Almanfor led a 
numerous army against Leon, which he carried 
by assault, and demolished so completely, that, 
: with the exception of a single toWer, there did 
not remain one of its edifices or fortifications. 
The victor then marched to Astorga, which 
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soon capitulated ; and fimn thence he directed 
his course to the Aftturias ; but here he met with 
00 vigorous a repulse that he thought proper to 
return to Cordova* > 

Next year the Saracen general made himself 
master c^ several important towns in Portugal ; 
conmiitted some outrages in Galicia ; and dea* 
troyed the city of Compoatelk : but his progress 
was suddenly impeded by a ^sorder which broke 
out among hisr troops ; and Bermudo, being apt- 
prised of this cirtYimstance, harassed him ex* 
ceedingly in his retreat. 

Exasperated at the dishonouraUe contlusion of 
this campaign, Alman9or uttered tnany dreadful 
imprecations against the Christians, and sent for 
a powerful reinforcement of troops from Africa^ 
in order to complete the ruin of Galicia : but 
fienxuidos having obtained the assistance of the 
Castifiana and the king of Navarre, prepared to 
make a gaUant renstance ; and a battle was 
fought near Osma, in which the infidels were de-^ 
feated with the loss of a hundred thousand men; 
besides their camp and baggage. Alman9or e&* 
caped alive from the engagement, but he soon 
Occasioned his own death by an obstinate absti-* 
nence from food ; and the ChrisUan confederates 
retired to their respective countries in triumph* 

Shortly after this great event, Don Bermuda 
£ed, in the seventeenth year of his reign, and 
was buried at a place called Valbuena in Galicia. 
His son Alphonso was elected to fill the vacant 
throne, and the regency was placed in the handt 
of the queen dowser. 

There have been few instances of a regency 
better conducted than that which subsisted dur-* 
iag the minority of Alphonso V*; for the ai^ 
P2 
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^ ^ tempts of the Moon were happily firus^ 
1014. t>^^ > peftc^ and deconmi were preeenr*' 
' cd in the interior of the kingdom ; and 
the prince himself received auch an excellent 
education, thift he became one of the beat and 
unseat charactera that had ever graced ^le Uirone 
of Leon and Oviedo. Upon hia assuming the 
mns of government) he espoused the dan^ner 
of hk tutor, Maiendo Gonf ales ; and obteined 
a considerable degree of populanty by rebuilding 
the towns that had been destroyed, and repeo- 
pling the tracts of country which had been aban* 
dpned in the {Hfeoeding reign* By his solictta- 
tites the nobility were permiaded to re^dify 
the ruined capital ; and he enjoyed the satisfec- 
tionof convening the first aasenibiy of states af- 
ter it had resimied something of its pristine 
splendour. He, also, caused the city of Zamo* 
ra to be thoroughly repaired and fortified, end 
undertook an expedition against the ii^els: but^ 
having imprudently exposed himself at die siege 
of a ^ce called Viseo, he was mortally woui»d» 
ed, by an arrow, in the twenty-eighdi year of his 
reign, and the thirty-fourth of hia age* His re- 
mains were interred at Leon> amidst the universal 
lamentations of his subjiects, by whom he had 
been equally beloved and admired on account of 
his piety, courage, and munificence. 

Bermudo IIL son of the deceased mo» 
^q' niirch, was uBanimoualy elected king ; 
and the regency, during his minority, 
was vested in the queen dowager and some of 
the principal nobles. These persons exerted 
themselves successfully to restore the tranquifiity 
of the kingdbm ; the sedateness «id.<^Bing 
atMlities of the young monarch gave unspeafca* 
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Me plesBure to the c6iirtler9 ; and the ^nmlity 
of the peoi^e were delighted yfith pro^isalB of a 
nunriage between the youn^ eoiint of Castile and - 
the infenta Deima Satieha, as aoch an union 
•seemed to promiBe great advantageis to afi the 
Spanish Christians in general, and to Uie king* 
tiom ei Leon^in panicular : the intended biide- 
groom, however, was sodd^y assassinated} and 
die general rejokings were eonaequenHy ttinied 
imo lamentatton. 

Don Bermudo had no soonei* asstttned the ma^ 
nagement of his own afiairs, than he resolved to 
form an alliance with Don Sanchez, who had 
rendered hhnself exti^mely powerM by annex<> 
ing the coanty cyf Castile and several important 
provinces to his hereditary Idngdom of Navarre. 
Accordingly, he demimded the davrghter of that 
monia^h in marriage ; and the nuptials were so- 
lemnized towards the close of the yeiu^ with ex* 
traordinary magnificettce. Some commotions 
appear to have t>roken out, alxmt this time, in 
Galida; but Bermudo marched thither with 
such celerity, and approved lumsdf so Me a 
commander, that the insurgents laid down their 
arms, and their leaders eluded the royal ven^ 
^;eance by a prec^>itate retreat. 

The friendship which had, for some time, 
subsisted between the kings of Leon and Navarre, 
was at length interrupted by a claim which the 
latter made upon the dty of Palentia ; and 
Uiis dispute rose to such a height that each par> 
ty had recourse to hostilities, and Sanchez, afkr 
reducing all the country between the rivers Cea 
and Puiserga, determined to bring his (^[^nent 
to« decisive battle* This design, however, was 
ovemiled by some prelates ; and a peace was, at 
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Itfig^, negcKiated, by^ xihkh BermiidQ^cecl^ th* 
riecent conquests, as : the portion of his sister^ 
Doima Sancha, and the king of Navarre gave 
Castile to his second son FenHnaad) who, upon 
espousing the infanta, diouI4 assume the title of 
king. The marriage was accordingly celebrate 
ed, with all imaginable splendour ; and the peo- 
jHe of Navarre, Castile, and Leon, were equallf 
pleased with a oMijunctiiMi of interest wMch 
seemed to promise them ample security against 
the future attacks of the infidels* 

Notwithstanding the mi^ificence which Bei^ 
mudo had display^ at his sister's wedding, it is 
evident that he had concluded a peace with great 
reluctance : for* on the first intimation of Don 
Sanchez's death, he besieged and took the city 
of Pal^itia, and made formidable preparations for 
recovering the whole district which he had ced- 
ed to his late brother-in-law* However, his am- 
bition terminated in his destruction ; for Don 
Ferdinand, assisted by his brother Garcias, as- 
sembled a body of troops to arrest his progress ; 
and the royal invader was mortally wounded in 
an engagement which took place in the neigh- 
bourhood of Carrion* 

Beimudo's army were no sooner acquainted 
with this fatal event, than they were ovei-whelm- 
ed with confusion, and would certainly have 
been cut to pieces by the opposite party, if Fer- 
dinand had not interposed, and, with great per- 
sonal danger, appeased the fury of his troops^ v 
This, however, he effected ; and caused Uie 
body of the Men king to be sent back to Leon> 
that it might be interred with due solemnity* 
By these means the victor conciliated the esteem 
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kBtfvrkdge faim for ^ar laiivliil' sovepeigB. -Ac- 
oordifigtyf he made his public t&bry. into Leonf 
and the ceremony of hi» coronaten was peiv 
femcd in theca^edtal on the 22d ofJune 1037. 
The Galidansy indeed, rose in arms, under pre* 
tNioe of maintaimng their ancient liberties ; but 
these were soon redkiced to obedience ; and the 
genen^ty of the nation acquiesced in a revo« 
lutKMi by which the kingdom of Leon and 
Oviedo was united with that of Castile. 

Ferdinand, having taken possesion of the 
throne of Leon, de^rmined to obviate all the 
prejudices and un&vomililirfe prepossessions of 
hifr new subjects, by an uniform adherence to 
the precepts of justice, and an assiduous ap^ 
plication to &e discharge of his public dudes* 
Accordkigly, he visited all the provinces and 
capital towter; enlarged the privHeges of the 
Cra^cians i frequently expatiated on the righls 
of the queen ; evinced the most profound res- 
peet for the clergy and nobility; and prose- . 
eated his predecessors plan of redressing griev* 
ances with mde&tigable diligence. 

Having devoted several years to the rdbrm*- 
ation of his people, and the improvement of 
his new territories, he, at length, resolved to 
-make war upon the Saracens; and his arms 
were crowned with such brilliant success that, 
in the space of four campaigns, he reduced the 
fortress ci Xena, and the cities of Viseo and 
Coimbra ; swept the frontiers of Castile ; ra- 
vaged all the country about Medina Coeli ; end 
. enriched his troops with a prodigious quantity 
of i^ves and plunder. He also invaded the 
domkiioQs of the Moorish king of Toledo ; and 
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threatened to lead his victorious troops agaifi^t 
the king of Saragossa : but both these princes 
eluded his vengeance by offering to become his 
feudatories, and to pay him an annual tribute. 
. jy Soon after the close of this expedition^ 
1068. ^^^ Ferdinand paid a visit to his bro- 
ther, the king of Navarre, who had been 
seized with a dangerous indisposition on thc^ 
frontiers of Castile; but, upon receiving pri« 
vate information that Don Garcia intended to 
secure his person, he took an hasty leave, and 
returned to his own dominions. About two yeai^ 
after this occurrence, Ferdinand was afflicted 
with a fit of illness, and his brother came to 
see him at Leon ; but the king causied him to 
be arrested, shortly after his arrival, and sent 
prisoner to the castle of Qea* However, the 
royal captive found means to escape, and b^gan 
to levy forces for the invasion of Castile before 
his brother had conceived the idea of such an at- 
tempt. Ferdinand clearly foresaw the mischiefs 
that would, in all probability, follow this acci* 
dent, and, in order to. prevent an unnecessary 
effusion of blqod, he s^nt to offer terms of ac- 
commodation : but these were rejected with 
indignation, and an engagement took place 
between Ages and Atuperta, which terminated 
in the death of Don Garcia, and the destruc- 
tion of all his Mahometan auxiliaries* . The 
other troops were spared by command of the 
victor; alid Garcia's body was interred, with 
suitable honours, at Najanu 

Having rebuilt the church of St* John the 
Baptist at Leon, and compelled the Saracen 
prince of Seville to send him the body of St* 
Isidore to be deposited thereiui Ferdin^d con- 



vened an assembly of the states, and proposed 
a diyisioQ of his dominions among his three sons 
Sancho, Alphonso, and Garcias ; the eldest of 
whom was to enjoy the soYereignty of Castile ; 
the second to inherit the kingdom of Leon and 
Oviedo ; and the youngest to take possession 
of Galicia, with tiie recent conquests in Portu- 
gal. This design was approved by a majority 
of the nobles ; and the princes, Sancho and Gar- 
cias, werejmmediately permitted to assume their 
respective governments in Galicia and Cas- 
tile. 

The Moorish kings of Toledo and Saragossa 
resolved to take advantage of a division which 
they considered as the result of mental imbe- 
cility, and, accordingly, refused to pay their 
annual tribute. But they were soon convinced 
of their error in forming such a hasty resolution ; 
for Don Ferdinand assembled a formidable 
army, and immediately swept the frontiers of 
both kingdoms with fire and sword. He even 
led his victorious troops to Valencia, and set 
fire to the suburbs of that important city ; but 
a violent indisposition obliged him to close the 
campaign and to return to Leoti, where he ex- 
pired on the 27th of September 1065, after a 
glorious reign of twenty-eight years. Besides 
his three sons, before mentioned, he left two 
daughters, Donna Urraca.and Donna l^lvira, 
to whom he left some particular cities and 
lands, that they might be enabled to live in a 
manner suitable to their dignity, without being 
dependent upon their brethren. 

Don Sancho regarded the decision of his fa- 
ther as extremely aibitrary and unjust, from an 
opinion that priority of birth gave him a just 



title to idl the three luiigdoms ; Mid, upoh tfa« 
death of his mother, he led a namepoas army 
into the territories of his brother Alfonso, with* 
an intention to recover the crown of Leon and 
Oviedo. This design was set a^de, for the pre« 
sent, by the interpontion of the two princesses ; 
but, in the following spring, Sancho renewed 
his incursion, and a sanguinary battle ensued, 
which terminated in the defeat and subsequent 
deposition of Alphonao, who was compelled to 
assume the monastic habit, and to retire to the 
abbey of Sahagon* The conqueror then took 
possession of & vacant throne ; and, soon af- 
terwards, penetrated into Galicia, whence his 
younger brother retired to the court of. the king 
of Seville. However, Sancho did not long en* 
joy the fruits of his success ; for he was soon 
alarmed by the unexpected escape of Alpbonso, 
and his life was eventually terminated by assas- 
sination, whibt he was employed at the siege of 
a city which he desired to wrest from his sister 
Urraca. 

-^ Don Alphonso had no sooner receive 
207a. ^^ intelligence of his brother's &te, than 
he took leave of )us Moorish protector,* 
and reps^red to Zamora, where he received the 
warmest congratulations from the principal no« 
iHlity of Leon and Oviedo* The Castiliaiis abo 
consented to acknowledge him as their sove* 
reign, on his clearing Umsd^ by oath, from 
the murder of the late king; and, on the st^ 
sequent t imprisonment of Don Garcia, the 

* Afi Maymon, kiop of Toledo. 
f HisfionMuare much divided in their c^ufffcdns Tespeet" 
iogPon Garcia't irapritoiune]^; tottit inpiitiDg it to the 
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GaUcians submitted to his authority, so that he 
once more united the dominions of his &ther, 
and became sole monarch of Leon, Galicia, and 
Castile. 

Shortly after he had assumed ^^ ^^ ^ 
reins of government, Alphonso espoused i^.^ * 
Donna Agnes, daughter of the count of 
Poitiers ; and, about the same time, he had an 
opportunity of expressing his gratitude to the 
lung of Toledo, by putting an end to a war 
which threatened that prince with very serious 
consequences. His interference was then re- 
questeid in the affairs of Navarre, which had 
been thrown into confusion by the assassination 
of the last king ; and he embraced that oppor- 
tunity of annexing Biscay and Rioja to his for* 
mer dominions. 

Next year a legate arrived at court, by whose 
assistance Alphonso divorced his queen ; and, in 
the space of a few months, a new marriage was 
negociated between the king and Donna Constan- 
tia, daughter of the Duke of Burgundy. War 
was then declared against Hiaya, king of Tole* 
do, and, after four campaigns, the capital of that 
prince fell into the hands of the Christians. The 
victor permitted his unfortunate competitor to 
retire, without molestation, to Valencia, and 
even promised to protect the Moorish inhabit- 
ants in the enjoyment of their religion and laws ; 
but, as he was perfectly aware of the importance 
of his conquest, he resolved to make it the me- 
tn^is of his dominions, and exerted himself 
successfully to people it with Christians. 

tYranny or ambition of his brother, and others asserting 
that he merited i( by some intrigue against the govern- 
meat of JLeon and Castile. 
Vol. XV. Q 



\T6 sPAur* 

The Mahometans were overwhelmed . with 
consternation when they saw Toledo in the 
hands of their enemies, and a power&l league 
was immediately formed, under the kings of 
Seville and Badajos, agunst Don Alph^iso; 
but that victorious prince made such formidable 
preparations against an invasion, and obtained 
the promise of such powerfol reuiforcements 
from France and Burgundy, that the infidels 
hud aside their design after one engagemoit, 
and negociated a peace to the satis&ction of all 
parties. 

Upon the restoration of public traa- 
jQgl^* quiHity, Alphonso undertook to repair 
and repeople all the cities that had been 
dilapidated during the late hostilities. About 
this time, also, he bestowed his only daughter 
upon Don Raymond, who had roKlered him 
some important services ; and, in the space of a 
few years, he had the satis&ction of seeing 
Aravels, Medina del Campo, Coca, Olmedo, and 
several odier important towns, restored to their 
pristine appearance,^ and filled with Christian 
Inhabitants. 

In the spring of 109 1, Don Garcia expired in 
the place of his confinement, and his remains 
were solemnly interred in the church of St. Isi* 
dore, at Leon. His funeral was soon followed 
by that of Donna Constantia; and tlie sister 
of Don Raymond became the consort c»f Al- 
phonso. 

Senable of the misduefs which might result 
from the inactivity of his troops, Alphonso de- 
termined to renew hostilities agsdnst the Sara- 
cens, and accordingly made an irruption into 
Portugal, where he reduced the cities of Coioi- 



bra^ Sitictaren^ Li^xmt and Sintria. He also 
raised some forces for the defence of his tribn- 
tary, the king of Huesca ; but these were even- 
tually defeated by Don Pedro, king of Arra- 
gon, and the Moorish principality of Huesca 
was subverted. 

Upon the demise of Donna Bertha, ^ ^^ 
^the king gave his natural daughter, j^^' 
Theresa, to Henry Besan^on, toother 
with all his recent <^iiquests in P^Mtugal ; and, 
after continuing a widower for about two years, 
he espoused the princess Ztude (daughter of 
Mohammed Aben Habet, king of Seville,) who 
was esteemed the most beautiful lady of that 
lage, and who cheerfidly consented to change 
iier religion, on condition of being raised to the 
throne of Leon and Castile. 

This i^tismce proved extremely unfortunate 
for the Spanish ChrisUans; for, the kings of 
Leon and SevUle havii^ invited Joseph, king of 
Barbary, to assist them in the rediKtion of all 
the Moorish principalities in Spain, that subtle 
prince made himself master of Seville, Gra- 
nada, Almeria, and Murcia ; defeated a nume^ 
nma body of tnx^ under the command of 
Don Garcia de Cabra ; and subdued the greatest 
part of Andalusia. He then returned with a 
prodigious number of capUves to Morocco, and 
sent over such powerful reinforcements tohia 
subjects whom he had left in Spain, that one of 
his generals actually invested Teredo, and com- 
pelled Alphonso to retire into his hereditary 
dominions. This audacious attempt was, in-' 
deed, frustrated by the vigilance of Alphonso's 
ttxMps ; but the infidels still retained an impor- 
tant post on the frontiers^ whence they might 
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renew their incunioiM upoD aby frvouittUe (^ 
portumty* 

Upon the demise of Don Rodrigo, surnamed 
tfaeCid, or /on/) the Moors hoped to have ef- 
fected the recovery of Valencia, which had beefi 
WKsted from them by the gallantry of the de* 
ceased warrior ; but Aivaro Fanez, the gover- 
nor, con^Ued them to retire with considerable 
loss* However, as the place was preserved with 
much difficulty and expence, it was afterward 
evacuated by the royal command. 
^ jy Soon after this occurrence, Alphoneo 
1103. '^^ ^^ fourth consort, whose son, Don 
Sancho, was considered as the heir ap- 
parent to all his &ther^s dominions; but, not*^ 
withstanding he bad now an hdr male, the kii^ 
resolved to enter again into the bands of matrL* 
mony, and accordingly espoused a princess of 
the house. of £8te, though this measure gave 
great umbrage to the ii&nta Urraca, and her 
husband Don Aaymond. 

Joseph, king of the Almovarides, having ao 
compliahed his designs in Africa, made a fresh 
descent upon Spain, with a more numerous fleet 
and army than had ever appeared in that king- 
dom* Having united his troops, and made tdi 
the necessary arrangements, he marched toward 
the capital, and gained a bloody victory over 
the Spaniards, who attempted to jurest his pro- 
gress at Uciea. This &tal engagement, in 
whicli the young prince, Don Sancho, and his 
governor were massacred, was the most afflic- 
tive reverse of fortune that the Christians had 
sustained since the demolition of Leon. How-> 
ever, the infidels purchased their advantage so 
dearly, that they deemed it expedient to retire 



t»^^ir 0wn dofniiuons, md by ttftt meftm 
ga've the Spaniards leisure to levy fresh troops^ 
and to place a strong garrison in their metro- 
polis. 

In this melancholy posture of affidrs, the king, 
whose declining years and bodily infirmities dis- 
abled himirom making any great exerdons, di-^ 
rected all his nobles to appear at Leon, and to 
take an oath of fidetity to the young Alphonso, 
son of his daughter Urraca, and the king of 
Arragon. He also gave some judicious direc- 
tions concerning the protection of his frontiers, 
«nd disposed the aflairs c^ Toledo to such ad- 
vantage, that the inhabitants of that city en- 
joyed the most profound tranquillity, notwith- 
standing the languishing condition of their so- 
"fereign, and the in<»easiag strength of their 
imrlike enemies. At length, Alphcmso VI. sub- 
mitted to the mortal ccHididon, after he had en- 
joyed the regal dignity forty-four years from the 
demise of his father, and thirty-seven from the 
lime of his restoration. He. appears to have 
been one of the most pnKient and illustrious 
characters that ever swayed the Spanish sceptre, 
and fiom liis death maybe dated the nmnerous 
calanuties^ his subjects. 

Don Alphonso,' king of Arragon and Na-^ 
VMte, led a numerous body *>(^ troops into Cas- 
fUe, in order to support his claim to the go- 
vernment as the husband of Donna Urraca. 
This step rendered him extremely unpopular 
among the Castilians: and his subsequent ill- 
treatment of the queen occasioned such dread* 
liil confusions in the whole kingdom, that re- 
course was eventually had to hostiMties by the 
<4^K)6ite partksy and a sanguinary battle wi^t- 
Q2 
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feught on the Campo de Espina, between tiie 
adherents of the injured princess and those of 
her impnident consort* Victory declared in 
fevour of the king ; the cities of Burgos, Va- 
lenoa, Sahagoo, and Leon, were ^ven up to be 
pillaged ; and even the sacred dormitory of the 
kings of Leon was plundered by the triumphant 
soldiery. 

In this sad extremity, the archbishop of Com- 
postella crowned the young prince, Alphonso. 
Raymond, in the cathedral church of St. James, 
and encour^ed Urraca to take refuge in Ga- 
lipia. The queen cheerfully embraced this pro- 
posal, and soon levied a fresh army, which 
gained some important advantages over the 
king of Arragon, and compelled him to ndse 
the siege of Astoi^;a, which he had carried on 
for some time with equal skill and resolution. 

In the spring of 1 1 14, a council was held at 
Palentia by the express desire of Urraca, in 
winch the pc^'s legate declared, that the mar- 
riage of that princess was void and illegal, on 
account of her consanguinity with Alphonso. 
By this sentence the king of Amnion's preten- 
sions were totally amiihilated ; but the troubles 
of the state were by no means appealed, for the 
dtaappMnted monarch contrived to raise a for- 
mi^ble rebellion in Galicia. The queen gave 
great umteige to many <^ her nobility, by the 
ill-timed severity which she exercised upon her 
son's most zealous partisans, and the Moors 
made several irruptMuis in hope of profiting 
from these intestine commotions# 
^ ^ Sometime after Alphonso Raymond 

iiiS. ^^ assumed the reins of government^ 
and made his puWc entry into Tole*^ 



do, Urraca pretaikd on him to aanst in reco- 
;permg sonie places whidi were still held by the 
king of Arragon ; but she soon took offence at 
Ills conduct, and a fresh series of calamities re- 
sulted from her violent temper. At length, 
however, idfter she had violated many engage- 
ments, forfeited the affection of her truest ad- 
herents, and proceeded to such extremities as 
threatened a general rupture, her wild projects 
were terminated by death, and her remains 
were interred in the church of St« Isidore, at 
Leon* 

The king, who must now be distin- ^ ^ 
guished by the title of.Alphonso VIL ,^^5/ 
came to Leon within two days after the 
death of his mother, and was received with 
every testimony of loyalty by the nobility of 
Leon, Castile, and Asturias* There were, in- 
deed, some znalecontents in the cities of Valen- 
cia, Carrion, Burgos, and Villa Franca, that re- 
vised to acknowledge his authority, but they 
were successively reduced to obedience ; and 
before the end of the year, the new monarch 
' found himself in full possession of all his grand- 
father's dominions, most of them being regain- 
ed by his victorious arms, or jmident conduct, 
and the rest being ceded by the king of Am- 
|;on in an amicable treaty* 

As soon as Alphonso had procured the bless- 
ings of tranquillity for his subjects, he deemed 
it expe&nt to provide for the succession by a 
prudent marriage, and, accordingly, espoused 
Donna Berengara, the count of Barcek>na's 
daughter, who was equally &med on account of 
her personal charms and mental accomplish* 
joents. The year following he held a council at 
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Valencia, in n^ich many salutaiy cancans wert^ 
enacted ; and, about the same time, the inhabit* 
antftof Toledogamed some important advantages- 
o^r the Saracens* 

The spring of 1 131 opened with various tiou- 
hies, and called M die fd>ilities of Alphonso 
into action ; for he was at c»ice alarmed by an 
insurrection in die Asturias, an incursion of the- 
inSdels, and an invasion of Ckdicia by Don AU 
phonso of Portugal. However, the king acted 
with such prudence and vig^ance upon this try- 
ing occasion that the rebels were soon com* 
pelled to lay down their arms ; the Moors were 
defeated with prodigious loss, and driven to 
the very gates of CcMrdova ; and the Portuguese 
invaders were speedily repulsed, and stnpped 
of an their former possessions in the country of 
Limmia* 

Having delivered himsdf from the^ formi- 
dable enemies, Alphonso marched with a nu<^ 
merous army into ' the territories of Arragon, 
where he offered to assist the new king, Don 
Ramiro, against theinfidelS) and where he re« 
ceived the benedictions of the Arragonian pre- 
lates. 'Ramiro was so highly gratified by his con- 
duct on tins occasion, that he yielded to him the 
city of Sarragossa. The new king of Navarre 
also paid him voluntary homage, in order to 
obtain his protection ; the counts of Thoulouse 
and Barcelona took the earliest oppm'tunity of 
acknowledging their vassalage ; and preparations 
were made at Leon for investing the successful 
pvince with imperial honours. 

The ceremony of coronation was performed 
ii4th all possible magniBcence, and the shouts of 
" Long Uve his imperial majesty Don Alphonsoy" 
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resounded tbroogb efreiy part of tiie royal city : 
but the circumstance of Alphonso's elevation 
soon excited ihe jidiousy of his neighbours, and 
a league was formed against him by the kings 
of Navarre and Portugal. However, his exertions 
were attended with complete success, and he was 
soon enabled to turn his arms against the infi- 
delst from whom he wrested the fortresses of 
Oreja and Mora, the city of Coria, and some 
other places of great importance. 

Elated with these repeated conquests, . ^ 
the emperor resolved to make an attempt j'^^y] 
on the city, fortress, and port of Almena, 
which had long been formidable to the Chris* 
tian states of Spain and the adjacent islands, 
both on account of their prodigious strength, and 
as the grand rendezvous of Moorish {nratesi 
Accordingly he levied a numerous body of 
forces ; procured some powerfol succours fixHn 
Arragon, Montpelier, Pisa, and Genoa ; and ef- 
fected his great design, after a Mege of about ten? 
weeks. Ail the inhabitants that were found ia 
arms perished by the sword ; the greatest part 
of the plunder was apimpriated to the use of 
the alhes ; and the imperii victor regarded thia 
campMgn as one of the most glorious and bene* 
ficial that had ever been undertaken by a Spa* 
nish prince. 

Aben Gama, the Moorish viceroy, was so 
deeply chagrined at the foss of Almeria, that 
he panted vrith impatience for an opportunity 
of revenging himself on the Spaniards, and, a£ter 
some time, formed a project for the aasaasinatiMi 
of the emperor : but his diabolical intention vras 
iuniediipon his own head ; and Alphonso soon 



Obtained ano<iier glorious victoty over the iaii- 
delate 

^ Having made a partitioa if tenitoiy between 
Ids two sons, Sancfao and Ferdinand ; and hav- 
ing also solemniied a marriage between his 
eldest son, Sancho, and the sister of the king of 
Navarre, the emperor resolved to enter a second 
^me into the connubicd bonds* Aecordingly 
be espoused the princess Rica, daughter of La-^ 
dislaus II. lung c^ Polasid< The kings of France 
and Navarre Ibrmed conjugal alliances about 
the same time ; and the l^anish court was so 
entirely engaged by these circumstances, that the 
Saracens began to enjoy some respite from the 
fierce attadus of their implacable enemy* Al* 
I^ioQso, however, soon convinced them that his 
military zeal was unabated; and the Moorish 
city of Andujar, which had hitherto escaped^ 
was soQOi added to his other brilliant conquests* 
About the spring of 1 1 56 a project was form* 
ad for the mvaiuon of Navarre by^ the Arragonu 
ans, but we have no satasiactory account of thtt 
l^iogreaaof that war. It af^ars, however, that 
the emperor's attention was iHverted fitHn it by 
a threatened invasion of the Moors, and that he 
Ibught with his usual success against those an- 
dent enemies. But he was incapacitated from 
pursuing his victory, by a violent distemper, 
which C(Hnpelled him to halt at the frontier town 
of Fresneda, and terminated his mortal existence 
wi the 2 Ist of August 1 157. He was indispu- 
taJbUy one of the greatest monarchs, most sue* 
eessful generals, ound attest politicians that Spain 
eould ever boast of* He extended his dMninions 
from the mountains of ^scay to those of th^ 
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Sierra Morcoa ; he obtained thein^perial UUe by 
the homage of the kings of Navarre and Arra^ 
gon ; be waa highly respected by all the neigh- 
bouring princes ; and his own subjects regarded 
him with the most affectionate fetidness for his 
strict maintenance of their ancient laws and pri- 
Tileges. 

As 80(ui as the mournful ceremony of ^ t) 
the emperor's interment was over, Don ,* . ' 
Sancho and Don Ferdinand repaired to 
Burgos, where the first was unanimously ac- 
knowledged king of CastilC) and the second was, 
with eqi^ unanimity, admitted to the sovereign- 
ty of Leon, the Asturias, and Galicia. The 
young princes, however, were unfortunately 
more attentive to the pomp of their inaugun^ 
tions than to the discharge of their regal duties: 
smd the Saracens began to make such incursions 
into the Spanish territories as overwhelmed the 
Christians with consternation* Pedraches, An- 
dujar, Baeza, and several other important peaces, 
were recovered by these assailants with surprise 
ing rapidity ; and in the space of one campaign 
the Spaniards were driven out of all the territo* 
ries which had been c(»iquered, by thdr late 
e^^)eror, in Andahiua* 

Whilst the court of Castile was alarmed by 
these unexpected calamities, the new king of 
Leoii was persuaded to dismiss most of the old 
statesmen who had been peculiarly honoured 
with his royal parent's fovour : and, upon those 
persons retiring to Burgos, he E&arch»i at the 
head of a numerous army into his brother's dc^ 
minions. But Sancho treated him with such 
fraternal kindness, and expatiated so forcibly on 
the danger of listening to the suggestions of 
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parasitesy that the old counsellors were reinstate 
ed in their employments, and Ferdinand escaped 
the snare which had been artfully laid for the ex-^ 
press purpose of subverting his government and 
authority. Shortly after this occurrence, Don 
Sancho concluded an amicable treaty with the 
kings of Arragon, and Navarre. 

In consequence of the great success which had 
recently crowned the arms of the Moors, and of 
the prodigious succours which were said to be 
raising in Morocco, the knights Templars, who 
had hitherto held Calatrava as a fief from the 
crown, mad<^ a voluntary resignation of a town 
which they were unable to defend : and the king 
of Castile published an edict, whereby he offer- 
ed the place to any of his nobles or prelates who 
would undertake to preserve and maintain it. 
Hereupon Saint Raymond, abbot of Vitero, ex- 
pressed his resolution of defending Calatrava ; 
and, without any other assistance than that of a 
monk called Diego Velasquez, he raised twenty 
thousand followers in the space of a few weeks : 
upon this success he gave the Cistercian order a 
military turn ; and from hence arose that order 
of religious chivalry which has, in later ages^ 
been distinguished by tlie name of Calatrava. 

Upon the arrival of the Moorish forces from 
the court of Morocco, the kingdom of Toledo 
was threatened with a powerful invasion ; and 
Aben Jacob, son of Abdulmenon, took the ear- 
liest opportunity of commencing hostilities ; 
but, afber a most sanguinary conflict, victory de- 
cided in &vour of the Christians, and their in- 
vaders were defeated with equal loss and igno« 
miny. The exultation of the Spaniards, how- 
ever, was soon checked by the death of Don 
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Sancho, which happened after he had worn the 
crown one year and ten days ; and this calami- 
tous stroke was followed by many commotions. 

Upon the demise of Don Sancho, the ^ 
Castilian diadem devolved to his son Al- ^j-g* 
phonso ; but, as that prince was only three 
yeara of age, he was left under the care of Don 
Guitterez de Castro, who was declared sole re- 
gent. This nobleman, who was equally respect- 
able on account of his consummate prudence 
and inviolable probity, committed the education 
of his royal ward to a person who proved un- 
equal to the trust reposed in him, and delivered 
up the in&nt to Don Manrique de Lara, a pow- 
erful and designing noble, who had always ex- 
pressed the most violent hatred against the re- 
^nt. Don Guitterez exerted all his abilities to 
compromise this matter, and to regain possession 
of the young king's person : but before he could 
effect his purpose he was summoned away by 
the angel of death ; and Manrique de Lara put 
so many artifices in execution, that even the king 
of Leon found it impossible to wrest the usurped 
regency out of his hands. 

After making several fruitless attempts against 
the intriguing &mily of Lara, Ferdinand deem- 
^ed it expedient to compromise all differences 
with Don Manrique ; and took advantage of the 
erisuing calm to repsdr and fortify such parts of 
his dominions as were either indifferently peo- 
pled, or fallen to decay. He also4granted seve- 
ral new privileges to his subjects, and acquired 
a considerable degree of popularity by espousing 
a princess of Portugal, in order to establish a 
firm alliance between the two kingdoms. 

Manrique de Lara paid so little regard to the 

Vol. XV. R 
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mild coonselB of Ferdinand, that he usedUfsut- 
most endeavours to enihime the ftitnd of 4h^ 
young prince against the femi^y of Castro, and 
at length persuaded him to seize t)n the city of 
Toledo, which had hitherto been gbvewied by 
Don Ferdihand Ruez de Castro, atod some of 
that nobleman's intimate friends. In the accom^ 
piishment of this project much blbod was shed, 
and Manrique himself was numbered among the 
slain: but his brother, Don Ntignez, took the 
command of the army, and the gates of Toledo 
were treachelDUsIy opened, whilst the unfortu^ 
nate governor retited, with a feW adhei>ents, into 
the territories of the Moors. 

Subsequent to this occurrence, the king <5f 
Portugal made a suddeh irruption into Galidi^ 
and, after a short time, made himself master of 
fiadajos. Ferdinand hearing of this bre9K^h of 
faith, resolved to besiege the aggressor in his 
new conquest, and conducted his design with 
such prudence that the Portuguese troops werfe 
completely defeated, and their royal commander 
was * taken prisoner. Alphonso was extremely 
mortified at this accident, and, in all probabiiit}^ 
expected to receive very harsh treatment from 
his injured son-in-law. Ferdinand, however, 
behaved toward him with the utmost respect 
and affection ; and after compromising their 
difference, permitted him to return to his own 
dominions. 

* The king of Portugal attempted to march out of the 
city against his enemy ; but he was completely blocked up 
by his opponent, and, in endeavouring to force his passaee, 
he shattered one of his legs against the bolt of a gate, which 
accident threw his own troops into coaftision, and facilitated 
the victory of the astailaDts. 
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. T\» Castiliami having. ex()res3<;(i an earnest 
deaiis that thdr king should epiber into the con- 
jugal state, though at this .tim^ he >i^a6 ^ ^ 
only ftmrteen, years of age> ^a8se«My xi^j* 
of the staties wa& conveaisd at. Bui^s^ 
andy in conaequence of tiusir di^UbemtioDs, am- 
baaaadoes were aen& to Heosy II> of England 
(at that time ia Guieane,) to d«mdnd the pmn- 
cess Eleooora, his daug^eo. XhjjB ppoppsi^; 
Vfts cheer&lly accented, and the m^riwagc waa 
solemnized, in the Qourse of the ensuipg yearj 
at Tercazona. 

About thia time, Joseph* king of Mo* ^ ^ 
npcco, sfiDt a numerous body of troops in- , \ ^^ 
to Spain, whene iheyj aaade some attempu 
ftgamst Vatenciaaiid Siuitaj^eQLi; but they ver^ 
nepulsed utith considerable losa.^ apd thpugfa, 
iQ the jfollowing year, Jo«^ came over ia 
person and made himself master of Mufciay be> 
was sooa obliged tp retuxn to Afiricaf and the 
infidels ceceived a signal o^c^ithrow from the 
band of lung FeodbuuvL. 

Meaawhile, the ancient animosity betweeoi the 
femities of Laia and Caatro was EeviYed> and ear- 
ned to such a pitch a& actually, dis^uvbed the 
public peace of CastiUe and Leon, almost all the 
noble famiHes in both kingdoms takiing pftrt oa 
€ae side or the othec At iengUx a resoluiioa 
wa& t^ken. to d^erm^e thes^ resentments., by a 
general action ; and a battle was. accordingly 
^ iMight, ia the province of Tiero de Campos, 
with ail the fury and obstinacy that inveterate 
haJtved could inspire* Victory, however, decided 
ia fiKvoufi of Don Ferdinand de Castro ; Nugnes 
aM Rodrigo were made prisoners^ but gene- 
Kously set aft liberty. ; and the king of Leoa 
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bestowed his sister TiennetUi om the conqueror, 
in order to attach him the more strongly to his 
service and interests. 
Ferdinand of Leon had lived, for several 

. jj years in the most perfect felicity with 
• jjy^' his queen, when the pope's legate found 
out that they stood in an equal degree 
of relationship, being bpth of them grand-chil- 
drenof Alphonso VL and prevailed on his 
master to annul the marriage. The king was 
highly displeased at this proceeding, and pe- 
remptorily refused to obey the papal injunction 
for several months ; but as his dominions wer^ 
put under an interdict, and as his subjects began 
to exhibit signs of discontent, he at length part» 
ed with his wife, Urraca, by whom he had an 
heir to the crown ; and about a year after, he 
espoused Donna Theresa, the daughter of Nugno 
de Lanu 

^ Alphonso, king of Castile, having freed him* 
self from a dangerous war with Navarre, re^* 
solved to imitate his illustrious predecessors, 
by turning his arms against the infidels* Ac- 
cordingly he marched, at the head of a nume- 
rous army, into the enemy's country,* and, with 
the assistance of the king of Arragon, reduced 
Cuenca, a place of considerable strength, seated 
on the summit of a hill, at the confluence of 
two little streams, which, when united, form 
the river Xeucax* 

Some historians have asserted that whilst 
Alphonso was employed at the siege of Cuenca, 
his uncle, Ferdinand, made an incursion into 
his dominions ; and diat (he Castilian monarch 
took an ample revenge by committing manjr 
outrages in the territories of Leon. But this 
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ttscoiwl seems v«iy iin|ux>kab]6) «a ve fiad the 
two noaaich^ eaiiy in the enaniQ^; year, hold* 
mg a ofKisiillataQii, al TeBdesillas, in otdier to 
BtneAgthen the hamnaayy which then subsisted 
belweeci their hmgd^sms.. Shovtly after this inter* 
view, died Theresa Lara, qu^m of Leon ;, and 
the year fbllowmg, Deq Ferduaand espoused Ur- 
raca Lc^ez, daugfhter of an apaknt g^randee in 
the province of Biscay* 

The king of Castile seems to have had great 
fiQccess in several expeditions gainst the in- 
idels; and in the summer of \\%^, the whole 
ferce of the Moofs was put to flight by the kings 
ef Portugal and Leon, and their inonarch, Jo- 
seph, was killed by a fiiQ from his horse. In 
the course of the next year, they obtained some 
advantages iq E^tnonadura: but these wer^ 
900B wvested from them by the Castilians, and 
tiiey were again defeated with prodigious slaugh«^ 
ter. 

in the autumn of 1187, Don Ferdinand qf 
Leon wa^ taken ill on his return itom Compos* 
tella ; and in the first month of the new year he 
bMi|thed his last, amidst the universal lamenta- 
tions of his subjects. i{e left three sons, vis» 
Jkoi Alphonso, by his first qiieen the infiinta ai 
Portugal, and Don Soncbo and Don Gfkicia by 
his aunnving queen Urraca« He was generally 
admkvd fer his piet)^ yalour, and munificence ; 
and his remains w^re solemnly interred, near 
those of his grand&ther Don Raj^m^id, in the 
cathedral of St. James. 

The new kiiig <^ Leqn had no sooner taken 

possesuon of his father's dignities by the title ^ 

Alphqnso IX. than he hastened to pay his res- 

peet9 tohis ix>yalGQUsin at Canion, and, in a ge- 

R 3 
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neral assemblf of the states, he eacpressed' hit 
affection by kissing the hand of that monarch as 
he took his seat. This salutation was afterwards 
construed into a solemn act of homage, and oc* 
casioned several serious ruptures between the 
two princes ; though their forces acted, for some 
time, in perfect concert, and recovered several 
important places out of the hands of their com- 
mon enemy. 

Historians have observed that the king of 
Castile was inspired with unreasonable haughti- 
ness by the proposal of a marriage between his 
daughter Berengara, and prince Conrad, son of 
the emperor Prederic Barbarossa. The intend- 
ed bridegit)om was received at Toledo with ex« 
traordinary magnificence ; the contract of mar- 
riage was signed ; and great preparations were 
made for the solemnization of the nuptials ; 
but, on the birth of an heir male to the throne 
of Castile, the German prince felt himself dia- 
aj^KMnted of his expectations, and returned into 
his own country without espousing the in-> 
fenta. 

Exasperated by this disaj^intment, and pre* 
suming on his cousin's youth, the Castilian mo- 
narch made an irruption into Leon, and commit-, 
ted many flagrant outrages : but the king of Arra- 
gon espoused the cause of his injured neighbour^, 
and the nobles of both kingdoms interposed their 
good offices to prevent a greater effusion of 
Christian blood. 

Shortly after the termination of this war^ 
cardinal Gregory, the pope's legate, declajied 
that the marriage of the king of Leon with the 
iii&nta of Portugal was illegal and null ; and 
that therefore they ought to part. Findii]^ his 
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private suggestions were useless, he summoned' 
a council at Salamanca, where he carried his 
pdnty after excommunicating four prelates who 
had protested against him. The king, how* 
ever, still refused to part from his beloved con- 
sort, and persisted in his obstinacy till his do- 
minions were laid under an interdict, and his su- 
perstitious subjects began to clamour loudly for 
his obedience to the Roman pontiff. 

The king of Castile, in Uie mean time, h4d 
Bent a numerous army into Andalusia under the 
4X>mmand of the archbishop of Toledo ; and 
tiiat prelate acted with such unexampled severity , 
agamst the Moors, that Jacob Aben Joseph, king 
of Morocco, immediately published a gacia,* 
and came over with a prodigious army to re- 
venge his injured countrymen. 

Upon the first intimation of Joseph's arrivf^ 
atSe^lle^ the Castilian monarch condescended 
to crave the assistance of Navarre and Leon, ob» 
serving that he was attacked on the score of re- 
ligion, and that the common cause of all the Spa- 
nish Christians was at stake : but before his 
cousin or the king of Navarre could march to his 
assii^ance, he sallied out against the enemy, and 
came to a general action, in the vicinage of Alar- 
cos, which terminated in the utter defeat of his 
army and the loss of his own military reputation*' 
Upwards of twenty thousand Castilians were 
cut to pieces upon this melancholy occasion ; the 
camp and baggage were likewise taken by the 
victorious enemy ; and the shattered remains of 

* The gacia answers to a popish erusadcj and insures to 
eyery Mussulman who either kills a Christian or perishea 
in the attempt, a plenary absolution from all his sins, and 
an immediate entrance into the joys of paradise. 



lii^CJlMMtiftSk»r^f<^witb9]7^<iifi^ to the 
4^ig9«^i«9s of Toledo. 

A4>fcaa5a huA lOMetly eatefe^ hkn 
1195. ^pit4 before tine kiag of Lsen anif«d 

nuldlys on t)^ isftpnidcmce of the reoent action 1 
hut tb9 pioud Cft^tilistn «Mwefod b such insa^ 
taKt tmmh that h}& attsUw)F unfimtdiately le* 
turned) in dUgi^ to hi« ow& doaiuuons, and 
tii&kiB||^<tfN%yiMrfefQllo^j«idhisQxafiftpte; while 
JM^obs Aben Joseph roduced Alarcoa and Cabu 
tMi¥a, nod i»ade a liiiiou» irruiiticak into Pots 
tm^f^ where he murdeved all the ecdesiaeticft 
who fell into his haAdSt and waated the country 
with ui^paralkktd barbarity* 

Whilst the infidels were thus marking th^. 
progress with fire and sword» the king of Castile 
la^ft the aecurUy of liia own territaries to chance, 
ai«l turned lus aniia against his cousin^ In thia 
expedition he tf»k several places of inconsider* 
abk streagth, destroyed one of the suhurfas be« 
kKi^ngto thecapital> and wasted air the o|ie& 
oountiy with a degree of cruelty tittle Infi^iop 
tjQi that of the Moors* Upon his return to Toledo^ 
h» entered into a negocialicai with Pedro» king 
€kf ArragoO) and prevailed on him to assist him 
in his next eampa^ ; so that it secssed as if the 
Chrifitian princes had vsaolved to act in eoncert 
with their merciless invader^ and to aecelerato 
each odi^^ destnictioQ* 
^ ^ At this critical juneturei Uie. Moorish 
XZ97.' prince appeared m the fi^ld> at the head 
of an army which threatened nothing 
less than the utter subversion of the Castilian 
government : a circumstance which induced Al- 
phonso to suspeud his reseptment against his 
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cousin^ and to provide' for his own safety^ by 
garrisoning his fortresaes, and r^naimng among 
the ixieuntains with a flying anny, which might, 
harass and weaken the enemy without incur- 
ring the danger of a pitched battle. Incon- 
sequence of these precautions^ the expected ruin 
of Castile was averted, and the Moots were com- 
, pelted, after a &tiguing campaign, to retire into 
Andalusia* Immediately after the infidels had 
retreated, Alphonso renewed hostilities against 
Leon', and the king of that country resolved to 
check his progress by force of arms. However^ 
by the strenuous advice of the nobility, all dif- 
ferences were compromised ; peace was con- 
cluded between the contending princes ; and a 
marriage was, soon afterwards, solemnized be- 
tween the king of Leon and the inianta of 
Castile. 

Early in the ensuing spring, Alphonso ^ *. 
of Castile concluded an advantageous j^pg/ 
peace with the miramolin of Africa. He 
also gained some important advantages against 
the lung of Navarre ; and his sati&faction on 
these accounts was soon after augmented by the 
marriage of his daughter Blanche with prince 
Louis,. heir apparait to the crown pf France. 

Meanwhile, pope Innocent III. succeeding 
Celestine in the papal chair, took umbrage at 
the union of the king of Leon with his cousin» 
and sent positive orders to his nuncio to dissolve 
the. marriage. The nuncio, being less violent 
than his master, gave time for the father and 
husband of Donna Berengara to send their 
ambassadors to Rome ; but the haughty pon- 
tiff persisted in his resolution, and enforced obe- 
dience to his commands by threatening to lay 



ai|. theciMinclies i^' Leeiv and* C^aetile imdev aa. 
iaiterdicti The< king of JjsqBx reac4ved» &n sonm 
time, to.veuBt th»jirbitraiy: (ffoceo^b^y 'and ~ac-, 
tualijT' peDBifited inhia deaign,. tiU?a sct^m asoaei 
amon^liistpiialttteB lit consequence of the threats, 
emad intaf^ict, andr tiie whqle kingdom, waik 
throwii. into. coostecnaiticm. At lengtfa^ bonwvjeis 
he permitted' his cosi^ax^ to retire to her father'a, 
oaurt) and the pope vouchsai&d to dedaro the 
children kgilainate> becaiiae the marriage had: 
been soletnni^ on. both ^ea with aincere and: 
laudai^e intentioBa* The divorced qHeeOi gene- 
rously gave uphecdowrjL'to.h6r'affi?ctiooatsiQOR*(. 
aoFt; hep eldeathsoD^Dok Ferdinand^ vaadcida-. 
ved heii; apparent to. the ovowao£ Leon^ in case 
of hia brother's denuse ; and the other children, 
w. Alphonso, Eleonoia, Conatantia» and. Beo^A- 
gara, were left under their father's protection. 

Though the surr^Kier of the queen's 

,^p^ / dowry waa perfectly vdumtary, and. aanc-. 
taoned by the papal- confirmataon^ it^ 
seemat to have been disagraeable to the king 
of Caadle^ aa hi&goveiaioiis cehiaed to surrender 
the placea which omatitoted ihsA dowry, aadi 
a war enaued, which, witl^. the interposition of 
some truces, continued for three years. At 
length, however, the cause of dispute was ob- 
mted, by the kkig <^ Leon's g^ierosity ; and 
tile attention of the Castilians was totally eop 
grossed by a naniage between this n^onanchV 
second daugh4ier> Urraca, and the ii^Gaot Daa 
Alf^honso, of Portugal. 

As the truce whh the miramoiia was now e» 
the point of expiring, the Castiliaa monarch be* 
came extre«ely solicitous to put an end to aft 
disputesL anioiig Ins .Chnatian neighbours, ai]4 



ht pnidently tomprbmisisd his own 4ilferen6e 
iHth the king of Navaire, by which means 
heobtainied'^ pfotime of speedy and -Eealoub 
ttssisCatiee against die Nfoors. Having tak^n 
thtse py^eautions, and bestowed the order of 
. Ittiighthood on the infent, Bon Ferdinand, he 
advanced, ^t the head of animierotis army, to 
Alcala, and oterran the greatest part of the 
kingdom of Mureia, till the estneme heat of the 
season compelled hhn to retire. However, hib 
triumph on 'this occasion was sooncon^rted 
into mourning: for Mohammed, king of Mo- 
rocco, having passed the ^erta Morena, Made 
hinifself master -of Salvfttierm after «n obstinate 
resistimce; and the Itifsoit, Don Ferdinand, being 
oyer-&tigued by the campaign, fell ill ^f a ftvevy 
«nd breathed hts last, soon after hh return to 
Madrid. 

As it appeared that 'the king of Morocco had 
actually ass<^mbted his whole force with an in- 
tention to destroy the kingdom of Castile, Al- 
phonso resolved to have recourse to a crusade 
ferthe defence of hitnself atid his Christian bre^ 
threh. Accordingly he sent the bishop of Se- 
govia to Rome, and some oth^r eminent prelates 
into France, to facilitate hts design, whilst him- 
self contrived to fix the kings of Arragon and 
Navarre in his-kiterest. These ex6rti<»)s were 
-crowned with comptete success: for the pope 
readily sanctiisned the nndertaking ; prcxiigious 
multitudes 'entii^ted under the holy banners in 
France, Italy, and Gerimrany ; the grand rendez- 
vous of the-confederates was appointed at Tole- 
do'about the month of May ; and on the sixteenth 
of July a battle was fought in the vicinage of 
Tolose, whidi teriDAnated- in the utter defeat of 
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the mintmolin, and the loss of two hundred 
thousand of his bravest followers. The Chris- 
tians, whose loss was remarkably trivial, pursued 
. the fugitives till the approach of night,' and then 
tock possession of the enemy's camp, while the 
Spanish bishops performed a solemn te deum^ 
and the greatest part of the spoil was cheerfully 
relinquished by the Castilians to their foreign 
auxiliaries* Thirty-five thousand horses are said 
to have fallen into the hands of the victors on 
this memorable occasion ^ and the quantity of 
arrows, spears, and javelins found upon the field 
of battle was so prodigious, that they served the 
o^ederates for two days, as fuel for dressing 
their provisions, though, during that time, they 
burnt nothing else. 
. -. After the conquerors had devoted 
iii«. about three days to repose and refresh- 
ment, they resumed their progress, and 
ravaged all the country as fer as Baeza. They 
then proceeded to Ubeda, which they determined 
to reduce either by famine or assault ; but, as 
the inhabitants defended themselves with as* 
tonishing bravery, and the fortifications were 
of extraordinary strength, they thought proper 
to raise the siege, and to repass the Sierra 
Morena. On their arrival at Calatrava, the king 
of AiTagon bade adieu to the confederates, and 
returned to his own dominions: the king fcf 
Castile, accompanied by Sanchez of Navarre, 
returned in triumph to Toledo ; and an annual 
festival, called the " Triumph of the Holy Cross," 
was instituted to commemorate the great event 
which, in a great measure, determine! the fate 
of the infidels in Spain. 

Whilst Alphonso was engaged in this import- 
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ant war, the king of Leon had recovered all the 
places that had been conquered by the Castilians. 
However, his cousin was so for from revenging 
these acts of hostility, that he generously yield- 
ed all pretensions to the objects of former dis- 
pute, and assured his roy4 kinsman of a per- 
petual and unfeigned friendship. About this 
time, the infant, Don Pedro, of Portugal, fled 
from the malice of his brother to the mira- 
moltn; and that monarch retired, soon after- 
wards, to his African dominions, where he pass- 
ed the remainder of his life in sorrow and vexa- 
tion. - 

Alphonso took the field again as soon as he 
had arranged his afiturs ; reduced Duegnos and 
some other places at the foot of the Sierra More- 
na ; efiFected the reduction of Alcaros after an ob- 
stinate resistance, and returned in triumph to St. 
Torcaz. 

In the course of the next year, the king of 
Leon, with the assistance of some Castilian ca» 
valry, made himself master of Alcantara, and 
threatened some other places with reduction : 
but the excessive heat of the weather delayed 
the execution of his designs, and obliged him to 
put his troops into quarters for refreshment. 
Soon after his return from this campaign he was 
deeply afRicted by the death of his heir apparent, 
the in&nt Ferdinand, whom he had by Theresa 
of Portugal ; and this melancholy circumstance 
incapacitated him for some time from resuming 
the war. 

The king of Castile being extremely solicitous 
for the wel&re of his cousin, and supposing that 
he did not perceive the great advantages which 
might resoh from his entering zealously into the 

Vol. XV. S 
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war against the infidels, invited hiiii to a ffiend- 
\y conference at Placentia : but before he him- 
self arrived at that place, he was attacked by a 
malignant fever, which terminated his life on {h» 
sixth of August, after he had swayed the sceptre 
lor about fifty-five years. 
^ J) Don Heniy succeeded his father, in 

iii4. ^^® eleventh year of his age, under the 
protection of Uie queen dowager; but, as 
she followed her consort to the grave m about two 
months, the regency devolved upon the queen, 
Berengara, in pursuance of the late monarch's 
will, and with the general approbation of the 
natiopi^ A powerful faction, however, was soon 
formed by the counts of hm and wnae othei* 
npbles, and the regent was eventuatiy persuaded 
to resign her office, and to leave the election <rf 
another candidate to a general assembly of the 
states. Hereupon Don Alvaro de Lara was cho- 
sen regent under several restrictions, and the 
young king was committed to his care. But no 
sooner was the assembly dissolved than Alvaro 
began to exercise unlimited authority, and to 
govern with a rod of iron. This conduct exas-i 
perated the people in all parts of the kingdom ; 
the ecclesiastics thundered <kA excommunica-> 
tion against the wretch who presumed to tram« 
pie on their liberties and to seize their revenues; 
the queen, Berengara* with some of the prime 
nobility, redred, in disgust, to the fortress of 
Autillo ; and all things seemed hastening to a 
general insun^ction. 

To avoid the impending calamities, or to turn 
them upon the head of his opponents, was the 
anxious wish of Alvaro, and with this design be 
put aCastUian gentleman to dj^tb> on pretence 
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thftt he had been employed by Berengara ta t)oi« 
son the kitig* Thb artifice failed of its intend* 
ed effect ; and) Uiough Uie repent confirmed his 
assertion by a letter £tx>m the qu^n, the popu* 
lace accused him of forgery, and compelled him 
to raise a body of forces for his personal de&nce<> 
Hereupon he levied a numerous army at Valla* 
d^id ; sununoned Berengara and h^ partisans 
to surrender all the places they held, upon pain 
of being treated as rebels ; and proposed a mar- 
riage between his royal pui»l and the infanta c^ 
Leon, in order to preclude the interposition of 
^at court on behalf of the queen. However, 
whilst Alvaro took these precautions against his 
adversaries, and a civil war was expected by most 
of the CastUians, the young king was accident- 
ally killed, by the &11 of a tile, in the third year 
of his reign ; and the aspect oi affairs was con« 
sequently changed. 

Upon the first intelligence of this . ^ - 
event, Donna Berengara sent for her ^^i;.' 
son, Fetdinand, from the court of Leon, 
and convened an assemUy of the states at Val- 
lad^lid, where she was soletnnly acknowledged 
queen of the two Castiles. She then made a so- 
lemn resignation of her crown to the ii^uit Don 
Ferdinand, and caused him to be inaugurated, 
in the cathedral, amidst the imiversal acclama* 
tion» of the people* As this step was taken 
without the knowledge of the king of Leon, 
that mwiMCh felt himself offended, and actually 
marched into Castile, in order to revenge the af* 
front which had been put upon his dignity : but . 
he was soon convinced of the impropriety of his 
behaviour, and returned peaceably to his owft 
docsunionai. 
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As AlvBTO de Lara and his intriguiiig psaii-' 
sans yielded but a precarious obedience to their 
new master, the king resolved to reduce them by 
force, and, accordingly, raised an army which 
soon effected his purpose. Alvaro was taken 
prisoner, through his own imprudence, but he 
recovered his liberty by surrendering some places 
which were still in the hands of his dependents* 
He afterwards retired to Leon, >nd prevailed on 
the king of that country to invade his son's ter* 
ritories ; but Alphonso abandoned the project at 
the earnest solicitation of some ecclesiastics, and 
the disappointed Alvaro died, soon after, of a 
broken heart. 

^ ^ Whilst the archbishop of Toledo was 
liip. employed in assembling a numerous ar- 
my against the infidels, Donna Berenga- 
ranegociated a match between her son, and the. 
princess Beatrix, daughter to the deceased em- 
peror of Germany ; and the marriage was so- 
lemnized, amidst general acclamations, in the 
cathedral of Burgos. About the same time the 
knights of St. Julian took possession of Alcan- 
tara, and received a grant of all places which 
they could wrest from the Moors, to be held as 
fiefs from the crown of Leon. 

The archbishop of Toledo had the mortifica- 
tion to lose ten thousand men in a fruitless. at- 
tempt upon the fortress of Requena : but the 
affairs of the enemy were in evident confusion, 
and the petty principalities which began to mul- 
tiply among them, paved the way to their des* 
truction. 

The year 1221 was marked by the conjugal 
union of James, king of Arragon, with Donna 
Eleonora, aunt to the Castilian monarch i tb« 



narriage of the infant Don AlpiK)ndd with the 
daughter of Gon9alez de Motifia ; the birth of 
Ml hdr apparent to the erown of Cafitile ; woid 
the suppression of a rebellion in Galicia* In 
the ensuing year the king of Leon founded an 
university at Salamanca ; Don Ferdinand gain* 
ed some advantages over the infidels ; and John 
de Brienne^ lung of Jerusalem, visited the Spa-' 
msh court at Burgos, and there espoused Donna 
Berengara, the king's sister. 

Having received the homage of Aben Mo^ 
hammed, and prevmled on him to surrender the 
easde of Baeza and the fortresses of Bei^milar, 
Salvatierra, and CapiUa, Ferdinand ordered the 
grand master of the order of Calatrava to take 
possession of the former, with a competent gar-*- 
rison, and Bergamilar and Salvatierra were eva^ 
^nsoLted without dispute : but the infidels pon** 
lively refused to obey their master's orders re«^ 
lative to Capilla, and Mohammed was cruelly^ 
auirdered on suspicion of holding a secret cor- 
respondence with the Christians. This circum^ 
stance Wtts no sooner made public, than the in* 
habftants of Baeza took up arms against the new' 
garrison, and the besiegers ef OqHlla were re^> 
pulsed with extraordinary gallantry ; but, at t^c 
ex^ration of four months, the infidels were to» 
tally defeated, and Ca^la was taken by assault 
This conquest was soon followed by another a^ 
Baeza, which was deemed remarkable, as bein]g 
gained on the feast of St. Andrew, to whom its 
dnirch wasiinciently dedicated. 

Early in the ensuing spring, Ferdinand laid 

tlM first stone of a new cathedral at Toledo, 

which is the magnificent strudture noticed by 

nmder» tiavvlienk In the course of the same 

S3 
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year the mairiage of the king and queen of Ai^ 
ragon was annulled fay a papal decree ; and the 
king of Leon, having led a numerous army into 
Estramadura, made himself master of Caceres, 
which had hitherto resisted all the attempts of 
himself and his predecesscMtu In the following 
year that monarch added the fortress of Merida 
to his important acquisitions, and obtained a de- 
cisive victmy over a Moorish army of eighty 
thousand men ; but whilst he was travelling to 
Compostella . in order to offer up a solemn 
thanksgiving for hi& success, he was seized with 
a fit of illness which put a period td his life, in 
the forty-second year of his reign* He appears 
to have been a prince of great mildness, piety> 
and justice. He was an excellent husband, though 
unfortunate in both his maniages ; and he was 
generally beloved by his subjects, though the 
inconstancy of his temper frequently exposed 
lum to inconveniences* 

As by the will of the deceased monarch, the 
in&ntas, Sancha and Dulcia, whom he had by 
Theresa of Portugal, were declared co^^heiressea 
of his dominions ; and as the states had solemn- 
ly sworn to the succession of Ferdinand, great 
disputes arose among the nobility, and Leon was 
threatened with all the calamities of a civil war : 
but, on the voluntary resignation of the prin- 
cesses in ftivour of Ferdinand, the public anxiety 
was tranquillized, and the conjunction of tl^ 
two kingdoms under the Castilian mcmarch was 
deemed equally glorious to the sovereign and 
advantageous to the people* 
j^ jy As soon as the settlement of the* 
,^31.' kingdom of Leon was comjdeted, Don 
Ferdinand conduded a treaty of alii-? 
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•nee with the king of Portugal ; qudMed a dai^ 
gerous insurrectioii in Gaiicia ; and granted se- 
veral Moorish conquests to the archiepiscopal 
see of Toledo* His brother, AIj^kmuk), aJso 
ravaged the territories of Seville and Cordova^ 
and gained a glorious victory over a numerous 
army of infidels with the loss of only one of his 
soldienu 

Next year Don Ferdinand took the field in 
person, and added the cities of Truxilio, Mon« 
tial, and Ubeda to his former conquests ; but the 
loss of his beloved queen, Beatrix, threw a heavy 
cloud over his trium[^, and retarded the execu- 
tion of his other mititary designs* At the ex- 
{Mra^n of a few months, however, his attention 
was roused by a propoasd for the reduction of 
Cordova, afid he entered so zealously into the 
scheme, that he soon found himself in possession 
of that important cit^« 

Though the deceased queen had left behind 
her six sons, it was deemed advisable for the 
king to enter again into the conjugal life ; and a 
marriage was, accordingly, negociated between 
him and the lady Jane, daughter to the count de 
Ponthieu, who had acquired an extraordinary 
reputation by the suavity of her temper and the 
purity of her morals* The solemnization of thk 
marriage, and the renewal of a lei^e with the 
king of Navarre, took up the greatest part of the 
year, and precluded the posability of any impor* 
tant expedition against the infidels* 

The great adklition which had been -^ 
made to his dominions, in the space of 124a 
a.few years, obliged the king to act with 
caution in his future expeditions ; and induced 
him to preserve a regular line of fortifications} 
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nHher thim to extend bis autiiority over such 
places a* he might eventually be ^ortxd to evactt* 
ate* For this reason he promised lands^ immvH 
nkies^ and various other advantages, to all peiH 
sons who would settle in the towns and vilkiges 
situated an his intended boundary, and he hod 
the satis&ction of seeing his proposals embraced 
with avidity. About the same time the. king oi 
Murcia implored the protection of the Cafltilian 
monarch ; and in the enisuing year the king of 
Granada consented to kiss his hand, in tokeu of 
homage, to surrender the city of Jaen, to pay: 
an aniuml trxbute of fifty thousand pieces of goid,^ 
and to serve ia his army, with a corps of auad- 
liaries, whenever it shoidd be re<|uired, on coi^ 
dition that Ferdinand ^lottld afford him protec* 
timi agianst his enemies^ and guarantee his pre«» 
sent possessions. 

Having obtained the pope's permission Soip le^ 
vying the third of the toithsof all his ecclesias- 
tiGs for the prosecution of the war^ and havifig 
^saused a flea: to be built and ei|at{^d under the 
direction of one of his ablest officers, Ferdinand 
Ksolved to make an attei]^>t on the important 
City of Seville. Accordin^y he bk)dced it \xp bt^ 
by sea and land, nevtwithstanding the furious«p^ 
position o£ the Moors, and ooatiniied the siege 
with such vigour and msolution for several 
asonths, that the ii^ialntants were, at length,, 
cmnpeiied to capitulate. The king made hit 
public entry into this new conquest on the twea^ 
ty-tbird of November 124S, and the remainder 
of the year was spent in purifying the churches- 
^d re-peQ{^ttg the city, nduch was totally eva* 
cnated by the ii^dels. 

Notwitfaatapding the long aesiea of fotigoesx 



iviiich Ferdinaiid had undergone in tbis and ibr^ 
mer expeditions, he took the field early in the 
ensuing spring, and swept all the places which 
still remsdned in the enemy's hands, from Seville 
to the &11 of the Guadalquiver. He then made 
preparaticms for carrying the war into Africa ; 
and actually obtained a victory over tiie Moori^ 
fleet which had been fitted out for the protection 
of the coast : but the execution of his grand d&- 
^gn was retarded by his infirmities, and the con* 
sciousness of his approaching dissolution induced 
him to settle the domestic affairs of his kingdom^ 
and to employ himself in acts of piety and hu« 
miliation. He is said to have died of a dropsy 
in the thirty-fifth year of his reign ; and his re- 
mans were interred, with great solemnity, in 
the cathedral church of Seville* 

Alphonso X. who, for his love of li- ^ j^ 
tesature, was sumamed the Wise, sue- j^^j* 
ceeded his fiither, with the general ap- 
probation of the people ; and prosecuted the war 
against the infidels with extraordinary zeal ; but, 
as he was obliged, on this occasion, to debase his 
coin, great murmurings were excited in various 
parts of his dominions. However, the pope 
granted a crusade in oi*der to fiicilitate the Afri- 
can expedition ; and the attention of the CastiU 
ians was agrees^bly engaged by the marriage of 
their in&nta £leon(»^, with prince Edward of 
England* About the same time the king be- 
stowed the hand of his natural daughter, Beatrix 
de Guzman, on the king of Portugal ; and chastis- 
ed a revolt Which had broken out on the frontiers* 

Alphonso seems to have been ex- ^ p 
tiremely desirous of asserting his right 1275/ 
to thedueby of Suabia, and of obtain^ 



kig the imperial digfnity ; and he actually pre^ 
Tailed oti severed Italian states and princes to 
approve his design : but, after a prodigious waste 
of toil and money, he was obliged to abandon 
this enteiprize^ and to apply himself to the pro^ 
tectioQ of his herecUtary territories, which had 
been convulsed by the revolt of his own bn^her, 
Don Henry, and which were sdll threat^ied 
with the most serious calamities by the intrigues 
of the recently si^jugatedhifidels* How^vei^he 
acted widi such vigilance and res(4u<lon, that 
his treacherous relative was compelled to flee 
into Berbery ; the Moorish lungs of Murda and 
Granada were chastised with exemj^ary rigour ; 
and several ^aces of importance were taken, and 
ie-pe(^led either with the subjects of the Gott* 
queror, or with those of his aUy, the king of 
Arragon. 

Had the king, at this jonctuiv, resigned hfil 
pretensions to Germany, he might have re» 
covered his former reputation, rei^red the gran* 
deur of his crown, and prevented those commo* 
Hons which, afterward, shook the very basie of 
his authwity ; but he persisted in his Ksohition, 
though the expediency of resignation had beea 
forcibly ui^ged both ta him, and his competitor 
the earl of Cornwall, and the German princes 
had agreed with the Idi^ of Bohemia to pro- 
ceed to a new election* On the eighth of Sep- 
tember, the in&nt Don Ferdinand espoused, by 
proxy, the prmcess Blanche at St. Germains en 
Laye, and in the ensuing spring the marriage was 
sokttinized, with extraordinary pomp, at Burgoe* 
Whilst Alphonso was labeuring-, by 
i»7o ^^^^ possible expedient, to raise monef 
for the accomplishment «f hie £ekvoariie 
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4engiiy a dai^eitHis con^ncjr was fbrme4 
against bim by sieveral CastiliaD nobles, wh« 
aooQ retired to tbe king of Granada, and dfi^ 
manded succoufs frc»n the king of Morocco^ 
However, this unhappy affair was eventua% 
comim>mised, and the mutual preparations for 
hostilities were laid aside* 

This storm was no sooner overblown than Al*- « 
phonso received the disagrees^le intelligence that 
Rodolph of Hapsburg was elected emperor of 
Germany, and that t& election was sanctioned 
by the pope« After a sho«t deliberation^ he re- 
solved to demand aa interview with the sovereign 
pontiff who was then at Bauoake ; and accocd- 
tngly set out on his jouimey, leaving the govern* 
ment of Leon and Castile in the hands of his son 
Ferdinand* This action proved reanarkably un? 
fortunate ; for, during the king's absence, the 
ftfoors received some powei&l relnfMcements 
feom A&ica, with which they gaip^ some im* 
ftxttagA advantages over the Castilians ; the in* 
fant Ferdinand contracted a fever in the. cam* 
paign, which soon put a period to his existence ; 
the archbishop c^ Tole<to and Doa Nugnez de 
LAra were sbin by the infidd^ ; and Alphonso 
was ohttged to return wjithput effecting his pur* 
pose veladvc' to th» affiwwB of Genmany* 

Up«a iks arri^val of Alphonso ia his ^ ^ 
own demiftiQii^ h» second son* Don 1^75.' 
Sancho, who had yask conctuded a truce 
with th« Moors» deroandeduthat be shoi^d be de« 
elated heir apparent lo the cvown, in pre&iwnce 
161 the issue of hia ddest broths* This {Ht^sa) 
was Ifiid^ b»iom ail assenddijr of the states at Se^ 
gomia, and.giante4 without e|>positioQ* Howe« 
ve£9 ^ king of Fnince interposed on behalf of 
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his daughter's children, and resented so higfaljf 
the conduct of Alphonso that he would immedi- 
ately have had recourse to the sword, had not 
that design been retarded by the interference of 
his nobility. ' 

Th^ queen of Castile was so deeply mortified 
at the slight which had been put upon the me- 
* mory of her eldest son, by the late edict, that she 
took the first opportunity of returning to her Ci- 
ther's court at Arragon ; where also the princess 
Blanche and the two infiuits sought an asylum. \ 

This retreat roused the king's indignation ; and i 

Sancho expressed his rage by putting his uncle 
Frederic and Don SimcHi Reuz de los Came- 
res to death, because those noblemen had been 
privy to the queen's design. After some time, 
however, the quarrel in the royal family was 
compromised ; the queen consented to return < 

to her royal consort ; the princess Blanche re- | 

turned into France; and the two infants re- | 

mained under the protection of the king of Ar- ' 

ragon. i 

^ P About this time Alphonso was com- 
^'^^yl pelled, by pope Nicholas III. to renew 
the war wi^ the infidels : his exertions, 
however, were attended with so little success, 
that he soon found it expedient to conclude a 
peace with the king of Moixxxo, though his son, 
Don Sancho, insisted upon carrying on hostilities 
against the crown of Granada. 

As his affairs, at this juncture, were in a dis- 
tracted situation, Alphonso convened an assem- 
bly of the states at Seville, where he expatiated 
on the necessity of raising siq>plie8 by giving a 
currency to copper ; and observed that he had 
terminated all disputes with the French court| 



by promising the kingdom of Murcia to the in- 
&nt Don Alonso de la Cerda and his heirs, on 
condition of their paying homage to the kings 
of Castile. The proposed expedient relative to 
copper money was adopted, with little oppo^ 
sition ; but, on this declaration concerning the 
sovereignty of Murcia, the greatest part of the 
members retired in disgust, and iii the ensuing 
spring Don Sancho was solemnly invested with 
the regency at Valladclid, under the specious 
pretence that age and infirmities had rendered his 
fether incapable of government. His brothers, 
Juan and Pedro, also concurred in this treasona- 
ble measure, and cruelly abandoned their parent 
^n his old age. 

Alphonso hearing of these circumstances, and 
linding himself deserted by the kings of Arra- 
gon, France, and Portugal, demanded assistance 
of the king of Morocco, who, in a short time, 
landed in Spain and espoused the cause of the 
royal sufferer. Don Sancho resolved upon 
oppoung force to force, and acted in such an 
lindutiful manner, that his &ther was induced to 
disinherit him by a solenm act, and to bequeath 
his curse both to him and his adherents : but, 
after several violent struggles, the infant pro- 
fessed a Uvely repentance for his conduct ; and 
Alphonso was persuaded to' revoke his maledic- 
tion, a few days prior to Ms dissolution, which 
happened on the fourth of April 1384. 

The character of this prince has been variously 
delineated, according to the tempers or preju* 
dices of those who fuetve undertaken to transmit 
his memoirs to posterity. His contemporaries, 
however, have asserted that he was naturally of 
an open and cheerful disposition, affable in con- 

Vol. XV. T 
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versation, majestic in deportment, and passion- 
ately addictea to the study of literature. He 
augmented several privileges which had been 
granted to the university of Salamanca ; di- 
rected a general collection of the laws, made by 
himself and his predecessors, to be digested 
under proper titles, for the benefit of his sub- 
jects ; caused a general history of Spain to be 
compiled in the Castilian language ; and wrote 
some treatises, with his own hand, upon the 
subjects of rational philosophy, ethics, and as- 
trology. 

The commence,ment of Don Sancho's 

1184. ^^^&^ ^^^ marked by an invasion of the 
Moors, and some other public disturb- 
ances : but as the new king was known to 
punish with great severity and to reward with 
equal generosity, his- domestic troubles were 
soon suppressed ; and such active measures were 
taken against the enemy, that their king Aben 
Joseph was compelled to conclude a peace , upon 
very disadvantageous terms# 

Early in the ensuing year, Sancho sent for his 
young son Ferdinand (whom he had by Donna 
Maria, the daughter of his great uncle) to be 
solemnly acknowledged heir apparent to the 
tlirone of Cjastile and Leon. About the same 
lime, he took an opportunity of regulating the 
affjurs of Galicia ; and of enacting several new 
laws, with the approbation of an assembly of the 
states, which had been convened, by Jtus orders, 
in the city of Palencia. 

As the king's marriage with Donna Maria 
had excited the anger of the pope, and as the 
kingdom of Castile had been long distracted by 
Mictions, so the intrigues that now broke out 



among the courtiers were attended with very fe- 
tal consequences^ l!)on Lopez de Haro made so 
In an use of his accumtdated titles^ postS} and re- 
venues, that he became odious to the majority of 
the people ; Alvaro de Lara retired into Portui- 
gal, for the express purpose of raising forces 
against his sovereign ; and the infants Don Juan 
and Alonso de la Cenfe took every opportunity 
of ravaging the CastiHan donunions* These 
circumstances involved the king in great per- 
plexity : yet he supported himself with extraor- 
dinary firmness, and his exertions were crowned 
with considerable success, till, at length, he had 
the satisfaction to witness the death of Lopjsz de 
Haro, the arrest of Don Juan, and the defeat of 
Alonso de la Cerda. > 

^Eafly in the spring of 1290-, the kings of 
France and Castile had an interview at Bayonne^ 
where it was agreed that tlie infents de la Cerda 
should possess the kingdom of Murcia, on con- 
dition of doing homage for it to the king of Cas- 
tile ; that Philip should use his interest with the 
pope for the confirmation of Sancho's marriage ; 
and that both princes should make war upon the 
king of Arragon, who had assisted the malecon- 
tents in the late disturbances* However, on the 
accession of James to the throne of Arragon, 
the ancient treaty between the kingdoms was 
renewed'; a new treaty was concluded with the 
king of Granada ; and the troops of Aben Jo- 
seph were defeated with prodigious loss both by 
sea and land. 

Notwithstanding the unnjerited cle- ad 
mency which the infent Don Juan had ^^^^' 
received from the king, he soon entered 
lAto fresh intrigues, and actually offered to assist 



Aben Jbd^ in the reduction of Teresa, whic)^ 
his brother had lately wrested from the infidels. 
His proposal was cheerfully accepted, ai^l, wiA^ 
the assistance of five thousand Moorish cavalry 
and a suitable number of infmtry, he formed th^ 
siege of Teresa* Upon this occasion he com^ 
mitted an act of unmanly cruelty which ha|i 
stamped eternal infiuny upon his name ; for, oa 
hearing that the governor of the city hsid a little 
son at nurse in a neighbouring village, he con- 
trived to get the child into hu possession, and 
publicly threatened to cut his throat, unless th^ 
place was immediately surrendered* This base 
declaratbn occasioning much disturbance among 
the garrison, Alonzo Perez de Guzman came 
upon the walls, and heard Don Juan repeat his 
threats. Don Alonso immediately drew his 
sword and threw it to the in&nt, saying, ^ if 
you, who are a prince by birth, and a Christian 
by education, dare to perpetrate so execrable ^ 
crime, know that I dare both to keep the tow^ 
and to furnish you with a weapon." This spir 
rited address excited the admimtion of all the 
troops, both Moors and Christians ; but it ha4 
no effect upon the obdm^te Don Juan : for he 
immediately took up the sword, and sacrificed the 
helpless babe to his blind vengeance. The length 
of the siege gave the king aQ oppprtunity oi ' 
marching to its relief : upon whicb the Moors 
returned to Morocco, and Don Juan took refiig^ 
with the king of Granada. 
^ ^ The kmg, Don Sancho, finding thai: 
1294.* His health declined rapidly, resolved to 
take the speedie^t method of arrangin|^ 
his concerns, previously to his expected dbsdu- 
tion* Accordingly he convened seyeral of hia 
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nobles and prelates, and made a will, by whidt 
he appointed the queen, regent and tutoress of 
the infent Don Feidinand, to whom all who were 
present took an oath of fidelity. He afterwards 
removed to Toledo, where he died in the eleventh 
year of his reign, leaving behind him three sonS) 
Ferdinand, Pedro, and Philip ; and two daugh- 
ters, £lizsd)eth and Beatrix. 

Ferdinand IV. Was solemnly inau- 
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gurated in the cathedral church of To- 
ledo, immediately after the performance 
of his father's . obsequies ; and Donna Maria, 
the queen dowager, assumed the regency during 
his minority: but, though every possible pre- 
caution was taken for the preservation of tran- 
quillity, the court was soon involved in per- 
plexities, and the minds of the populace were 
considerably agitated by the pretensions of Don 
Jiian and Alonso de la Cerda to the Castilian 
diadem ; the rebellion of several powerful lords; 
a formidable invasion conducted by the kings 
of Arragon, France^ Portugal, and Granada ; 
and the loud demands of Henry, uncle to the- 
deceased king, for die regency. 

In this alarming posture of affairs^ the -queen 
resolved to make every reasonable concession^ - 
and actually resigned the government of the 
kingdom to Don Henry, on condition of her 
retaining the care of her son's person and edu- 
cation. She also persuaded Don Juan to lay 
aside his ill-founded pretensions, and lured the 
disaffected nobles back to their allegiance. 

The national prospect was now tolerably se- 
rene, as the queen had restored tranquillity 
among tlie Castilians, and the numerous armies 
•f invaders had achieved nothing of import^ 
T 2 



aope: b^t fresh disorders were aoeneiQ^Uedbffl 
restless fecticm ; Don Juan, with his intriguuig 
adherents) again renounced the^: allegiance ; the 
ungrateful rebel was prochumed king at Leon, 
wlulst a similar ceremonyr was performed for 
^kmso de 1^ Cerda at Sahag^n ; Ta^& wasiur 
vested by the king of Granada ; fOid all things 
seemed to conspire against the existence of the 
present Castilisoi government. At length) how- 
ever, the Moors weie compelled tQ retire into 
their own dominions ; an amicable txeaty was 
concluded between Ferdinand and the king of 
Portugal ; and the attention of the CastiUans 
was agreeably engaged by a treaty of marriage 
between king Ferdinand and the in&nta, Doa- 
na Constantsa) of Portugal) and between ^phon^ 
aO) prince of Por^gal) ai^ the in&nta Bonna 
Beatrix) of Castile. 

j^ jy Conscious of his inabUity to wreat 
130a ^^ sceptre from Ferdinand^ handsp 
and vexed at the ill success of the con^ 
federates) Son Juan renounced his empty title 
of ^ Kmg oi Leon and Galioia)" and swore to 
the established succession in an assembly of the 
states. Buit he still k^t up a pijivate corre* 
spondence with the king pf Arn^gom and cai^ 
ned on his intrigues with such inde&tigabL; 
peirseve^ancC) that he eves^ begi^led the young 
monarch) and persuadedj him to^ kaye U^ mio^ 
tiher. Ferdinand) however) soon, perceived th^ 
UQopropriety of his conduct) and im sedycer'f 
scheme was happify rendered abortive. 

Shortly after this occurrence) Feixlinap) so- 
Ifixamzcd his marriage with the in&^ta of Por« 
tugal ; and the in&nt Don Henry died withoujt 
issue^ after rendering himself otopxious to. tbft 
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gmtest part of the nation by the absurdity of hk 
private and public conduct* His estjites were all 
seised by the king, and so little respect was paid 
to his memory, that even the rights of sepulture 
were neglect^ tiU the queen generously inteiv 
fered, and expressed an intention of following 
his remains to the tomb* ^^ I^t his funeraV 
aaid this magnanimous princess, ^ be suitable to 
his rank, fi>r we ought to remember his birth 
and forget his &uUs*^' 

After the war had continued for some time, 
with various success, between the crowns of 
Castile and Arragoo, some overtures for peace 
were made by the latter, and a treaty was cooc 
eluded at Campillo, by which the Castilian mo- 
narch made sosne conaderaUe concessions to his 
opponent* The people, however, w«pe, in aU 
probability^ anxious for peace, and these were 
the best terms that could then be obtained^ 
About the same time Ferdinand referred the pre* 
tensions of the infanta de la Cerda to the kings 
of Arragon and Portugal, who determined that 
Don Alonso should have Albade, Tonnes, Bejar, 
Valdecameja, and several other {daces, the re- 
venue of which was computed at four hundred 
thousand marvadies f and that Don Ferdinand 
ahoidd eo^oy the revenue of an infant of Spain, 
on conation that both the princes sl^ouMpay 
homi^e to the king for their respective posses- 
sions* 

After soose severe conflicts with Don . ^ 
Juan de Lara, a nobleman of high rank j^j^.' 
and consummate policy, the lung re- 
solved to renew the war agaioat the Moors, and 
urged the expediency of that measure with sucb 
success, that the states of V^JiadoUd c< wiB ff n te d 
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to defVay the whole expense of the cattipaigit* 
Accordingly, a numerous army was assembled, 
by the infant Don Pedro, on the frontiers of An- 
dalusia, and the city of Alcaudeta was quickly 
invested. Upon the arrival of the king at this 
place, he received information that two persons 
of the name of Carvajal were in custody, and 
stood charged with the murder of Don Juan 
Alonso de Benavides. He immediately ordered 
the prisoners to be thrown from the summit of a 
rock, without any form of trial, though they 
assured him in the most pathetic manner of 
their innocence, and even offered to give the 
most irrefragable proofs. When this inhuman 
sentence was about to be executed, the sufferers 
summoned Ferdinand to answer for his injustice^ 
within thirty daysj at the tribunal of God. 
Some days sdter, the king was seized with an in* 
disposition, and expired on the last day of that 
period* 
^ jy The sudden death of Ferdinand in- 
131a. volved the nation in fresh commotions, 
and excited many disputes respecting the^ 
regency and the tutelage of the young king, Al- 
phonso, who was at this time only three years of* 
age. At length, however, the two infants, Pe- 
dro and Juan, were declared regents with equal 
power ; and the care of Alphonso's education 
was committed to his grandmother, Donna Ma- 
ria, who superintended it, in t&e most laudable 
manner, for about nine years, and then died as 
she had lived with sentiments of unaffected pie- 
ty, though her last moments were rather embit- 
tered by the contemplation of the numerous in- 
trigucs and dangers to which her beloved pupil 
would be ejcposed. 
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A{phon9o assumed tlie reins of govern- ^ ^ 
Bient at the age of fifteen) and exhibited ^^^ 
an equal share of judgment and dexteri- 
ty in th^ arrangement of his affairs* Such of 
the nobles as were too headstrong, or too ambi- 
tious to stoop to his authority, were put to death ; 
but, though their infidelity merited punishment, 
•the king rendered himself obnoxious by employ- 
ing assassins rather than o£Bcers of justice to exr 
ecute his vengeance. 

After several disturbances had been ^ j. 
quieted in various parts of the kingdom, j^^y' 
Alphonso took the field against the 
Moors, and made himself master of Oibera an4 
some other places, while the admiral of Castile 
gakied a complete naval victory over a stroof 
squadron whkh had been, recently, sent ou| 
&om Barbary. About this time Don Juan Emanr 
uel renounced his allegiance, and prevailed on 
the king of Arragon to eqwuse hi» quarrel ; la 
ronsequence of which, the Cas^ans were oveiv 
whelmed with unparalleled calamities, smd so^ne 
of their richest blood was wantoniy shed by the 
daggers of assassins, and tte sword of the ex- 
£cutioner« ' 

In the spring of 1329, Alphonso, having es^ 
poused Donna Mariai in&nta of Portugal, and 
concluded a necessary peace with the king of 
Arragon, made some consideral^e concessions 
in order to bring back Don Juan Emanuel to his 
allegiance^ opened a new campaign against tht 
infidels,. and made himself master <rf' Tebe, to* 
father with several little towns and castles ii| 
the ncinity* 

Upon his return to Seville he engaged in ao 
MXQur witbLeoDora de Gusmant » ^7 ^ bigh 



ftO SPAIW. 

qiwlity and great endowments of mind, by wbont 
he had a numerous issue, and on whom he las ' 
vished his whole affection while his lawful wife 
was scarcely treated with decent respect. Some 
-time after the commencement of this amour, the 
king received Don Alonso de la Cerda into fii- 
TOur ; instituted a new order of knighthood, cal- 
led the Order of the Band ; and concluded a truce 
Tvith the Moors, who ha^d distressed his subjects 
beyond measure, and made themselves masters 
of the important fortress of Gibraltar. 

In the summer of 1335 the Castilian troops 
were called into action by an unprovoked irrup« 
tion of Henry de Solis, viceroy of Navarre ; and 
the king was threatened with the direst calami^ 
ties by the new intrigues df Don Juan Emaoud 
and Don Juan de Lara : but the invader was soon 
repulsed with great slaughter, and the two trai- 
tors were fijrst proscribed in an assembly of the 
states, and ttfterwards persuaded to elude de&- 
tructiidn by making due submission to their in<* 
jured sovereign* 
^ jy Abul Assan, king of Morocco, hearing 

1339' ^^^ ^^^ ^^^' -^^"^ Malic, had feUen in 
an encounter with the Castilians, assem^ 
Wed a numerous fleet and army in order to re- 
venge his deaths and commenced hostilities witiii 
a degree of fury expressive of impkcable resent- 
ment. The Castilian fleet was totally unable 
to resist the invaders, and fell a sacrifice in an 
unequal conflict ; and the city of Tarefa was re- 
duced to great distress by the united exertions 
of the kings of Morocco and Granada. At 
length, however, the king of Portugalmarched 
to Ihs son-in-law's assistance ; the king of Arra- 
gon seat i, fleet| for the same purpoee^ under the 



command of Don Pedro de Mcmcado ; and a 
battle ensuedyin which the Moorish princes were 
defeated with the loss of two hundred thousand 
men. 

Notwithstanding his ill success in this . 
campaign, the king of Morocco still per- ^'^' 
sisted in his sanguinary intentions, and 
seemed determined to return once more into 
Spsun* Hereupon Alphonso formed the impor* 
tant project of Kducing Algeriza, and, though 
every pos^ble exertion was made against him by 
the enemy, it was at length surrendered, by the 
kings of Morocco and Granada, and the Casti* 
lian banner was displayed upon the walls, to the 
knmortal honoured this warlike prince and his 
faithful nobles. 

The peace which followed this memorable 
exploit proved to be of short duration ; and the. 
military order 4>f Alphonso prompted him to 
undertake the recovery of Gibraltar, which had 
been unfortunately lost during his minority* 
This project, having been approved in an assem- 
bly of the states, was immediately put in execu* 
tion, and the siege was continued for twelve 
months with unremitting assiduity on the part of 
the Castilians, whilst the king of Morocco was 
prevented, by some domestic commotions, from 
attempting any thing for its relief* But at the 
very juncture when the garrison began^to think 
of capitulating, a plague broke out in the Chris- 
tian camp, and Alphonso fell a sacrifice to its 
fiiry on the 26th of March, 1349, in the thirty- 
seventh year of his reign* 

The Castilian diadem now devdved ^ 
upon Don Pedro, the only surviving son ' ' 
of Alphonso and the queen. This prince^ 
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though onlf sixteen years of age, Commenced 
his reign with such cruel and sanguinary mea- 
sures as induced his subjects to^ brand him with 
the epithet of ** Cruel." Leonora de Guzman 
was basely murdered, at the queen mother's re- 
quest, in the very act of embracing her unfortu- 
nate children ; Garcilasso de la Vega, son to the 
chancellor of Burgos, was assassinated by the 
royal command ; the estates of Don Nunez de 
Lara were confiscated without the least shadow 
of justice ; and the remonstrances of the states, 
and the salutary advice of his grandfather, the 
king of Portugal, were equally despised and dts- 
regarded by the new sovereign* 

Don Pedro appears to have acted, upon all 
occasions, in the most cruel and tyrannical man-* 
ner, insomuch that fiiends, relatives, ministers, 
and allies, were frequently sacrificed without 
pity or distinction. He appears, however, to 
have been susceptiUe of love, and to have bowed 
in admiration before the shrine of beauty ; for 
he became so violently enamoured of- a lady of 
quality, named Maria de Padilla, that his most 
infkmous courtiers converted his passion to their 
private advantages ; and his subjects generally 
believed him to be under the immediate power 
of witchcraft* 

Maria de Padilla was easily persuaded to be- 
come Pedro's mistress, though the queen dow- 
ager was actually treating of a miuriage for her 
son with Donna Bknca, daughter of the duke of 
Bourbon, and the nuptials were, soon after, so- 
lemnized between the king and that heiress. 
However, the conculnne retained her dominion 
over thcTheart of her royal lover, and the unfor^^ 
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tunate bride was sentenced first to solitary im- 
prisonment, and afterward to death. 

These violent proceedings excited the mur- 
murs of the people ; and even the queen mother^ 
\vith several of the prime nobility, were so exas- 
perated at his repeated cruelties that they deter- 
mined to renounce their allegiance, and fortified 
themselves in the city of Torro. Pedro, how- 
ever, took such active measures, and invested the 
place so quickly, that they were soon compelled 
to surrender, and such a number of victims were 
sacrificed to the king's resentment, that the queen 
dowager fainted at the horrid spectacle, and was 
removed to the palace in a state of insensibility. 

Shortly after the reduction of Torro, a a j^ 
war broke out between the crowns of Cas- '-^l 
tile and Arragon ; and, though Pedro 
gained some considerable advantages in the first 
campaign, his measures were, in a great measure 
frustrated by his own imprudence. The rebel- 
lion of Don Juan de la Cerda, and Alvaro Perez 
de Guzman, seems to have inflamed his resent- 
ment, at this time, to a pitch of ungovernable 
fury ; and he was so extremely irritated at the 
escape of some prisoners whom he had mari^ed 
out for destruction, that he actually glutted his 
revenge with the blood of his own brother Doii 
Frederic, and of his cousin Don Juan de Arra- 
gon, each of whom was inhumanly butchered 
in the royal apartments. In the following year 
he caused his aunt, Donna Leonora, to be put to 
death ; ordered the widow of Don Juan, infant 
of AiTag^, to be taken off by poison ; and or- 
dered a priest to be burnt drve for having pre- 
sumed to warn him of his approaching &te« 
His treasurer, Samuel Levi, -was also butchered 
Vol. XV. U 
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for no other reason than that the king might 
have an opportunity of appropriating his im- 
mense riches to his own use. 

Mohammed Barbaix)ssa, king of Granada, 
having made an irruption into the Castilian terri- 
toiies, Pedro concluded a peace with Arragon, 
in order to revenge this insult ; and prosecuted 
the new war with such vigour, that Mohammed 
soon found it impossible to resist his arms, and 
resolved to elude destruction by a timely sub- 
mission. With this intention he went in person 
to Seville, and was received with apparent cordi- 
ality : but the superb apparel of his attendants, 
and th^ report of his own wealth, had such an 
effect upon the avaricious mind of Pedro, that 
the new vassal was suddenly proclaimed a trai- 
tor, exposed to public derision, and eventually 
massacred, with all his attendants. 
^ jy About this time, died Maria Padilla, 
1 361- 'caving one son and three daughters to 
the protection of her loven Pedro was 
desirous of legitimating these children, and car- 
ried his design, in an assembly of the states, by 
asserting that he had espoused their mother pre- 
viously to his marriage with Donna Blanca. 
Three witnesses were produced in support of 
this declaration ; and Don Alphonso was ac*- 
knowledged heir to the crown: but that prince 
was soon summoned aw^y by the angel of death ; 
and the king was so deeply afflicted at his loss, 
that he settled all his affairs under the apprehen- 
sion of falling a victim to unconquerable grief. 
Meanwhile, Henry de Transtamare, having 
escaped from the hands of his unnatural brother, 
and obtained the protection of Charles V. king 
of France, cpUected a prodigious number of ad^ 
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venturers for the conquest of Castile, under the 
banners of Bertrand du Guesclin, and Count de 
la Marche, whom he appointed heads of the ex- 
pedition. Some English officers also tendered 
their assistance, and the king of Arragon em^ 
braced with ardour the scheme of deposing his 
cruel enemy. Pedro exerted all his abilities 
against the invaders, and carried on hostilities, 
for some time, with tolerable success ; but his 
efforts were at length overpowered, and Henry- 
was solemnly placed on the throne of Castile. 

Pedro was no sooner assured that his rival had 
mounted the throne, than he retired to Guienne, 
and implored the assistance of Edward, sumam- 
ed the Black Prince- Edward cheerfully accept- 
ed an offer which might counterbalance the glory 
of the French, and gave his suppliant a body of 
troops which soon reinstated him in all his dig- 
nities ; but his competitor soon found means to 
raise new auxiliaries, and a battle was fought, 
in the spring of 1369, between the two brothers, 
which proved fatal to Don Pedro ; for the foix:es 
of that prince were quickly defeated, and he was 
(tispatched by the incensed victor, and his atten- 
dants. This monster of cruelty died in the 
thirty-fourth year of his age, and the nineteenth. 
of his reign. He left behind him one hundred 
and fifty millions, in^ld and silver, besides aa 
immense treasure in plate and jewels ; and had 
issue by two concubines besides Maria Padilla*. 

Don Henry took immediate possession -^ 
of his brother's dominions, though his ^'^g* 
pretensions were disputed by many of 
the Castilian nobles, and he was threatened with 
a formidable invasion by the kings of Portugal, 
Arragon, and Granada. To an ordinary mind 
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these obstacles might have appeared iosuperable : 
but Henry acted with such prudence in the cabi- 
net, and such heroism in the field, that his ene- 
mies were eventualiy compelled to solicit a peace; 
and he found himself sufikiently powerful to 
make a claim upon the Portuguese diadem in 
right of a princess whom he had married* This 
claim occasioned some hostilities, by which the 
generality of the people were necessarily sufferers : 
but these were soon terminated ; and Henry re- 
tained the CastiUan sceptre with great glcu^ for 
ten years. Historians are much divided in their 
opinions of his death, some affirming that he 
fell a victim to a natural disease, and others- as- 
serting that he was taken off by poison. 
. jy Don Juan succeeded his &ther without 
1379. opposition, and was solemnly crowned, 
with his consort Leonora, in the city of 
Burgos. He resembled the deceased prince, ex- 
ceedingly in his temper, and exerted himself up^- 
on all occasions to protect his subjects in the 
full enjoyment of peace : yet he exhibited great 
courage in repressing theattacks of bis enemies, 
and acquired a considerable degree of reputa- 
tion by the prudence and execution of his military 
designs. On the decease of his first queen he 
espoused the infanta Donna Beatrix of Por- 
tugal ; and by that marriage acquired a title to 
the dominions of his father-in*law Ferdinand. 

Shortly after the celebration of his second nup- 
tials, the king was informed that his brother Al- 
phonso had shaken off his allegiance, and forti- 
fied himself in Gijon. Accordingly he hastened 
to invest that place, and soon compelled the trsu- 
tor to surrender. About the same time it was 
agreed, in an assembly of the states, that the era 



SPAIK* 2!^ 

at Casar, which had been hitherto used, should' 
be laid aside for that of Christ. 

Upon the twenty-second of October, 1383, 
Portugal was involved in confusion by the death 
of Ferdinand, and Don Juan determined to assert 
his right to the crown by force of arms : but, af- 
ter several sang^nary conflicts, he was obliged 
to abandon his enterprise, and his own dominions 
tvere,'so6n afterwards, invaded by John of Gaunt, 
duke of Lancaster. This invader, however, 
consented to withdraw his pretensions, on con- 
dition that the infant Don Henry should espouse^ 
one of the duke's daughters ; that six hundred 
thousand pieces of gold should be paid for the 
expences of the war ; that the duchess of Lan- 
caster should receive forty thousand franks per 
annum ; and that the heir apparent to thecrownr 
of Castile should bear the title of ** Prince of 
AstHrias."* "^ 

Shortly after the cessation of hostil- ^ 
ities, Juan erected a new order of knight- x^qq 
hood, which he styled that of the " Holy 
Ghost." He also exerted himself successfully 
to obtain the dismissal of some Christians -of 
distinction from the city of Morocco; and 
had the satisfaction of receiving their ^grateful • 
acknowledgments, on the road to Burgos : but,' 
whilst he was attending with great delight, ta 
some equestrian exercises, he was unfortunate- 
Jy thrown by his own horse, and crushed to* 
death. Such was the unfortunate end of a mo- 
narch wha was universally celebrated for his 
justice and munificence, and whoj upon one- 
occasion, offered to resign his crown, under the 
idea Uiat his people were not sufficiently happy- 
iot^his administration.. 

US 
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Henty III. had scarcely entered the eleventh 
year of nis age, when he succeeded his &tfaer od 
the^ throne of Castile. The treasury was, at this 
time, burthened with the maintenance of six 
princesses, besides the children of Pedro the 
Cruel ; and the intrigues of the duke de Bena- 
Tente were extremely perpkpsing to the regency* 
Henry, therefore, resolved to assume the ma* 
nagement of affairs, ahd^ in the thirteenth yea^ 
of his age, espoused the princess Catherine of 
I,<ancaster, pursuant to the will of his deceased 
parent. He then endeavoured to make some re- 
Irenchments in the splendid establishments of the 
royal £unily, and, though this measure exdted 
great disturbances, he carried his pdnt, and 
compelled the rebellious princes and nobles to 
submit to his authority. He also renewed the 
truce which Don Juan had concluded with the 
king of Granada; and effectually suppressed 
some factions which had disturbed the public 
tranquillity of Murcia. 

In consequence of the surpiisal of Ba- 

2 * * dajos, and a hostile attempt upon Albu- 
' querque, Don Hemy resolved to make 
war upon Portugal, and made some grtat pre- 
parations, for that purpose, both by land snd 
sea : in the course of a few months, however^ he 
was prevailed on to conclude a truce for teat 
years, and turned his arms against the corsairs 
of Barbary, who had long given great annoy- 
ance to the Castilians. In th^ summer of 1401 
the king received an embassy from Tameriane 
the Great ; and in the following year, his bn^her^ 
Don Ferdina2)d, instituted a new order of knight« 
hood, which he called de la Jarra, because the 
device was a jar, or flower-pot^ filled with lilies* 
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In the spring of 1404| the king convened an 
assembly of the states at Madrid, and caused 
some new laws to be enacted for moderating 
the exorbitant usury which had been hitherto 
taken by the Jews ; and for obliging ^he concu* 
bines of priests to wear a mark of distinctioa 
upon their head dress. In the course of this year 
he built the royal palace of Madrid, which was 
afterwards destroyed by fire ; the iUcaxal of 
Murcia ; and the pleasant country villa called 
Pardo* 

Whilst Henry was employed in adorning and 
providing for the security of his dominions, the 
-Moors seemed disposed to renew hostilities, and, 
^fter some time, the king of Granada laid siege 
to Guezada with an army of four thousand 
horse, and twenty-five thousand foot. The in- 
vader, however, was repulsed with considerable 
loss, and Don Henry began to entertain a hope 
of subverting the Moorish kingdom ; but whilst 
he was projecting a scheme for the extirpation 
pf the hifidels, he died of a slow poison which 
had been either ignorantly or maliciously admin- 
istered by a Jewish physician* His funeral ob* 
sequies were performed with the utmost solem- 
nity, and the generality of his subjects deplored 
him, with tears of real distress, as one of the best 
and most indulgent princes that had ever swayed 
the Castilian sceptre. 

Don Juan II. was but fourteen months old at 
t^ time of his &ther's death, but he found a sin- 
cere friend in the person of his uncle Ferdinand, 
who indignantly rejected some base insinuations 
of the nobles, and avowed his intention of sup- 
porting the interests of the youi^ sovereign to 
the utmost of his ability. 
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The Moors hoped to have taken advantage 
of the king's minority, and exerted themselves 
«o vigorously that they brought an army of eigh- 
ty thousand combatants into the field : but Feitii- 
nand repulsed them with great success, and the 
combined squadrons of Tunis and Tremecen 
were utterly defeated by the Castilians* The 
king of Granada, however, continued to levy 
fresh forces, and resolved to attempt the reduc- 
tion of Alcaudeta ; but his army was soon com- 
pelled to raise the siege, and he solicited a truce 
for eight months, which was readily granted, and 
afterwards extended at the request of his suc<^ 
cessor. 

Towards the close of the year 1412, Don Fer- 
dinand was elected to fill the throne of Arragon,- 
and immediately repaired to Saragossa, where 
the ceremony of his coronation was performed 
with due solemnity. He met, indeed, with a- 
formidable opposition from the count de Urgel ; 
but, by the assistance of some Castilian forces, 
he humbled his competitor's ambition, and es- 
tablished himself firmly in his new dominions. 
However, he did not long enjoy his new dignity ;• 
for he died on the second of April, 1416, leaving^ 
the crown to his son Alphonso. By the demise 
of this amiable prince the regency of Castile de- 
volved solely ujion the queen dowager, who made 
4:hoice of a council to assist her in the adminis- 
tration, and continued to instruct her son in the 
best manner that was possible amidst the cabals 
by which he was surrounded. This princess 
died on the first of June 1418, and her son^ 
though only in his twelfth year, was proclaimed 
of full age, and married to Donna Maria^ daugh- 
ter of the king of Arragon. 
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Shordj after he had assumed ^® S^ a d 

vemment, the kii^ fell into the hanids j^^^* 
of his cousin, Henry of Arragon, whO) 
on (Meteoce of providing for his safety, detained 
him prisoner at Tordesillas, till he was liberated 
by Don Alvarez de Luna, constable of Castile, 
who, afterwards, became his particular favourite 
and adviser. 

Thebehaviour of Don Henry on this occasion 
inspired the king with the utmost rage, and in* 
duced him to throw the offender into confine- 
ment ; the infant Don Juan was also compelled 
to disband his troops ; and the misunderstanding 
rose so high between the crowns pf Castile and 
Arragon, that military preparations were made 
on both sides. The commencement of hostilities, 
however, was delayed; and a treaty was at 
length concluded, by which Don Henry was to 
be set at liberty, and restored to his possessions, 
and the circumstance of his imprisonment was 
to be forgiven by the king of Arragon* 

Scarcely had the two« monarchs executed this 
treaty, before the Castilian nobles began to cla- 
mour against Alvaro de Luna, and carried their 
accusations to such a pitch, that the king was 
obliged to banish his fovourite from court : yet 
the turbulent lords were dissaUsfied, and, after 
several viptent disputes, the constable was re- 
called by a majority of voices* This occurrence 
was followed by a sanguinary war between the 
crowns of Castile and Arragon, and some for* 
midable exertions of the Castilian malecontents : 
but the king, Don Juan, was generally victcm- 
ous, and eventually obtained a peace upon ho* 
nourable terms* 
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Anxious to render some important service io 
his country, and to acquire a greater degree of 
military reputation, Don Juan resolved to turn 
his arms upon the infidels, and took the earliest 
opportunity of coming to a general engagement. 
Accordingly he appeared, at the head of a nu- 
merous army, in the plains of Granada, and de- 
feated the enemy, with the loss of thirty thou- 
sand men.' In the course of the same year, the 
conqueror concluded an advantageous treaty 
with the king of Portugal ; and caused the king 
of Granada to be dethroned by Joseph Ben Mu- 
ley, 'grandson of that unfortunate prince who 
perished by the tyrannical command of Pedro 
the Cruel. 

' After some obstinate conflicts with Don Juan 
de Soto, grand master of Alcantara, the infants 
Henry and Pedro, and other malecoh tents, the 
king renewed hostilities against the Moors with 
tolerable success ; but though he triumphed re- 
peatedly over these formidaUe enemies, and con- 
cluded an advantageous peace vidth the kings, of 
Arragon and Navaire, his dominions were li- 
terally convulsed by factions, and a spirit of re- 
bellion seemed to reig^ predominant among his 
people : fresh clamours were also raised against 
Alvaro de Luna ; the queen concurred in the 
measures of the rebel chiefs ; the prince of As- 
turias took up arms against his royal father, and 
;twice made him prisoner ; many of the principal 
nobles were arrested, proscribed, and executed ; 
and Don Alvarez, who had never been remiss in 
his duty upon these critical occasions, was even- 
tually abandoned by his patron, and doomed to 
perish by the hands of a public executioner. 
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Thi^ sacrifice of the grand master of St, Jago 
and high constable, was accompanied with great 
pomp, in order to make the stronger impression 
on the spectators. The scaffold was erected in 
one of the most public places in Valladolid, and 
upon a table stobd a crucifix, between two light- 
ed flambeaux. When the sentence of death 
"was read to the prisoner, he acknowledged that 
his sins had merited a severer punishment, and 
reminded one of his attendants, that his hat and 
ring, which he presented to him in a most affec- 
tionate manner, were the last favours he had to bes- 
tow. He then questioned the executioner respect- 
ing the use of a high pole with an iron hook af- 
fixed to the top ofjt, and, on being informed that 
his head was to be placed upon it, he exclaimed^ 
*' You may do as you please with my remains ;, 
for no death can be shameful which is supported 
with courage and intrepidity." After express-; 
ing a wish that the prince of Asturias might not 
follow the example of the reigning monarch3 in 
remunerating his old servants, he laid himself 
upon a carpet, and, without the least apparent 
emotion, submitted his throat to the execution* 
er*s poniard. His head was then severed from 
his body, and exposed to the view of the popu- 
lace. His remsdns were interred at St. Andrew's, 
where, criminals were usually buried : but per- 
mission was, afterwards, granted to remove them 
to the church of St. Francis in Valladolid, and 
from thence to St. James's chapel, belonging to 
the cathedral of Toledo, which was of his own 
foundation. 

The king, Don Juan, is said to have express- 
ed much regret at the loss of this minister : for 
he soon found that instead of silencing the cabala 
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of his courtiers by so great a sacrifice^ he had 
lessened his own power of curbing their inso* 
lence, and he was eventually induced to keep a 
guard of eight thousand lances about his own 
person. These circumstances preyed consider- 
ably upon his spirits, and threw him into a fever, 
which put a period to his mortal existence on tlie 
twenty first of July 1453, 
^ ^ Henry IV. took possession of the va* 

1453' ^^^^ throne, immediately after the per- 
formance of his father's obsequies ; and 
affected, by his behaviour as a sovereign, to ob- 
literate all recollection of the actions which had 
been perpetrated by the prince of Asturias. He 
liberated some persons of distinction from pri- 
son ; renewed the anci^it alliance wiHi the court 
of France ; regulated the treaty of accommo- 
dation which had been begun l>etween his i>re- 
decessor and the queen of Arragon ; and con- 
trived to negociate a marriage with Donna Jo- 
anna, in&nta of Portugal, though that princess 
was no stranger to the suspicions which had been 
excited among the Spaniards by the dissolution 
of his former marriage with the tnfanta of Na- 
varre. 

The spring of 1454 opened with an expetHtion 
against the Moors ; but nothing was accomptish<« 
ed worthy of particular narration. The kmg 
then resolved on an excursion to the coast of 
Barbary, and accomplished his design, thougli 
not without much difficulty and danger. Dur- 
ing his absence a confederacy was formed, 
among some of the Castilian lords, to procure a 
reformation in the government, and he had the 
mortification to hear his conduct loudly con- 
demned as altogether unworthy the name and 



diarajcter of a sovereign prhice* However, he 
thought it advisable to adopt lenient measures^ 
and promised that all grievances should be re- 
dressed, provided the progress of the war against 
the infidels were not impeded* This declaration 
seemed to produce its desired success ; for the 
states consented to carry on hostilities against 
^e enemies of their religion ; and a dangerous 
rebellion which had been rsdsed, in Murcia, by 
Don Alonso Fijardo, was happily suppressed* 

Henry, however, was conscious of meriting 
the contempt of his nobles, and laboured to 
Bhi^d himself from the effects of their resent- 
ment by rai«ng up new &milies to considerable 
posts of honour, supposing that gratitude would 
unquestionably follow such signal marks of 
fevour. With this view he made Michael Luc 
his secretary, constable, though the towns which 
he assigned for his revenue refused tt> acknow- 
ledge their new master ; bestowed the master- 
ship of Alcantara on Gome2 de Solis, a gentle- 
man of decayed fortunes ; and made Bernard 
de la Cueva, master of his household. 

The generality of historians have ^ j^ 
agreed that Henry IV. was justly sus- j^^^,' 
pected of impotence, and his own subjects 
were of omnion, that the in^ta Donna Joanna, 
who was flbm in the year 146 1 , was in reality the 
fruit of an illicit commerce between the queen 
and Bernard de la Cueva, the king's chief fa- 
vourite. Henry was extremely anxious to per- 
suade the people into a contrary belief, and 
caused the infanta to be solemnly acknowledged 
heiress of the crown ; but many of the nobles 
treated this proceeding with tbe utmost con» 

Vol. XV. X 
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Tfae coujpt of Cftfttile seepQ» to hi/ve bcmi « 
tboatpe of coQtaitioi& botveeft tiic t«# prinaptl 
fiivouiites, Semard d« la Ciiev^ mi4 the mftt^ 

in excitiBg ttem agwmt each other hf beatow- 
iog the apoila of the ooe i»poQ the otheri aAconb 
lOg aa ha ^thhet4 or lavished haa kindiifaa. At 
lengkht howevery ViUeoa triiin»phe4 «var Ui 
compiatkopy though he eodeaveimd to ciclvastce 
the interesta ^ Bei<tiia«ieja» hy adwiBg Heitf^r 
tofaeatow kia maiiWi i9 fBarrk^e) on the k^g of 
F^rto^^i). laaUeUfttepbed)^^ that aha wouU9ever 
maivy wttboot the comwiAt of the atatea of Cas- 
tile :" upon which ViUena<iiHPe4 ho& her asd 
her bfothor Alphonse to i»tiie from the. ^omit^ 
and, soon after, gvatified hia fftaeoHw^mt by fc*^ 
vottHAg a leagiie whioh had hooa fiMioed efaUiaC 
hia weak master* 

While the kiiig wae gyewhafcwcid with 009^ 
«lm»ation.«t the idea of a geMnl revolt, tiht 
confiederatea c f m aed a apactoua tfioaftre to^ \m 
erected in the great phdn ijtot lieaoBt ooe akfe of 
Avila, aa diat all the miiltitQde fefortaog thithor 
might hove a dear view aod oon^eehenfliQii of 
the whole buunesa. UiMDa»agl^fieeatthrQiio> 
in the oentpaof the atage, aat 4^ figure of Ook 
Hemy with a diademoii hia head, a 9ce|iti« in 
hia hand, and the rojral lobe on hia dMNddeni* 
After a pauae of conaidarafale leogd^ a heiaid 
came forward and read a declaai^m eontainiiig 
the mptivea which we» accounted auSaioBt £ar 
depriving him of the regid dignitju WhilBt tho 
herald was thua emplofedt & arohhishiH^ ^ 
Toledo^ the marquia de ViUena, the gvand isaa- 



tntctioii) ttf^ped tint iiMife of ftB tfee nyp*! otc 
nMTMiiQij luWrioGiBed it w«r«j^ iPOA idie tbfDd^ 
addm^ tfaeiaoftabinlt^ttiA «omiinielioU8 )ni^ 
Ifitfigt* The iittet Don Al^faniM tiM ^ma 
filaecd Oft tbe ibmw wMi all poM^bte Miettinlf. 
tf 9 i^tlie{iitlilttftldidiMbleifilkaw»«jptxs(leAt 
dM iMMRMge to \Am; Urn Mstiiu^ %«i% £*^ 
played hi kk hmm ; th« titmip«i»soufided $ and 
tltte ^n ei Atte teMutided wi^ MdamtitittM. 
of ^ C«Mik I CAStile I Long Hve the ktfig> Doft 
Al|yh0iiso ol Citft^le MdLeoB I" 

Alber thi» «xtemi^g«Di a^ <^ rebcHion^ the 
archbishop of Toledo pvo^med limrdiitig, at the 
lieaid Off a imttHittMift army to cniah the king at 
SaianuHica t b«t the maf^is do Villena etaried 
tteveral objectkixi» agailiftt tiuii molioii, and ^Te 
iioti6etoDofl(iieiiiytobeti{Mihfaff«Mrd« The 
anclAisiu^ ir«t» mmch iHapleased at hit nephew's^ 
mbseqiieiit condtict ; kut ViUena oM^teij bf 
a maatMHMitAbe of pottey^ to reiaMattr hhifiself 
isk^ hia good obMob* The klfig idio reeoiverQd 
the fitvoor of uie ooaiedefaM% by ptomkiksfi to 
fite hift aistor to Doti Pedno do QifOtt^ VMI{Sia*6 
kratber ; But whafait tk» praparattoM were »iak- 
kfg for the ttuptialty Hue iiMMided bridegioom 
wa« aumaflKmed to- a ItMre^ state) and Isabdla 
fejoiced id hea* deliiFesaiice htMn suiliafi usequkil 
oaiottb 

NoMithitttidifig the death of 6iro%yie bha- 
penskm ^anhs betweta the kiog and die niide- 
«oiMitiita€oatiiiued ; and he waa at loagth re-'es- 
tibtiskMKl oil Ike ikKme ky ^le demke of Die 
y<wag Aipke i i uOj n^ikb) thoagk extieni^ aud- 
^kn diaeaiiot «|>peaf 16 kafe boen oecaflsMed tqc 
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. Tlii» accident was no sooner made pubfic than 
the archbishop of Toledo and the grand master 
of Su James ccmducted the infanta. Donna Isa- 
bella, to Avila, and offered to place the crown 
upcyi her head ; but she modestly declined their 
proposal, reminding them that the Castilian dia- 
dem was held £rom God by the laws, and observ- 
ing that they would render hier a more acceptable 
service by prevailing on the king to declare her 
presumptive heiress of his dominions* This in- 
timation was received with the utmost af^lause ; 
Henry was informed of his sister's loyal inclina- 
tions ; and the succession was, soon afterwardi 
altered in favour of Isabella. 

The marriage of the royal heiress was now 
the chief object of consideration, as upon that 
must necesiiarily depend the lustre of the crowa 
and the tranquillity of the nation. Don Juan, I 

king of Arragon, earnestly desired to procure 
the princess for his son Don Ferdinand, whom . 

he had recently invested with the sovereignty . 

of Sicily ; the king of Portugal sent an am- 
bassador to demand the infanta's hand ; and a 
.tumilar proposal anived soon after from the 
duke of Berry. Isabella quickly fixed her 
.choice, and, by the assistance of the archbishop 
of Toledo, was married to the king of Sicily at 
the cathedral of Valladolid. Don Henry was 
highly incensed at this measure, which had \ 

been taken without his privity ; and expressed 
.his resentment, soon a&er, by issuing out an 
edict which annulled the treaty of accommoda- 
tion with Isabella, and declared the right of 
succession to be in the infsuita Donna Joanna. 
By the advice of Villena, that princess wa&be- 
iix>thed to the duke of Berry, but he di^d b«- 



toftt the iHJp'Bds edidd ht ttMiiMffi t tt new 
^heme was «et on fe6t fin* ftutftyhig her to 
Don Hoity, 6f Atttigon ; but thb ateo was ren- 
dered aboil3ve> and the Aiarqtik dtt ViHewn 
went «i ptrmm to Portujeal witft «he hope cf tf- 
fcdifng an tmton between Betfraneja «nd the 
<0Tercign of that kkigdbtth 

Towaftte the close of 1473 ^ temporary fe^ 
conciliation was efl^ted between die king and 
his sister, and the long of "l^eiiy was poHtely 
ipvited t» Se^viatf^^but VHlena Mon mspited 
his^tnaster with ftcsh prejudiCM, and exerted- 
» his talents so successfully, that both the printtess 
ahd her htt^mnd woisld ha>f« been arrested, if 
""the fefrwier'hod not fimnd an asyhwn in the 
eicadbl of Segom, and the fatter safed'hiinaei^ 
by a prccipiiaatc reta«ati 

The matiyeHS de Viltena «iteHed ail his elo^ 
t^oence i& acconiplisli his diqingn witfi respect 
16 Donna Joanna, and he, at length) btnnght the 
Fortnguese monatish ho pfomise that he wo«i!d 
aKJcept the proposal, ¥t he could arrange afRiim 
in such a nrnfiner as to allbrd afty prc^fiality 
of success. VHlena, however, was soon carried 
oir by a disorder in the thi«oat, and his death 
was quickly Mlowedr fff that of his »>yal 
patron. 

Don Henry had been^ for some time, 
hi a languishmg mie of heaibh ; and ^Jy 
the appearance of ids approaching dis- 
solution induced his physicians to put him in 
mind of preparing to leave the world* Upol^ 
thra intimation, cafdinai Menrioea, t^e count dr 
Bcnavente, and the ytwng manjnis de Vilienji, 
Were duihmoned to court ; where the king con- 
fessed and received the sacrament- On being 
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aaked whom he had declared h^if^to ha domn 
nionSf who were the executors of his will, and 
where he desired to be buried) he replied, that 
Donna Joanna was his sole heiress ; that the 
executors whotn he had ^chosen were cardinal 
Mendoza, the marquis de ViHena, and the counts 
of Placenda and^Benavente ; and that he wished 
his remains to be deposited near those of his 
mother, in the convent of Guadalupe* The ex-? 
ertion which attended these observations threw 
him into an agony of body, , and he expired, 
after a few hours, in the twentieth year o£ his' 
reign* ^ 

Henry IV. sumamedthe Impotent, is said, by 
the Spanish historians, to have been {nous and re- 
ligious ; but his behaviour toward his father, his 
indolent disposition, and want of application, ob- 
scured his good qualities if he really possessed 
any* Though he does not seem to have been cru- 
el by nature, he caused a dreadful efiusion of 
blood by his indiscretion ; and it must certainly 
be acknowledged, that if he wished to be a good 
king he made no effort to become so. 

Upon the demise of this prince, the crowns of 
Castile and * Arragon were happily united in 
the persons of Ferdinand and Isabella, and all th« 

* Arragon, which was first erected into a kingdom by 
Don Sancho the Great in the year xi^» and continued 
under a regalar succession of princes for the space of three 
hundred and thirty-nine years, was perpetually engaged iu 
wars with the infidels, or in disputes with the crown of 
Castile, as appears in the preceding pages. However, it 
gradually acquired importance ; and, at the time of Fer- 
dinand's accession to the Castiiian dominions, it was very 
considerable in point of territory, commerce, and mar^tinoj; 
.|)owcr. 
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Christiai] pmicipalities in Spain found them- 
selves under, one. sceptre, as will appear in the 
foUowing chapter. 



CHAPTER III. 

Frwi the Union of the SfiarUah Kingdomsy to the 
MdkatUm of Charles J. conanMy called the Em^ 
furor Charles V. 

'T'HE news of Don Henry's death ^ ^ 
•*• was no sooner made public than j^^^/ 
Don Ferdinand and Donna Isabella were 
proclaimed, at Segovia, amidst loud acclama* 
tions ; and the fidelity of their new subjects en* 
abled them to defeat all the designs of their ene^ 
mies. The marquis of Villena took every pos* 
4ible precaxition for the security of the in&nta Jo- 
anna ; the king of Portugal entered Castile at 
the head of an army, and assumed the titles to 
which, he pretended in right of his betrothed 
wife ; and the country began to languish under 
the horrors of a civil war ; but Villena's policy 
was eventually confounded, the malecontents 
were reduced to obedience, and the Portuguese 
invaders were repulsed wiUi consideraUe loss. 
. In the spring of 1478, Don Ferdinand waa 
obliged, in consequence of his father's death, to 
make a tour into his hereditary dominions ; and 
the weight of the Castilian government was en- 
tirely supported, during his absence, by Donna 
Isabella. That princess, however, acted with 
the utmost prudence and vi^ance ; and carried 
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im^iMr#itfiBuehf«dDlutiMi9 Itatt^tiftg^^r 
PbrtttgMl thought pfopcf* t» piHdiase a peaice at 
the expence of his ambiticm ; aftd fbe infciita hh 
anna reUred into a monastery. 

Ferdinand and isahella were certainly persons 
of great prudence, and admirably adapted to go- 
Tem those ext^iaive territoriesr which had -long 
groaned beneath the ill effects of contending par* 
lies and di'vided powers: yet they do not seem to 
lia^ merited att'the praises which hare been la- 
vished upon their characters by Spanish histori- 
ans. They did not live like man and wife, but 
rather tike two sot^reign princes in close alli- 
ance ; tey seemed to be onitied HBMfier by the 
bonds of intemst than tlie silken chains of lo^, 
and they ^v«ve frequently jeidoiis of each other in 
the adminntiatfon, though they generally ae«ed 
upon the same principles and forwarded the seaxtt 
pwpuuufl. 

The fint dbjectof their attention, suhaeqvtent 
III the peace mHi Pbituga], was <lie regulation 
0f the gonnsmaient, which the iMte eitil wan had 
thrown into the moat dfeadM eonl^sion. Ra^ 
pine, outrage^ and murder, had become ao com<^ 
mon in tnoift patts oi the country, tbeA coift- 
merce was intertupted^ and even the intercourse 
between ^tant towns was, in a great measure, 
suspaadod^ These evHa were therefore sup* 
pressed by the timely interposition c( the sove- 
ffigns, and tiie sprits of ^le CaslSrians weref 
levi ved by the institution of several requisite taxd 
salutary laws : tmt whilst ^leir catholic majes- 
des were thus employed in giving vigour to their 
^vermnent and tranquitlity to their people, an 
intempemte 2eal led Khem to introduce an ec« 
desiastical tribunal into their do}ninion% which 
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TgiaB equally disgraceEul to htimaii nature^ and iiv- 
consistent with the mild spirit of Christianitf. 
This was the court of iiiquisitiony which war 
authorized, by the Roman pontiff, to decide up- * 
ob the liberty, fortune, and life' of any indivi- 
dual who should be accused of holding heretical 
opinions, or of expressing any contempt for the 
ceremonies of the church, without his being al- 
lowed to offer a. defence, or even to be confront- 
ed with his accuser. Two thousand persons are 
said to have suffered death under Torquemada, 
the first inquisitor general ; and a prodigious 
number of Jews and Mahometans quitted the 
country with precipitation in order to elude a si- 
milar &te* 

The augmenting strength of the Spanish gc>* 
yemment ^announced to the Moots their sure 
destruction ; and their catholic majesties made 
formidable preparations for the reduction of Gi^ap 
na^ which now alone remained of all the Ma- 
hometan posisessions in 3p^n. To this attempt 
.they were equally induced^y a thirst of £aiae 
and an ardent desire of planting the Christian 
feith in that fertile territory ; a crusade was rea- 
dily granted by the pope for the accomplishment 
. of that desirable project ; and the unhappy dis- 
sensions which prevailed among the Moors faci- 
litated the design of their formidable enemies* 
i^erdinand marched into the Moorish dominions 
at the head of a numerous army, and, with the 
assistance of his royal consort, gained some im- 
portant advantages : the cities of Malaga, Baza» 
Guadix, and Almeria, were successively taken ; 
all communication with Africai was totally cut 
•ff ; and the city of Granada was invested^ aftei: 



mmmffokmrfwrnt ^ tMBtenft 
by tfae Cliiiiittni. fbccesk 

Everf ivadcmte is poBsfeBt^ Hm lent sesitl- 
f&ent ^ homatiitf tmwt coniitfiserale tlie «mI 
liiite<tf the iiii^irmnateMoDr8yWb6'i««ire, actkte 
juactoPC) ^ittroKed Vf n Moidty of piim6nn% 
CTOMT^ed tooedier in one tky, and besieged bf 
MS avmy of sev<eiiiy thoaifimd nieii^ Ceoscknit. 
eC their approachn^: <^^r i^id rendered fiwi<k 
bf deif«ir> tiugr eemetiiiies aftaesoA^edki tnmtA* 
tOQiwcmwit tx> miplofe the aMiMaoee of their 
peopiiet) ta la*d their ttofoituiiMe ki«g with 
execratkiie, or to weep in indescribable an^Bth 
crter 4iie toAibti of thcor aticettOfB? eeinethine^ 
they rushed out with unbridled fury u^n Ite 
Chrittiaii% aa if answiia lo meet ite deafiti which 
4wy an eiqiecced $ and somcflmea they fo&ll 
KMo a sto{m> throttgh mere w^aiteesa, and j 

seemed eodrely regardteta of tiier fe«e« Aftet < 

»«iegeol eight moota) howevery tbefiKceMai 
mrvaideffed, oti cotidttion tbeit the tebabitflMtt' 
eimitd vetinti poaseaston <tf their Imisea and m- 
ketiiances, and tit^ tfae extxdse of their relii' 
glOA^ md that tiie Ismg^ Abdali, shettid ttc&f^ 
the revenues of fome fenile temtories in the 
inouHtaiiis of Alpojarfos. Thos the hnportatii 
ibrtrefls of Gtaoada, after hairing been held by 
the Moors near seven huncfered aad eighty yearS) 
was agaitt brought under the power of the Christ 
tiansy and ^te banner of the ctost, together with 
the standards of St. laases and CastUe^ were trii- 
nmphantiy displayed on die towers of the At«^ 
hiBnbiu« 

After delineati^ the llrvely SmrttB ei the 
Mo«r« 4nnn£ <he riege «f tiseiff a^iMy \at is 



kft jmliQe t^fovarit tet E anii Piai sad lit^ 
^bella ftcquciidycmployeAiDiiMlyiirfj dcaaenej^ 
md pevanatUsfit to frcilitate tbardeaigfis ; Huit 
tbey readily tNBmutJked any pesDns to venofft 
imp the Chnrtian atatea, or to retire ta African; 
and that they puaiahed wlith t)>e aioateze]ii<-> 
{dary severity two Spamah ca|Maiiia who had 
mimlefed aome «f th& infidek oonmitted to 
thehrcare* 

The MahoTfwiit of Gmaadawevey ftraame 
tiaae, aUotwfdtheMaeniaynientof IfaeiraKieiit 
wordi^ tiMogfa they wseoeeTentnaliy compelled 
toqj^reatortoqokthQcotmtry ; bttttha.^8fwa 
were pergccoted with f*teat arvenly immediatefy 
lAer die redttdioii of tibe city ; and near eight 
hundred ^omond individinla «f that mtioa 
veve driven into baniahmaiit at the es^ivatioii 
of six mntha* About tlaa time, Chnatopiier 
CMumhttB xooclttded a contract with iDmuia 
Ifl^ilfla ibr the diacovery «f new cawtne% 
'wfaioh he acemn^had with so mooh hoaium 
to hiasaelf and advantage to the cnviin of CaB» 
lUa;; and the oountMs of Cendngiie aod Romii* 
Ion WOK reatored by Ghaitea VIIL of Franoa 
ippniiimilji iiihin i iiiMUliliiiia mj^ninil Tulji Their 
aitiKiKc m^eiliea Ithewiae conclnded an^ttiaiioe 
with tht empeaer MaxiHiiHaB, and a araaty of 
marriage between thdr dai^ghter Joanna and hia 
aoo PUlip) aiofaduhe of Austria, and aofeieigti 
^ the Nedieriands. fai the ibUowing year, the 
priBcoM Mavgaret of Austria arrived in Spain, 
tod bestowad her hand on the prhice of Aa» 
tnriaa ; and Bopna IsabeBa, who had pasaed 
her ^me, dazkig herwidowhood, in acta of de* 
aotkm, waa prevailed on to espouse the king 
flf Poitugal* Both these marriages, however. 
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fvoved unfortunate ; for the prince of Asturiaii 
died, in a few months, at Salainanca ; and the* 
.queen of Portugal expired likewise, after giving 
birth to a prince who was named 'Don Michael, 
«nd acknowledged heir to the dominions of his 
t father, and the'king of Spain. 

In the autumn of 1499, the archbi* 
• 1499. sloops of Toledo and Granada were 
ordered to attempt the conversion of 
the Moorish families resident in Gr^ada, or 
to compel them to retire into Africa, as they 
had been recently accused of holding a private 
correspondence with tl^eir countrymen, and of 
inviting them to make a descent upon the Spa- 
nish coast. The primate seemsf to have de- 
feated his own intentions by the hastiness of 
his temper ; but the bishop of Granada applied 
himself with unwearied assiduity to the dis- 
char^of his duty, and made a conside Able im- 
pression on several of the most inteliil^nt 
among the Mahometans. By the persuasions 
of this prelate and the interference of the civil 
power* th|B people were induced to profess a 
conversion to the faith of their conquerors ; and 
on the 18th of December, their principal mosqpD 
was consecrated for the performance of Chris- 
tian woiship. However, the insincerity of the 
new converts was soon manifested by a general 
insurrection ; and Don Ferdinand was obliged 
to raise a numerous army in order to.re^ce 
them to obedience. Ano^er revolt took jrface 
in the Alpujarros, but the rebels were quickly 
subdued, and consented to pay ten pistoles 
a &mily on condition of being permitted to re- 
tire into Barbary. Shortly after these occur- 
rences, the archduke Philip, and his consort 
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Jbatma, arrived in Spain, and were acknow- 
ledged ^he legal successors to the crowns of 
Castile and Arragon. 

Upon the first intelligence of a rapture be- . 
tween the emperor and the court of France, the 
archduke resolved upon returning into his own 
dominions, notwithstanding the remonstrances 
of the king and the earnest entreaties of his 
princess* He, accordingly, set out fiK>m Ma- 
drid on the 1 9th of December, and gave a fresh 
cause of offence to his &ther-in-Iaw, by con- 
cluding a treaty with the king of France* On 
the 10th of March, Donna Joanna was de- 
livered of a son, who was baptized by the name 
of Ferdinand ; but the consequences of her de- 
livery deranged her mind ; and this circum- 
stance hurried the queen, Isabella, to her grave. 
By her will she left the crown of Castile to her 
daughter Joanna, and after her to her grandson 
Clwles ; and the guardianship of the kingdom 
to king Ferdinand until Charies should come 
of age. 

As soon a^a scaffold could be erect- ^ 
ed in the Medina del Campo, the king '^ 
cftused his daughter to be proclaimed 
with the usual solenmities ; yet great jealousies 
began to arise between him and the archduke ; 
insomuch that the latter disputed the queen's 
will as a mere forgery, and openly avowed his 
intention of maintaining his right to govern 
without an associate. Ferdinand, however, 
acted with great prudence, and was acknow- 
ledged administrator, with very trifling oppo- 
ation. 

On the lOtii of January, the archduke and 
Donna Joann^ embarked for Spain ; but| being 

Vol.. XV. Y 
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drmn bf sHess of weather ialo an Eiigii^ 
port, Heniy VIL would not permit them to 
resume their voyage till they had an interview 
it Wmdsor* Some authors have supposed that 
Philip's stay in England was protracted againa^ 
his will ; but he was certunly treated wkh all 
possible respect, and Altered into a dose alliance 
with the British m(»iarch. On his return t» 
Spain, he required his &ther-in-law to abdicate 
the regency ; and Ferdinand, after several gob- 
ferences, consented to retire into his own do-' 
mintoas* But the CastiHans had ample cause 
to regret this chai^ of the administration,^ an^ 
ontfctt death of* Philip, which hapfi^ed on the 
2Sth of September 1506, the .principal nobility 
detennined to lecal the king of ArmgoOi. 
There * were, indeed, many persons in Castile^ 
at this period, who reftised to submit to Fer* 
dinand's authority, and clamoured for the inter- 
ference of Maximilian: but these were ev^iluatty 
silenced by spirited measures ; and asuccessf^ 
expedition against the city of Oran, in Africa^ 
added fresh lustre to the regent's &me. 

Upon this, ^nd several other occasions, F&s 
dinand received much important service from 
cardinal Ximenes, who united in his character 
some uncommon qualities, and who eiiq>loyed 
the revenues of his benefice in augmenttiig the 
glory of his country. He naaed himself to the 
archbishopric of Toledo by his extraordinaiy 
merit, and his actions, both of a . public and 
private nature, were highly creditable to the 

* The death of Philip completed the mental deraage- 
ment of his unfortunate wife, and rendered it indispen- 
sably necessary that Ferdiuand should resume the aami« , 
nistration. 



cjcdesiaatical pnkmaa* A aingvftu* anecdote » 
related of thia amiabk muu Having paid a liati 
to the place of his nativity, he surpriaed a femak 
selation) who was not very opi^at, in the act of 
preparing bvead jfor her &mily. The womaa 
felt emburasaed at the eirtrance of her noble vt- 
aitor, and attempted to retire in order to change 
her ai^Murel ; but the good cardinal stopped her 
and said, ^ Your dresa and emplof m^it are ex- 
tremely becoming* I therefore desire that you 
wiH give yourself no trouble ^bout any thing but 
your bread, and take care that it does not bum." 
He always expressed the warmest gratitude to 
God for his good fortune, and exerted himself, 
upon all occasions, to alleviate^ the sorrows or to 
supply the wants of hia indigent countrymen : 
and Spain waa hulehted to him for several estab- 
lishments worthy of rc^ magnificenGe. 

About the cloee of the year 1511, Ferdinand 
sent, the duke of Alva, with a small army, to de- 
mand a paasage through the king of Navarre'» 
territoriea into France ; and, on the rejection of 
his request, made himself master of Pampehma 
and the greatest part of the kingdom* The 
French made some vigoroua attempts to recover 
it, hut they were soon repulsed with considerable 
loss, and the duke of Alva completed a conquest, 
Irhich added great lustre to the Spanish crown^ 
and augmental the fame of Ferdinand's admira- 
ble policy* 

In the ensuing s[mng, his catholic majesty 
fell into a langui^ing habit of body, and a deep^^ 
melanchcdy settled upon his mind, which admit- 
ted of no diversion, and hafiled all the skill of the 
moat able physicians. HQwever, he attended; 
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regalarlj to the affairs of govemmeiit, and took 
every possible precaution to preserve the tran- 
quillity of his people, till the 22d of January 
1516, when he expired, in the sixty-fourth year 
of his age, and the forty-seccMid of his reign* 
By his last will. Donna Joanna was declared sole 
heiress of all his dominions, or, failing her, his 
grandson Don Carlos* He left the in^t Don 
Ferdinand a revenue of fifty thousand ducats ; 
and bequeathed an annual pension of thirty thoii* 
sand florins to his queen Germana. The regen- 
cy of Castile was entrusted to the hands of car-, 
dinal Ximenes ; and that of Arragon was vested 
in the archbishop of Saragossa. The royal corpse 
was inteiTcd, near that of Isabella, in the city of 
Granada ; and the public loss was lamented with' 
marks of universal and unfeigned sorrow. The 
enemies of Ferdinand have endeaVoured to black-^ 
en his character with several base imputations ; 
but, upon an impartial review of his conduct, 
it appears that he was^one of the wisest and most 
illustrious prinpes that ever enjoyed sovereign 
powen 

As soon as the last mournful duties had been; 
paid to the deceased monarch, a letter arrived 
from Brussels, in which the archduke confirmed 
Ximenes in the regency, and expressed his in- 
tention of assuming the regal title* According- 
ly the royal standanl was ^splayed in the name 
of Charles the First, and the council unanimous- 
ly expressed their approbation of a measure 
which they could not have opposed with any pro- 
bability of success. 

Some of the Castilian nobles, however, were 
displeased with the regent's conduct, and sent ade-: 
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{mtation todemand asight of the powens byiwhicli 
he acted. Ximenes readily consented to gratify 
their request^ and, at an appointed dme^ showed 
them a corpse of two thousand veteran troops 
drawn up, with their artillery, before the palace. 
*• These," said he, " are the poivers with which 
I shall govern Spain till the arrival of my sove« 
reign/* The malecontents were astonished at 
this unexpected spectacle, and withdrew in si- 
lence. 

As the govemnifent of Ferdinand had thrown 
a considerable weight of property into the hands 
i»f the commonalty, Ximenes granted commis- 
sions of array, and by this stroke of policy cre- 
ated a standing army of thirty thousand men, 
who were willing to«erve upon any emei^ncy 
without any pecuniary remuneration. About the 
same time, the dethroned king of Navarre was 
defeated in an attempt for the recovery of his 
dominions ; and the famous corsair Barbarossa 
took possession of Algiers. 

Ximenes continued the discharge tif his im^- 
poftant duties with equal firmness and modera^ 
tion, till he was apprised of the king's arrival aV 
St. Anderot but his administration does not 
seem to have given universal satisfaction ; for 
whilst he was hastening to meet his royal mas- 
ter, his viands were poisoned, and he expired on 
the Sth of November 15 IT, after devoting the 
^freatest part of his life to the encouragement 
of literature, the alleviation of distress, and the 
general benefit oi* his country. One instance of 
his amiable generosity is too interesting to be 
passed over in silence. Being shown a remark? 
ably fine jewel, and urged to* purchase it, ht 
observed, " Thi^ jewel is extremely pretty, an4 

y3 
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wmlj probablf be worth <iie tnoney ; but as tbe 
army has been just disbanded, I can with the 
value of this jewel send two hundred indigent 
soldiers to their &milies, each with a piece of 
gold ii^ his pocket." He wrote several dieologi* 
eal treatises ; expended pnxfigious sums in print- 
ing the Complutensian edition of the holy scrip- 
tures, the Mozarabic liturgy, and the works of 
Tostatus ; and settled an annual revenue of four* 
teen thousand ducats upon his univeruty of Al«^ 
cala* In short, his life was truly honouvable* 
and the retrospect of his conduct afforded him 
indescribable satis^tion at the awful moment 
«f dissolution. 

^ In the month of January, an assembly 
2^2^' of the states was convened at Valladdid^ 
where, after some warm debates, they 
loc^ the usual oath to their hew «overdgn, and 
granted him a free subsidy of six hundr^ thou* 
sand ducats, on condition of hb promising to ol>* 
serve some popular laws which had been passed 
during the reign of his predecessor. Similar 
measures were soon afler taken at Saragossa, and 
the queen Germana made a voluntary cession of 
her rights to the kingdom of Navarre, in favour 
of his catholic majesty. This year also the Spa- 
niards triumphed over the corsair Barbarossa i 
and Charies was elected king of the Romans- 
Early in the ensuing spring, the king took a 
journey to Catalonia, where he appeased the dis- 
content of the principal inhabitants, and acquired 
some degree of popularity. Here , also he re- 
ceived intelligence of the death of his grand&- 
ther Maximilian, and of his own election to the 
imperial dignity. 

The pleasure resulting from tbis aug^enti^ 



tion of power, and a triumph over his * cempe- 
titbr Francis, was considerably allayed by the 
llpirit of disaffection which broke out, about this 
time, in various parts of Spain. The city of Va- 
lencia was at once distracted by rebellion, and 
depopulated by a raging pestilence ; the statea 
were thrown into comj^ete confusion by being 
convened in an extraordinary manner; and all 
ranks of people were overwhelmed with conster- 
nation when their sovereign proposed leavihg 
them, in order to take possession of his new do^ 
minions. Charies, however, effected all his de« 
signs, either by persuasions or imenaces, and ob* 
tained a subsidy of two hundred millions of mara^ 
Tedies, notwithstanding the spirited opposition of 
Toledo, Salamanca, and several other cities. He 
then invested cardinal Adrian with the regency of 
his dominions ; and embarked, with a numerous 
train of attendants, for England, where he contrive- 
ed to give Henry VIII. some very fevourabie im- 
pressions of his character and intentions ;. and also 
to fix cardinal Wolsey in his interests by some 
magnificent presents and more intefesting pro«> 
mises. 

Charles had scarcely left his Spanish 
dominions, before the embers of discon- ^l^ol' 
.tent burst out into a general flame, and 
most of the great cities in Castile threw off their 
allegiance. Don Juan Padilla, at the request of 
his wife Maria Pacheco, put himself at the head 
of the malecontents, and made himself master of 
Tordesillas, on pretence of providing for the se- 
curity of the queen. These proceedings occa- 
sioned such universal consternation, that the royal 

* Francis I. had declared himself a candidate for tht 
empire ; and his pretenctons were assiitcd by many power- 
ful and eloquent partisans. 
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council deemed it expedient to disperse u fast 
C8 possible, and thb regent returned, with some 
difficulty, teom tbe exasperated inhabitants tf 
•Valladolid* At length, however, a formidable 
body of troc^ was rais^ by the cardinal and hii*^ 
colleagues, and the rebels were defeated with 

Erbdigioiis slaughter* Similar commotions ex* 
ited, about the same time, in Valencia, and 
Majorca : Fontarabia, in the bay of Biscay, fell 
into tlie hands of the French ; and Italy was ra* 
vaged by a sanguinary war between the emperor 
and Francis I. 

' Upon the death of Leo X. and the election of 
Adrian, cardinal bbhop of Tortosa, to the papal 
throne, th^ emperor resdved to return into Spain, 
and, accordingly, crossed over from Calus to 
port St. Andero, whence he proceeded to Valen- 
cia and ValladoUd. After reposing himself a few 
days, and paying a viut to his unfortunate mother, 
he caused a magnificent theatre to be erected in 
the square of Valladolid, and published a general 
pardon, with some few exceptions, for all recent 
offences. When the council observed that too 
many rebels were spared, he replied, <^ Enough 
of blood has been shied ; and when a man inform- 
ed him of the retreat of a powerfol malecontent, 
he answered, ^ You would have done better to let 
this gentleman know that I am here, than to tell 
me where he is.*' This clemency of the emperor 
produced the happiest effect on the minds of the 
people, and Castile began to smile under tbe be* 
nign influence of returning tranquillity. Some 
time ^ter this traniMction, Charies went in per* 
son into the kingdom of Navarre, md used 
bi$ utmost endeavours to persuade the pnnce of 
Oran|:e tp make an irruption into Fran^. Thia 
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jesLVf also^ Adrian VL wad succeeded in the pa* 
pacyi by Julius de Medicis, who assumed the 
name of Clement VII. ; and count Pedro Na- 
varro, who had long languished in confinement 
at Simencas, put a period to his mortal existence 
by an act of desperation. 

The commencement of the year 1524 was 
hiarked by the reduction of Fontarabia by the 
Spaniards; an embassy from the shah of Persia; 
and an amicable termination of some disputes be« 
tween the crowns of Castile and Portugal. After 
a few months, the Imperialists in Italy compelled 
the French to repass the Alps, and Francis I. 
was taken prisoner whilst attempting the reduc- 
tion of Pavia. 

The captivity of the French monarch excited 
an universal alarm in^all the countries of Europe^ 
and resolutions were formed, in every part, to 
curi) the dangerous ambition of the emperor*. 
Charles is said'to have received the news of his 
unexpected success with the most hypocritical 
moderation, and to have forbid any public re-* 
joicings upon that account ; observing that he 
only rejoiced in it as an event which must faci- 
litate the restoration of peace to Christendom. 
In consequence of these professions, the empe- 
ror's confessor intimated the expediency of libe- 
rating the royal prisoner without ransom, and 
observed that such generous treatment would 
certainly produce fhe happiest consequences : 
but Charles refused to listen to this advice, and, 
after some time, resolved on demanding the re- 
storation of Burgundy and all the Flemish con- 
quests, as the price of the king's liberty. Adrian 
de Croy was sent into Italy upon this occasion : 
bilt Francis was so viplently enfag^ed at the se- 
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writf of the pn^xMab) that he drew hie'di^;gert 
and) poiating it to his breast^ exclaimed) ^ It 
weve better for a sovereign to perish thus I" 
The Spanish nobles who were about his persoiH 
wrested the instrument o£ death from his hands : 
and in his calmer moments, he requested a per* 
aonal interriew with the emperor. 

Pursuant to his desire, Francis was removed 
to Madrid ; and the emperor, dreading a general 
combination against him, or fearing that his pri- 
soner might resign the French diadem to the 
dauphin, consented to moderate bis former de« 
mands. Accordingly a treaty was concluded, 
by which Francis c^jtained his Hberty on condi* 
tion of restoring the duchy of Burgundy ; of re» 
Bouncing all pretensions to Naples, Milan, Ge- 
noa) and several places in the Low Countries ; ol 
reinstating the duke of Bourbon in all his estatea 
and dignities ; and of delivering up his two eldest 
sons as hostages for the performance of these sti- 
pulations. Having wimessedthe proclamation 
of peace, and solemnly espoused Leoeora^ queen 
dowager of Portuga), Francis returned to his owi> 
dominions, which he entered with repeated e»^ 
clamations of ^' I am yet a king ! I am yet u 
king!" 

Francis had no sooner returned into his king^ 
dom, than he resolved to break a treaty which 
threatened to affect the liberties of Europe, and 
which he considered as by no means binding* 
Accordingly he permitted the states of Burgun- 
dy to protest against the article relative to their 
prorince, and took an eariy opportunity of in- 
forming the imperial ambassadors, that he should 
be directed by the sense of the nation in executiiu^ 
pr disavowing that part of the treaty which a^ 



fected die F^rendi tnonarchf • C^mries and hit 
nunisters nov perceived that they were over* 
reached in the recent negociation ; the Italian 
states triumphed in the emperor's morti£k»tion ; 
Francis procared absolation for the sin of per* 
jiny ; and the pope, the kings of France and 
England, the Swiss, the Venetians, the Floren« 
tines, and the duke of Milan, entered into an al- 
Kance, which was called the ^Holy League," 
in order to oblige Charles to deliver up the royal 
hostages on the payment of a reasonable ransom, 
and to re-establish Sforza in possession of the 
Milanese. 

The confederate army took the field with san-» 
goine expectations ; but their ardour was quickly 
damped, and they had the mortification to wit* 
ness the reductimi of Milan, and the sacking of 
Rome by the Imperialists. Italy was now be* 
come the theatre of a most bloody Avar, and the 
calamities whidi Rome had fi«quently sufFered 
fifom the irruption of Huns, Goths, and Vandals, 
were now exceeded by the outrages of the em« 
peror's army. The channs of beauty, the sacred* 
ness of religion, and the forcible appeals of in&nt 
innocence, were alike disregarded by the re* 
vengeful Spaniards. Venerable matrons and de« 
fenceless virgins were indiscriminately sacrific* 
ed to lust or rage ; prelates were dragged inm 
their altars to a dungeon, and tmtured with un«* 
Ddenting severity, in order to make them disco* 
ver their treasures ; and Qement himself was 
confined till he should pay an enormous ransom. 

The news of these transactions was received 
with inexpressible pleasure by the emperor : but, 
as his Spanish subjects were filled with horror at 
the captivi^ of his holiness, and as alhports of 
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Europe es)>ressed the utmost indignation upoil 
the same account, he professed the deepest sor* 
row for the success which had crowned his amis ; 
•topped the public rejoicings which had been be- 
gun for the birth of his son Philip ; put himself 
and his court into mourning ; and even ordered 
prayers to be put up in all the churches for the 
pope's liberation, which he could immediately 
have effected by an order to his generals ia 
Italy. 

Alarmed at the augmenting power and rapid 
successes of the emperor, Henry and Francis de- 
termined on sending a powerful army into Italy, 
and adopting such other measures as might faci- 
litate the deliverance of the sovereign pontiff. 
Accordingly Heniy sent over a considerable sum 
of money, and a French army entered Italy, un- 
der the command of marshal Lautre, who soon 
changed the aspect of affairs, and procured tho 
release of Clement. In the spring of 1529 a 
treaty was concluded between Charles and the 
pope at Barcelona ; and in the autunm of the 
same year two illustrious- ladies were permitted 
to restore peace to Europe. Mai^ret of Aus- 
tria, Charles's aunt ; and Louisa, Francis's mo- 
ther ; met at Cambray, and concluded a defini- 
tive treaty, by which Francis was to pay two mil- 
lions of crowns, as a ransom for his sons, to re- 
nounce all his pretensions to Italy, and to resig^n 
the sovereignty of Flanders and Artois ; and. 
Charles laid aside his claim to Burgundy. • 

After having received the imperial diadem 
from the hands of Clement, at Bologna ; indulg- 
ed Francis Sforza with the investiture of Milan; 
and concluded a treaty of commerce with the Ve- 
netians.; Charles set out for Germany, and in his 
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passage was magnificently entertained by the 
marquis of Mantua. The keys were presented* 
to him in all the cities belonging to the Veneti* 
ans, by an express order from the senate ; and 
his brother Ferdinand, who had been elected to 
fill the throne of Hungary, met him at Inspruck 
in Tirol : but, as the consequences of his jour- 
ney will be narrated in the history of Germany, 
we must return to the affairs of Spain. 
. In consequence of several bulls, which seemed 
rather incompatible with the existing laws, the 
Spanish ministers found themselves involved in 
great perplexity, and some of the inferior clergy 
began to' preach in a very seditious strain : but 
cardinal Tavera, president of the council, and the 
rest of the ministers, exerted themselves so suc- 
cessfully, that the public tranquillity was preserv- 
edi Andrew Doria, about the same time, de- 
feated the Turkish fleet, which had long threat- 
ened desolation to the Spanish and Italian coasts, 
and made himself master of Coron, and some 
other places in the Morea. 

Shortly after his return from Germany, the 
emperor held an assembly of the Castilian states 
at Madrid, and obtained an ample subsidy for 
prosecuting the war against the infidels : but it 
was deemed expedient to evacuate the new con- 
quest of Coron, as the possession of that place 
was of small importance to the interests of Spain, 
and would require a considerable sum of money 
for the maintenance of a garrison. 

Sdyman, the Magnificent, ardently desired to 
revenge himself upon the Spaniards for the en- 
terprise of Coron, and offered the command o^ 
the Turkish fleet to Barbarossa, who had suc- 
ceeded his brother in the kingdom of Algiera. 

Vol. XV. Z 
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PtwA of tliM iJKrtdiiction, the ooMtif i«nie«#4^ 
Itattan 9and Sieilinn coa^s with itufjiunity, mettM^ 
ed the city of Rome, and returned in tminph ta 
Tunis, which he had contrived toadd t» his fi^ 
mer dominions* Charles ^Mas no sooner apprised 
of this expedition, than he sent a Genoese, nam« 
ed Lewis Presendes, in chanK:ter of a mae* 
ehant, to Tunis, in order tb examine the strength 
of that place : but Barbarossa was acquainted 
with^die sehenie by the treaehofy of one of Pre- 
tendes's sennsms, and the unlbrtunate ad^nttt- 
i^r was sentenced to a cruel death. This yettr 
was, also, marked by the aocessimi of Alexanditf 
Famese, afterwards called Paul III. to tlie papal 
throne ; and by the first ^establishment of the or*> 
der of Jesuits. 

As dally eenifi%itnts were made of Haite-* 
xossa's cruel piracies, and Muley^ascen, the 
deposed king of Tunis, applied to the court of 
Madrid fbr assistance, Charles reselred to hona* 
ble the pride of the Ms^sometiois, and tounden- 
take the restoration of his royal petitioner. This 
design cc^ncided - eimctly with the wishes of hia 
neighbours, and the roluntary assisCanees whidi 
he reeeiTsd, greatly surpassed bis expectatkMi. 
At length he set sail with a formidttbleannanMnt, 
Mid soon reduced the ftntressofGoletHa, wlndi 
was defended by ^x t^usand TmAsBf and three 
hundred pieces of cannon. He then prooeeded 
to Tunis, Where he found that most of the inha« 
bitants had retired to the mountains, and that ten 
thousand Christian slaves had made themselyes 
masters <^ the citadel. He therefore exerted 
himself to prevent his followers Irom committing; 
any acts of violence ; but their rage could only 
be satiated with the blood (tf the infidels, ssid 



tiiii>^<jiQiiim4 pcintQiw ^*^i« nia^saGr^ vrithonlt 
pky or djBtinction* Tout^iHisandTurka wei*e 
a|ao taktapriaoD^rs I «(i4Mulej-Has^aw^,rcr 
^tabUshed io^ the sovereignty, on condition that 
boilioiilddohoBks^totfaecvownof S^pm^ pay 
an MitHtid su^idy fin* the paaUitcnancei o^ a Sj^ 
nish gafviaoii a| Golettpi, and put into the em- 
peror's htMid»iUl the fi^U&ed ports in the king** 
dom of Tuiu^t Having settled these important 
GonceniS} apd aicqwed great feme by his suo 
oessfii} expeditioni Charles returned into Europe • 
white. Bfurharossa, who had retired toBona^ re« 
covered new SJM^agthi and resumed his erud de- 
pvedationi* 

. Upo^ the deimit of Francis Sforza^ wbiv^ 
happened shortly after the terminajdp]^ of tb# 
A&wm wi9fft> the Fr^tch monarch, renewed his 
ppetei^Qna to M9an; but Chftrles del$^y^d gi^s^t^ 
isig th^ lavestitHre upder various pretencesy apdt 
^ teACtbt avowed his indention of reAwig th^ 
c]si»» Wfir was a«coip4ing^ declared between 
tb« competitors ; an4 th^ emperor* having chased 
tb« Freneh ferfiisi^out of Piedmont an4 ^avoy^, 
«Mreh9di) at the 1^^ qf fifty thousaod p^o* tg 
mvade tbe southern provicices of France, while 
XWQ Qtber armies were cMidered to penetrate intp" 
Champagne and Picardy : but after he had ^p^ 
ia<oo«ideraMe time in ^tutkss Mtac^S) siidlp^t 
one half of bis tmop» by di§ei^ or famine, kp 
Wfta oompelled tp retreat with disorder and pp^r 
cipitatioQ. The Impe^istp ^let withs^mlar 
imtloriuttea in Pica^^y^ a(^ were eventually 
ubiiged to retire withont obt^i^ii^ 9^ adv^Mir 
t«ie^ 

In tb9 epace of a few months, |he emperor^p^ 
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French, elated with their recent fortune, began to 
act ofTensively, both in Flanders and Italy ; while 
their 'new ally, Solymah, made formidable 
preparations for attacking Naples and Sicily« 
Charles exerted himself with his usual ability, 
and expatiated so forciWy on the impropriety of 
a league between the French monarch and a 
Turkish sultan, that he not only obtained ample 
subsidies for the prosecution of the war, but also 
excited the general murmurs of Europe against 
his rival. Hostilities were carried on with va- 
rious success, during the spring and part of the 
summer : but a truce for three months was con- 
cluded on the thirtieth of July ; and in the course 
of the ensuing year, the sovereign pontiff ne^ 
gociated a fresh accommodation. 

After the cessation, of hostilities, and a person* 
a] interview with the king of France, Charles 
convened an assembly of the states at Toledoi 
and proposed to levy some necessary supplies by 
a general excise ; but this measure was rejected 
in a determinate manner, and the nobles, in par- 
ticular, inveighed with great vehemence against 
it, as an encroachment on the most distinguishing 
privilege of their order. After an ineffectual 
exertion of his eloquence, the emperor ordered 
the corte to be dismissed by the archbishop of 
Toledo ; and from that period neitlier the nobles 
nor prelates have been called to the assemblies, 
under pretence that those who pay no public 
taxes can have no vote in imposing them. 

Whilst the emperor's mind was enflamed by 
the opposition of a favourite project, he received 
intelligence that the citizens of Ghent had 
thrown off" their allegiance, and mal-treated 
several imperial officers. Hereupon he demand* 



^a pBusmisif tbtwigh F««»<^ ^ Illll^M^ 4l« 

ftuiMlred persons Tbe^^i^ md tbe do)^ ^ 
Orleans vml him with ^vt^y Mpikm ^ i««iW)^) 

»kovAi reaoh bi» ^vm 4omm(m9 i tet Qmk» ^m- 

«afet]r^ and pro^acdt^bi^ i^rmy mi&i(m ^fiy 
other teiBuiity. At Paw his w«i» ^^e^ained 
mikh tbt MtocMM: oifigiufiQBfiGSs «P»(i th^ ^o 

The ^M^fttna^a ^ idl ftbe oitj^ tjbwHigh ^ich 
lie pa(^^ hIao <?o«#liio$i«l3ed)bi«i mth the ofi^ 
of their k&y^ aat Uie utmost 9«liteq<^s$ was 
«howi| towards hfen tl^s^ugh his whok joimiey- 
The <?iti2iQiis of Ghiwt, aiaumed ^ Uie ap- 
proach of their offie^ckd emperor;) who ^ jj 
was joioed by his twpothfjr, tfce kifig of , j^^.* 

•mhassadoips to ito^^ore hh nnee^y, j#d <rffered 
'.to throw open tb^r fpsies ; hust Charles O0iy 
voiichsa&d to refjy:, A^ he shioiid afq^ear 
imim^ th^m as a sotqc^h and a jui^e, with 
the sceptre and the swoi^. Accflff^ng^y he en- 
lered the ptaoe of hi^ joenimt^ with a rc^ution 
pf exhibiting an awM e;c$in»pie of aeveiity;. 
Tweotf'-siK oi the pcwieipaltdttfieiM jirere >dpoia- 
<ed to expiate tteir ioiiii^e^y ^c^ttbh.; maAy^of Uidf 
friends were itAimu iitfO iexjW;$ ibhe ic^y was d^r 
Glared to have forfeited all its pniyjieges i a naw 
Mftode of adtniiriistration wa»foesoiibed < and an 
aOKiual ta^ waa le>ted oa i^e ^mfomi^^de «»- 
hahituQLts fin* tb9 aiippcirt of ttgsmson. 

The haseneas of J^ a»Aiie({iient hehAvtPur to 
FrMic]^ hid tibe fmndatjon ^ ja mm war wajbj^ 
JP<M6fi • Urn t^id fW^XHW of Ifce Tuni^ it^^ 
Z % 
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Hungary excited a general alarm; and the un- 
pleasant state of his own affairs in Spain, in- 
<)uced the emperor to make some con»derable 
conces6ions to his protestant subjects in Ger- 
many, in order that he might obtain some need- 
ful supplies both of men and money* He then 
hastened to execute a &vourite enterprise which 
he had concerted agsdnst Algiers ; but the wea- 
ther proved so un&vourabie, and the defence of 
the place was so well conducted, that he was at 
•length compelled to retire with prodigious loss. 

The ill success of this expedition encouragied 
the king of France to commence hc^tilities ; but 
Charles, by securing the fidelity of the protestant 
princes in Germany, and by engaging the Eng- 
lish monarch to espouse his cause, prevented 
him from gaining any signal advantage. The 
Imperialists were, indeed, defeated with consider- 
able loss at the battle of Cerisoles ; but the cpn- 
tendm^ powers were mutually fatigued with 
9uch an useless war: and a treaty was concluded, 
after a sh6rt time, at Crespy, by which it was 
agreed, that all conquests made since the truce of 
Nice should be restored ; that Charles should 
give his eldest daughter, with the sovereignty of 
the Low Countries, to the duke of Orleans ; that 
the late claims upon certain territories should be 
renounced by each party ; and that the French 
and imperial forces should unite in making war 
Upon the Turks. 

Charles now resolved to humble the German 
princes, who seemed inclined to shake off, not only 
the papal but also the imperial jurisdiction ; and 
with this view he concluded a disadvantageous 
peace with the Turks, and entered into a solemn 
league with the pope for the extirpation of heresy : 



'batProvidence ihistrated his intendons, and he 
•was eventually obliged to make peace with the 
protestants on their own terms. A subsequent 
attack on the city of Metz proved totally fruit- 
less ; the citizens of Sienna renounced their alle- 
.giance, and put themselves under the protection 
of France ; and the footing which the emperor 
had hitherto noAintained in Tuscany was lost 
about the same time* 

Exasperated by these successive disasters, 
Charles retired into the Low Countries, and ef- 
&ced the stain which his military reputation had 
received before Metz, by reducing the cities of 
Terouane and Hesdin ; but whilst he triumphed 
in these successes, his troops were defeated with 
great slaughter inltaly ; part of Corsica was an- 
nexed to the French conquests ; and the Austri- 
an general was forced to abandon Transylvania 
to the Turks. The emperor, however, enter- 
tained hopes of counterbalancing all these losses 
by his own policy, and the nuptials of queen Ma- 
•ry with his son Philip inspired him with the ex- 
pectation of annexing England to his other do- 
minions* 

Whilst Italy and the Netherlands ^ ^ 
groaned under the miseries of war, and ^ ' . .' 
the inhabitants of Germany were fully 
occupied by theological controversy, the empe- 
ror formed a resolution of resigning his heredita- 
ry dominions to his son Philip, and of seeking in 
the tranquillity of retirement that happ^ess 
which he had sought in vain amidst the tumults 
of war and the intrigues of a court* 

In consequence of this design, Charles, who 
had already ceded to his son the kingdom of Na- 
I^ and the duchy of Milan, assembled the states 
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vf the NcHieilstidft at Bfnttcte '» dOt OTpfjutw^ 
to hit subjects die T&tBOOB 43i his rcsigiuitioBs 
lie sIbo lyeqoiintei M the f;re8tacliDnBi^ch he 
iMd ^tSarmed since die commenoement of his 
srftainistMion* ^ From Ihe lemitflQii^ year of 
aay age <said he) I have tievabed sH my attentioii 
t» piablic bttainess, lescrvitig no portioii of my 
lime for the indulgeiice of my ease^ and but lit- 
tle for the enjoyment of private pleasure. I 
teve, either in a hostile or {lacific mamer, visit- 
•ed Germany nme timeiB, Spain six times, France 
Ibar times, Italy sewn times, the i^ietheriands 
i^n lMne% Eof^and twice, aikl AlHca twioet 
«afl whiie my health enabled me to discharge the 
Any of a sovereign, I never shonoed the most 
-alidiioiis offioe, nor nepined under the inconveni- 
<9icies of &tigue ) butnow my health is beoken, 
«iy oonsiitiition is exhausted by the m^ of an 
incumble distemper, and my growing infinnitieB 
«dmonidi me to place my sceptre in this hands of 
« prince who is already acontomed to goveiti, 
-and who adds to the i^gour of youth all the sar 
•gadiQr and attention of maturer years.^ Thep 
turning towards the prince, who fell on hts knees 
and kissed his fiutlier's hand, ^< it is in your pow- 
er (resigned the emperor) to justify, by a virtu- 
ous adaauiiatralaDn, die extraonlinBry proof 
-whkh i now give of my patenud afiec6on» Pr^ 
-serve, I entreat you, an inviolahle negacd ferdie 
Intecesteof leligian, maintaki the catholic fidth 
In ite pnri^, let Oie laws of your counliy and 
the ri|^ of your people be sacred in your esti- 
mation ; and, if you should ever wish to rettxs 
htxa the goverament, may you haswe a son to 
whom yott can resign your sceptre, with as mudx 
mrtMwjtioaiasI giflre up minetsyaiu'' Their 
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observations Vere ottered with such pecuMar dig- 
nity anid tenderness, that the whole* audience 
melted into tears ; and the emperor being quite 
exhausted with the fatigue of the solemmty, watt 
obliged to withdraw. A few weeks after this me- 
morable transaction, Charles resigned the sove- 
reignty of Spain and America ; reserving nothing 
to himself put of all his vast possessions but ah 
annual pension of one hundred thousand crowns. 
Having thus disengaged himself from all the 
aifairs of state, Charles ordered a small edifice 
to be erected near the monastery of St* Just ; 
and in that peaceful retreat buried his grandeur, 
his ambition, and all those mighty projects 
which, during forty years, had alarmed .and agi- 
tated all the powers of Europe. 



CHAPTER IV. 

From the Abdicadcn of Charles L to the Death of 
Charles IL the last Monarch of Spain of tht 
House of Austria, 

DON PHILIP ascended the Spanish ^ ^ 
throne,* in consequence of his fa- '^' 
ther's resignation ; and commenced his 
administration by concluding a truce with the 

* Charles V. could not prevail on the German princes to 
xaise his son to the imperial dignity. They theenuUy pas-, 
sed their votes, however, in favour of the emperor's bro- 
ther Ferdinand ; and by that action divided the danger- 
ous power of the house of Austria into two branches. 
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cv^Hmdf Fmieefe fiv% yt«n « tet thft flamM 
of wirwere«i0n rckmdkdi^ the intrigaesof 
the Roman pontiff) and the new sovereita wa9 
oonpeUed to taktt up ai*m» at the very iDoment 
when most of the Eun^^ean states wave rajoicnii 
in tlie project <tf a durable repo«e. 

After aevcfai fruatleaa negociatioBs with hia 
holiness^ and a ooosidtation with the ^aniah e&* 
cteaiABtkBy Philip revolved to act with vigouv 
against hb ia^veterate eiieiny> and^ aceoidmgly^ 
aetit the dnlce of AWa uito the pope's domimoiiBi 
wilih an army of ten tJbooaaAd veteraoa* Paul* 
howereis stijl resnalned inBesahie^ aadi on the 
aairai of a French army in Italyi he banished 
all thoughts from hb nadod but those of war and 
vengeance* 

Meanwhile Philip, perceiving that Henry of 
France had violated the ti-uce, assembled a body 
of fifty thousand meain the Netherlands ; dfew 
over a powerful reinforcement from England ; 
and gave the command of his army to Emanuel 
PhiUiberty duke, of Savof, one of the greatest 
generals olf that warlike age ; who soon damped 
tbe aaddur of the Ffeach trooiMh by defea^tiiii; 
them with ptodigioHs slaughter, befidre St. 
Quintin, and taking the gaUant Montmorency 
prisoner. The victorious duke now proposed to 
overlook ali anttallef considerations) and to marob 
directly to the gates of Psxis : but Philip was 
unwilling to hasaipd so bold an enterprise^, afid by 
^wt means saved France bwk ujtter devastation^ 
He was, indeed, soon convinced of the absurdi- 
^ of his conduct upon this oecasion s but the re- 
duction of St. Quintin, Hotn, and Catdet^ dissi* 
pated all his chagrin ; and in the height of exul- 
tation^ he vowed to build a cfaurcb> a mona^teryi^ 
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tbe^Mttle «f St Quiatin had been ftii^ om^kt 
4ay Mcred to that j»artfr« 

ln««onMquciioe of the &til bloiv* whkh Fmnoe 
fcoul recntcd iit St Quiiitin, the duke of Guise 
mss recalled from Italy^ aoid tbe anogant poo* 
tiff, ifinduig* hins^ deeeited by hk beat^e^id* 
ters, mBA obliged to accommodate bis behttvkii^ 
to^ exigencf of faisal&irsy and to eiB|^y the 
mediation of the V^Qoetiana in oider to obtain 
peace* His catholic majesty eagerly Ustaned lo 
the fintfifopoaals of thisnaturey and the duke 
of Almi«|niTodtoR(M»e, in order to obtain 8d>«> 
flohition for having lofvaded the patiimony of die 
0hurcli« 

But though this war was tennmated withoot 
ai^ detrimi^t to the apest^c see, itpvoduced 
^fects of considerable Importsane in outer parts 
of Italy. The dty of Plaoentia, with its adja« 
oeat temtoiy, was restxyred to Oetimo Famese, 
dttket>f Parma, in oi^der to dclaeh him from the 
French interest ; llie tnvostiture of Sienna was 
granted as an equivalent Jbr tiio sums due. to 
Cosmo de Medici ; and the balance of power 
among the Italian states was remkred mof^ 
equable ttoi it evor had been sinoe the invaKcn 
of Charles VIIL From this lime Italy ceased 
to be the theatre on which the monarehs of 
Spun, France, and Germany, contended for aug- 
mentation of fame or dominion. New objects 
attracted t^eir attention, and thcdr subsequent 
hostilities involved other states in the -miseries of 
war. 

The duke Of Guise was received with acola-* 
mations on his return to France, and all ranks 
of people seemed to look up tolubnas the guar* 
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$an angd of their kingdom. He was appointed 
lieutenant-general, with a jurisdiction almost 
unlimited : and he soon justified his master's 
high opinion of him, by effecting the reduction 
of Calais, and the fortress of Thionville in the 
duchy of Luxembourg* This brilliant success, 
however, was counterbalanced by a signal de- 
feat of the French near Gravelines ; and the 
duke was obliged to hasten toward the frontiers 
of Picardy, in order to oppose the progress of 
the enemy. 

The attention of all France was now fixed up- 
on the duke of Guise, as the only person who 
aeemed capable of surmounting every danger, 
and in whose conduct they might confide with 
plei^ing security. His strength was nearly 
equal to the duke of Savoy's, each commanding 
about forty thousand men. Their encampments 
were fixed within a few leagues of each other ; 
and, the French and Spanish monarchs having 
joined their respective armies, it was expected 
that a decisive battle would soon detemune 
which of the competitors should obtain a future 
ascendency in the affairs of £urope. But both 
princes seemed inclined to stand on the defen- 
sive ; p^ace began to be mentioned in each camp ; 
and, after mature deliberation, the abbey of Cer- 
cramp was fixed on as the place of congress. 
A. D ^^ vanst now turn our attention to 
j^^g' the monastery of St. Just, where Charles 
V. about this time, received a summons 
to futurity. After resigning the reins of go- 
vernment into other hands, and retiring, with 
only twelve domestics, to this peaceful retreat, 
he devoted his time entirely to acts of piety and 
innocent amusements. When his health perT 



mitted hinito quit his apartment, he rode on 
horseback to a neighbouring wood, or cultivated 
the elegant productions of his garden ; and when 
his infirmiGes precluded the enjoynnent of these 
gratifications, he found relief in a select society 
of friends, or in studying the principles of me- 
chanism. He was particularly curious with re- 
spect to the construction of watches, and on per- 
ceiving that he could never bring any two of 
them tQ go exactly alike, he reflected, with 
much regret, on his own folly in attempting to 
bring his subjects to a precise uniformity of sen- 
timent concerning the mysterious doctrines of 
religion. He died on the twenty-first of Sep- 
tember, with all exterior marks of piety and pa- 
tience, in the fifty-ninth year of his age, after 
he had swayed the Castilian sceptre for near 
forty years, and passed two years in retire* 
nient. 

The character of Charles V. is strongly mark* 
ed by the peculiarity of his qualities, which not 
(Hily distinguish him from his royal contempo- 
raries, but also account for the superiority which 
he so long obtained over them. As his talents 
unfolded themselves by slow degrees, and were 
late in attaining maturity, he was cautious in 
forming his schemes, and, after hearing the 
opinions of his ministers, took his resolution 
with decisive firmness. His promptitude in exe- 
cution was equally remarkable with his pa- 
tience in deliberation ; and he did not discover 
greater sagacity in his choice of measures, than 
fertility of expedient in rendering them success- 
ful. He possessed in a most eminent degree the' 
art of adapting the employments of men to their 
, talents ; and though he remained inactive du- . 

Vol. XV. A a 
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ring the most ardent period of li&} he flcqtiired 
such knowledge in the art of war as enabled 
him to vie with the most able generals of hi9 
^e. He placed unbounded coii^d^ce in his 
<^cer99 rejoiced in the augmentation of their 
fame, and rewarded their services with princelf 
munificence ; and, though destitute of Uiat sua- 
vity of manners which marked the chamcter of 
his French competitor^ he was no stranger to 
the viitues which excite admiration and ensure 
attachment- 
There were, however, some great defects in 
Charles's political character* His ambition ap« 
pears to have been insatiable, and his ardent de** 
sire of being distinguished as a conqoeror, in* 
volved him in perpetual wars, and prevented 
him from attending to the police and improve- 
ment of his kingdom. The addition of the im« 
penal crown to his hereditary dominions en- 
gaged him in projects so complicated and ar- 
duous, that he had often recourse to low ardficea 
in the execution of them, and sometimes dis;- 
honoured hb royal character by flagrant devia- 
tions from integrity. Besides his successor^ 
Philip, the emperor had several sons, who died 
in their infancy, and two daughters, the infanta • 
Maria, who espoused the arphduke Maximilian; 
and the infanta Joanna, who married the prince 
of Portugal. He had also two natural children) 
namely, Mai^ret, who was nuirried to Cosmo 
de Medicis ; and Don Juan, who was brought up 
by one of the emperor's faithful servants, till 
Don Philip was made acquainted with the se- 
cret of his birth. 

But to return from this digression* A treaty 
of peace was concluded, in i^e spring of ISSi^y 
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between the crowns of Spain and France, in 
cmiaequence o£ which his catholic majesty con- 
aented to espouse Henry's daughter, Elisabeth, 
and the contested territories were mutually 
l^ven up* The French king did not long enjoy 
tiie effects of this pacification, being accidentally 
killed at a tournament : but his disaster had 
no influence either on the treaty or the marri- 
age. 

After making some necessary arrangements 
in the Netherlands, Philip hastened his return to 
Spfdn, and convened an assembly of the states 
at Toledo, where, in pursuance of the deceased 
emperor's request, he publicly acknowledged 
John of Austria for his brother. On the fourth 
of October, he sanctioned an auto dajfh with his* 
presence ; and on the second of the ensuing Fe^ 
bruary, celebrated his nuptials with the princess 
of France. 

^ At the earnest solicitadons of the knights of 
Malta, an expedition was undertaken to recover 
Tripoli from the infidels ; and the duke de Me- 
dina Coelr, who was invested with the chief com^ 
mand, flattered himself with the expectation of 
complete success : but whilst he was. exulting 
over the reduction of an island called Gerbes, 
his fleet was surprised by basha Piali with tlie 
whole force of the Othman empire, and a scene 
cxf carnage ensued which scarcely merits the 
name of an engagement. Forty gallies were 
other sunk or captured by the Turks; se- 
veral persons of distinction were taken pri- 
soners ; the duke himself escaped with great 
difficulty, land Gerbes was wrested from ita 
Ghriadan conquerors. Don Philip was much 
Rejected at the news of this disaster, and imme^ 
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diately demanded the pope's permission for lay- 
ing contributions on the clergy. About the same 
time, he transferred his court from Toledo to 
Madrid ; and, soon afterward, laid the founda- 
tion of the Escurial, which he ordered to be 
built in the form of a gridiron, because St. Law- 
rence, to whose honour he dedicated it, was said 
to have been broiled alive, at Rome, in the third 
century. 

^ ^ In the ensuing spring, Hassan, king of 
i^^^y^ 'Algiers, avowed his intention of recover- 
ing' Oran and Mazalqiiiver out of the 
hands of the Spaniards ; and employed in this 
expedition the whole force of the iiifidels in Af- 
rica, besides a naval armament which was fur- 
' nished by the grand signior : but the governors 
of the fortresses acted with such prudence and 
vigilance, that their respective garrisons were 
enabled to hold out till a Christian fleet arrived, 
and compelled the besieger to draw off his 
forces. In consequence of this war, all the 
Moors of Valencia were suddenly disarmed, - by 
order of government, and six thousand sabres 
that were taken from them were sent to the 
•Spanish troops in the island of Sardinia. Short- 
ly after these transactions, an instrument was 
drawn up, by which all the Spanish possesaiohs 
in America were irrevocably annexed to the 
Castilian diadem ; and, about the same time, the 
viceroy of Sicily reduced the important fortress- 
of Penon de Velez, under the cannon of which 
the Moorish corsairs used to take refuge when 
ichased by the Spanish galleys. 

The grand signior was no sooner informed of 
the loss of Penon de Velez, and the subsequent 
destruction of another place to which the Turkr 



fsfa pirates fi^eq(oentIy resorted, than he fitted out 
a prodigioui^ armatnent, and ordered Sinah 
Basha to invade the island of Malta with all 
possible expedition. But the grand master took 
such admirable precautions for the defence of 
the place, and procured such powerful auxili* 
aries, that the enemy was compielled, after a 
sanguinary conflict, to retire with precipitation* 

JJpon the misrepresentation of Guerrero, arch- 
bishop of Gtanada, Pius V. who had lately as^ 
cended the papal throne, wrote in very warm 
terms to Philip, in order to stir him up against 
the Morescoes ; and the king cheerfully to^ his 
advice, notwithstanding the serious embarrass* 
inencs which he had already brought upon him- 
self by his tyrannic conduct towards the protes* 
tants in the Netherlands. He, accordingly^ 
sent an express into the kingdom of Granad^ ' 
commanding all the Morescoes to submit to ant 
^ immediate change of habit, manners, and lan«- 
guage* The Moors were much distressed at this 
cruel order, and sent deputies to refute the accu-*- 
sations vrhich had been laid against them ; but 
neither their entreaties, nor even the remonstran-** 
ces of the Spanish officers had any effect upon the,, 
king. His inflexibihty, however,' soon produced 
the most alarming consequences^ as wiU appear^ 
in the sequel. 

Whilst the duke of Alba was executing ^ ^ 
his master's orders in the Netherlands, 'i^' 
Don Carlos of Spain formed a resolution 
of quitting his fisither's court and retiring iftfo 
Germany : but thditaobles to whom he applied?- 
for pecuniary assistance discovered his intentions, 
and Philip went in person to his apartments^, 
where he caused- him to.be arrested* 
A aS. 
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Phifip acted with great moderation upon this 
occasion, and gave notico^ to the pope's nuncio, 
and to all the foreign ministers, of the modves 
which had compelled him to adopt a measure so 
inimical to his paternal feelings* He also in- 
formed their imperial majesties) who interposed 
with great anxiety for the prince's safety, that 
he had taken the advice of both divines and d- 
villans; and that his future actions toward the 
royal prisoner would be marked by caution and 
tenderness. 

Carlos, however, bore his confinement with 
ihe utmost -impatience. He refused all kind of 
nourishment for two days, and afterwards over- 
loaded his stomach with food* By this conduct, 
and an immoderate use of cold water, he brought 
on a dysentery which baffled the skill of his phy- 
sicians* He then sent for his &ther, and, having 
obtained forgiveness for his misconduct, he ex- 
pired in the twenty-fourth year of his age* Thi$ 
prince had the misfortune to be deformed in bis 
person, and to have a weakness in one of his 1^^ 
He was also of an unhappy disposition, luisty, 
passionate, and sullen, very apt to take offence, 
and remarkably implacable in his aversions* His 
governor, Garcia Toledo, and the duke of Alba, 
■narrowly escaped assasdnation in consequence 
of some offence which they had given him ; and 
his intended flight into Germany, seems to have 
resulted fix>m some secret discontent which he 
had conceived against his father* Some writers 
have affirmed that he was put to death by his fa- 
ther's command: butdiis assierUon seems highly 
improbable, and is contradicted by the best 
Spanish historians* 

The^ore»coe8)finding aU their reiaonstiWQi« 
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iDeflbctual, and pefGeiving that the edict relative 
to their change of customs would be imm'ediatelf 
enforced, resolved to throw off their allegiance, 
and attempt the recovery of Granada. Their 
measures were conducted with the most profound 
«ecrecy ; and they had sent repeatedfy'to Algiers 
before Philip had any idea of the design. At 
length one of their deputies was discovered, and 
his papers gave so clear an account of their pre- 
parations, Uiat the marquis de Mondijar found 
it necessary to repair immediately to Granadai 
in order to prevent the surprisal of that city. 
His exertions were attended with success ; but 
a general revolt took place in the adjacent coun- 
try, and Fer^nand de Valor, a young man of 
approved conduct and bravery, was proclaimed 
king of Granada and Cordova, after vowing to 
live and die in support of the Mahometan reli- 
gion* The most outrageous excesses and wanton 
cruellies were now committed by the exasperated 
rioters ; and a most sanguinary war ensued, which 
lasted between two and three years, and depopu- 
lated some of the finest countries of Spain. At 
length, however, the Christians obtcuned a deci- 
sive victory ; and, upon the death of the Moorish 
prince, the public tranquillity was restored* 
Shortly after the termination of this war, Don 
Juan, with a powerful body of auxiliaries, gained 
a naval victory over the Turks, at LepantO) by 
which they lost thirty thousand men, besides ten 
thousand that were taken prisoners, and fifteen 
thousand Christian slaves who were Uberated by 
the conqueror. Thirty of their finest galleys 
were sunk, twenty-Sve burnt, and one hundred 
and thirty taken; and it was merely owing to the 
precifutate retreat of one -of their commandersy 



that the remainder of the fleet esci^ped destruc*^ 
tion. Philip celebrated this victory by a feast 
which continued nine days, and appointed the 
anniversary of it to be kept for ever in the ca« 
fhedral of Toledo. 
. *. Elated with this brilliant success, Don 
2 jyi/ Juan resolved on fresh achievements, and 
soon made himself master of Tunis : but 
instead of demolishing the town, according to 
his brother's orders, he repaired the fortificationsi 
marked out a new citadol, and formed a project 
of assuming, by the mediation of Rome, the re* 
gal title. He was, however, admonished by 
Philip to abandon this design ; and he hac^ 
soon afterward, the mortification to witness the 
conquest of his intended kmgdom by the infl* 
dels* After making some unsuccessful attempts 
tO' procure the lieutenancy of Italy, he went into 
the Netherlands, where he died^ on the 7th of 
October 1578, not without suspicion of poison* 

Upon the demise of Henry king of Portugal^ 
Don PhiUp laid claim to the vacant throne, and^ 
gave the command of a numerous army to the 
duke of Alba, who soon effected the reduction 
of the kingdom, after defeating Don Antonio 
in two battles. The Spanish monarch made his • 
public entry into Lisbon on^ the 29 th of June, and 
received the plea^g intelligence that he had. 
been acknowledged and proclaimed in the Indies* 
However, as he found it utterly impossible to 
gain the affections or even to silence the mur« 
murs of his new subjects, and as his feelinga 
were sensibly wounded by the loss of a promis* 
ing son, he appointed the cardinal archduke 
AJtoert regent of Portugal, and returned to Ma- 
drid. Nothing of importuice took place in the 
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ensuing ye^*, except an acknowledgment of the 
in&nt Don Philip by the states of Castile, and 
the conclusion of a mariis^ between the duke 
of Savoy and the infanta €atallna* 

In consequence of some recent depre- . -. 
dations committed in Europe and An^e- ,.33' 
rica by the English, Philip resolved to 
take an ample revenge on queen Elizabeth ; and, 
after mature deliberation, ordered the whole 
maritime force of Spain to be assembled for a 
descent upon her dominions* The execution of 
this project was rapidly accelerated by pecuniary 
supplies, and all possible exerticHis ; and an ar- 
mament, consisting of one hundred and thirty 
vessels, with twenty thousand land troops, and 
eight Uiousand two hundred and fifty seamen, 
•sailed from Lisbon, on the 27th of May, to de« 
throne a princess who was universally considered 
cimong the catholics as a.wicked protectress of 
heretics* But Divine Providence interfered, at 
this critical juncture, for the preservation of 
England and of the true religion* The winds 
and the waves arose against the presumptuous 
invaders; the Spanish vessels were scattered, 
sunk, or dashed upon the rocks ; the exertions 
of their enemies were crowned with brilliant suc- 
cess ; and Philip had the mcHtification to witness 
Jiot only the frustration of his grand design, but 
also the annihilation of his naval power. The 
duke de Medina Sidonia, who had the command 
of this invincible armada, retired, in the utmost 
chagrin, to hid own house, not chusing to en- 
counter the eyes of his unfortunate master ; but 
Philip condescended to write him a letter, in 
which he acknowledged his past services, and re- 
xnindcd him that in things depending upon the 
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dements no fault cofild be justlf impi^ted to men* 
In the following year, Philip was alanhedby a 
descent of an English fleet upon his Portoguese 
dominions, and, though his enenues did not effect 
their des^;n, he had the fresh mcntification of 
witnessing the destruction of fort Cascaes^ and 
the capture of several Spanish vessels* 

NotTvithstanding these repeated misfortunes, 
and the consequent embarrassment of his domes* 
tic af&irs, Don Philip devoted a considerable 
portion of his time to the projection of various 
schemes (or the aggrandisement of his fe,me, and 
m particular, reganied the civil war of France 
as very&vourableto his designs: for he seemi 
b have thought that he might easily obtain 
the protectorship of that disttabted kingdom, 
and, afterward, place his favourite daughter 
Isabella on the vacant throne ; but these escpec^ 
lations were eventually disappointed ; his troopi 
and emissaries were effectually repulsed ; aa^ 
Henry IV. whom the Spaniards de^gnated bf 
the epithet, "Prince of Beam," surrounded with 
splendour that diitdem which he had designed 
for the infanta. 

About this time Antonio Perez, the 
f:^' king's secretary of state, was put to the 
torture for being cosncemed in the murder 
of one Escovado ; and the prosecution was car^ 
ried on with such vigour that he deemed it ad« 
visable to shelt^ himself under the privileges^ 
ef his native country Arragon, and accorvfing^ 
ly escaped thither with the first oppcMtunitya 
Being a^^ apprehended, he appealed to the 
chief justice, and was carried to Saragoesa, wher^ 
he expected to be heard before an equitable tribu* 
nal. But as a /kfcMic trial might probably defeei 
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the dengnsof ids enenpes, they contrived to ef* 
feet his removal to the prison of the inquisition* 
Thi3 measure, however, produced a revolt, and| 
after much effusion of blood, Perez obtained his 
liberty, andi retir^ into Beam, where, notwith** 
standing the circumstances of his exile and ill 
treatment, he retained his loyalty to his former 
piaster. He appears to haive owed many of his 
misfortunes to his affection for Anna de Mendo* 
ca y la Cerda, the king's mistress ; yet he retain-* 
ed his admiration of that princess in the midst of 
affliction : and when Henry IV. asked him how 
be could hazard his life by an attachment to a 
woman who had lost the sight of one eye, he re* 
plied with vivacity, ^ With that eye she sets the 
world on fire ; if she had two she would reduce 
it to ashes*" 

Shortly after the fixistration of l^is ^ ^ 
schemes in France, Don Philip received , j^^' 
the unpleasant intelligence that a Turk- 
ish fleet had ravaged the coast of Calabria, and 
that one Gabriel de Spnosa had assumed the 
character of a prince of Portugal : but his fears 
were soon quieted by the apprehen^on and death 
of the impostor ; and two of his naval com- 
manders revenged themselves on the infidels by 
making a well-timed descent on Patrass in the 
Morea. 

Upon the first intimation that an English ar- 
mament had been fitted out for the invasion of 
his dominions, the king ordered all his officers 
to prepare for the defence of Lisbcm, as he per* 
8u«uied himself that the enemy would make an 
attack upon that city : but whilst his fleet was 
moored at Lisbon, the earLof Essex and lOrd^ 
adiniral Howard made themselves masters *o^ : . 
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Cadiz, captared several rich galleons, and re* 
duced the duke de Medina Sidonia to the sad ne- 
cessity of homing a fleet of merchantmen which 
must other^vise have been taken by the inva- 
ders* Thi^ circumstance struck such terror in- 
to the inhabitants of the other maritime townsi 
that they unanimously deserted their residences ; 
while the successful sons of Albion . enriched 
themselves with plunder, searched the harbours, 
and bade defiance to the Spanish arms. Philip 
resolved to revenge these insults by a fresh inva- 
sion of Elizabeth's kingdom, and actually fitted 
out a powerful fleet for that purpose : but this, 
like his great armada, became the prey of rag- 
ing winds and waves ; and the few vessels which 
escaped absolute destruction were driven back^ 
in a most wretched condition, to the port of 
Ferrol. 

^ Shortly after the conclusion of peace 
jLjl with, the crown of France, Philip breath- 
ed his last at the Escurialr in the seventy- 
"first year of his i^ and in the forty-second of 
his reign. In his dying momeiits, he delivered 
a paper of instructions to his successor ; ex* 
pressed the most earnest solicitude for the wel- 
feu'e of his favourite daughter; and ordered 
some state prisoners to be set at liberty. His 
ruling character appears to have been ambition, 
and he seems to have aspired at universal mo- 
narchy ; but, though he formed the most po- 
litic schemes for reducing England, becoming 
king of the Romans, and placing the diadem of 
France upon the head of Isabella, the events 
were extremely mortifying ; and at the close of 
^ ^ fibng and busy reign, his power and his trea- 
: ^ures were equally exhausted. He is said to 
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have been remarkably haughty, gloomy, and re- 
served ; and his pretensions to religion were, in 
tdl probability, merely political. He was styled 
" Philip the Prudent" from the general tenouf 
of his conduct in the cabinet ; but in private 
Kfe he was certainly vicious, and his greatest 
abilities were exerted on such occasions as rather 
derogated from than added lustre to his royal 
dignity. 

Philip III. ascended the throne in the twenty- 
first year of his age ; and a celebrated historian 
has justly observed that his favourite, the duke 
of Lerma, obtained a more than equal share in 
the administration. At the king's marnage 
two statues were erected, one of Jupiter and 
the other of Philip, bearing a globe upon their 
shoulders. .This was an excellent opportunity 
for a display of malevolence against the new 
minister ; and an inscription was accordingly 
fixed upon the statue of the deity to the fol- 
lowing efPect—- " This Jupiter is the duke of 
tierma.** 

After ratifying the peace with France, _ 
and ce^ng the Netherlands to Donna xjool* 
Isabella, in consequence of her mar- 
riage with the archduke Albert, the Spanish go* 
vemment sent a fleet of seventy galleys against 
the Turks ; but, thpugh the enemy's fleet was 
much inferior, tiiis expedition proved entirely 
fruitless. 

Upon the demise of queen Elizabeth, Philip 
sent an ambassador into England to compliment 
king James upon his accession ; and in the en- 
suing year peace was concluded between the na- 
tions. The carl of Nottingham was received, 
upon this occasion, at Madrid) with all possible 

Vol; XV. Bb 
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demonstrations of respect ; and the joy of the 
Spanish courtiers was considerably augmented 
by the birth of an in&nt, who was named Don 
Philip after his royal parent. 

Meanwhile the enemies of his majesty's &« 
vourite busied themselves in contriving heinous 
charges against the object of their envy, and 
magnified every unlucky accident into a wilful 
and premeditated crime. Among a variety of 
other things, they alleged that the duties upon 
oil and wine had brought in twenty-three milli* 
ons ; that the fieets from the Indies were laden 
with extraordinary riches ; and that, notwith'. 
standing this prodigious income, the royal cof- 
fers were almost empty. These clamours, .how* 
ever, were soon silenced by the dismissal of statd 
spies, and the termination of a destructive war 
with the United Provinces, which were afterward 
acknowledged as independent. 

The latent sparks of animosity being 
1609! ^^^ rekindled in the breasts of the ^aa- 
' ish ecclesiastics, a resolution was passed 
for the general expulsion of the Morescoes ; and 
a royal edict was promulgated for that purpo8e» 
on pretence that those unbelievers had invited the 
king of Morocco to make a descent upon his ca* 
thoUc majesty's dominions, and that they had 
formed a dangerous conspiracy against the Chris- 
tians. These imputations were indeed void of 
foundation ; and many of the nobles remonstrate 
ed on the impolicy of acting with such rigour 
against a race of men who contributed most es^ 
sentially, by their industry, to the support and 
aggrandisement of the country : but every re- 
monstrance proved ineffectual ; the Moprs were, 
at several times, transported into Africa ; and 
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8pm niitaiiied a I^m of about six hnodied ^banf 
iand use&I subjects. 

The news of the death of Henry IV* is said 
to have been yeiy acceptable to PhOip and his 
ninistery as that accident concurred precisely 
with their interests. However, the court was or- 
dered to go into mourning) and a messenger was 
dispatch^ to Paris with compliments of condo- 
lence to the queen regent, as well as to remind 
her o^ the marriages which had been proposed 
between the in£uita of Spain and the young kkig 
Louis, and between the princess Isabella and the 
prince of Asturias. The negociations upon 
these subjects were crowned with complete suc- 
cess ; and the projected marriages were, soon 
afterward, solemnly ccHifirmed. 

Upon the report of some great military pre- 
parations among the Turks, the Spanish minis^ 
ters deemed it expedient to fit out a powerful 
fleet for the security of their coasts : but the 
grand signior suddenly laid up his naval arma- 
ment, and turned his arms against the Persians. 
Hereupon the duke of Lerma ordered Don 
Lewis Faxarada to make a descent upon Bar- 
bary, and to erect a strong fortress on the gulf 
of Marmora, to prevent the Moorish pirates from 
^taking shelter there, and disturbing, from thence> 
the commerce o^pain. This scheme was hap- 
pily effected ; and, though it would scarcely 
have excited attention in the time of Charles V. 
or Philip IL it was one of the greatest exploits 
performed during this reign. About the same 
■time, his catholic majesty concluded a treaty of 
peace with some of the Italian states ; and con- 
sented to a general renunciation of all his rights 
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to the succesnoD of any part of his dominion^ 
belonging to the German branch of the house of 
Austria* 

^ ^ Meanwhile the duke of Lerma intro* 
1618. educed his son, the duke of Uzeda, to Ida 
sovereign, that in case of necessity he 
might succeed him in the royal favour ; whilst 
liis nephew, count de Lemos, was placed near 
the prince of Asturias, in order that he might 
contemplate that rising sun, and rise with it 
above the political horizon. The minister tri- 
umphed, for some time, in the accomplishment 
of Uiese schemes, which promised to establish 
bis authority in the present, and to revive his 
credit in the ensuing reign* But he had, eventu- 
ri!y, cause to regret his arrangements : for his 
aon felt offended because he had destined him to 
act the part of a courtier ; the confessor whom 
he had recommended to his majesty found that 
it would be more advantageous to hold his place 
by a minister of his own creation than by a man 
on whom he was merely a dependent ; and^ by 
the intrigues of these ingrates, the count de Le- 
mos was driven from his new employment, and 
Lerma himself was, soon afterward, dismissed 
from his majesty's service* 

It is highly probable that t^e enemies of this 
great man would have continued their persecu- 
tions after he had retired fix)m the helm of state, 
had he not provided for his personal safety by 
procuring a cardinal's hat* However, the blow 
with which he was threatened fell upon his fa- 
vourite, Don Roderigo Calderona, count of 
Oliva* This person, who was the son of a 
poor soldier and a Flemish woman, rose from 
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the tow€9t 8t«|g9 of domestic servient to the con- 
.fjdence of bis mastei:^ the duke of Lerma, who 
procured him opulence, loaded him with ho* 
.jDourS) aod cT^n pennitted him to aspire to a 
viceroyalty* These signal marks of &vour ex- 
cited much envy among the people i, wad on the 
disgrace of his bene&ctor he was accused of 
various crimeS) and detained in close confine- 
ment# 

Early in the ensuing spring Philip set ^ j. 
out, at the request of his new minister, ^'^i^'^ 
to make the tour of Portugal, and his re* 
ception in that kingdom was equally pleasing and 
magnificent* On the feast of St* Peter he made 
his public entry into Lisbon, where he found that 
the mkost splendid preparations had been made on 
his account* The river was literally covered 
with. beautiful galleys and other vessels; the 
streets were embellished with thirty-two trium- 
phal arches ; and the public display of gold and 
jewels was so great that his majesty was obliged 
to prolong the show, that he might have time to 
behold the whole* The affability of his behavi- 
our was particularly pleasing to the Portuguese 
nobles ; and in a general assembly of the states, 
they cheerfully acknowledged his son as heir 
apparent to their crown. The majority of the 
naticm^ however, were not satisfied with his 
ccmduct; for he did not gratify them often 
enough by appearing in public, neither did he 
^give very satis&ctory answers to some of their 
.demands* 

During Philip's residence at Lisbon, (the af- 

furs of Europe began to be overcast ; and, on 

his return to Madrid, he found the ministry in 

a state cf embarrassment and perplexity* The 
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^fiTairs of the ^npire were faOea into great con* 
fusion ; Italy and Switzerland were ready to arm 
against the augmenting power of the Spaniards ; 
the governor of Naples seemed inclined to 
shake off his allegiance ; and the Turks had a 
powerful fleet at sea which excited universal con- 
sternation. After mature deliberation, however^ 
the Spanish ministers resolved to act with extra- 
ordinary vigour, .and their exertions were attends 
ed with considerable success* Under pretence 
of assisting the archduke Albert, they sent some 
powerful succours into Germany ; the viceroy 
of Naples was suddenly compelled to relinquish 
his post ; and the Spaniards erected several forta 
in the Valteline, which £sicilitated the corres- 
pondence between the two branches of the house 
of Austria, shut the Swiss out of Italy, kept the 
Venetians in awe, and held most of the Italian 
princes in a state of dependence which differed 
but little from actual subjection. 

Whilst his ministers triumphed in these suc^ 
eesses, Philip perceived his approaching dissolu- 
tion, and frequently lamented that indolence 
which had been the disgrace of his reign* He 
disapproved the seizure of the Valteline, and 
gave express orders upon his death bed, that it 
should be restored* He left some written ob- 
servations for the use of his son ; and expired at 
Madrid, in the forty-third year of his age and 
in the twenty-third of his reign. This prince is 
said to have received a g^Md education and to 
have been sincerely virtuous : but an Italian 
historian has justly observed that, although he 
«^ceeded most of his subjects in moral virtues^ 
lie was very defective in those shining qualitioa 
which ought to be associated with ^vereign 



power. He had by his queen, Margaret of Aus- 
tria, four sons and three daughters, of whom 
Don Philip, Don Carlos, Don Ferdinand,, the 
queen of France, and the infanta Donna Maria, 
survived him ; but, notwithstanding this nume* 
rous progeny, he is said to have had no bettw 
prospect with respect to his family than in re- 
ference to his dominkms, and his reflections 
upon this subject embittered his last moments* 

Philip IV. 4iad no sooner ascended . j^ 
the vacant throne than he removed the* j^^i. 
duke of Uzeda and the late king's con- 
fessor from their employments : but, though he 
«cted with spirit in displacing these men, he 
himself became the subject of a &vourite ; and 
the administration was chiefly vested in Don 
Caspar de Guzman, count de Olivarez. The 
commencement of this reign was rendered un- 
popular by the execution of Rodrigo Calderona, 
who submitted to an unjust sentence with such 
patience and resignation that his unhappy fate 
^ was nmiversally regretted* 

A new. system of politics was now introduced 
into the cabinet ; and a strict league was con- 
cluded with the emperor, that, by his assistance, 
war might be revived^tn the United Provinces, 
and that both the Dutch and Italians might be 
effectually humbled under the power of Spain* 
. The expectations of the new minister^ however, 
were sadly disappointed ; for, instead of adding 
new lustre to his master's crown, or rendering 
any important service to his country, he excited 
the general indignation of Europe, and had 
the mortification to hear that his exasperated 
neighbours designed to attack the Spanish do- 
minions on every side* Some trifling advan^ 
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^tages wact indeed, gaiiied iivw tiie Engibli, 
Dutch, and French assailants f aod a fortimate 
.esci^ of the plate fleet occasiDiied some public 
ciejoictDgs: but ti»e pressure of esstraonHoaiy 
•taxes occasioned universal complaints ; the ia- 
'«»lenceof OlmcKz exdteda fiirmidabie reYolt 
amongr the CalaleniaBs ; and the Portugurae, 
haying chosen the duke of Bragan^a for their 
king, shook off the Spanish yoke, and recovered 
their former independence. f 
^ ^ These snecessive misfortunes^ which 
i64j."^*oght to ha(0B opened the eyes of Philqp 
' and his indiscreet ministers^ seem, on 
Hie contn^-y, to have infotuated both. Otivarez 
had detained his present povrer by becoming 
the confident of his maker's pleasures, and by 
encouraging his licentiouaiess, while he himself 
^endeavourai to deceive the work! with a spe- 
cious appearance 'of extnordinary piety. In 
Recommencement of hisadministration» he in- 
, curred his majesty's displeasure by presenting a 
&lse memorial on a subject of imp<Htance : bot» 
in consideration of his aUuring a beautiful ac- 
tress, named Calderona, to the royal couch, 
this gliding act of injustice wns panfoned ; and 
the o^nder was, afterwards, permitted to in- 
troduce an ille^timate scsi-at court, with ti^ 
name of Don Henrico de Gumian. About the 
sffme time the son <if Philip and Calderona, 
then in his foeoteenth year, received the title of 
Don Juan of Austria, and was declared gene- 
ralissimo of the army against Portugal, while 
the hdr apparent, Don Bahhasar, was left un- 
der the care of the countess de Oltvares ;— ^a 
<irasm8t8Cnce which chagrined the queen, en* 
raged the populace) and astonished Europe. 



On the subaequent &ikire ^f an cspdditkm 
i^nst the Cataloniansy.the loss of Perp^roaO) 
and the frustration of seveiai important schemesy 
CMiTarez was overwhelmed with oonstemationf 
and, on his bended knees, besought pentnissiofi 
to retire : but Philip was so &r from charging 
upon his minister the recent misfortunes, that he 
joined with him in deploring their common di^ 
appmntments, and consoled him with repeated 
assurances of favour and protection. 

The credit of the count duke, however, was 
rai»dly decliniog. The court was almost de« 
serted ; the populace, glpomy and discontented^ 
refused to exhibit their usual signs of attachment 
when his majesty appeared in public ; and the 
queen represented to her consort, that sdl the car 
lamities which had happened duiing hia reign 
had resulted entirely from the raxiantic politics 
of Olivarez. This assertion was immediately 
followed by the remonstrances of the imperial 
ambassador ; and Philip's nurse, being purposer 
ly intixkluced, at this juncture, described the mi* 
aeries of the nation in so lively and affecting a 
manner, that the king resolved to appease the 
universal clamour, aoid accordingly wrote a let- 
ter to the duke, in which he ordered*him to r^ 
tiie to Loches« Olivarez seemed totiear his dis- 
grace with perfect equanimity ; and, in all prc^ 
bability, would have regained his master's favour; 
but, on his publishing an imprudent memorial, a 
fresh clamour was raised against him, and the 
king was persuaded to banish him to Toro« 

Notwithstanding the return of the grandees 
to court, and the liberal subsidies that were 
granted by his provinces, Philip was much 
chagrined at the loss of Ub old minister s and 



tb/t dittHterndf tto tsanxtag yetr rendered fiim 
frtitl HKHV impatiettt under a load whkh seemed 
«ltdgether latttpporlAble. In Italy» the ho«iae 
ef AtHttria retdved the most sentible mortifica* 
don, by being excluded fit)in the negociatjoQa 
Itttwcen tibe Roman ponttff and the duke of 
Piarma^ In Germany, the imperialists wet« 
dented upon several oceasbns. In the Low 
Omntrles, the French and Datcb guned some 
important vidories. The marquis of Torrecusa 
Urns routed wkh prodigious loss a^ Badajos ; and 
the Spanish fleet was utterly defeated, by the 
marquis de fireae, in sight of Cartbagena. 
These circumstances, so inimical to the interest 
ei SfMdn and of her best allies, produced the 
most unpleasant sensations at Madrid ; and the 
^blie sorroir received fresh poignance froni 
the death <^ the queen, whose prudent and 
kmiable conduct had gateied the confidence of 
iier husband, and the entire love of her sub^ 
jeets. 

^ ^ UtKm the ctemne <^ this princess, the 
i^^^ ' king committed the management of pub- 
lic i^fkirs to D(m Lewis Haro de Gusfr* 
man, the nephew of Olivarez, whd had been 
employed under his uncle, but who now purstt- 
«d very dftl^rent meastues. Most historiana 
have affirmed that the alMlities (rf' this miniv 
ler were inferior to those of his predecessor : 
4>ut he seems to have been less^assuming ^ and 
he is universally allowed to have been more be- 
loved. 

In consequence of the important changes at 
court, and the pacifio disp(»ition of Haro de 
Guaman, the Spaniards began to hope for the 
Uessings of tranqtulHty : but the war still con« 



Ikiued on e?erf side whh uodbated taxf^ mi 
the torrent of ill success «tiU bop^ down idl bist 
lore it. The mftFqiiis de Serra^ who oomnuuM}'* 
^ for Philip in Italy, was precluded from gainer 
Ing an important advantage over Savoy by the 
want of money and auxiliams ; the house of 
Austria sufferedl ma^eiitdly from the ei(ertloii# 
of the duke of Orleans and the prince of Omnge; 
a new expedition against Portugal was rendered 
totally ineffectual ; and the detection of a co9^ 
spiracy which had been sanctioned by the Spaa* 
ish court, delayed the reduction of Catalonia* 
About this time, the count de Harcourt made 
himself master of Balaguer, and the count duke 
de OUvacez expired in the {dace of his banish^ 
ment. 

As a Spanish party was supported by ministe* 
rial intrigues at Ljsbon, so diere waoted not a 
Portuguese faction among the nobles of Madridt 
who, in their own opinion at least, acted ^tirely 
from a <^irit of disinterested patriotism* Oi% 
the demise of Don Balthasar, some of these 
persons expressed an ardent deare for the re« 
union of th^ crowns of Castile and, Portugal ; 
and the duke de Medina Sidonia ventured to ex*» 
patiate on the advantages vfhich would result 
from a marriage between his nephew^e {Mince 
of &^sil, and the infanta IVfaria TnKesa, now 
presumptive heiress of the Spanish mcMiarchy* 
But as this scheme could not even berendered 
communicate to Don Philip, the projectors of 
it were driven into consultations and practices 
which were criminal in aj^arance if not in re« 
ality, and which soon produced the most serious 
consequences. The duke de Medina is said to 
have pies^rved bis life by discovering aU ^t. 
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Other persons who had engaged with him ii» 
this design : but the duke de Hijar, of the illus- 
trious house of Stiva, perished under a rigorous 
confinement; and the marquis de Ayamontei * 

Don Carlos de Padilla, and others, were doom- 
ed to an untimely death for this irregular instance ' 
of their Keal for the tranquillity of their country. 
The latter part' of this year was marked by the 
death of prince Edward of Portugal, and the • i 
marriage of his catholic majesty with his own j 
niece, Mary Anne of Austria* 

_ Upon the demise of their king Don 
1657. Juan, the Portuguese resolved to begin 
the campaign with extraordinary vigour, 
lest theh* enemies should take advantage of 
their recent loss ; and the minority of their 
prince : hut, failing in an attempt to surprise a 
Spanish fortress, they drew upon themselves the 
tnischief which they sought to avoid ; for the » 

duke de St. Germaine, an Italian nobleman dt 
great merit, lieing entrusted with the command 
of Don Philip's army, soon effected the reduc- 
tion of Olivenza, one of the strongest places in 
Portugal, and soon afterwards added the town' 
and castle of Moron to this important conquest* *\ 

In Catalonia the Spaniards were less success- 1, 

ful, and ^e subsequent destruction of several 
rich galleons, by admiral Blake, in the island I 

of Teneriffe, occasioned an universal conster- 
nation : but these heavy calamities seemed to 
be totally forgotten, and the public sorrow was ' 

converted into general rejoicings, on the birth 
of a prince, who was baptized by the name of 
Philip Prosper. About this time, also, the 
Catalonians returned to their obedience* Af^er 
tibie war between Spain and France had been car* 
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^ terial advanteges, the court of Madrid j^^^* ■ 

. deemed it e3Kpe(Hfliit lc» accede to alle- 
le gopiation, which, upon a fomicr occasioo, thef 
^ had rejected with oont^mpt* Accpr^igly a mes- 
f \^ ae«iger was aeat to caidioal Mazariae, and pre- 
Ijininaiy atticles were aetlkd ^. Paris, m-oonse-* 
j(|ueDce of which the two ministers met on the 
; . ;V frontiers, ^ a place caUed the Isle of Pheasants, 
>- \^ and concluded a definitive treaty, by which the 
^Infanta wa9 to be given ia xnamage to the most 
'f^ Christian king^ and a district m sovereignty 
which had been designed for the prince of Cond6 
l( was to be yielded to the crown of France. On 
the 3d of June the pf«jeG|e4 marriage was 8o» 
\^ iQmnized, by proxy, at Fbntaiabta ; and next 
*? • '* morning, the queen mother, with cardinal Masa- ' 
^ rine, had all' interview ivith Us catholic majesty 
1^ ^0. and the in&nta. The trsaty was then sworn to- 
^ . ''^ with great solemnity, by both kings ; and the 
'-^ ^ i'fo courts left each other in terms of the most 
, -^cordWfriendsbip. 

Don Juan was now moderately sue- . -. ^ 
'l'r\ , QSflsfuI in the ww agmnst Portugal : ,5^^; 
.'* but the Spanish ministers were displeased 

with his conduct; and persuaded hb nu^^ty 
to confer the command xii his army upon the 
imirquis de Carsacena* This nobleman flat- 
tered hift empl^ers wi^ the hope of reducing 
the revolted kingdom i^ li single campa^^ ; 
-but, after mi ^xisuccesBfol attempt upon Villa« 
viciosa, he was defeated, in the plain of Montee 
. Ctaroa, with prodigious k)ss, four thousand vete* 
rans being slain mi the fieki of battle, and a still 
^greater nuii^r tak^ prisoners. The news of 
tl^ disaster. b%cl s^ an efibct iqpon Philip^ 
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that he actually fiuntedawaf widi Hie di8{«tdite | 

in his hand. The ministers were now over- 
whelmed with confusion ; the populace exclaim*- i 

ed that Don Juao had been betrayed, and t)ie H^l 

glory of Castile sacrificed i>y an unprindpled ca* : 
bal ; and the pubfic confusion was greatly aug- ^"^ \ 
mented by an irruption of the Portuguese troo^ 
into Andalusia. '^ 

hi this melancholy >,8atoat]on of affairs^ the: .:^^ ^^ 
king was seized with a dysentery, which ten- r j 
minated his mortal : existence in the sixty-first , ' 

year of his age, and the forty-fifth of his reign. '*'• 

He left the crown to his son Don Carios, who 
was to be placed, during his minoti^, under the •*.' 

tutelage of the queen an^ a council- of regen6fi 
His remains were deposited in that magniflceat 
doitnitory of the Spanish kings, called the Pan- * " ' 
theon, which he had rebdlt in the yeeet I OSS- 
Philip IV. was a prince of^good natural abili« * . » 
ties but his education was inadequate to the aitna- ' ' * 

tion which he filled ; and the artifices of count., 
de Olivarez kept him so long in a state of ^do- , , 
lence, that he could not aftefwards attain a pro- 
per degree of application. He appears to have , • ' 
loved magnificence; and, though the greatest - Ij 
part of his reign was clouded by D^^i^ortutles'or ' 

disappointments, he certainly had the grandeur . ^ « ^ 
f>f the Spanish monarchy at heart. "^ \ l( 

j^ jj The young king, Charies !!•* was ..- 
1666! itiaugurated shortly' after the perform- 
ance of his father's obsequies^ and^ .. ' } 
though scarcely finir years of age, he displayed' •• *. i 
/Such promising parts that, when he was pro^ 

♦ The infant Don Philip died about thr^ years before « 
this period. - - '^'" . 
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^. dbim^ in the Netherlands, thepebple expressed 

> ^ zxi expectation that he would resemble his fa* 
f ' ^nous ancestor the emperor Charles Y. Unfor- 

t^ li^ately, however, the queen mother was equally 

And of power, and unable to govern with pro- 
priety ; and her imsconduct incapacitated the 
prince, upon future occasions, from making the 
needful reformations in his distracted kingdoms 
Having prevailed on her dying consort to 
exclude Don Juan from the administration, thi» 
princess introduced into the council of regency 
Either Nitard, her con&ssor, a man of veky 
moderate capacity, and almost totally unac<> 
^uainted with the state of public affairs* By 
the advice of this /person, she made a solemn ac« 
knowledgment of the independence of Porto^ 
gal, and concluded a dishonourable peace with 
Louis XIV* The states were much displeased 
at these proceedings, and unanimously entreated 
the regent to employ Don Juan, as the only man 
whom they conceived capable of restoring tlie 
credit and sustaining the weight of the govern* 
ment : but, as she was unwilling to adopt a mea- 
sure which might prejudice her ecclesiastical 
favourite, she proposed to Don Juan the govern* 
ment of the Low Countries, which he readily 
accepted. When about to embark for the place 
of his destination, the prince was informed that 
his secretary, Don Jpseph de Malladas, had 
been put to death by a warrant from the regent. 
Hereupon heTetumed to one of his estates, and 
, « f9rmed so powerful a party that, a£ter a few ne- 

monstrances, &ther Nitard thought it advbable 
to retire into Italy, where he obtained a car^ 
dinal's hat ; whilst his chagrined mistress was 
obliged to declare Don Juan lieutenant-general 
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of Arregoiiy in order to ictnove hitn from the 

cabinet* 

' _ Meanwhile Charles II. grew lip, and 
jiy/ the period arrived for declaring him of 
age» A few days after the ceremony, 
his mother required him to sign an act by which 
he was to acknowledge that, on account of his 
tender age and inexperience, he still needed the . 
assistance of the queen and her council of Ve<^ 
gency : but he refused to put his name to it, 
fOid said with a determined air, ^ I hope God, 
who hath made me a king, will enable me to 
discharge the duties of my high station, and to 
become the fiither of my people." His mother 
was confounded at this unexpected answer, and 
to prevent the coosequences of it, she is said 
to have mixed some drugs with his chocolate, 
which debilitated both his niind and body. 
CertMA it is that, in the course of a few weeks, 
he lost his wonted spirits, and his future imbe- 
cility proved highly detrimental to the interests 
of his kingdom* 

Father Nitard was succeeded, in the queen's 
council, by Don Hernando de Valenzuela, a 
young man of great bravery and generosity, 
but destitute of those qualities which are indis- 
pensably necessary for governing. He adhered 
with strict fidelity to his beneractress; caused 
the king to be continually surrounded' with his 
creatures ; and made some nertioos for ac- 
quiring the esteem of the popukce : but he had 
no idea of restoring the reputation of the sink- 
ing state ; and his vanity gave a cdour to the. 
popular clionour which was quickly raised 
against him* 
Meanwhile Don Juan, who governed Arragon 
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^-' iiiif^ an authority si^iior to th^t of its ancktkt 
^ ^ ^: monarchs, derived liugijjenting respectabilitf 
from his own jfadidous conduct. Simple in 
;;• dress and modest in deportment, he added to 

•* fee Spanish regularity that spirit which at first 
gav^ it rev«renc!e^ and made the piri>lic wel&re 
'*» ^ first X)bject of his administration. His strict 

'.'^ adherence to, the Arragonian constitution, and 
the impartiality of his conduct upon all oc- 
casions, were mentioned wltii rapture at Ma- 
:^ drid ; and mai^ of the Castilian nobles resolved 
to use their utnbst exertions to place him at the 
head of government. - Accordingly an assor 
* .. . ciation was formed for thi^ pui-pose, and Charks 
;^. readily consented to a personal interview with 

. Don Juan, in which he learned the true state of 
hia donunions, and the methods by which his^ 
groaning subjects might be relieved. In con- 
sequence of this interview^ the queen intoither 
'was removed to Toledo j Valtfnzeela was de- 
\ ' 'graded, and sent to the Philippines ; and Poii 
'?v Juan was honoured, both by plebeians and 

, ^^tricians, as the firiend and protector of hi^^ 

country. Shortly after this occurrence, a.fruit— 
' less and .protracted war was terminated between 
the courts of France and Spain by the treaty of" 
■ Nimeguen. 

' ^ The queen, during her adn>inistratii]!nf, hail 

* hegociated a tredty. of marriage between he* 

«on and Maria Antbnietta, the dau^ter of the 

emperor ; but Don Juan concluded another 

with Maria Louisa, daughter of the duke of 

-^^ Orleans. This mafriiitge seems to have been 

V equally satisfactory to the king and tlie Span- 

; ish nobles : yet it was, afterwards, improved 

mlo the cause of Don Juan's disgrace ; a^ thitt 

C c 2 
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pri&oe was so deeply affected by the basei!^*' 
kunnies of his enenuAs, that he fell ill, and died 
ei a br^ben heart* ' He had no «ooii^ expired, ^k 
^an the eyes of the populace were opened to 
the fallacy of their own prejudices; even fas ' 
most implacaUe enemies were convinced of 
his disi]!iteii|^tedness ; and the wlu^ lUition ac- 
knowledged that in him the virtaes of the Spf^- 
Ish house of Austria had made its last ewrt. 
The tuQgi howerar, was so &r &oia regretting^ ^ 
idn loss, that he went immedifttely to Toledo^ v 
and brought back the queen mo&er, as if t<^ 
triumph oyer the ashes of a man whose zeal 
jR>r his country h^d proved, ixmnical to her am^ . 
bition% 

^ ^ Charles, by a stnuige indecortitn, con*. 

;^3^ * summatedhiamamage inone (^ the pQor^ ' 
' est villages of Old Castile, whence he 
. conducted the new queen to Burgos^ and, afterg- 
uards, made a pompous entry into A^dridw* 
The afiairs of the Spanish couit were at this' ' 
^me^ Idl th^ greatest perplexity imaginable ; £av 
the king was unable to fik upcsoa minister ; the* 
'young queen was disgusted with an etiquette sa 
dissonant to her education ; the French ambafro 
l^or delivered, his master's hauf^ty messages ^ 

in a manner which rendei^ed them sthl more disr r I 

taste&l ^ and Loui^ 2J V. as If sowous to ui«* i 

jadt bis ca^ijQ^ majesty's circumstances, insisted • 
upon sevei^ Wmilvititkg c;x«Qcessk»nB to the nam« 
and pow^ oi FrsQce* 

After mature deliberation, the duke de Me- 
dina CoeU was^ I^ced at the head of admini&. ;. 
. iration ; but his talents i»t>ved unequal to his 
undertaking ; and the nation was invdved in 
•Qmplc:te <;^]^^on* Uoabk to redrew qo msD; 
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^^ evusy and confound^ at the entire deficient 

*' ^ '. of funds, he reduced the copper coin from its 

it; iKMninal to its real valtny by which absurd mea- . .^ 
^ .. sure money was rendered still more scarce and 
provisions much dearer. The copper was tlwn 
:/ called in, and his majesty promised to pay its . 
S^ yabie in six mpnths ; but, as his inability was 

*• universally known, this only served to increase' - 

the public discontent. In this alarming ex- 
^ igence, many of the grandees were obliged ta % 
f sdl or coin their plate ; the lung's domestics ^ 
, ^ left the palace for want of subsistence ; the navy ** « . 

9i^ '^ ' . wa3 almost annihilated; the soldiom on the ''^ 
^ ^. frontiers deserted, for want of pay ; and even 

|s "^ - the governors of fortresses quitted their respec- 
^% ^ tive chsu'ges to represent in person^ what they 

V ^ had already represented by l^ter without effect. ^ 
^' Spain was now become truly despicable in the,. 

i/; sight of her allies, and her enemies, triumphed' '' . - 

' in her accumulated misfortunes. France made \;^ 

^r} :«ncroadbments in Biscay, RouiUon, and the • 

^ Lew Countries'; the elector of Broodenburgh 

-'--. seized on a Spanish galleon for the payment of 

some suhHdies that were due to him ; and tbei ^ ^ 
' '' prince regent of Portugal compelled the unfer- 

^ tunate ministry to relinquish the island of B^^ 

y' , enos Ayres^ which had been in the possession of 

their nation for upwards of one hundred md ' 

'." ^ , 'forty years. The death of the queen of France^ - 
hb catholic majesty's »ster, was an additional 
misfortune to the court of Madrid ; and the vio* 
,^j«nce committedbyLoiusXiy. contrary to theh 
peace of Nimeguen, roused the pppulace to \/ 
ntadness, and overwhelmed the ministry with ^' 
conateniation; 
Atttoa diiCk^saing conjuqctur^ theduted^. 
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Medina Goeli itsigned his pN&sCy in pvder to fr^e ..^ 

himself from the inctes^itig clamour of the peo- /- , 

-'^^ pie ; but this resignation had no visible effect up^ .;> 
on public affairs. The French monarchy under . :, . 
pretence of obtaining an equivalent for the coun- 
. ^tj of Aiost, took possession of Courtray and X 
' :]&xmude ; and the Spaniards were consequently 
,.. . ' driven to the necessity of declaring' war ; but, as "^ ! ♦ 

ni»e of their allies chose to provoke the ven- 
^ l^l^ce of the powerful aggressor, their exertions 
^ proved entirely fruitless, aiid they .were soonob- • 
y liged to conclude a truce for twenty, years, upon 
>* ' ' . very disadvantageous terms. . ' > Clj 

A j^ The dishonoucable tennii|aiion of this 
1684. ^^ induced his catholic piajesty to be- " A 
gin a th<»Y>ugh reformation m the affairs '* 
of his kingdom.., Accordingly, many foreign ' „ 
commodities were prohibited, in order to correct 
* luxury ; spme unpopular taxes were repealed ; ;^, 

many supernumerary offices were suppressed ; 

- and some vigorous exertions were made for the 
'" fofrmation of a confederacy wluch might curb 

the ovei^rown power of France. Still, however, , * - 
' " ,w • the nation resounded with murmurs and loud | 

^ " cqmplaints ; and the court was harassed by the **' 

iiirigues of the queen dowager, who rendered 
. the Ufe of her daughter-in-law completely mise- 
^ rable^ and acted towards her, upon various oc- 

casiQi^s, with savage brutality ; interdicting her 
from attending upon her husband when his ill 
health required her assiduities, Mid depriving :^ 

her as much as possible of the king's companyv^ ' • 

And affection. The young queen died on the 
12th of February, not without suspicion of pdi- 
' son \ and on the 1 5th of June following, his uia. 
'* .. jesty espouse^.the princess Mary Ann, daughter 
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^'^ . ^ the elector Paladne, and dster to the reigning 
empress. 
In consequence of a violation of the . j^ 
" late truce on the part of Louis XIV. all j^/ 

commerce was prohibited both in Spain 
and the Low Countries ; and all^Fretich efiR^ts 
;^ were seized by an express order from Madrid/ 
The*^^duke de Noailles took the field early 6n the 
side of Rousillon, and made himself master of 
Campredon : but he was so warmly attacked by 
the duke de Vilhahiermoaa) that he was compelled 
. to evacuate his new conquest. The l^aiuarda 

*• contiaued to [nreaa the enemy during the re- 

' nuunder of the campaign^ and levied some hea- 

1^ . Ty cootributbns in Rousilkm ; and in Flandem 

the French troi^ were repulsed in some at* 
tempts which they made ujpcm ibur places be- 
longing to his catholic majesty. In Barbary> 
'^ however, the Spanish arms were attended with 

less success ; for the emperor of Morocco made 
himself master of Laroche, obliged the garrison 
to surrender at discretion, and threw most of 
them into a dungeon. 

A message from the new pope, Alexander 
VIII. esdiorting the king to peace, occasioned 
^^ one of the best written answers that ever issued 

^ ' from the court of Madrid. All the insults which 

Spaii> had received from the French monarch 
were strongly set forth { Ms holiness was remind- 
' ed that it was become cd>9oltttely necessary, for 

; ' the safety of Christendom, to circumscribe ai^ 
exort»tant power which had, upon various occa- 
sions, injured and oppressed all- the states of £u- , 
«. rope ; and that the present w»r was perfectly 

consistent with the duties of Christian princes> 
bound to protect dieir subjects against a potea-: 
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tate whO) in «pe» defictice of jiustiee, had so f re» 

quentlj violated the most solemn treaties* ^ 

j^ jj^ Shortty after the pi|blioat]«»n of this 

^^^ manifesto, the duke of Vilahennosacom^ 

pelled the enetny to retire from Catalo<> 

nia; the SjMamish fleet nnraged the tnantime 

parts of thecountiy near Peifnignan ; and FrsJM&t 

, petx^efved, vkh sensible chagvin, that she was no 
kmger ab4e to mi^e those imppessions which had 
formerly rendered her so formidable to her 
neighbours* About the same time a plate fleet 
arrived safely at Cadiz, M^th thirty millions oft 
board, Mrhich enabled his majesty to make some 
necessary remittances into Italy and the Low 

, Countries* In the month of Si^ember, Charles 
was seized with so violent an in^^ositloD, that 
his death was genersdly expected, and the gran^ 
dees began fredy to canvass the suecesu^^ 
some proposing to send for the young archduke^ 
and others insinuatittg the propriety of adopth^ 
the second son of the dauphin* But the king's 
lecovery put an end, for the present j to these in* 
trigues, and the pubUc attention was chiefly turn* 
ed to the progress of the war* 

The, coast of Spain seemed to have suffered 
materiaHy, during this campaign, from the ex« 
ertions of the French admirsd, marshal d'Etvees; 
marshal NoaUles made an irruption into the 
kingdom of Arragon ; and tiie reduction of 
Mons in Flanders, overwhelmed the Spanish mi* 
«istry with terror and Amazement* The loss of 
Mons, however, produced a very good efifect ; 
for his catholic majesty resolved immediately 
to detach, in some measure, these distant domi- 
nions from his crown* Accordingly, letters pa« 
tent wiere diiipaitehed to his senone highness th» 
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^-.•^ 'dectorbf BAiram, declaiiii^himhepedittuy gOir 
?ernor i^the Low Ckvoiitiies, with much mater 
^*\ ., Ipwem than bad beeii granted to the archduke .. 
'^ ' ' lieopold, or to Don Juaa of Austria* ^ 

; ..\ Whilst the war was carried on with pretty 

equal steeds, 'the Spaniards were unirersalljr^ . . 
r,-. eiataed^by a njmour of the qoeen'« pregnancy t 
^^ ' but this was discoveced to be £eiUacious ; and Uie 
. intrigues for the, settlement of the succession 
**; . ^ererenewsed'with greater vigour than ever. \ 
^ ' The queen and the count de Oropesa urged hi^ 
majesty tadecide in &vour of the.dectoral princo< 
(^ Bavaria; but the cardinds Cozdova and 
Fortocarrero, virith several great politicians, de» 
dwed in bdialf of the emperor's second son* 
This contention was extremely unpleasant to the 
Deigning prince, as< seeming to anticipate the ' 
h^UP of his dissolution ; and, except the imperial 
minister, none of the ambassadors could be per« 
auaded to mterfere upon such an occasion. 

Marshal de Tourville, after hovering for a con-' 
siderable time about the Spanish coast, appeared 
hefore Roses, m Catalonia, and commenced ft 
bombardment, which soon obliged the governor 
to capitulate. In the coursed the same month, 
he surprised the Smyrna fleets between Lagos 
^ ^d Cadiz, destroyed four men of war, and eL» 
ther captured or burnt eighty Dutch and £ng* 
lish ships richly laden; About this time, also, 
his catholic majesty received intelligence of the: 
loss of Chaileroi, which had been ddended bf 
the marquis of Castile, with a garrison of four 
tiiousand five hundred men. 

Notwithstanding these heavy misfortunes, 
Charles steaiffly rejected all the overtures of the 
JPrencb monarch, and resolved to prosecute the 
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war with unabated Tigour ; but, oiKthe ^uke or ; 
Savoy's making a separate peace, and in conse^ 
queiice of the reduction of Barcelo^ Athi an4 ; .t ' '^ 
Carthagena, he was compdied Jo accept of sucji ^ * . -** 
terms as his allies deemed reasonable* Accor^r' , ;<' jl 
ingly^, a treaty was signed at ibe antler of Ryth '' 
wick, by which most of the recent con%aest«'- ^v^V ^^ 
were mutually restored. * *: • 

. jy As Charles had the double mc^fiea** ^, 
. i6ns* tion of seeing himself without oSspringt^' .'"^ 

and hearing his courtieiis peipettMally ^' -.'^ 
clamouring re^)ecting the successioo, he, at « . 
length, resolved to make a will in &vour of the 
electoral prince of Bavaria, which was strictly *' ^ 

consonant with the disposition of his fiither, Philip 
IV. and with the renunciati()ns upon whidi that 
disposition was founded : but the young prince, 
whom he had destined for his successor, di^il 
soon after this arrangement ; and the court of 
Madrid was again involved in intrigue and per* 
plexity. 

In the sfpringof 1699, his cathc^c majesty '. ^ 
went to visit the tombs of his ancestors at the 
Escurial, and ordered the cc^fins of his mother 
and first queen to be opened. Of the former, no- . .. 

thing was perfect but one hand, which the king 
kissed and bathed with tears: but the latter re*, 
mained entire, and even the colour of the face , 

was unchanged ; a circumstance which surprised 
the royal visitor so much, that he immediately < ' 

retired. This incident occasioned various spe^ 
culations : but it seems that Philip IV. bad dene 
the same in the year 1655; and it was thenob^ 
served, that the body of Charles V* appeared 
more fresh than that of his own queen Elizabeth, 
who died but nine years before. ' 
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* Shortly after his return from the Es- 

'^* ^rial, the king appointed Don Fran- ^ ' 

^ Cisco de Moles, duke of Pareta, his am- 

i "^ bassador to the court of Vienna, with the warm* 
est assurances of affectionate attachment to the 
reigning' family, from whence it was reported, 
that a new will had been made in favour of the 
archduke. About this time, the court was throFwn 
into complete coni^sion by a monk, who affirob- 
ed that his aliajesty was bewitched, and that his 
in health resulted from magical charms, and 
• practices with evil spirits. This ridiculous asser- 
tion was readily believed, and the king was 
actually exorcised ; but, as he received no sort of 
benefit, the eyes of the nobles were opened to 
their own folly, and the ecclesiastic was delivered 
into the hands of the inquisition* The king's 
' confessor, who had adopted similar notions, was 

also disgraced, and sent prisoner to a monastery. 
Upon hearing that the different powers of Eu- 
rope had actually made a partition of his terri- 
tories, his catholic majesty wrote to the empe- 
^r, and requested him to send the archduke 
Charles privately into Spain. To this request, 
however, he received no immediate .answer; and 
his mind became so distracted by the memorials 
of the allies, the misunderstandings among his 
own ministers, and his want of a faithful confi- 
dent, that he frequently traversed his apartment 
in the utmost perturbation, wringing his hands 
like one in despsur, and exclaiming with all the 
.vehemence of anxious inquietude, " Where is 
my son ? Where is Charles ? , Where is the arch- 
duke?^' At length he understood that the em- 
peror had refused to send him ; and this intelli- 
gence, together with a menacing memorial frook 
Vol. XV. D d 
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the French minister, threw him into an agonf 
which threatetired his immediate dissolution* 

After the first violence of his emotions had 
suhsided, Charles^ seemed to recover strength ; 
and, at the instigation of cardinal Portdcar- 
rero, he made a new will in &vour of Philip^i 
duke of Anjou. He also wrote to the duke of 
Pareta, to acquaint him with the state of his 
hiealth ; and his physicians began to entertain 
^ch sanguine hopes, that public rejoicings were 
tnade, at Madrid and Brussels, for his supposed 
recovery. But, on the 26th of the month, he re- 
lapsed with mortal symptoms, and, after lan- 
guishing five days, he expired in the thirty-mnth 
yedr of his age, and the thirty-fifth of his re^« 
In this piince ended a branch of Austria, which 
bad given five sovereigns to the Spanish nation. 



CHAPTER V. 

Frdin the ^cceadon of FMifi V. to the generqk 
Peace of 1801. 

A S the late king's testament received the sanc- 
•f\ tion of Louis XIV. and the dauphin, Philip 
of Anjou was solemnly proclaimed on the 24th 
of November ; on the fijurth of the ensuing 
month he set out for his new dominions, where 
he was received with every, possible mark of 
esteem and loyalty. There were, indeed, some 
few persons who entered a protest against the va- 
lidity of Charles's will : but these were soon re» 
moved from the cabinet, and the new sovereign 
entered his capital amidst the acclamations of a 
prodigious concourse of spectators. His en- 
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gaging manners and al&ble deportmeiit^ inseasi 
sibly won the hearts of the populace ; ^is cle* 
mency and piety were equally pleasing to the 
grandees and ecclesiastics; and his mtirriage 
with a lovely and amiable princess of Savoy, ope^ 
rated as a fresh charm upon the whole nation* 
Philip honoured the city of Barcelona . -^ 
with the celebration of his nuptials ; and lyo^.' 
in an assembly of the states^ convened at 
the same plape, he gave a specimen of his wis- 
dom and equity, which it would be unpardonable 
to pass over in silence. — A son of the duke de 
Medina Sidonia,^ one of the most powerful and 
opulent noblemen in Spain, had insulted an of- 
ficer of the revenue who attempted to search his 
equipage, and, in consequence of some alterca- 
tion, shot him through the head. Cardinal 
Fortocarrero immediately caused the young lord 
to be apprehended, and dispatched an account of 
the whole transaction to Barcelona,- as^ being un# 
willing to take any steps without the royal com- 
mand, in Such an important affair. Philip, hav^ 
ing read the cardinal's letter, called the duke de 
Medina into his cabinet, and demanded what 
punishment should be inflicted on the son of a 
grandee who bad killed an officer of the. revenue 
for doing his duty. The duke after some con- 
^deration, replied, (hat theoffenqe was of a ve- 
xy heinous nature ; that the young man, let bins 
be of what rank he might, should be sentenced 
to perpetual imprisonment, and that his father 
should be obliged to provide for the widow and 
family of the deceased. " You have spoken," 
i^joined his majesty, " upon this occasion Hke a 
king, and I must therefore speak to you as a fa- 
ther. The culprit is your own son j send him^ 
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ta one of your castles, and detsdn him there till 
he becomes truly repentant for his fault* With 
respect to the unhappy family of my officer) I 
entirely approve of your judgment^ and am per- 
suaded that you will cheerfully allow them a 
handsome muntenance*" The duke was deeply 
affected by this act of his sovereign's clemency ; 
and, from that moment adhered to his interests 
with unshaken fidelity. 

The interests of Spain, with respect to foreign 
affairs, were now entirely managed by Loms 
XIV. who displayed equal spirit and prudence 
in contrivance ; but, having outlived all the great 
ministers who had contributed to the elevation 
of his glory, he sometimes failed in execution. 
Though he probably outwitted the allies in ad- 
hering to the spirit rather than to the letter of the 
partition treaty, they took an equal advantage, 
by persevering in such a conduct as rendered it 
impossible for him to discern whether they had 
resolved upon peace or war. His Britannic ma« 
jesty and the states of Holland acknowledged 
Philip upon his accession, and the latter, by this 
«ct of complaisance, recovered twenty-two bat- 
tali<Mis of veteran troops that were dispersed in 
the garrisons of the Low Countries ; yet in the 
beginning of September the grand alliance was 
signed ; which measure would, probably, have 
been prevented, if France had acted with hev 
wonted energy. 

In consequence of a recent insurrection among 
the Neapolitans, and some other unpleasant cir- 
cumstances, Philip was obliged to leave his new 
kingdom and consort, almost as soon as he had 
received them ; and to make a tour into Italy. 
He was also compelled to rely upon the counsel 
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and conduct of others ; having) as yet, ho mill* 
tary experience, and being too young to form 
ftuch notions of men and things as were requisite 
in the government of a nation, distracted in 
councils, divided in afiections, and in point oi 
power and treasure almost exhausted. He had, 
however, the consolation to witness the arrival oi 
the plate-fleet, towards the close of the year, 
with a cargo of sixty millions ; and he fortunate* 
ly prevented the loss of Cadiz, by refusing ad- 
mission to the fleet of the allies, which had 
craftily demanded entrance into the port without 
commencing hostilities. 

Having made ail the necessary ar- 

170a. rangements, and obtained a subsidy of 
' one million from the Catalonians, his 
majesty embarked at Barcelona, on the 8th of 
April, and on the 15th of the same month land- 
ed in the bay of Naples. His entry into the 
city, on the next morning, seemed to tranquil- 
lize the minds of the people ; and his subsequent 
remission of some heavy arrears, threw them in*- 
to such a transport of joy, that when the nobility 
made him a free gift of three hundred thousand 
ducats, the commons voted him four hundred 
thousand. He then expressed his intention of 
passing over to Sicily ; but, on hearing that the 
late Spanish ministry had so cruelly impoverish* 
ed the nobles of that island as to render it impos- 
sible for them to sustain the expence of a royal 
visit) he contented himself with issuing out or- 
ders for the recal of exiles, and the restoration of 
honours and estates to those persons who had 
%een treated, during the reign of his predecessor, 
with unjust severity. 

Having granted an amnesty to all who bad. 
Dd2 
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been concerned in the late troublesi Philip quit- 
ted Naples on the 2d of June, and proceeded to 
the duchy of Milan, whence he repaired to the 
army. On the I5\h of August he signalized 
himself with the duke de Vendosme, in the &- 
mous battle of Lazara. The Imperialists, being 
animated by the presence and example of prince 
Eugene, were very near destroying the united 
armies of France and Spain ; but the leaders of 
their enemies were equally valiant, and Philip, 
in particular, gave the most convincing proo& of 
heroism and patience* At length, after an ob- 
stinate conflict and a prodigious effusion of blood, 
the combatants separated, each side claiming the 
victory, and singing a solemn Te Deum* The 
advantage, however, was certainly on the side of 
the two crowns, for, on the next day, they took 
Lazara with all the enemy's magazines ; and this 
conquest was speedily fc41owed by the reduction 
of Burgoforte and Guastalla* 

Meanwhile, the queen of Spedn opened the 
states of Arragon, and, leaving them sitting at 
Saragossa, proceeded to Madrid, where her ai^ri- 
val created universal satisfaction, and effectually 
damped some sparks of rebellion which had been 
idndled by an appearance of the enemy's fleet 
before Cadiz* Upon the first rumour of tliat 
circumstance, she declared in council her readi- 
ness to go to Andalusia, and even to dispose of 
her jewels, if supplies were wanting* She also 
discovered equal firmness after the naisfbrtune at 
Vigoi, where the French marine was nearly ruin- 
ed, and the Spaniaras lost, according to the moat 
moderate accounts, eight millions of gold* On 
the 20th of September, his catholic majesty re- 
turned to Barcelona} apd> soon after^ to Madrijl, 
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where cardinal PorCocarrero still acted as prime 
minister* 

. About the middle of January^ cardinal 
d'Etrees arrived at Madrid, with the title ^' "' 
of ambassador from his most Christian 
majesty. Upon the advice of this prelate, Phi* 
lip thought proper to provide for the reception 
of his confederated enemies^ and accordingly 
issued out orders for recruiting the Spanish in- 
fantry, for remounting the cavalry, and for rais- 
ing a powerful body of standing forces, under 
the title of " troops of the household." A con- 
siderable sum of money was sent about the 
same time to France, in order to indemnify Louis 
for the capture of his ships at Vigo, and his sub- 
jects for the loss of their property- This mea- 
sure, however, was loudly condemned by the ge- 
nerality of the Spaniards ; the duke de Medina 
Coeli resigned his employments in disgust ; and 
even the cardinal Portocarrero solicited permis- 
sion to retire to his diocese of Toledo. 

In the mean time, the admirante of Castile, 
who had treacherouidy retired into Portugal, 
with a numerous train and immense sums of mo- 
ney, persuaded the ministers of the allies, that, 
if the archduke was once declared king of Spain, 
Philip might be easily dethroned ; that the ma- 
jority of the Spaniards were warmly attached to 
the house of Austria ; and that it was rather the 
irresolution of Vienna than the succours of 
France, which had hitherto maintsuned the son 
of the dauphin in possession of the Castilian 
diadem. Upon these assurances, his £uthful 
majesty entered into the grand alliance ; Leopold 
snd his son made a solemn renunciation of all 
their pretensions i and the archduke was publicly 
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declared king of Spain, at Vienna, bf the v^tut 
of Charles III. 

These procee^ngS) together with some Tin- 
dictiye manifestoes, published by the archduke 
and the king of Portugal, induced Philip to draw 
up a declaration, in which he established his right 
upon the forest grounds, and observed that he 
had been solemnly acknowledged by those very 
powers which were 'now engaged to strip him of 
the regal dignity. This declaration, however, 
had no effect ; and the allies resolved to execute ~ 
their project by force of arms. 

After his catholic majesty had taken and de«* 
Sdolished several places on the frontiers of Portu- 
gal, and defeated a condderable part of the Eng- 

. lish and Dutch auxiliaries, the fleet of the allies, 
tinder the command of SirGeoi^e Rooke, re- 
duced the important fortress of Gibraltar, which 
they left under the protection of the prince of 
Darmstadt and a numerous garrison. An en- 
gagement soon afterward took place between the 
confederates and the French fleet, in which boUi 
parties claimed the victory : but Sir George 
Rooke had so Kttle ammunition, that his obliging 

•. ' the enemy to retire, added as much to his repu- 
tation as the most decisive victory would have 

.done, if it had been gained previously to his 
conquest of Gibraltar. 

In the present distressing exigence, PhHip 
found it equally impossible to defend his domi** 
nions without levying new taxes, and to impose 
those national burdens without exciting perpe* 
tual murmurs, and frequent insurrections. He 
had the mortification to perceive that his subjects 
persisted in their aversion to the customs of 
France ; and the commerce of his kingdom was 
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SO effectuallf ruined, that he was obliged to peiv 
mit even his enemiei^ to resume it, provided thef 
made use of neutnd vessels* However, he made 
some efforts which were equally consistent with 
his royal character, and necessary for the pre- 
servation of his crown* He established a &nd 
for the maintenance of the army, and prudently 
supplied its deficiencies by borrowing of the trea* 
surer of the French troops«« He raised a nume- 
rous body of household troops, after the exam- 
jde of his grandfather, and contrived to draw 
many young men of respectable families to enter 
into his service* He also fixed a cabinet coun- 
cil, and took every possible precaution for the ge- 
neral safety of his people* 

Conscious of the importance of Gibraltari 
and eager to wrest it from its new possessors) 
Philip sent the marquis de ViUadarias to besiege 
it, in the month of October : but, after a prodi- 
gious loss both of men a^d money, the project 
was found impracticable, and consequently relin- 
quished* 

In the ensuing spring, the Portuguese and 
their allies invested Salvaterra, and bribed the 
governor to open the gates : but the garriscHii 
consisting of four hundr^ and thirty men, chose 
to be conducted prisoners to Lisbon, rather than 
to take up arms agsdnst their lawful sovereign* 
Valenda de Alcantara made a vigorous defence ; 
for the governor Alonzo de Mariaga, sustained 
five tremendous assaults ; and when he surren- 
dered, his remaining troops seized the arms of 
their escort, and made their escape* The re- 
duction of Albuquerque in Estramadura, termi- 
nated this campaign* 

Philip's distress at the loss of these places, was 
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sengi&ly fttigmefited by the intrigues of his re« 
bellious adttilrante. A plot WHS discovered at 
Granada, for murdering the garrison ; another^ 
of a similar nature^ t/ras accidratally detected 
at Valencia ; and, after some time, it appeared 
that a project had been formed to secure the 
persons oi their catholic majesties at Buen Re* 
tiro, and to carty them prisoners to Lisbon, ot^ 
in case of resistance, to assassinate them by the 
way* As^this discovery involved the marquis 
de Leganez, governor of Btien Retiro, in suspi* 
don, he was arrested and sent prisoner to Pam- 
peluna : but he was afterward permitted to re- 
mofve into France, and lived in universal esteetni, 
at Paris, whilst the disappointed admirante feB 
HI at Lisbon, and eventually died of a broken 
heart. 

A grand fieet of the allies, commanded by the 
€ari of Peterborough and Sir Cloudesley ShoveV 
Bailed fit>m Lisbon to Catafionia, where they land« 
€d a body of ten thousand men, asid Isiid close 
siege to Barcelona. Hereupon Francisco dcf 
Velasco, Philip's viceroy, called a" meeting of 
tJhte inhabitants, and told them that any persois 
who chose might now go out to the beaoegers j 
but that, if he discovered any treachery afier«i 
ward, he Would punish it with relentless severl* 
ty ; but no one accepted of this proposal. When 
the prince of Darmstadt made the first ^attack) 
he met with a desperate resistance, which pioY- 
ed &tal to himself and s£bout five hundred Eng- 
lish troops; but the earl of PeterbcMTOugh brooeht 
up such a p6werfbl reinforcement, that the for- 
tress of Montjuic was sooA carried, and Barce* 
lona was surrendered on capitulation. AH Cata- 
lonia, except Rosesy now declared for the arch- 



duke) and the kiogdom of Vulencia followed 
this example. 

After mature deUberatson, and a {uxMBise of 
ample suocQurs from Fruice, faia catholic majes- 
ty marched toward Barcebna with an army of 
twenty thousand men, while the count de Thou« 
k>use bkckedit up by sea, and the duke of No« 
ttlles brought a numerous body of troops into the 
field, in order to prevent the Catalonians from 
dt&turbii^ the siege. However, in consequence 
4i£ several delays, and various untoward circum* 
stances, the count de Thoukmse was eventuallf 
compelled to witiidraw his squadron, and Philip 
«as obliged to. retire, with the mordficatien m 
leaving not Only his artillery and maga«nes, but 
even his sick and wounded a^erents, to tha 
mercy of the alHes. 

Upon the subsequent success of the confede* 
fates at Alcantara, Ciudad, Rodrigo, and SeJft* 
manca, M. Amelot, the French ambassador^ held 
a kind of assembly of the nobles, at Madrid ; 
and begged to be fevoured with an explicit deda* 
ration of their sentiments, since his most Chris* 
tian majesty had no inclination to impose his 
grandson upon them, and it was become abso- 
lutely necessary that they should consider for 
whom, and by what means they would act for 
sestoring the blessings of tranquillity and of a 
legal government to their country. The duke 
de Me»iina CqbU answered, in the name of tho 
gcandees, that, although they had received some 
unjust slights and other causes of complaint im- 
4tv the present government, yet they were in^ 
violabiy attached to king Phihp, and both their 
Uvea and fortunes should be cheerfully devoted to 
his service. This.answer gave fiiU satis&cdQn | 



and, after some consideration^ the royal htmly 
retired to Burgos* 

The army of the aHies, as had been expectedf 
marched directly into New Castile, and took pos- 
session of Madrid ; but, as the archduke was 
fully engaged in the reduction of Arragon, and 
the earl of Peterborough was employed before 
Valencia, they were soon expelled by the united 
^rces of Francis and Spain, aiid forced to retreat 
to the strong tamp of Guadalaxanu Philip 
then returned to his ca:gitB\y and toc^k the most 
^gilant methods for re-establishing his afiainu 
All the nobles who had declared for Charles IIL 
were punished with banishment, and confisca- 
lion of their estates ; several hereditary offices 
of great profit were annexed to the crown ; and 
voluntary contributions were drawn from the 
clei^ by a well-timed representation of the 
effects which must result fi»m the success of he- 
retics. About this time the count de Villars 
recovered the island of Minorca, which had 
thrown off its alle^ance ; and the populace were 
delighted by a declaration of the queen's preg- 
nancy. 
. j^ Early in the spring of this year, the 
jIq/ marquis de las Minas and the earl of 
Galway took the field, with about six- 
teen thousand horse and foot, in order to destroy 
the Spanish maga2dnes, and to cover the king- 
dom of Valencia from the attacks of marsfaol 
Berwick. Upon their resolving to besiege the 
castie of Villuna, the marshal marched to its re- 
lief, and a battle ensued, in the plains of Alman- 
za, which terminated in the utter defeat of the 
allies. The marquis de las Minas was dange- 
rously wounded^ and hia mistresst who had ac^ 
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eompanied him in an Amazonian habit, was 
killed bf his side. The earl of Galway had al- 
so two wounds in the faceo which prevented him 
&om giving orders ; colonel Hill with the re- 
mains of thitteen battalions were made prisoners 
on the banks of theXocar; and one hundred 
and twenty standards, with all the baggage and 
artillery, fell into the hands of the conquerors* 
Portly after this victory, the kingdoms of Arra- 
gon and Valencia were reduced and deprived of 
their priidleges* The city of Saragossa was 
mulcted, on this oocanon, in a fine of forty-five 
thousand pistoles, and acolumn of in&my was 
erected on the ruins of Xativa. After some 
time, however, a royal edict was promulgated, 
by which the nobles of Arragon and Valencia 
were rendered capable of all offices and honours 
throughout his majesty's dominions, and per- 
mission wa^ granted to rebuild Xativa, under the 
name of St Philip. 

The 25th of August was marked by the birth 
of a prince, who was baptized by the name of 
liewis, and admowledged presumptive heir to ^ 
the crown of Castile, and all its dependencies. 
Cardinal Portocarrero made a present, upon this 
occasion^ of five thousand pistoles to the royal 
treasury ; the queen dowager made public re- 
joicings for three days at Bayonne ; and many 
of the grandees who had vHthdrawn themselves 
from court, embraced so ^vourable an opportu- 
nity of making their peace with the king. In 
the month of October, Charles III. espoused the 
princess of Wolfenbuttle, and by his return from 
the ttrmy, stifled a dangerous sedition in Barce- 
lona, where the people had begun to apprehend 
that they were unjustly abamloned, and thfX 

Vol. XV. Ee 



i99 

MKf ahioliM mtm be ea^poted to ^Ibe iMttie i 
geaiice as Jiad tetentl7 fiiUeli upon the peo|^ of 
Airagofi and Valencta. 

In die enwoig year, Pkilip was senstblir €fa&* 
giioed by Che deaertion of tt lAoM tiquedvoa ^m* 
4er oomltde 'Santa Gnaa, and the 6Ubi»equ^ loaa 
t£ the £bttre&& of Omn, whkh, for many yeatii 
bad been de^Mided agawat the isfideis. He al9« 
heasd that gcnenl Stanhope had leduoed the^»» 
land of Miiu>rca, and that die adrdiiii&e's paf^ 
tiaans had used their laitmoflit endeavottts to escctte 
a revofaidoti m SiciLy : init he received Jttateriiil 
eooBofaitiQto by the safe airival of his gaUeoMf 
which W£re laden with twelve hundred thousand 
{fteees of eight, besides t^ne hnndred thousand 
sent as a present to the young prince of Astnrias* 
w Upon a^umnoe that faih gfawUsK^ier 
'1769. ^^ ^^ oonipelled to treat of a sc^aralo 
peaoe) Phifip, With theadvice of Im beat 
friends, resolved to place all hn afiyrs on a Spaft* 
Ml fimndation, and tothi«w himself ^utirdy on 
^e aiffieictionB of Ins people^ Ateordin^, tte 
dolee «b Medina Ctsli was planed «t the head of 
the aditiitiistl«tion ; the aiait|uis de Bedinar WM 
declared secreflary of war ; the Fveneh ainbassa^ 
dor wats tontered to qUk the Idngdoin ; mod so-* 
ircral domesdcs bdot^ntg to ti^ didce of Grleana 
were treated with gmat severity. To t^omplelie 
Hie winrie^ as soon as thie allies had published 
their prelisainaiies^ his oathrtic wn^sty agddress* 
ed circular letters to aM his subjects, in whkii 
he eanggeratcd the cfuelty of his enemies, iti 
eompefling his grand&tiiertiDt only (s^abandte 
his interests, bnt even to assist in wresting tfao 
sceptre fnom his hand; yet, he said, in thia 
Uioy 4s4 himhonour, «lttoeit showed their opi-^ 
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«fam that he would defend himai^ to tb» utntoit 
cstrei]iit)9»-»an opinioii justly feunded ; as he 
woa really determined to die at the head of the 
last Spanish army, and to tinge the beloved 
earth of CaiHle with hia blood. Thia dedava^ 
tion produced its desired eftct ; for ttie gaiioril 
asaembly of the cleigy immedftatdy gtantttd a 
frea gift ; the gvandeea cfaeerCiiily gave up tliei^ 
{date to be converted into coin i and a ^dit of 
loyal entiiimsm diffused itself thraugh the 
whole natuHU About this timey the marquis 
de Baye defeated the Fdrtuguese^army, in the 
pkaa of Gudina, and took fifteen bundled pti-^ 



. in the ccNirao of die following spring, his ca» 
tfiolic nu^s^ received a timely supply by the 
mrnH of a puite fleet at Cadix; and the Spanish 
aobjecta were universally charmed by bis equity 
m imprisoning two French captun^ who had at» 
ieibpted to sail home with their cargoes in con* 
tempt of the royal ovden The sudden and un«r 
expected disgrace of the prime minislery on ^le 
.I5th of Apnl, is thus related*— -<< About ^ght 
o^dook m the cnrenii^ lua majesty called the 
duke do Medina C<bM into his cabin^ and^ after 
ashoft cooversatioRr dirKoted hiaa tago to the se«» 
etetary of state's ofiice to inquire for some die. 
patches^ The duke readily obeyed : but, on hia^ 
aimal at the office, he was arrested, andcon^ 
ducted, In a coach<«nd'«i9^ ton castle nearSe* 
govisDb When ^e officer parted frovn him he 
presented him with a night gown, a box of cIkk 
cokte^ a purse of gold^ and some other neoessap- 
ries ; observing that the king had ^en care to 
provide them for his acGommodatkm*" 
After much apeculation on this aingolitf og»^ 
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Qurrence) it was g^ven out that the duke had held 
an impi»|>er correspondence with the king's ene* 
mies, and a juntOy appointed to examine his pa- 
pers, condemned him to suffer death ; but Philip 
thought proper to change that sentence into per- 
petual imprisonment. 

In the ensuing campaign, Philip's army was 
totally routed, near Saragossa, by count Starem- 
l>ergb, and Charles TIL took possession of Ma- 
drid; but, after some time, the aspect of afiBurs 
was totally changed, and his catholic majesty 
returned in triumph to his capital. He then 
crossed the Tagus, and surrounded general 
Stanhope, who had retii*ed, with eight battahona 
and four regiments of cavalry, to Uie little town 
of Brihuega. The besieged troops made a vi» 
gorous defence, and resolutely disputed every. 
inch of ground with their assailants ; but a ge-: 
neral shower of tiles and stones from the tops of 
the houses compelled them to surrender prison- 
ers of war. About the same time count Starem* 
bergh was defeated, with considerable loss, at 
yillaviciosa. 

' The duke de VendoSme distinguished himself 
in so signal a manner upon these occasions, that 
the populace universally saluted him as the; 
deliverer of their country ; and Philip demon- 
strated his gratitude, at a review, by putting 
into his hand an order for fifty thousand pieces . 
of eight for his equipage. The duke appeared . 
rather surprised ; but, turning suddenly to the 
troops, ^' These," said he, " are the brave men 
who f^ed the fortune of Spain at Villaviciosa ; 
and these only are deserving of the royal &vour." 
He accordingly distributed the whole sum in 
necessaries among the private men. Soon after 



this occuitcnce, Chas^ks III. quitted Barcelona 
in order to return to his hereditary dominions ; 
intelligence was brought to Madrid of the em- 
peror's 'death, and negociations for ptaccWere 
privately commenced. ~ 

At the beginning of this year a con- _ 
gress for a genei^ peace was opened, ,712,'. 
with the usual ceremonies, at Utrecht : 
but Phkip's plempotentiaries did not repair 
thither, as being apprised that, till their master's 
title was acknowledged, they could not be re- 
ceived. About this time, the king disgraced 
the count d'Aguilar, lieutenant-general and cajv 
tain of the guards, who had b«en long fkmed 
for his conduct, zeal, and fidelity, but who un- 
fortunately possessed a violent temper. He 
submitted with perfect magnanimity to his mis- 
fortune, and spent the remainder of his days in 
tranquil retirement. In the month of June, 
Spain was deprived of her most gallant defender 
by the sudden death of the duke de Vendosme, 
whose remains were interred in the Escutial^ . 
vnih the same honours which had been paid to - 
tiiose of Don Juan of Austria. 

By Riilip's solemn renunciation of -. 
all pretensions to the crown of France, f^^^ ' 
and by an alteration * of the rule of 
succession, made by a general assembly of the 
states the greatest obstacle that retatxled the 
restoration^ of peace was done away 5 andj after 
some time, a definitive treaty was concluded, 

* An entml wts made, lo cut ef fit^re, on the house 
ci SftiFoy, td the perpetual ezclusiDO of that of Austria. 
The crown was also settled on the next heir male; where- 
as hitherto, females, if nearest in blood, had been capable . 
<if succeeding. / 

E e 3 
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bjT which the kingdom of Spain, with all its rich 
possessions in America and the Indies, was 
transferred from the house of Austria to- that of 
Bourbon ; and Philip recognized the protestant 
succession of England as settled in the illustri- 
ous house of Hanover. Satis£M:tory cessions 
were, also, made to the duke of Savoy, the Uni- 
ted Provinces, and the king of Portug^* 

On the demise of his first queen, Philip mar* 
ried the princess Elizabeth of Parma : a mea- 
sure which was taken at the instigation of cardi- 
nal Alberoni, who deseiired the confidence of 
the royal pair, by restoring the navy, which was 
supposed to have been totally exhausted ; and 
by rendering the Spanish monarchy formidable 
to all the powers of Europe* The courts of 
France and England, however, were so vio- 
lently alarmed at the extraordinary talents of 
this minister, that they entered into a lei^e to 
eflfect his removal from Madrid, and he was 
eventually compelled to seek an asylum at 
Rome. 

Elizabeth has been justly accused of ^tuib- 
^ng, by her ambition, the tranquillity of Spain : 
but it appears that she was less embarrassed by 
governing the state than by axxommodating 
herself to the whimsical, irresolute, and ob- 
stinate disposition of her husband. She gave 
way, though reluctantly, to a resolution which 
he formed of abdicating the throne in favour of 
his son Lewis ; but the death of that prince 
restored her, in less than a twelvemonth, to her 
former dignity. She exerted herself in a surprising 
manner for the establishment of her children 
out of Spain, as the crown of that kingdom had 
devolved on Feidinand, son of the princess of 
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Savoy ; and she actually procared &r her eldest 
son, Don Carlos, the kingdom of Naples, with 
Parma, Piacentia, and other appendages in Italy* 
Philip V. died in 1744, after a turbulent reign of 
forty-three years. 

His successor, Ferdinand VI. a{4)ears to have 
been a mild and equitable prince. He conclud-, 
ed the peace of Aix la Chapelle, and made some 
laudable exertions for the reformation of nation- 
al abuses and the promotion of commerce : but 
the tranquillity of his reign has furnished little 
matter for the pen of an historian. In private 
life his virtues shone with peculiar lustre, and his 
conjugal attachment was so sincere, that he 
found it impossible to dispel the deep melancho- 
ly which resulted from the loss of his beloved 
consort. He expired in 1759, after having held 
the reins of government fifteen years ; and his, 
remains .were deposited, with equal pomp and 
solemnity, In the convent of the visitation at 
Madrid. 

As Ferdinand deceased without issue, . ^ 
th,e Spanish crown devolved upon his bro- j^l.^^' 
ther Charles III. then king of Naples and 
the two Sicilies. Accordingly that prince, by a 
solemn act of settlement, transferred his Italian 
possessions to his third son ;* and hastened to 
Madrid, to receive the homage of his new sub- 
jects. -The commencement of his reign was 
perfectly tranquil ; and Charles seemed to de- 
vote his whole attention to the internal economy 
of his dominions ; but his zeal for the,.&mily 
compact of the house of Bourbon soon roused 

* The eldest son was excluded on account of his mental 
imbecility, after a minute cxaminatioo by the khig*s physfr- 
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him into action) and induced him to declare War 
i^;aiDat Great Britain on the 1 8th of Janoarf 
)75l5 and against Portugal on the 16th of June 
following* Thi»war« however, proved very un- 
successful, and on the tenth of February, 176S, 
a treaty of peace was concluded between the 
courts of Madrid, Lisbon, ^d London* 
. jj Charles IIL seems to have ex^sed 
,-.5' Mmself to great danger by a fruitless 
attempt to introduce the French dress 
and customs into his dominions : for, in conse- 
quence of a severe edict against the use of flap- 
ped hats and long cloaks, which from time im-' 
memorial have been worn by the Spaniards, 
violent disturbances broke out, on the twenty* 
third of March, at Madrid, in which upwards ot 
eighty soldiers were killed, the house of the mar- 
quis de Squillacci was dMnolished,and the rioters, 
consisting of near thirty thousand persons, sur- 
itmnded the palace in so tumultuous a manner, 
that his catholic majesty deemed it expedient to 
show himself from a balcony^ and to silence their 
clamour by promising to dismiss his ItaUan tku- 
nisters, to repeal the late offensive edict, and to 
(tattlon all that had passed on the present occa- 
aion. Upon these concessions the multitude kit 
the palace ; and, in their return, happened to 
meet theEnglish ambassador) whom they saluted 
with k)ud and repeated acclamations of << Vivaa* 
la libertaa' ;*' some of their leaders then request-* 
«d his lordship to put on his cloak and beaver } 
and on his prompt compliance, they exclaimed, 
as with ofie voice, " No French &shions ; peace 
tvith England, and war with all tlie world be- 
side !" The mutineers now dispersed to their 
respective homes, and the most perfect tranquil 
lity was, in a few hours, restored to the capital : 
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but, on the dep^ure of the king and royal fa* 
mily for Aranjuez, a fresh commotion was excit« 
ed) and even the women rushed, like.maniacst 
into the street, bearing lighted torches in their 
hands, and joining the general cry of ** Viva Ea- 
pagna I" 

. A deputation was, at length, ]^nt to Aranjuesy 
complaining of the king's doubt of their fidelity^ 
and requesting that the court would return in or? 
der to grace the capital with the usual processioa 
on Holy Thursday. They received for answeri» 
that his Majesty could not possibly, return, as 
being severely indisposed; but that he would 
grant them a general pardon, and fulfil all his 
promises relative to the marquis de Squillacci^ 
and. the. abrogation of the obnoxious edict.; 
These assurances, and the subsequent departures 
of the Italian minister, gave peace to the king- 
dom : and loyal addresses were presented to hia^ 
majesty from several places which had recently 
resounded with threats of riots and insurrections* 
About the same time some disturbances broke 
out in. Quito, the capital of the Spanish govern- 
ment of Peru ; and the bishop of that place, in 
attempting to escape, was made a prisoner* 

The expulsion of the. Jespits from the ^ ^ . 
Spanish dominions, has been justly reck- ^j^jj 
oned among the most remarkable events 
of the eighteenth century. That a nation so vi- 
olently attached to the popish religion, and so^ 
bigoted to the views and interests of the papal: 
court, should suddenly crush and almost annihi- 
late a religious order which had its birth and nur- 
ture in itself, is truly astonishing : nor is it less» 
worthy of admiration that this mighty blow was 
struck without the least disturbance. The king's 
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oidinaiMe npcm this oceatioii) seeos to fiave been 
the remtk of a council held on the twenty-nmth 
of hmoof ; yet the Jesuits >vere surprised in 
their be^ o» the Mrty-lirst of Mtirch foUowing, 
inthout the least intknation of impendiag dan- 
ger. Finding their houses surrounded by lafg« 
ietRchnients of regular troops, and being ac- 
^tteinted with the royal command, they pSMSked 
np sudi ifetkigs as weUd requinte for their jour- 
aey, and set out to Cai^thagena imder the escott 
of a strong and num^^ous guard'^-chsdscs, Vag* 
gons) and other darriages having been secured 
and distributed in pft^r places to aoeelerat« 
Aeir dqwrture* AH ihi% was efftoted without 
atiy disturbance ; so that the inhalntants of Mad^ 
Hd kn^w DodiiBg of the matter tiB the next 
teotning. 

On the ^ird day, the Jesuits' college at Baf^ 
^k)Ba wa»inTested by a detachment of troops $ 
the members were sent off under a strong guatfd^ 
^Ad their efibcta Were imme&tely sealed up# 
Similar measwes were taken at the same hour^ 
in eteryi part of Spain ; and tiie prisoners were^ 
denTeye^ by diflbMKt embarkadons, to ItcJy <r 
The king then pubfished his pragmatic sanetiodf 
or royal ordhttUKe, bywtiieh, among other in- 
junctions, the sufferers were pomtive^ forbiddefi 
to write any apologies or justifications contrary 
to the respect doe to the said ordinance ; and si« 
lence was strictly urged upon i^i his majesty'^ 
oubjects who desired to escape the pains asid pe- 
n^il^es of high treason* 

Meanwhile, the news of this event was re» 
cetved at Roikie ^rith inexpresmble astonishment; ' 
fOid the first inteRigence was abnost immediate^i^ 
ly followed by the arrival of fourteen transports, 
with nine hundred and seventy Jesuits on board, 



M CmtBL V^eccMsu The pope^ hoiweiKiv hgynag 
consalted a conclave of cardinals, positively for« 
bade their Feceptaoix in Jbhe ecctosiastical state ; 
and sent two couriers to Madrid to expostulato 
with his- catholic majesty on the impropriety of 
so sudden a naeasure, and to remind him, tb«^ 
altiioii^h he had ap indisputable nght to traat 
his oy^ subjects as he thought proper^ yet he 
could not oblige any other sovereign to give 
tiiem an asylunau No notice) however, wastakeft 
of these Fepresentationa ; sHid the miseraihle ^ 
giiives, afbr wanderbg about the seas^^ndurui^ 
nuinbex^ss hardships, and finding every port 
afaut lagainst them, were, at last, happ^ to find 
an asylum in the steril island of Corsica* 
Some time a&er the adjustment of 
this business, prodigious preparations J\'^ 
wope made, in Spsdn, for an mvasion 
i^ Algiers ; and the' armament wsfi provided 
with such immense stores of provision, and 
other necessaries, as seemed calculated fiarthe 
establishment and support of « aiimerous co* 
lo^y. At length the whole force assemUbd 
at Carthageaa, and is said to have consisted d[ 
seven sail of the line of seventy^four gims each | 
eight of forty guns; 1i»irty-two fri^eites £:x>m 
twenty to tiurty-«x guns^ and about twenty 
smaller vessels of various anntnictions ; with 
four hundred tranc^rts, and fiineteen thou* 
sand seamea and marines ; besides twenty-ti^o 
thousand in£mtry, four thousand cavalry, and a 
numerous Uvdnof artillery^ ^ composed of the 
most distit^^ished regiments in Spsdn. The 
marine was conunaoded by Don Pedro Castejont 
and the land fonoes by count O'ReiJ^t who 
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had acquired great reputation in the Spanish 
fiervice. 

In the beginning of July this formidable fleet 
arrived in the bay of Algiers, where the com- 
manders found every appearance of a vigorous 
defence. A false attack was made upon some 
forts near the town, in order to feivour the de- 
barkation of the troops ; but though the Spa- 
niards easily effected a landing, they found all 
the neighbouring hills covered with Moors, who 
evinced the utmost impatience to engage them : 
and, after an obstinate engagement of thirteen 
hours, the Spaniards were obliged to retire^ 
and to take the immediate advantage of the 
night for a re-embarkation* 

When the war between England and 
j^* ' her American colonies had subsisted for 
some time, and France had taken part 
with the latter, the court of Madrid thought pro- 
per to recal their ambassador from London, and 
to commence hostilities against his Britannic 
majesty. Accordingly, they laid siege to Gib- 
raltar, and made some great naval preparations: 
but all their exertions proved totally unavailing 
against an enemy who had so long and so ably 
retained the dominion of the «eas. 

It appears from several concurring circum- 
stances that the Spanish commanders in America 
and the West Indies had been acquainted with 
the intended rupture between Spain and Eng- 
land, long before the declaration presented by 
their minister to the court of London. And to 
this pre-intelligence may be ascribed the sub- 
sequent loss of the British settlements on the 
Mississippi and the capture of the troops destined 
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for their protection. Birt this conquest was 
soon counterbalanced by an ig^nominious repulse 
from the bay of Honduras, the reduction of fort 
Omoa, and the loss of several register ships. 

Early in the ensuing year, his catholic majes- 
ty received intelligence that Sir George Rodney 
had taken a Spanish fleet, consisting of fifteen 
sail of merchantmen, under convoy of a sixty- 
four gun ship, four frigates of from twenty-six to 
thirty-two guns, and two smaller armed vessels ; 
that he had also captured the greatest part of a 
squadron under the command of Don Juan Lan- 
gara ; and that he had, in spite of every precau- 
tion, relieved the fortress of Gibraltar. . 

In consequence of this intelligence, the Span- 
iards redoubled their vigilance to cut off all fu- 
ture relief from Gibraltar, and a scheme was 
concerted for destroying a little squadron which 
had hitherto checked the ardour of their enter- 
prise. Accordingly, seven fire-ships, supported 
by a crowd of row-boats and galleys, were sent, 
on a very 4ark night, against the enemy, while 
a squadron of Spanish vessels under the admiral 
Don Barcello, stood near the entrance of the 
bay, to cover the attack and to intercept any 
ships which might attempt to escape. The 
British commanders and seamen, however, ex- 
erted themselves with such astonishing boldness 
and presence of mind, that this project was ut- 
terly frustrated, and the Spaniards had the mor- 
tification to see even their fire-ships grappled 
and towed off amidst the bursting of shells and 
all the horrors of a scene which teemed with 
destruction. 

Though the Spaniards laboured assiduously in 
pushing on their works toward the fortress, they 

Vol. XV. F f 
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had frequendf the mortification of seeing the 

fruits of much time and ingenuity destroyed in 
a few hours, by the weight of fire from the bat- 
teries, and their chagrin was insensibly increased 
by a sally of the besieged> in which they lost 
three pieces of cannon. These circumstances, 
together with the vexation of being baffled by a 
handfiil of men, inspired the besiegers with a 
project which soon occasioned much trouble to 
the garrison. This was the framing a^umber of 
gun-boats which might carry very heavy cannon 
and mortars for the purpose of bombarding the 
town, whilst their own lowness and the difficulty 
of perceiving objects would necessarily preserve 
them from the fire of the garrison. But the ef- 
fect of these floating batteries was not fully ex- 
perienced till the ensuing year. 

In the mean time the court of Madrid was 
fully occupied in devising schemes for replenish- 
ing an exhausted treasury, and for prosecuting a 
-war which seems to have been founded entirely ^ 
upon Bourbon principles» in opposition to the 
general will of the nation. The influence of the 
ministry, and a jealousy of national honour, how- 
ever, induced several cities, communities, and 
even individuals to contribute largely to the exi- 
gency of the state. The archbishop of Toledo, 
in particular, appropriated the whole of his vast 
revenues to the support of the war, during the 
time of its continuance. Historical justice ob- 
liges us to add, that the British prisoners receiv- 
ed the most distinguishing marks of kindness and 
respect from the generality of the Spanish gran- 
dees. T^is year the Spaniards effected the re- 
duction of fort Mo^ille, and the junction of their 
fleet with that of France threatened the British 
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islands in America with imminent danger : but' . 
a raging sickness, which broke out among their 
troops, and the heavy loss which their squad- 
ron sustained, by a hurricane, in its way to 
West Florida, damped the ardour of their com- 
manders, and retarded their operations* Pensa- 
cola, howeyer, was^ about this time, added to 
their conquests. 

Eager to recover the important for- . _ 
tress of Gibraltar, which had recently ^Zg^j* 
received fresh supplies from England, 
the Spaniards lavished their treasures with an 
unsparing hand, and the whole labour of the 
nation seemed exhausted in the stupendous 
works wWch were now raised before that place. 
One hundred and seventy pieces of cannon of 
the heaviest metal discharged their tremendous 
torrents of fire, at once, upon that narrow spot^ 
and the bombardment was continued' for such a 
considerable time, without intermission, that 
not only the fortress but the rock itself was adi 
tually menaced with destruction. It has been 
said, that the view of this scene was dreadfully 
sublime and splendidly magnificent from the 
neighbouring^ hills of Spain and Barbary, during 
, the night ; especially in the beginning, when, 
the cannonade being returned with equal pow- 
er and fierceness by genei^l Elliot, the whole 
rock seemed to disgorge a tremendous mass of 
fire, and all distinction of parts was lost in fiame 
and smoke. 

Notwithstanding the unprecedented fury of 
^ this attack, the loss of the garrison was much 
less than could have been imagined, even with- 
out considering the narrowness of the ground 
they defended, its elevated situation above the 
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vorks, and the great proportion of mcn^ who 
were continually exposed in the duty or relief of 
guards. The town and its inhabitants^ however, 
received the whole weight of the cannonade and 
bombardment, and a scene of carnage took place 
there> to which the most animated description 
inust be inadequate. Mothers and children 
locked in each other's arms, were so conlpletely 
blown to (Meces by the bombs, that their shattered 
fragments seemed rather annihilated than dis«- 
persed : whole families were crushed beneath 
the ruins of their houses ; wretched fugitives who 
ran for shelter to the more remote parts of the 
rock were overwhelmed by the fires from the ad- 

i'acent gun-boats ; and ladies of the most de- 
icate habits and constitutions deemed it the 
greatest felicity to find a temporary security and 
repose in the casemates, which resounded with 
the noise of a crowded soldiery, and the heart- 
rending groans of those who had been danger- 
ously wounded in defending the works. 

Hitherto, general Elliot had acted with ex- 
treme caution, not only out of tenderness for the 
lives of his men, but also to prevent a waste of 
his ammunition. But as he now perceived that 
the Spanish works had arrived at their highest 
state of perfection, he considered this as the pro- 
per season of attempting their destruction. Ac- 
cordingly, at an appointed hour, a strong de- 
tachment issued from the garrison, and divided 
itself into three columns, by which means the 
besiegers' works were every where attacked at 
the same instant, and then the fury of the jis- 
sailants proved totally irresistible. Confounded 
by this vigorous and unexpected attack, the 
Spaniards gave way on every side, and gazed ia 
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silent horror on the ruin of those prodigious 
works, in which the hopes of all Spain were cen- 
tered. The most wonderful exertions were 
made, in the mean time, by the English, whose 
pioneers and artillery-men spread their fires with , 
such rapidity that, in half an hour, two mortar 
batteries, with all the lines of approach, traverse, 
and communication, were in flames ; the mor- 
tars and cannon were spiked ; their carriages 
and platforms destroyed ; and the magazine^ 
blown up in regular succession. The assailants 
then returned to the garrison with very inconsid- 
erable loss. 

After a long and obstinate resistance, fort St. 
Philip was surrendered to the combined armies 
of France and Spain ; but as the conquest result- 
ed entirely from the sick and reduced state ot 
the garrison, their governor obtained all the 
honours of war on his capitulation. ** So tra- 
gical a spectacle, and at the same time so glo- 
rious to the sufferers (says an elegant writer) 
has not often been beheld, as the poor remains 
of this garrison exhibited in their march through 
the Spanish and French armies, which were 
drawn up in opposite lines for Uieir passage- 
Six hundred old, emaciated and decrepid soldiers 
were followed by one hundred and twenty ^ of 
the royal artillery and two hundred seamen; 
and about twenty Corsicans with a somewhat 
greater number of Greeks, Moors, and Turksy 
closed the procession." When ^be battalions 
came to the place .appointed for laying down 
their arms, the soldiers energetically exclaimed 
that they surrendered them to God and not to 
the enemy. The Spaniards seem to have been 
deeply affected upon this interesting occasion r 
F fa 
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and their Bubsequent behaviour towards the pri- 
Boners reflected the highest honour on their hu- 
manity* 

Ambid(Ni, honour, pride and revenge now con- 
curred in ur^ng the Spaniards to the utmost ex- 
ertions of power and of skill for the reduction of 
a place which had hitherto defied their most vi- 
gorous assaults, and baffled all their projects. 
It was, therefore, with extreme pleasure that 
Charles listened to the plans of chevalier de Ar- 
con, a French engineer of great reputation, and 
the Spanish courtiers were so confident of suc- 
cess that they seemed to expect the annihilaticu 
of the fortress, in case the garrison should per- 
sist in their obstinacy. 

The subsequent preparations were beyond ex- 
ample ; for no less Uian twelve thousand pieces of 
heavy ordnance were accumulated before the 
place for the numerous intended purposes of at- 
tack by se^ and land ; tlie quantides of military 
stores and ammunition were so immense as to 
exceed credibility ; eighty gun-boats and bomb- 
vessels, be^des a floating tottery and five bomb 
ketches on the usual construction, were appoint- ' 
ed to second the efibrts of the great battering 
ships : nearly all the frigates and smaller armed 
vessels of the kingdom were assembled to afford 
requisite assistance ;, and the combined fleets 
of France ^nA Spsin, amounting to about fifty 
ships of the linci^ were to cover and support the 
attack. 

Nor were the preparations by land any way in- 
^rior to those by sea. The duke de Crillon was 
assisted by a prodigious number of able officers, 
and gallant volunteers, who had been drawn, by 
the kngth and celerity of the siege, from cvej^t 
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part of Europe ; twelve tiiousand French trqq^ 
were brought to diffuse their peculiar . vivacity 
through the Spanish army ; and the general e&« 
thuuasm was augmented bj the presence of two 
French princes (the count de Artois, and th^ 
duke de Bourbon) who seemed particularly de- 
sirous of partaking in the glory of so illustrious 
an enterprise, as the recovery of Gibraltar to the 
Spanish crowu. 

The arrival of the French princes occasioned 
a display of politeness and generosity which we 
cannot persuade ourselves to pass over in silence. 
*— ^me packets directed to the oflficers in Gi- 
braltar, having &llen into the hands of the Spa- 
niards, were transmitted to Madrid, where they 
lay when the count de Artois arrived at that ca- 
pital* The prince conceiving this to be a plea&r 
mg introduction to a generous enemy, obtained 
the pack^s from his catholic majesty, and ac« 
tually conveyed them, under his own care, to the 
. camp. . The duke de Crillon, also, sent a vqry por 
.lite letter, and a present of fruit and vege- 
. tables to governor Elliot. But, although thai 
gentlen^m acknowledged those £ivours in the 
most polite manner, his resolution continued un- 
shaken, and he even ventured, by sudden and 
unexpected insult, to provoke his combined ene- 
mies to the attack. 

In the morning of the 8th of S^ptjj^mber, a vir 
gorous cannonade, and bombardment with red- 
hot balls, shells, and carcases, commenced from 
the garrison, and was supported through the day 
wilh such extraordinary skill and dexterity, that 
■ two of the Spanish batteries were entirely con- 
. sumed, together with their gun-carriages, plat- 
tfmh ftod ms^a^nes : gr^at part of the. coxxk- 



municatioiis to the eastern psiraHely and of th^ 
trenches and pampet, were also destroyed ; and 
the allied armies, m attempting to stop the pro- 
gress of the flames, were thrown into complete 
confusion* 

In consequence of this attack, die Spanish and 
French commanders reserved to precipitate thdt 
measures under the expectation of taking an am- 
ple revenge* Accordingly a new batt^y of 
sixty-four heavy Ofoinon was opened ea'riy on the 
next morning, which with the cannon in their 
lines, and aboi^ sixty mortars, continued to dis- 
charge their shot and shells against the garrison 
for the remainder of the day* At ^e same tim^e, 
a squadron of nine ships of the line, ^th some 
frigates and smaller vessels, dropped down 
from the head of the bay, and pas«ng slowly 
along the works, discharged their shot at the 
south bastion and the ragged staff, continuing 
their cannonade till they had passed Europa 
Point, and got into the Mediterranean* Cap-^ 
tain Curtis, however, and his marine corps, de*. 
fended the batteries on the point \dth such firm- 
ness and intrepidity, that ihe Spaniards were 
soon compelled to retire, and two of their ships 
w^re so materially daniaged, that they were 
forced to send them to Algeziras to refit. 

On the ISth of September, the combined fleets, 
-consisting of twenty-seven Spanish, and twelve 
French ships of the line, arrived from Cadiz, and, 
with those already drawn up, amounted to forty- 
eight sail of the line* The battering ships were, 
also, in perfect readiness : and the cannon, mor- 
tal, and howitzers, on the isthmus, were so con- 
trived, that every quarter might present a simi- 
lar hoe of dsmger to the garrison^ and that the 



resistance might be rendered unequal to the 
£>rce and weight of the grand attaclLi The ad- 
jacent hills, at the same time, were covered with 
anxious spectators ; and it seemed as if all Spain 
had assembled to witness the united powers of 
gunpowder and ardllery, in the highest state of 
discovery and improvement. 

Notwithstanding these tremendous prepara- 
tions, general Elliot retained his accustomed 
firmness, and returned the attack with such 
fury, as utterly astonished the commanders of 
the allied armies* The number of red-hot balls^ 
which the battering ships received in the course 
of the day, was estimated at upwards of four 
thousand ; and while these vessels seemed to be 
the principal objects of vengeance, the whole ex- 
tent ef the peninsula seemed overwhelmed with 
the torrents of fire that were incessantly poured 
upon it. 

The construction of the battering ships was 
so well calculated,. £ar resisting the. action of £»» 
that, for several hours, the prodigious cannonade 
from the garrison seemed to^ly ineffectuaL 
About two o'clock, however, the admiral's ship, 
and that comnianded by the prince of Nassaui 
were perceived to be in a perilous situation, .^nd 
by the evening, the fire from the fortress had 
gained a decided superiority. This circumstance 
gave fresh animation to the besieged, who conti- 
nued their exeAions with unabated vigour through 
the night ; and about one o'clock in the morn- 
ings the two first ships were enveloped in flames, 
and the confusion became general. Numbers of 
rockets were now thrown up as signals of extreme 
danger, and all possible means were immedi- 
ately used by the fleet to render the necessary 
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assistance; but jliose were tmly directed to 
i brining off the men, as it was deemed impossi- 

' ble to remove the battering ships, and the dan- 

ger from those vessels appeared no less dreadful 
I than the fire from the garrison. 

' At this important juncture, captain Curtis 

drew up his gun-boats in such a manner as to 
flank the line of battering ships, which were now 
Completely overwhelmed by incessant torrents 
of fire. This unexpected attack wrought up the 
scene to the highest point of calamity ; for the 
Spanish boats were compelled to retire, and to 
4eave their wretched friends exposed to the de- 
vouring flames, or to the mercy of an irritated 
enemy. ^ 

It was* supposed that nothing could have ex*, 
ceeded the horrors of the night ; but the break 
of day disclosed a scene still more dreadfak 
Numbers of men were seen in the midst of the 
flames, wringing their handet and imploring sue* 
eour 5 others lloating upon pieces of timber, were 
exposed to an equal, thou^ less shocking, fate; 
and even those in the ships, where tlie fire had as 
yet made little progress, expressed, by their 
looks and gestures, all the horrors of confirmed 
despsdn 

This was a glorious opportunity for the exer» 
tion of British humanity ; and such exertions were 
toon made by the marine brigade, and their in- 
trepid commander, as have conferred immortal 
honour on their names and nation. Upon the 
first appearance of the general distress, the firing 
from the garrison and gun-boats ceased ; and 
the marine brigade (though exposed to the most 
imminent peril from the blowing up of the ships, 
as the fire reached their magazmes, and from the 
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continual discharge of artilieiy^ as the guns on 
every side became heated) rusJied on board the 
burning vessels, and dragged the distracted suf- 
ferers out of the midst of the flames. In these 
extraordinary efforts, captain Cuitis was peculi- 
^rly distinguished ; and his life was repeatedly 
in extreme danger. Providence, however, smil- 
ed on his humane intentions, and he had the 
inatchless satisfaction of saving about four hun- 
dred individuals from impending destruction. 
Great numbers, however, penshed ; and, it is 
supposed, according to the most moderate com- 
putation, that the Spaniards lost upwards of fif- 
teen hundred men, including the prisonera and 
wounded, in the naval attack. The loss sustain-^ 
ed under the prodigious fire thrown upon the 
isthmus, during the whole time of attack, cannot 
be ascertained. 

On the side of the garrison, the loss w^ much 
less than could have been supposed ; and was 
chiefly confined to the corps of artillery, and to 
the marine brigade* Nor was the injury done to 
the works, sufficient to give any future appre- 
hension, or to hold any proportion, with the im- 
mense weight of fire they had sustained. 

The Spaniards now rested all their hopes on 
tlie defeat of lord Howe^ who had been sent out 
with a fleet for the relief of Gibraltar : but va« 
rious causes prevented the designed engage- 
ment ; and the British commander, after eoLecut* 
ing his commission, sailed back to England^ 

The sad catastrophe of their armada j. ^ 
before Gibraltar, the repeated frustra- 1733/ 
tion of all their designs upon Jamaica, 
and the very embarrassed state of their financesi 
induced the Spaniards to put a termination to ^ 
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longi expensive, and sanguinary a war. Ac- 
coi^ingiy, on the cession of Minorca, and of 
East and West Florida by his Britannic majesty, 
a definitive, treaty of peace was concluded, be- 
tween the coun% 6f Madrid and St. James's, on 
the 3d of September. Other treaties being con- 
cluded, about the same time, between the various 
contending powers, happily put an end to the ca- 
lamities of war, both in the old and the new world* 
No sooner had Euix)pe been cheered 
1784/ ^y ^^® proclamation of a general peace, 
than the court of Madrid resolved to un- 
dertake a fresh expedition against the Algerines, 
whose hostile exertions, both in the Ocean and 
the Mediterranean, had exceeded every thing 
that had been known since the time of the Barba- 
rossas. Accordingly a<combined fleet of Span- 
ish, Maltese, Portuguese, and Neapolitan vessels 
sailed to Algiers, in the month of July ; and 
commenced an attack, by which several boats were 
destroyed, and the town was set on fire in seve- 
ral places. But the infidels fought with such ir- 
resistible fury, and their coast was covered with 
such powerfiil artillery, that it was deemed ad- 
visable to abandon the enterpize. 

In the ensuing summer, his catholic majesty 
curtailed the powers of the inquisition, and 
decreed that all the future proceedings of that 
tribunal should be publicly conducted. He 
also prohibited the celebration of bull feasts, 
excepting only upon occasions whei*e the profits 
arising from them were assigned to some cha- , 
ritable, benevolent or patriotic purpose. These 
regulations were soon followed by others of 
greater importance : and the court, tlie no- 
bility, and all the higher classes of the nation, \ 
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seemed to be inspired, at the same time, with 
tb€t spirit of promoting a general reform, of 
eradicating ancient prejudices, and of enlighten- 
ing the minds of the people. Inquiries into 
the history and antiquities of the country met 
a liberal encouragement ; sumptuous editions 
of the most valuable classics were published 
under the royal patronage ; numerous public 
schools were instituted for the tuition of youth ; 
societies were formed in every part of the king- 
dom for the establishment of arts, sciences, and 
manufactures ; and a truly paUiotic spirit be- 
gan to appear in the projection of several pub- 
lic works and designs of the greatest perma- 
nency and national utility. About the same 
time, the king successfully resumed his favour- 
ite project of peopling and cultivating the 
Sierra Morena ; caused some atccurate charts to 
be drawn for the use of his marine ; established 
a new East India company, under the name of 
^c " Royal Philipinne ;" and made some im- 
portant improvements in the administration of 
the colonial government 

The intermarriages which took place, 
in the Easter season, betweeen the in&nt f:^' 
Don Gabriel of Spsun, and the infanta 
Donna Mariana Victoria of Portugal, on one 
side ; and between the in&ht Don Juan of Portu- 
gal, and the in&nta Donna Charlotta, eldest 
daughter of the prince of Asturias, on the 
other; not only obviated the jealousies which 
had long prevauled between these courts, but 
also occasioned a treaty of alliance between 
France and Portugal, which constituted a com- 
plete union between the latter and the house of 
Bourbon. 

Vol. XV. G g • 
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The longevity of catdihal de Soils, afchbi-. 
Ihop of Seville, Who died about this time, 
Htnild have rendered him an object of historical 
attention, even if the goodness of his heart and 
the excellency of his life had not patticularif 
entitled him to that dkttnction. This cele- 
brated character, who anived to the patriarchal 
age of one hundred and ten years without the 
loss of any feculty, seemed to be the natural 
as well as the spiritud father of the people com* 
mitted to his care, and he experienced a sweet 
peniuneratioh of his labours, in their reverent 
and affectionate gratitude^ When asked, by 
his intimate friends, what methctds he had taken 
to prolong life to so extraordinary a period, he 
observed, that he had led a sober and studious^ 
but not a sedentary life; that his diet though 
delicate was ^paring ; uid that- he exercised 
himself every day, either in riding or walking. . 
^So £Lr," said the amiable prelate, ^I took 
eare for the body ; and as to the n^nd I strove 
to preserve it in due temper by a scrupulbua . 
obedience to the Divine injunctions, and k^ping 
a conscience Void of offence toward God and 
man* By these easy and innocent means I 
have arrived at the age of a patriarch, with 
less injury to my constitution than many ex* 
perience at forty. I am now, like ripe corn^ 
ready for the sickle of deadi, and, by the 
mercy of my Redeemer, I have strong hopea 
of being translated into his granary/' The* 
king was much affected at the death of ditft 
worthy personage, and wa^ heard to exclaim, 
*^ Woukl to heaven he had appointed a 8uc<« 
cessor ; for the people of Seville have been 
•o long used to his virtues, that they wHl te 



4i90»nfeli^ ivith tbe best.piftlate 1 can send 

'. Charles IV.* Itsceiided the throne of ^ ^, 
SpaiD) on the demise of his &ther, afid ty%^. 
fiaidt hw puhUo dHiy into Madrid^ on 
.the 98th of September) wiith the ttfmost pomp 
<*Bd ^lemmty* The stre^ through which the 
■]>R)cesskm patoed were lioed with troop% and afi 
.^^ houses were handsomely decorated and iUiK 
mlnaled. On the 22d their. majesties «id the 
^yal fiimily Went to the church of St* Jerome^ 
.adjoining the old palace of Buen RettrO) where 
tbey took their seats on a throne to the right oi 
the. alUu3> and received the customary oaths of 
idlegil^flcew They th^ sat down to dinner at the 
•Buen Retnoi and late in the evening returned t^ 
4he palace. 

• . The goreifnment of Spah^ testified great mk- 
jtadneas at the French revolution, and watched 
•utrro^ly those who atletnpted to defend its priiv 
cifrfes ;. for, though the scrnpuloiis adherence qS 
4he .Spaniards to the Romish tenets .seemed tQ 
preclude the idea of their imitating a people Whi^ 
-had recently exptesi^ the itiost cOQ^plete con<^ 
tempt for .the sovereign pontiS*, thene were ma- 
«y persons who held that politics and religion 
were two difierent things, and that liberty might 
•be asserted without violating the respect due to 
^t- Peter's successor, and without separating. 
from his c<Hnmunion* . Alarmed at the diffusion 
4if these sentiments^ the Spanish court prohibit* 
isd the circulation of all newspaper^ and politic 

• This prince was bbrn oti ihe ixth of November 174?, 
utid married te Louiia Maria TIkresa, princess of Pftrma, 
,sDdtt4thaf Sepconbert^^i^ > 



346 SFAiVi 

cal pamphlets fitm France, and at the same 
time sUitioned troops on the frontiers, with order 
to stop everf stranger whose character lay cmder 
any susi»ci<m» 

^ - In consequence of a dispute relatiTe 
2790. ^ ^^^ soverei^ty of Nootka Sound, 
* his catholic majesty resolved to take up 
arms ^;ainst Great Britain, and such formi* 
dable preparations were made in the difiermU 
parts ti his kingdom, that his^ navy was speedily 
augmented to seventy ships of the line, besides 
frigates and vessels of o^er descriptions* Bitf 
the naval force of England was still so greatly- 
superior, and the preparations of that country 
were made on so much larger a scale, that the 
court of Madrid suddenly changed their inten- 
tions, and consented to give the satisfaction de- 
manded by Great Britun. Accordingly a decla- 
ration to this purpose was published on the Mtk 
of July, and on the 28th of October follow- 
ing a convention between the king of Spain 
and his Britannic majesty was signed at the £$^ 
curial. 

^ jy The beginnii^of this year was mark- 
jya^' cd by the sudden dismission of count 
Florida Blanca from the office orprime 
minister* The reasons for this measure were 
not asugned, but it was probaUy adopted to ap- 
pease the public murmurs at some late proceed- 
ings, and particularly against the edict con- 
cerning strai^rs, which certainly contributed to 
impose heavy fetters on the commerce of the 
nation. The place of this statesman was im- 
mediately £lled by count d'Aranda^ who abo- 
lished a kind of civil inquisition called the 
superintendant tribtmal of police; and. made 



vome fiberal concessions to tihe people, in order 
to est^Hsfa more firmlj the throne q£ his royid 
emi^yer. His influence, however, proved of 
short duration, and he was soon removed to 
make room for the duke de Alcudia* 

The irregular proceedings of the j^ ^ 
French, the indecent reception of the ^j^/ 
interference of the court of Madrid ia 
•fcvoijir oi Louis XVL and Uie subsequent exe- 
^cution of that un&rtunate monarch, induced his 
-cathdk majesty to decfere war a^ost France 
•OH: the-SSd of March ; and the first actions which 
^topfepkico between the Spanish and republican^ 
forces were decidedly in &vour of the former ; 
dbr geoievaL Don Ricacdos, who commanded in 
^C^tshmia, forced the town of Goret,, which was 
defended by three thousand men, 9nd put the 
enemy to fiigfat with the loss of jail their artillery ; 
the trtx^ undo*. Don Ventura Caro deiStroyed 
the encampment of Birtatu, and drove, the 
French ^m the fort of Andaya : the fortress of.' 
Bellegarde was also taken on the 3^ of June, 
and on the d2d o£ Sqitember, general Ricardos . 
-obtained a .decisive^ victoiy over the. French* 
-m ^e vkiB^ of. TruBtesiK. 
^ But the ensuing campaign proved altogether * 
QEn&voQxaMe and/nnpropttimis. The Fr^ndi 
^Btmf took the field early ia.the month of Febeu- 
^try , and madettuch vigorous exertions to re-- 
trie v& the citedit of their, coulatryineny.that the: 
Spaniards werenot only conkpeUedtor abandon « 
St. JeanDeluat, Cemt, and the town of Bou1<mq, 
^t a complete victory was gained dver them 
liear ColMsare, when, besides those that fell in -. 
battle, seven thousand men laid down their 
«nns, andaB thebaggage and artillery felL,int«^ 
Gg2 
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the tntmy'% hands. About the same Ume the 
stitMig town of Bellegarde was wrested from 
Spidn, after a brave fa«it unsuccessful effort for 
its preservation^ and upwards of six thousand 
troops were made prisoners. 

The repeated fidlures of the Spanish comman* 
ders in their attacks on the French, induced 
them to collect a force which might afford bet- 
ter hopes of success. This project was accord- 
' ingly reduced to execution, and thejr advanced 
against Dugommier, their most fomudable ene* 
my, to the neighbourhood of. Spanilles. But 
though the contest was suf^ported with equal 
fortitude and obstinacy, victory eventually de- 
clared for Uie French, and the assailants were 
repulsed with prodigious loss and ahughtegw 
Dugommier, however, was slain, by a cwlioa 
ball, in the very moment of conquest. 

Exasperated at these continual defeats, the 
Spanish officers resolved to concentrate their 
whole fiMt:e in a position strong by natme, and 
rendered still more secure by a chain of en- 
trenchments and batteries, which wene defended 
by an army of forty thousand men. .The ene« 
my, however, advanced boldly, to these stup^i* 
dous works, and, after an action of about threa 
hours, penetrated them in every quarter* Tiit 
Spaniai^ certainly performed prodigies of va- 
lour upon this occasion, but their utmost exeiw 
tionswere inauflficient to r^>el the fury of their 
assailants, and after a most sanguinary conflict^ 
they were completely defeated and put to flighU 
This misfortune was immediately foUov^ed by 
the reduction of ^Saint Fernando de Figures, a 
pkice of extraordinary strength, garrisoned by 
nearly ten tiiousand men, and containing mis^ 
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Ktary stores and other articles of immeiise ya- 
lue. 

Elated by these brilliant successes, the French 
marehed forward with such akicrity that aU re- 
sistance fell before them, and they soon became 
masters of several important towns which open- 
ed the way into those parts they were chiefly de- 
sirous of attlkcking^. 

Nor were these calamities confined to the east& 
em fix>ntiers of Spain* Vigorous exertions had 
•been made i^ainst" the invaders at Saint Jean 
Deluz, by the Spaniards ; but general de la 
Fopde soon defeated them, with the loss of their 
baggage, military stores and provisions : and a 
body of fifteen thousand Spanish troops was, 
soon after, dislodged from an important post on 
|i mountain which had hitherto materially ob- 
structed the designs of the enemy. This unfor- 
tunate action, in which the Spaniards lost two 
hundred pieces of caraioD, and tents for twenty 
thousand men, besides a prodigious number of 
troops, that were either killed or made prisoners» 
emboldened the French to march immediately 
against Fontarabia, and in the space of four days 
they made themselves masters of that place to- 
gether with Port Passage and Samt Sebastian, 
in which they took about three thousand prison- 
ers, beudes the prodigious stores with which 
Uiose towns were fiimished* It is, however, ne- 
cessary to observe that this rafHd angmmitatidn 
of conquest resulted, in a great measure, fix)m 
a very general change of political ofHuions 
am^ng the Spaniards. 

- Disasters so repeated and unusual, filled the 
xourt of Madrid with inexpressible anxiety, and 
the desertion of a corps of the king's WaUoon 
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guardd, confirmed them in the distressing idea 
that the growing calamities were occasioned by 
disafPection. In this critical situation some ad- 
vised a pacification as the only possible mode of 
subjugating those perni^us principles ^i^ 
had been im{)orted from France ; and otiiers 
suggested the idea of raising the people in a 
mass ; but those who recommended the' latter 
Expedient soon found it utterly impracticable, 
and the attempts which were made to dissemi<- 
TMite among the commonalty a spirit of tuiivei^? 
sal resistance, were all frustrated in the mo^ 
vexatious manner. Nobles, ecclesiastics, pidce* 
men, and opulent adherents to govemmewl^ were 
now called upon to assist the cause of their 
counti*y ; and these readily made such donationft 
as the exigence of the state required. But, not- 
withstanding tliese exertions, the enemy <ioii^ 
tinued to exteihd their conqviests, and the deispofil- 
idency of the people soon became so apparent, 
'that the court was cleariy convinced that unless 
It speedy peace was concluded, the whole Iskvg- 
dbm must be eventually reduced. Acconfingly, 
after making eveiy eflbrt which art or prudencie 
could suggest, his catholic majesty distached 
himself from the confederacy which had hither- 

. J. to been attended with such iHsUccesS'; 

J-Q-' and intimated his resolution of putting 
an imtnediate tem&atioil to the waf. 
This conduct gave the greatest pli^asure to the 
generality of the nation ; France was delighted 
^th so great a diminution of the coalition, and 
a treaty of peace was concluded in the ihonth of 
July, at Basle, by which his catholic majesty 
ceded all his part of Hispaniola in the West Ii^ 
diesj and the convention agited to restore ^ 
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their recent conquests in Spain* It was also 
agreed thatSpain should recognize the French 
and BataTian republics ; and that France shottld 
admit the interposidon of Spain on behalf of Na^ 
l^es, Parma, Sardinia, and Portugal* 

Towards the close of the ensuing year, Spain 
was drawn into an alliance with the French re- 
public, and persuaded to declare war agsdnst 
Great Britain. Accordingly, gceAt naval prepa* 
rations were made in all the Spanish ports ; and 
iathe summer of 1797, a fleet, consisting of six 
ships of one hundred and twelve guns, one of 
oiie hundred and thirty-six, two of dghty-^four, 
and eighteen of seventy-four guns, was appoint- 
ed to form.a junction, with the French fleet at 
Btsest ; and, after being reinforced by a nume- 
rous squadron of Dutch vessels, they were to put 
to sea all tc^ther, in order to execute their.de*> 
»gns upon the British dominions* But before the 
intended junction could be ef&cted the Spanish 
fleet was met. by admiral Jervis, near cape St» 
Vincent, and an engagement ensued which, not- 
withstanding its prodigious inequality, terminat- 
ed in the capture of four vessels and the loss of a 
considerable number of men* A part of the 
fleet, which had been dexterously separated from 
its main body by the British admiral, rejoined it 
with four other ships towaixl the close of the ac- 
tion, but the commanders were unwilling to en- 
gage ; and, after a distant and ineffectual fire, 
they permitted the enemy to sail leisurely away 
with their valuable prizes* 

The news of this transaction occasioned loud 
complaints at Madrid, and the generality of the 
nation began to complain that their countrymen 
were impressed into a service for which they 



were totally onqiidifiod, and i^pSmt a nalkAi 
with vihoin they had iio reasofiaUb ground of 
j^rrel. Howerer, these murmurs were ailoic* 
«d by the welKtimed remonstrances of the mi» 
nistry, though the majority bore with aeoret b» 
Agnation an ignominious y<^. wlaeh had been 
imposed upon diem by their c^mayed and irre» 
solute ^Temora* 

' A n ^^ aooner Imd the vanqmshed Beet it^ 
%z:[ tired to Cadis thank was followed thithdl 
by the victors, who blocked it up 80 com^ 
plet^ that iM one df the Spanish ships in thai 
ci^wcious harbour durst venture out beyond th« 
tetteriea which had been erected for their de^ 
St9ce«^ Emboldened by tins circumstaace» and 
«amr to achieve something, of importance, the 
British admiral resolved to attempt a bombards 
ment of the city of Cadiz, and commodore Nel^ 
son conducted this hazardous enterprise with ex^ 
traordinary spirit and desEterity* But owing t6 
the bad condition of the mortar piecey employed 
on this occanon, the project was partly frustrate 
ed« ' The confiipt, however^ was extremely ob^ 
stinate, and both sides behaved with becomings 
intrepidity. Don Miguel Tyrasom, the com* 
mandiog ofiicer of the Spaniards, attacked the 
commodore with astonishing resolution, and po^ 
sidvely refused to yield till eighteen of his men 
were killed, and the remaining nine with him^ 
self weils desperately woimded. A second bom- 
bardmi^nt was attended with greater effect, inso» 
much, that ten of the lai^st men of war were 
obliged to quit their statioifs, and the inhabitants 
of the town began to provide for their safety by 
1^ precipitate flight. But the third attempt was 
prevented by a strong wind which blew (Urect^ 






<pit of the haii)6ur> acid obfltn^ted the ftpproack 
of the enemy's shipping : and a subsequent aN 
tack on the town of ISaiita Cruz, in the island of 
Teneriffe) proved extreniely unfortunate to the 
assailants* 

In consequence of a convention be* ^ j. 
Iween his Britahnic majesty and the em- ly^g'" 
petor of Rus^ the latter declared-war 
against Spain, on the twentf-^ixth of July, and 
his catholic majes^ published an answer in very 
spirited language ; but no «ittrtions of impor^ 
tance seem to have been made by either of the 
nations. About this time Don Joseph de Bolig- 
ni, the Spanish charg6 d' Affaires at Constanti- 
nople, received an oider to quit the dominion* 
of the Sublime Porte within fourteen days. 

On the fifth of October a British fleet, ^ 
from the Mediterranean^ consisting of j^^' 
Iweniy^wo sail of the line, twenty-seven 
fiigates, and ten smaller armed vessels, with 
dghty-four transpcHts, appeared off Cadiz, where 
an epidemic distemper-then raged with great vio«' 
lence. The governor, Don Thomas de Morla» 
immediately sent a letter to the English admiral, 
in which he pathetically described the distress of 
the inhabitants, and intimated an expectation 
that so humane an enemy as the English would 
not attempt to increase the public consternation 
by making an attack upon the town. To this 
letter lord Keith replied, that as the ships in that 
port were to be employed in augmenting the na^ 
val force of the French republic, and, conse- 
quently, of prolonging the calamities of Eu- 
rope, an attack was only to be averted by the sur- 
render of those vessels. As this message waa 
received with the utmost indignation, Sir Ralph 



